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PREFACE 


To tny countrymen, the Jaffnese, to whom Jaffna 
should ever be dear, this compilation, I trust, can 
not fail to be of interest. For them it is chiefly in- 
tended, and of them and their country it treats. 
Whatever may be the defects or short-comings of the 
work, it will at least be found to be a faithful re- 
cord of what has taken place in Jaffna, since it 
came under European away. 

The Chronological Table of Events has been com- 
piled from reliable sources. Special care has been 
taken to render the same accurate and useful; but 
considering the length of the period, covering over 
four countries, the kind and indulgent reader will, it 
is hoped, pass over any errors that may have crept 
in. A few events relating to the introduction and 
propagation of the Catholic faith in this country have 
been taken from the Chronological Notes published 
by the late illustrious Arch-Bishop Bonjean, while 
he was in charge of the Jaffna Vicariate, and 
a few others from the Chronological Table of Events 
connected with Ceylon given in Ferguson’s Hand- 
Book and Directory. 

In the Notes is brought together from various 
sources, information-which the young reader will find 
interesting and useful-regarding the advent and es- 
tablishment of the different missions working in the 
North, the rise and growth of Educational, Religious, 
and other Public Institutions, and noteworthy incidents 
and details in the lives of the sons of the soil who 
have risen to prominence and public recognition. The 
Notes should be read along with the Table of Events, on 



which they are intended to give additional information. 
The authorities bearing on these notes have been quoted 
in every case. 

Omissions there are, and of some of these I am 
not unaware. But I regret very much that the in- 
formation and assistance earnestly sought for in re- 
gard to them have unfortunately not been furnished. 

The paper on “a Disputed Point of Local His- 
tory,” intended for separate publication, was prepared on 
the appearance of the second edition of Mr. Moo- 
tootamby Pillay’s “Jaffna History,” and though ready for 
the press in 1916, its publication was put off owing to 
war conditions and the consequent abnormal price of paper. 
It is now given as an appendix to the pres- 
ent sent work. 

The note on the “Yalpana Vaipava Kuvmuthy” was 
subsequently added. 


Jaffna 

3rd December 1922. 


J.H.M 
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A 

Chronological Table 

OF 

Events Connected with Jaffna 
From 1505 Downwards 


PORTUGUESE PERIOD 
1505-1658 

1505— April. • The Portuguese vinder Don Lorenzo de Almeida firs 
visit Ceylon, and are permitted to trade. See Note 1. 
1518~Lopez Suaar Alverenga arrives in Ceylon with a fleet of nine* 
teen ships, and after some ineffectual opposition from the 
Singhalese, erects a fort at Colombo. 

1536— Death at Colombo of Joao Monteiro, the first Bishop of 
Ceylon. 

1544— The Roman Catholic Religion first preached at Mannar by 
Missionaries sent by St. Frgncis Xavier, at the request 
of the inhabitants; 600 of flie converts are massacred by 
the King of Jaffnapattam, See Notes 2, 3, 9. 

1544— The eldest son of the King of Jaffnapattam embraces the 
Catholic Faith. He is put to death. The second son flies 
to Goa. See Notes 3, 9. 

1544— By an agreement, the King of Jaffnapattam pays an yearly 

tribute to the Portuguese. See Note 9. 

1545— A Portuguese fleet attempts to wrest Mannar from the King 

of Jaffnapattam. See Note 2. 

1545— April • Voyage of St, Francis Xavier to Mannar. An epidemic 
which made 100 victims daily, stayed by him. See Notes 2, 24. 
1548— St Francis Xavier visits Mannar and comes over to Jaffna. 
He has an interview with the King, whom he persu- 
ades to form an alliance with the Portuguese. See Note 24 
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1548-*St Francis Xavier visits Galley Kandy and other places. See 
Note 24. 

156^ Dec. 2 - Death of St Francis Xavier in the Island of Sancian. 
1554-^Mar. 15 - Translation of St Francis Xavier’s body to Goa. 
1500— Mannar ceded to Portugal. 

1575— In digging the foundations of St John’s Church, Mannar, 
Joan Melius discovers brass and gold coins with the effigy 
of the Emperor Claudius. See Note 4. 

1580— Dharma Paala bequeathes the whole Island to the Crown of 
Portugal. 

1580— The Portuguese are permitted by the King of Jaffna to build 
a Franciscan Church in his Capital. 

1588— The Portuguese obtain possession of Kandy, where they 
raise Don Philip to the throne ki violation of their en- 
gagement to Konaapoo Bandar. 

1891— Andre Furtado de Mendonca, a famous Portuguese Gen- 
eral, subdues Jaffnapattam ; several of the inhabitants em- 
brace the Catholic Religion. See Note 6. 

1592— Dec. 3 - First English ship, the ’’Edward Bonaventure,” arrives 
at Galle. 

1592— Rajasingha 1 dies, aged 120 years; and Konaapoo Bandar 

proclaims himself King in his stead, under the title of 
Wimala Dharma. 

1593— Don Pedro de Sousa is sent from Goa in command of a 

strong force. He makes himself master of Kandy ; and, in 
order to favour the desire of the Singhalese^ pr^aims as 
Queen, Dona Catherins. daughter of a former King of 
Kandy, who had been placed under the guardianship of 
the Portuguese at Mannar, and educated as a Christian. 
See Note 2. 

1593— Wimala Dharma defeats De Sousa and captures Dona 
Catherina, whom he afterwards marries. 

1002— May. - The Dutch visit Ceylon. Admiral Joris Spilbeigen 
offers to the King the friendship and alliance of the Prince 
of Orange and the States General of Holland, which are 
accepted. See ^te 5. 

1013— July. 20 - The Queen Dona Catherina dies. See Note 2. 

1014— May. 8 - The foundation of the Portuguese * Church in Jaffna 

laid. See Note 8. 

1015— Para Rasa Sekara Pandara diea^ leaving as his heir a child 

of« three years. See Note 5. 
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1617- The Portuguese flag hoisted in Jaffna. De Oliveira becomes 
first Governor. See Notes 9. 

1621— A battle between the Portuguese and Tamils at Valveddi- 

turai» which ends in the defeat of the latter. See Note 6. 

1622— March. 12 - Canonization of St. Francis Xavier. 

1624— The Portuguese commence erecting a fort at Jaffnapattam. 
See Notes 6, 7, 45* 

1627— Feb. 20 - A violent storm accompanied by a tidal wave causes 
great loss of life and property in Jaffna. See Note 6. 

1627— March. 22 - Death of De Oliveira, first Pbrtuguese Governor 
of Jaffnapattam. See Note 6. 

1626— Revd. Frs. Antonio Pecci and Mathew Fernandez of the 
order of Jesus suffer martsrrdom at Jaffna. 

1632— The fort at Jaffna completed. See Notes 6, 7, 45. 

1636— Fr. Robert DeNobili, who founded the famous Jesuit Mia* 
Sion of Madura in 1606, gets blind and comes to reside in 
Jaffna. See Note 22. 

1644— A report of the work of the Jesuit Missionaries in Cey* 
Ion made to the Superior General of the Society. There 
were then 12 residences in Jaffna. See Note 6. 

1646— A temporary pacification ensues between the Dutch and 
the Portuguese. 

1651— April, 21 - Birth in Goa of Father Joseph Vaz. See Notes 16,17. 
1655— Hostilities resumed between the Dutch and Portuguese. 

1655— Dec. 10 - Antonio Admiral de Menezes, Governor of*Jaffaa- 

pattam, taken prisoner by the Dutch at Mutwd on his way 
from Mannar to Colombo. 

1656— Feb. 22 • Mannar taken by the Dutch. See Note 2. 

1656— Mar. The Dutch lay siege to the fort of Jaffnapattam. See 
Note 10. 

1658— April. 10 • Fort Hammanheil at Kayts taken by the Dutch. 
1658— June. 22 - Jaffna surrendered to the Dutch. See Notes 6^ 9 , 10. 


Portuguese Period 
of 

SetUetnent of Jaffna 
1617—1658 



DUTCH PERIOD 
1658-1795 


1668*-^ June. 23 • The Hollanders reduced and occupied the fort of 
Jaffna, the last stronghold of the Portuguese in Ceylon. 
There were then in the Jaffna Peninsula about fifty priests, 
a College belonging to the Society of Jesus, a Franciscan 
Convent, a Dominican Monastery, 14 Churches in Valigamam, 
5 in Thenmaradchy, 3 in Patchilaipally and one in each of 
the adjacent Islands. There was also within the fort of 
Jaffna a Church built in the shape of a cross. See Notes 6, 11 

1658~*Aug. 29 - The Reformed Religion first introduced into Jaffna 
by the Revd. Dr. Baldaeus. 

1658— Sept. - A conspiracy, formed against the Dutch at Jaffna by 
Don Louis Pooda-Tamby and some Portuguese, discovered 
by Don Manuel de Andrado Mudaliyar, and the conspira* 
tors executed. See Notes 12, 23. 

1658— Sept. • The Revd. Fr. Caldeiro of the Society of Jesus be- 
headed on a charge of having concealed his knowledge of 
the treasonable correspondence Don Louis Pooda-Tamby had 
with the .Portuguese. See Note 23. 

1658— Catholic Priests were bani^ed. See Note 13. 

1658— Sept. 19 • Proclamation issued forbidding the harbouring or 
concealing of the Roman Catholic Priests under pain of 
death. See Note 13. 

1658— Nov. 20 < The Dutch set apart this day as a day of thanks- 

giving for their victory over the Portuguese. 

1659— Captain Robert Knox, his son and several of the crew of 

the ‘*Ann Frigate,” taken prisoners at Batticaloa and re- 
moved to Kandy. 

1661— Dr. Baldaeus, the Dutch Prdlbstant Minister and Historian, 
visits Point Pedro. A handsome Church was built here by 
the Dutch and also a fort. See Note 14. 

1661— April. - A Pearl-Fishery. 

1663— A Pearl-Fiidiery. 

1676— The ordination to the priesthood of Joseph Vaz. See 
Notes 16, 17. 

1678— The building of the Dutch Church at Batticotta comple- 
ted« This Church is now used by the American Mission- 
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aries to whom it was made over by Governor Brownrigg otl 
their first arrival in Jaffna in 1816. See Note 15. 

1679— Oct. 18 - Knox effects his escape from Kandy and reaches 
Aripu. See Note 15. 

1682— -The Oratory of St. Philip Neri at Goa founded. 

1682— Governor Lourens Van Pyl imposes penalties on devil- 
worship and similar idolatrous ceremonies. 

1685— Father Vaz joins the Oratory of St. Philip Neri at Goa. 
See Notes 16, 17. 

1687— The Venerable Joseph Vaz of the Oratory of St. Philip 

Neri comes to Jaffna, disguised as a beggar, and goes about 
preaching at Chilalai and the neighbouring villages. See 
Note 16. 

1688— Baldaeus r^orts 180.000 baptised Christians in the King- 

dom of Jaffnapattam. 

1689— Floris Blom appointed Comniandeur of Jaffnapattam. See 

Note 25. 

1690— Dec. 24*- A large number of Catholics assembled for cele- 

brating Christmas midnight Mass arrested and flogged by 
order of Van Rheede. See Note 16. 

1691— Fr, Vaz visits Wahny and Puttalam. 

1692— Fr. Vaz penetptes into Kandy and endeavours to re-es- 

tablish the Roman Catholic Religion in that City. Imprison- 
ed there, he exercises his ministry in jail . for two years; 
See Note 17. 

1694— Fr. Vaz visits Mantotte, Poonaryn, Jaffna and other pla- 
ces. See Notes 16, 17. 

1694— July. 3 * Death at Jaffna of Floris Blom, Commandeur of 
Jaffnapattam. Sec Note 25. 

1694— Hendrick Zwaadecroon appointed Commandeur of Jaffna- 
pattam. His memoirs are regarded as a standard authori- 
ty on matters relating to the Northern possessions of the 
Dutch East India Company in Ceylon,. See Note 27. 

1696— Fr. Joseph Vaz appointed Vicar-General of Ceylon. See 
Note 16. 

1C97— Governor Gerret de Hccre visits Jaffna. 

1700— Fr. Joseph Beschi arrives in India. See Notes 22, 29. 

1703— Arrival in Ceylon of Fr. Jacome Gonsalvez. See Note 21. 

1704— Governor Comelts Joan Simons visits Jaffna. See Note 38« 
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1705— A Seminary established in Colombo by the Dutdi Cov- 
emment in which the Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Dutch, Portu- 
guese, Singhalese and Tamil languages were taught. See 
Note 31. 

1707 — ^June. 4 - The Thesawalame sanctioned by the Dutch Gov- 
ernment, and the Civil Courts directed to be guided t^it. 
See Note 18. 

1711— Jan. 7 - The Venerable Fr. Joseph Vaz dies at Kandy* See 
Note 17. 

1711— June. 6- A law enacted by the Dutch Government prohi- 
biting Hindu Ceremonies under severe penalties. See Note 13. 
1715 — The Catholic Clergy prohibited from administering Baptism. 
See Note 13. 

1715— ‘Public assemblies or private conventicles of Roman Catho- 
lics forbidden. See Note 13. 

1719- Governor Rumpf visits Jaffna. 

1722— Jacob de Jong (Senior) appointed Commandeur of Jaffna- 
pattam. See Note 30. 

1726— Heavy rain in Jaffna, flooding the country and causing 
starvation and sickness. , 

1732— Aug. 25 - Gaulterus Wouterez appointed Commandeur of 
Jaffnapattam, 

1732— A Pearl Fishery. 

1736— A printing office for printing books in the native langu- 
ages established by the Dutch Government and brought into 
active operation, ^e Note 31. 

1739— Governor Van Imhoff visits Jaffna and Mannar. 

1740— A new set of 'Thombus** commenced to be compiled. See 

Note 28. 

1742— Death at Manaparai of Fr. Joseph Beschi, better known as 
Veeramamuniver. See Notes 22, 29. 

1746— Governor Stein Van Gollenesswsits Jaffna. 

1746— A Pearl-Fishery yielded £4,766-13 4. See Note 36. 

1747— A Pearl-Fishery yielded £21,400. See Note 36. 

1748— Feb. 26-Jacob de Jong (Junior) appointed Commandeur of 

Jaffnapattam. See Note 30. 

1748— A Pearl Fishery yielded £38,580. See Note 36. 

1748— Proclamation issued forbidding the education of a Roman 

Catholic for the ministry. See Note 13. 

1749— A Pearl-Fishery yielded £66,375. 
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1749— The New Testament, translated from the Greek into Tamil 
by the Revd. Philip Melho, Clergyman at Jaffna, published 
by the Dutch Government. See Note 31. 

1751 — ^The Catholic Clezgy prohibited from celebrating Mass. See 
Note 13. 

1753— A Pearl-Fishery yielded £6,360. 

1754— The last revision of the ‘'Thombus” of Jaffna. See Note 28. 
1754— A Pearl-Fishery yielded £1,469. 

1756— Sept. 29 - Poelogisinghe Mudaliyar Philippoe Comarawelen of 
Tellippalai appointed the Company’s first native physician 
for the Commandements of Jaffnapattam. See Note 32. 

1758 — Tax laid on Catholic Marriages. 

1758— June. 26 - Don Philippoe Chitambela Mudaliyar of Waclnarponne 

appointed the Company’s broker. See Note 33. 

1759— March. Punkas come into use among the Dutch grandees of 

Jaffna. 

1759 — ^The Revd. Christian Fredrick Schwartz visits Ceylon, landing at 
Jaffna and preaching all over ihe Island. See Note 26. 
1761— Aug. 10 - Retirement of Don Manuel Rajakarie Mana Mudaliyar 
as Shroff or Cashier of Mannar and the appointment to his 
place of his son in-law Walayren Joan Ramanaden of Mani- 
pay. See Note 34. 

1765— May. 13 - Anthony Mooyaart appointed Commandeur of Jaffna- 
pattam. See Note 35. 

1768— April - The last Pearl-Fishery under the Dutch. 

1776— Marriages of Catholics ordered to be solemnised before the 
Reformed Ministers or the Civil Officer. See Note 13. 
1782— Jan. 11 - A British Squadron under the Command of Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes, and some land forces, under Sir Hector 
Munro, take possession of Trincomalee. 

1782— Feb. 10 - Exposition of the body of St. Francis Xavier at Goa. 
1784— Silver Coins issued by the Dutch Government from its own 
mint in Colombo. See Note 37. 

1784 — Death of Kanapathy Ayer of Batticotta. He is the Author 

of several **Nadagams.” See Note 39. 

1785— Plakaat interdicting Catholic Schools. See Note 13. 

1785— Death at Colombo of Governor Falck, after an able administra- 
tion of twenty years. 

1785— Aug. 15 - St Michael's Church, Klaly, built. 

1785— Paper currency first introduced into Ceylon by Governor 
Vander Graaf, 
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178^An enumeration made by order of Governor Vender Graaf, 
of all the inhabitants in the maritime districts subject to 
the Dutch East India Company and that reckoning gave 
817,000 inhabitants of both sexes and all ages. 

1789— The foundation of .St Mary’s Church, the premier Church 

of Jaffna, laid. See Note 40. 

ITOQ—Jan. - Don Nicholas Tisseveerasinghe Mudaliyar appointed a 
volunteer in the Jaffna Kachcheri. See Note 41. 

1790— The Pentateuch, translated into Tamil from the Hebrew by 

the Revd. P. de Melho, published by the Government. 
See Note 31. 

1790— Aug. 10- 'Death in his 67th year of Philip de Melho, celebra 
ted as a Dutch Divine, Tamil Bibilical translator and poet. 
He was the first Ceylonese who was admitted to the 
Christian Ministry by the Dutch Government. He was also 
the Dutch Chaplain of Jaffna for some years. See Note 31, 

1793— Steps taken to develop cotton cultivation in Jaffna. 

1794— Building of St. Mary’s* Church (now the Jaffna Cathedral) 

completed. Revd. Fr. Leonard Rebeiro, a Goanese priest, 
was the first Parish Priest; and Tomaipillai Anthonipillai, 
Ordnance Store keeper, during the latter days of the Dutch 
Government and a munificient contributor in land and 
money to the building of the Church, was the first Pre< 
sident Moopu. See Note 40. 

1795— Aug 'Death in his 97th year of Kulangkai Thampiran, an 

Indian poet, domiciled in Jaffna, in his latter days he 
lived at Chiviateru. He wrote an excellent commentary on* 
the Nanool ot Pavunanthy besides several other Tamil 
works. See Note 42. 

1795— Sept - A British force under Captain Stewart lands at PointPedro 
and advances on Jaffnapattam. 

1795— Sept. 28' Jaffna surrendered to the British forces under General 
Stewart. See Note 7. ^ 


Dutch Period 
of 

Settlement' of Jaffna 
1658-1795. 



BRITISH PERIOD 
1795—1920 

1795— Sept • The British occupy Jaffnapattam. 

—Dec. 3 < John Jarvis appointed Collector of Jaffna. 

179G-Feb. 16 - Surrender of Colombo. The English become mas- 
ters of the Island. Ceylon governed from Madras. 

1796— Feb. 26 - The first Pearl-Fishery under the Englidi yielded 

£60,000. 

1796— The Wanny formed into a separate Collectorate. 

1797— A Pearl-Fishery yielded £ 110.000. 

—Burton GageBarbet appointed Collector of Jaffna. 

1798— Oct. 12 - Ceylon made a King's Colony ; and the Hon. Fre- 

drick North (afterwards Earl of Guildford) appointed Gov- 
ernor. 

1798— Don Nicholas Tisseveerasinghe Mudaliyar appointed Thombu- 

Holder of the Jaffna Kachcheri. See Notes 41.43. 

1799— A Pearl-Fishery yielded £30,000. 

1799— Jan. 15 - The importation of slaves into Ceylon prohibited. 
1799-Sept. 23- Torture and other barbarous modes of punishment 
abolished. 

1799— Sept. 23 - Liberty of conscience and the free exercise of 
religious worship allowed to all His Majesty's subjects in 
Ceylon. 

1799— Dec. 15 - The first English Seminary for natives founded at 

Colombo. 

1800— June -A murrain carried off four-fifths of the cattle in the 

Northern Province. 

1800— June. A tumult at Mannar— Mantotte, on account of the 

jewel tax, in which KumaraSinghe Mudaliyar, a poet and 
physician of Mantotte, was implicated. See Note 46. 

1801- The Revd. Christian David appointed Government Colonial 

Chaplain of Jaffna. Two of his predecessors here were Wil- 
liam Frandscus and Manuel Morgappa. See Notes 47, 106. 

1801— Sept 3 - Rent or tax on paddy and fine grain levied. Un- 

der the Dutch a large area of rice land was held in re- 
turn for personal services under the little of ‘‘accommodes- 
sans.” 

1802— March. 15 • The publication of the Ceylon Government Gazette 

commenced. 
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1802^March. 27 - Treaty of Amiens^ all Dutch possessiona in Cey- 
lon pass into ^e hands of the English. See Notft 48. 
--The Supreme Court of Judicature instituted. 

1802'-Aug. 11> Vaccine innoculation commenced at Trincomalie. 

1802— The Protestant Christians among the Tamils of Jafihia are 

reckoned at 136.000. See Note 49. 

1809— A Pearl-Fishery at Chilaw yielded £ 15,000. 

— Pandara Wanniya, the rebel chief of the Wanny, assist- 
ed by the Kandyans, raises an insurrection. 

1803— Aug. 25 - The Kandyans attack Mullaitivu. 

—Pandara Wanniya, the rebel chief, attempts to plunder 
the village of Vidattaltivu, but is prevented by Major Vin- 
cent at the head of the Mannar Independent company. 
1803— Sept - KoomaraSegara Mudaliyar of Mullaitivu and several 
others executed on a charge of treason. 

— ^The Ceylon civil fund established. 

1803— Oct 31 - Captain Drieberg attacks Pandara Wanniya’s troops^ 

many of whom are killed. 

1804— A Pearl-Fishery yielded about .£ 75,000. 

1804— Three London missionaries arrive in Ceylon and are sta- 
tioned at Galle, Matara and Jaffna, but they soon after 
leave the Island again save Revd. Mr. Palm, who eventual- 
ly becomes minister of Wolfendhal Church. 

1805 -47 schools in Jaffna suddenly dosed ’for want of funds. 
1806— A Pearl-Fishery yielded £35,000. 

1806— April. 2 - The Hon’ble Alexander Johnston appointed Pro- 
vincial Chief Justice. 

1806— June. 4- Roman Catholics relieved of the restrictions im- 
posed upon them by the Dutch. 

1806— July- Police Vidhans first appointed. 

1806— Aug. 5 • Mahomedan laws relating to inheritance and mar- 

riage sanctioned by the Council. 

1807— Jan. - The Bazaar tax first established. 

180&-A Pearl-Fishery yielded £90,00^ 

—Dec. 16 - The foundation laid of the stone-house called the 
Maddam in the land lying in close proximity to the front 
gate of the Jaffna Cathedral. 

1809— March. - A Pearl-Fishery yielded £ 25,000. 

—March. 1— The Hon’ble William Coke appointed Provincial 
Chief Justice. 

1811— Feb. 1- Erroomaravooyanda Mana Mudaliyar appointed Par- 
pathiagara of Calapoomi in Karativu. See Note 19, 
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lfill-*-Nov . 8 • A new Charter of Justice read and promulgated, by 
which the Supreme Court became divided into two divisions, 
the first consisting of the Chief Justice to sit at Colombo, 
and the second consisting of the Puisne Justice to sit at 
Jaifnapattam, the benefit of trial by Jury in Criminal cases 
extended to all His Majesty's subjects in Ceylon. 
—'Edward Nolan takes charge of Delft being appointed Sup- 
erintendent of that Island— See Note 50. 

1812— March. 10 - His Excellency Lieutenant-General Robert Brown- 
rigg appointed Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Briti^ Settlements in Ceylon arrives at Colombo. See Note 
106. 

1812— March. - A Pearl-Fishery yielded £ 90,000. 

— March. 16 - A new Charter of Justice granting Trial by Jury, 
read and promulgated. 

—Aug. 1 - Auxiliary Bible Society instituted. 

—Aug. 11 - A Royal Botanic Garden established in Ceylon. 
—Potatoes first successfully cultivated in Ceylon. 

—Missionaries first sent to India by the American Board 
of Foreign Missions. See Note 51. 

1813— Feb. 10 - Death of Mrs. Ault, wife of the Revd. Ault, 

Wesleyan Missionary. See Note 53. 

—Feb. - Revd. Mr. Newell, an American Missionary, lands in 
Colombo.— See Note 52. 

Aug. 10— Bazaar tax abolished. 

1814— A Pearl-Fishery yielded £64,000, 

—May. 2 - Death at sea of Dr. Coke^ a very learned and phil* 
anthropic Wesleyan Missionary, on his way to Ceylon. See 
Note 53. 

1814— June. 29 - Arrival at Galle of six Wesleyan Missionaries 

viz. Rev. Messrs James Lynch, Thomas H. Squance^ Ault, 
Erskine, Clough and Harvard. See Note 53. 

—Nov. 5 - Dreadful hurricane in the North and North-West 
coast of Ceylon, which occasioned great devastation in Jaffna, 
Vidattaltivu and Mannar. 

1815— Ethirveerasinghe Nitsinghe Talaivasinghe Mudaliyar, a dis- 

tinguished Jaffna gentleman, assists Colonel Hardy in the 
subjugation of the Kandyan Kingdom. 

—March - W. H. Hooper ai^inted collector of Jaffna. 

—April 15 - The Dutch Copper Coins called Challies put into 

circulatioiL Challies to pass current at the rate of 12 
for one fanam, 
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1815-^Aug. • Revd. Messrs Edward Warren, Richard, Bardwell, Poor 
and Meigs of the American Mission, leave Boston with their 
families for Ceylon. 

1815— John Wilkins^ a merdiant, farms the exclusive privilege 

of exporting Beche-de-mer for five years. 

1816— March. 23 - Arrival in Colombo of the American Mission- 

aries. See Note 360. 

—April. 21 - The American Missionaries organise themselves into 
a congr^tional Church. 

—July. 11 - Revd. E. Warren of the American Mission arrives 
in Jaffna. Revd. Benjamin C. Meigs, Revd. Daniel Poor, D- 
D. and others follow soon after. See Note 54. 

1816— Aug. 12 - The proprietors of slaves in the Maritime Pro- 

vinces, 763 in number, declared that all children bom of 
their slaves after this date should be thenceforward free. 
—Oct. 15 - Messrs Warren and Poor take up their 'residence 
at Tellipallai. Hastings and Meigs settle down at Batti- 
cotta. 

—Rev. E. Warren and James Richard of the American Mis- 
sion commence to practise European Medicine among the 
native population. See Note 55. 

1817— Revd. E. Warren of the American Mission establi^es a 

small hospital at Tellipalal. See Note 55. 

-r-Sept. At the request of Sir Alexander Johnston, Chief Jus- 
tice of Ceylon, the Church Mission consents to send mis- 
sionaries to preach the Gospel in the Island. See Note 56. 
—Dec. 20 • Four Missionaries, Samuel Lambrick, Benjamin 
Ward, Robert Major, and Josq[>h Knight sail for Ceylon. 
See Note 56. 

1818— First cargo of cocoanut oil taken from Ceylon to the United 

Kingdom, 

—June. 17 - Arrival in Colombo of four Missionaries of the Church 
Mission. See Note 56. 

—July. Establiriiment of the C.Mbi sl id Jaffna. The Rev. Joseph 
Knight arrives in Jaffna andtakrauphis residence at Nal- 
lur. See Note 56. 

—Aug. • Death at Cape Town of the Revd. B. Warren of the 
American Mission. 

1819— Dr. Scttdder of the American Mission arrives as Medicat 

Misrionary and commences the training^of a few native 
young men to practise medicine in the country on Europe- 
an principles. See Note 55. 
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1820— The Madhu pilgrimage commences to become popular after its 

repression by the Dutch. 

—The Association of the Holy Family Ntms establi^ed at 
Bordeaux, France. See Note 126. 

— Revds. Miron Winslow, and Henry Woodward and Miss Lydia 
Woodward, and Miss Harriet Scudder arrive and join the 
American Missiop of Jaffna. 

—Feb. 1 - Lieutenant-General Sir Robert Brownrigg leaves for 
England and Sir Edward Barnes assumes office as Lieut- 
Govemor. 

1821— Dead chanks first discovered In the Jaffna lagoon. See 

Note 57. 

1822— Feb. 2 - Lieutenant-General Sir Edward Paget, k. c. b., assumes 

the Government of the Colony. 

—Feb. 6- Charles Scott appointed Collector of Jaffna. 

—April 23 - Jordon Lodge, Nathaniel Niles, Charles Hodge, One- 
simus, and Ebenezer Porter examined and admitted as mem- 
bers of the American Church. They were the first native 
American Pastors. 

1822— July. - Major General Sir James Campbell, k. c. b., appointed 
to the staff of the Army in Ceylon, arrives at Trin- 
comalie. 

—Nov. 6 - Lieutenant-General Sir Edward Paget, k. c. b., 
leaves Colombo for Calcutta and Major General Sir James 
Campbell, K. c. B., takes his seat in Council as Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

The Revd. Joseph Knight establishes an English School ' at 
Nallur known as the Nallur English School. See Notes 
56,93. 

1823— The New Chapel of the Wesleyan Mission, Jaffna, opened 

See Note 53. 

—July, 22 - The Batticotta Seminary opened and placed in 
charge of Dr. Daniel' Warren Poor. See Notes 58, 112. 

—July- Mr. Moyce builds a small Chapel at Madhu. 

—The Revd. Mr. Adley of the Church Mission comes to Jaffna 
and joins the Revd. Mr. Knight See Note 68. 

1824^Jan. 18 - Lieutenant-General Sir Edward Bames» K. c. B. ap 
pointed Governor and Commander -in-Chief of Ceylon. 

1824— The opening at Uduville of a Central School for girls under 

the charge of Mr. and Mrs. Winriow of the American Mis- 
sion. See Note 59. 
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ld24— Feb. - .The Revd. Mr. Squance of fhe Wedeyan Miseioii 
engaged in the work among the Portuguese and Dutch 
descendants of Jaffna, leaves for Gaile on account of 
ill-health. The Revd. Mr. Carver succeeds him. 

—March. 1 - Percival jAckland Dyke appointed assistant to the 
Collector of Jaffna. See Note 131. 

— ^Experiments commenced with powerful engines to raise the 
water from the tidal weU at Putoor with a view to irri- 
gation. See Note 60. 

—July. 23 - A Silver Sword and buckler presented to St James 
at Klaly in fulfilment of a vow by one Samuel. He was 
employed as a horse-keeper under the Revd. Mr. Adley, 
the Church Missionary in charge of the English School 
at Nallur. See Note 61. 

1825— Feb. 1 - P. A. Dyke appointed Fiscal and sitting Magistrate 
of Jaffna. See Note 131. 

1825— July. 1 - Pounds, Shillings, Pence and Farthings, the currency 

of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, de- 
clared the legal and established currency of the Island. 
All Government accounts commence to be kept entered 
and adjusted in that currency. 

—Death in his 92nd year of Don Deigo Wamasuriya Arasu- 
nilayitta Mudaliyar, Respadore under the Dutch Govern- 
ment. See Note 62. 

—Mathew Philips engaged as a pundit to the American Mis- 
sionaries becomes a catechist under the Rev. Mr. Knight 
of the Church Mission. See Note 63. 

—Dec. 30- C. Brownrigg appointed Collector of Jaffna. 

—The Jaffna Religious Tract Society instituted. 

— S. Wala Supramanier Ayer commences to practise as a 
Proctor in Jaffna. 

1826— A printing office established at Nallur by the Revd. Joseph 

Knight. (The way to Paradise) was the Tamil 

work first printed in Jaffna in thjg press. This press was lent 
to him by the American Mission of Jaffna. See Note 64. 

1827— Death at Araly of Muttucumara Pulavar, a well-known poet 

of his day, who established a School at Kayts. He is 
the author of Devasagaya Nadagam and other poetical 
works. See Note 65. 

—Death in his 50th year of Mappana Mudaliyar, Maniagar of 
Tenmaradchy. He is the author of some welMoiowo Taanil 
works. See Note 66. 
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1827- May. 17- William Gisbom appointed Collector of Jaffna. 

1828— March. 28 - A Lunar Eclipse. An interesting controversy 

took place between Dr. Poor of the Batticotta Seminary 
and the famous Visuvanatha Sashtriar of Araly. about the 
extent of obscuration and the time of duration of this 
eclipse. Dr. Poor’s calculations thoroughly tested and 
agreeing with the Nautical Almanac proved exactly in ac- 
cord with the movements of the heavily bodies, great- 
ly to the discomfiture of the Sashtriar. See Note 67. 

—April. A Pearl-Fishery yielded £ 29,072-5 t3% 

1828— July . 12* Joseph Price appointed Collector of Jaffna. 

—Commencement of operations for opening the Paumban 

Channel. 

—July- The N.M. Gem and Jewel shop started by Nagalin- 
ga Paththar at Kannathiddy. The present proprietor is 
N. Muttukistna Paththar of Wannarponne. 

—The Nayanmar Kadu hospital started. See Note 69. 

— Revd. Mr. Adley of the Church Mission takes a few Jaffna 
boys to Colombo to be ed%cated at the Cotta Christian 
Institution. See Note 68. 

1829— March. 18 - Mana Mudaliyar Ehamparam appointed Parpa- 

thiagarof Calapoomi in Karative. See Note 20. 

— Oct. 1 - P. A. Dyke appointed Collector of Jaffna. See Note 131. 

—A Pearl-Fishery yielded £ 37,307-13-4. 

1830— A Pearl-Fishery yielded £ 21,529-19-0. 

—The Monopoly of the chayaroot abolished. 

183a— Population of the Jaffna Peninsula 14^52A 

—March > A Pearl-Fishery yielded £28^2-0-8>^. 

—March. 30 - The American Mission buildings at Manway con- 
sumed by fire. 

—June. 1 - Charles Peter Layard appointed Fiscal and sitting 
Magistrate of Jaffna. 

—Oct 23- The Right Hon. Sir Robert Wilmot Horton, appoint- 
ed Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Ceylon, arrives and 
takes his seat in Council. 

1832— Feb. 1- The Kandy Mail-Coach, the first Mail-Coach in Asia* 
started. 

—Feb. 18- An extraordinary metor appeared at Colombo, Gallee, 
Jaffna, Trincomalie and other parts of the Island. 

—April. 12- Order of the King in Council abolishing the Raja- 
karia or compulsory service to Government received. 

—April- Revd. John Hensman (Murugesar) gets admission into 
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the C. M. S. Seminary at Cotta through the influence of 
the Revd. Mr. W. Adley. See Note 70. 

1832— A Pearl-Fishery at Calpentyn Mutwal, yielded £3,887-5-3. 

—Aug. 6- Ceylon Savings Bank opened. 

—Sep. 8- First Cricket Club established in Colombo. 

—Sep. 28 - The order of the King in Council abolishing c om* 
pulsory labour in the Colony proclaimed. 

—Nov. -Sir Robert Wilmot Horton, Governor, visits Jaffna and 
presides at a public examination in the Batticotta Semi- 
nary. See Note 72. 

—Dec. 1- Mr. Henry Martyn appointed teacher in the Batti- 
cotta Seminary. See Note 71. 

1833 — The Island divided into five provinces. 

—Jan. 7- Mr. Henry Martyn receives an autograph reply from 
Sir R. W. Horton. See Note 72. 

—Feb. - A Pearl-Fishery at Arippo yielded £25,043-10-0. 

—Feb. 30* The first attempt at watch-repairing successfully 
made by a Jaffna gelttleman. See Note 73. 

-*Oct. 1- Percival Ackland Dyke appointed Government Agent, 
Fiscal and Collector of Customs of the Northern Province, 
inaugrates his memorable administration, the most unique 
among provincial administrations, which lasted nearly forty 
years, and by which he earned the title of the **Raja of 
the North”. See Notes 68, 131. 

1833— The Department of Public Works installed in Jaffna. See 

Note 6a 

—Dr, Nathan Ward m. d. of the American Mission, arrives 
and joins the Batticotta Seminary as a professor. See 
Note 58. 

—The establishment of the Executive and Legislative Councils. 

—Removal of the restrictions impqj^ by Government on the 
American Mission. See Note 74. 

—An Infant School started at Pandeterippo by Mrs. Eckard 
of the American Mission. This was the first ‘Infant 
School** in Ceylon. See Note 74. 

1834— May. 19 - The School Commissipil constituted. 

—May. 22 - The first Meeting of the Legi^ative Council held 
at Colombo. 
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1834-«-Ceylon, fo^ purposes of ecclesiastical administration, detached 
from the Diocese of Cochin and erected into a separate 
Vicariate Apostolic. TheRevd. Fr. Francis Xavier appoint- 
ed first Vicar Apostolic of Ceylon. See Note 76. 

1834— The printing establishment at Nallur transferred to the 
American Mission and removed to Manipay. See Note 64. 

—The Jaffna Temperance Society started by the American 
Mission. See Note 97. 

— Henry Richard Hoisington D. D. arrives and joins the Ame- 
rican Mission of Jaffna. See Note 58, 74. 

1834— The Jaffna Central School started by the Rev. Peter Per- 
cival. He was then the General Superintendent of th'c 
Wesleyan Mission in the Northern and Eastern Provinces, 
and Financial Secretary. A Boarding Institution divided 
into separate Departments for boys and girls was also 
established. This institution was intended for the benefit 
not only of the youths of Jaffna but also of the children 
of parents residing in other parts of the Island. Mr. 
Percival had also under him two girls* English Schools, 
six boys* Tamil Schools and two girls’ Tamil Schools in 
Jaffna. The course of study adopted in the day and 
boarding schools included In addition to the ordinary 
branches of a plain education. Ancient and Modern History, 
Algebra, Geometry. Mensuration, Natural Philosophy and 
the elements of Mental and Moral Science. English and 
Tamil Schools were also opened in the course of time at 
Puttur, Kaddevely and Point Pedro. Mr. Percival was 
succeeded in the Management of these Institutions by 
the Revds. Gillings, Williams, Robinson, Barber, Talbot, 
Mitchel, Hornby and Rhodes. See Note 53, 75. 

1834— Messrs G. W. Colette, G. Koch, C. Ollegesegerampulle and 

A. Soosalpillai commence to practise as Proctors in 
Jaffna. 

1835— New stations at Varany and Chavakachcheri opened by the 

American Mission. 

—Death of the Revd. Fr. Francis Xavier, first Vicar Aposto- 
lie of Ceylon. See Note 76. 

- July, 18 ' Receipt by the Royal Society of Great Britain and 
Ireland of two Terrestrial Globes sent by Mr. Henry 
Martyn of Jaffna. See Note 79. 

3 
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1835— Messrs C. Speldwinde^ A. H. Bultjens and P. E. Toussaint 

begin to practise aa Proctors in Jaffna. 

1836— Feb. 6 - The Ceylon Temperance Society formed. 

—A Pearl-Fishery yielded £25,816-3-11. 

1836— Revd. Fr. Vincent De Rosario appointed Vicar Apostolic of 

Ceylon in succession to Revd. Fr. Francis Xavier with the 
title of Bishop of Tamacene. See Note 76. 

—Revd, Poor resigns his connection with the Batticotta Semi- 
nary and proceeds to Madura. See Note 58. 

—The building of the Puthankuli bridge, the best in the 
North undertaken. See Note 78. 

—Taxes upon imports and exports first imposed in Ceylon. 

1837— Jan. 5 - Mr. Henry Martyn appointed Professor of Mathematics 

and Natural Philosophy in the Batticotta Seminary. See 
Note 71. 

—Jan. - Mr. George Dashiel appointed tutor of Hindu Astro- 
nomy, Sanskrit and Native Arithmetic in the Batticotta 
Seminary. 

—A society called the Tirupanichangam formed for the pur- 
pose of carrying out all works in connection with St 
Mary’s Church, Jaffna. See Note 80. 

-A Pearl-Fishery yielded £ 10,6314-9J^ 

—April. 5 - Ordination of the Revd. John Philips Sanmugam, 
the first Wesleyan Tamil Minister of Jaffna. See Note 53. 

1837— The Jaffna Wesleyan Girls* boarding school started. See 

Note 53. 

—Nov. 7 • The Right Hon. J. A. Stewart Mackenzie appointed 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Ceylon arrives and 
takes his seat in Council. 

1838— Mr. Henry Martyn constructed a Perambulator for the purpose 

of determining the mile posts Qp the public roads and 
presented the same to Mr. P. A Dyke, G. A, N. p. 

1839— Mr. W. Volk appointed Professor of Geography, Chronology 

and History, and Mr. E. Rockwood of Mathematics, in the 
Batticotta Seminary. See Note 269. 

— Sandrasegara Mudaliyar Saverimuttu Mudaliyar appointed 
to succeed Philip Muttukistna Mudaliyar as chief Kach- 
cfaeri Mudaliyar of Jaffna. See Note 77. 

—Crown lands sold at five shOlings an acre as upset price. 
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183^Jttly- An appeal made to the Ptopaganda for European 
Catholic Missionaries to work in Ceylon. See Note 76. 
—Dec. 18- An ordinance lor regulating the publication of 
News-papera. 

1839— A census of Jaffna: Jaffna 62,137; Mallagam 45^305; Ten- 

maradchy 43,927; Vadamaradchy 35,747; Islands 25^292; 
Total 212,408. 

—Mr. W. Maartenss commences to practise as a Proctor in 
Jaffna. 

1840— Death in his 60th year of Chenathiraya Mudallyar, a renown- 

ed Tamil scholar and poet. See Note 81, 

—Jan. 4 -The abolition of the fish tax. 

— Mar. 1-H. E. O’Grady appointed acting Assistant Govern* 
ment Agent at Jaffna. 

—June -Mr. P. A. Dyke, G. A., N. P. donates a piece of 
land at Copay, 75 Ims. in extent; to the C. M. S. 

—Sep. 24 - Bank of Ceylon Incorporated by Royal Charter. 
—Graduation from the Batticotta Seminary, then under the 
Revd. Dr. Hoisington, of Messrs J. R. Arnold, Kevins, Caroll, 
Evarta; Rogers. Stickney and other distinguished students. 
— Oct 19 -Death from hydrophobia of Mappaner Mudaliyar, 
Manager of the Kandaswamy Temple at Nallur. 

-The Revd. Robert Bren takes charge of the C. M. S. work 
at Copay. 

1841— Jan. 7 - The publication of the Morning Star commenced , 

the first editors bring Messrs. Henry Martyn and Seth 
Payson. This is the first attempt at journalism in Jaffna. 
See note 82. 

1841— Jane. 15 - The first brig bifilt in Jaffna by Arumugam Chet- 
ty, a wealthy Native Merchant launched from the beach 
near the Customs House at Jaffna. 

—The Girls’ boarding school at Nallur started by the Church 
Mission. See Note 56. 

—Feb. • Mr. Hardy, an enterprising merchant from the West 
Indies, arrives in Jaffna and buys 2000 acres of crown 
land in the Thenmaradchy District for the cultivation of 
tobacco and other plantations, 

—Feb. 28 -Arrival from Trincomalie of Captain Cochrane as 
Commandant at Jaffna. 

—March. 5 - Arrival from England of Miss Tweedle; connected 
with the ‘^Society for promoting Female Education in the 
East,” to assist the Revd, P. Percival in the ’Toung 
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1841*- Ladies School*’ tinder the Jaffna Wesleyan Mission. See 
Note 53. 

’-March. 9* At a public meeting of English. Burgher, and 
Tamil gentlemen held at the local Court House, and pre- 
sided over by Captain Cochrane. "A Friend-in-Need So- 
ciety” for Jaffna was formally organised. See Note 83. 

1841 —March. - Revd. Mr. Johnston of the C. M. S. and. Mrs. 
Johnston arrive in Jaffna and take up their residence at 
Nallur to work for the benefit of the native population. 

—March. - Mr. Thomas Mortimer, then a catechist connected 
with the C. M. S . who accompanied the Revd. W. Adley 
to England, returns to Jaffna. He was the first Jaffna 
man who visited Europe. 

—April. - The Nallur English School removed to Chundicully. 
See Note 93. 

—April, 5 - His Excellency Lieutenant-General Sir Collin Camp- 
bell. K. C. B. appointed Governor and Commander-in-Chief 
of Ceylon, arrives and takes his seat in Council. 

—April. - Tappal communication between Jaffna and Kayts 
established. 

—April. * A Tamil Dictionary, the first attempt at a complete 
Dictionary of the Tamil language in alphabetical order, 
printed at the American Mission Press. Manipay. 

—June. - The Ceylon Bank opened. 

1842-^Death of Bishop Vincent De Rosario. See Note 76. 

1842— April. - Two planters from England, Messrs Baynes and 
Qarke come to Jaffna with a view to carry on agricul- 
tural operations in the Northern Province. 

—May. 13 - Mr. Henry Martyn commences at Manipay and 
Uduvil, a course of lectures on astronomy illustrating the 
principles by means of an improved Phantasmagoria lan- 
tern designed for the purpose. 

-June. 2 - Death in his 76th yea^ of P.Kandapillai, familiarly 
known as Aradchy Kanther. poet and physician. He is 
the father of a more talented son. the late Arumuga 
Navalar. and is said to have composed over twenty 
poetical works. See Note 84, 

-Aug. 22 - The Colombo Observer of this date states that 
an English gentleman, engaged in the cultivation of 
tobacco in Jaffna, has raised a superior description of 
cotton from Pernambuco seeds and this has bemi valued 
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1842— by brokers in England at one shilling a pound. 

—Oct. • The first Reading Room in Jaffna opened by Mr. E. C. 
Grenier, Secretary, Courts^ Jaffna. This is now the pre- 
sent Jaffna Public Library. 

—Oct. 22 - Opening at Vannafponne of a Sivite Tamil School 
See Note 85. 

1842— Nov. & Dec. - Cholera at Mannar; 700 cases and 500 deaths 

reported. 

— Dec. 5 - Death of John Rodrigo Muttiah, Di strict Judge of 
the Islands. 

1843— Arrival in Jaffna of the Revd. Fr. Oratio Bettachini, an 

Italian Missionary, who became the first Vicar apostolic 
of Jaffna. See Note 76. 

—Feb. 8 -Mr. Dyke, who was, for 15 years, Government 
Agent of the Northern Province^ leaves Jaffna for Colombo 
to take up his new appointment of '^Acting Auditor and 
Accountant-General and Controller of Revenue.” 

—April. 1. - Mannar Government School opened. It was first 
held in a room at the Kachcheri of that Town. 

—April. 1 • Supramania Ambalawanar, Proctor and Deputy to 
the Queen’s Advocate of the District Court of Valigamam, 
appointed Acting District Judge of the I^ands. See 
Note 86: 

—June. -Mr. Henry Martyn severs connection with the Batti- 
cotta Seminary, where he was employed for 11 years. 
See Note 87. 

1843— July. • Crown lands in the Northern Province sold to Euro- 
pean planters at 5 shillings per acre. 

—Aug. - Breaking out of small-pox in Jaffna. Patients removed 
to Sirutivu for treatment 

—Aug. 11 - The Jaffna Native Improvement Society established. 

—Nov. 1. - Return of Mr. Dyke as Government Agent of the 
Northern Province. 

—Nov. 12 -The Catholic Press establidied in Colombo. 

—Nov. 13 -The Spire of the Dutch Church in the Fort of 
Jaffna struck by lightning. 

—Dec. 2 - A Severe gale at Jaffna. 

—Henry Martyn appointed Government Storekeeper. See 
Note 88. 
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1843- ^Dec. • 15»877 aores of crown land in the Northern Province 

advertised for sale. Five hundred acres sold at uffwards 
of 20 shillings per acre. 

—Discovery at Mannar of a gold ring marked Ann P. L. O. C. 

1844 — Death of Swampillai, a poet of Vilan in the village of 

Tellippalai. He was the author of some Tamil works. 
He also made a collection of Tamil poems for the use 
of Catholic Schools. 

1844— Death in his 40th year of Kadirasa Pulavar of Achchuveli. 
He wrote the Pathuma Poorany Nadagam and some 
fragmentary pieces. See Note 89. 

—June. -No 1 m than 150 elephants reported to have been 
killed in the Wanny, Government having off ered a reward 
of fifteen shillings for every elephant destroyed, A cer- 
tain number was also reported to have been killed in 
the Mannar and Pachchillapally districts. The tails of 
the elephants as proof of the animals having been killed 
were sent to the Jaffna Kachcheri, where they were cut 
in pieces and buried. 

"July. 13 - Police Courts establi^ed. 

—July. - During the criminal sessions at Jaffna, Chief Justice 
Sir Anthony Oliphant announced that ail the District 
Courts in the Northern Circuit, except those at Jaffna, 
Mannar, Mullaitivu, Trincomalie, Batticaloa and Chila'w, 
were soon to be abolished and Courts of Requests sub- 
stituted. 

—Aug. 14 A gang of robbers supposed to number between 
300 & 400 armed with cudgels and knives, make a night 
attack on the salt-pans at Vellaparavai in Puttur. Two 
of the ring-leaders arrested, tried and committed to jail. 

1844— Aug. -The Church of St Mary at Illavalai completely burnt 
down with all its fixtures, 

—Sept 20 - Death at Mannar of John Podmore, an Indo Bri- 
ton of Fort St George, Ma^as, aged 84 years and 3 
months. He was the finf^ Interpreter under Colonel Bar- 
bet soon after Jaffna surrendered to the British in 1795. 

—Sept. 24 - Nomination as Vicar Apostolic of Ceylon of the 
Right Revd. Dr. Francis. 

—Oct • A New Province called the North-Western Province 
created. 

—Oct 30 -Death at Tapjore of the Revd. Gnanapragasam 
David, brother of the Revd. Christian David of Jaffna, at 
the advanced age of 96 years. 
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1844— ^Nov. - Small-pox breaks out in Jaffna, Nallur and other 
places. 

—Nov. - Robert John Dunlop arrives in Jaffna and engages in 
coconut planting. See Note 173. 

—Nov. 18 - 800 acres of Crown-land situated in the Pachchi- 
lapally District purchased by European planters at cne 
pound per acre. 

1844— Dec. 20 - An ordinance passed for the total abolition of slav- 

ery in Ceylon. 

—Mr. Byrne of the P. W. D. takes steps to improve the system 
of ^ainage in Jaffna, 

1845— Jan. 1 - Courts of Requests established. 

—Jan. 1 * A new division of Circuits and Judicial Districts es- 
tablished. S. Ambalawanan appointed Commissioner of Re- 
quests and Police Magistrate of Kayts. See Note 86* 

—Feb. 1 • Civil Servants interdicted from engaging in agricultural 
or commercial pursuits. 

—Feb. 7 - The Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society 
formed. See Note 90. 

—Messrs J. Smith and S. Edirmannasinghe sworn in as unoffi- 
cial members of the legislative Council in the room of 
Mr. Armitage resigned and Mr. Casie Chetty. See Note 91. 

—Death of Saravanamuttu Pulavar. He is the author of 
a well-known Tamil work and translator of another from 
the Sanritrit See Note 92. 

1845— Death of Inasitamby, a Catholic Tamil poet. 

—May. 6 - Ceylon divided into the two Vicariates Apostolic of 
Colombo and Jaffna, Rev. Fr. Bettachini elected Coadju- 
tor to the Bishop of Usula. See Note 95. 

—Oct 5 - Installation of the Right Revd. Oratio Bettachini as 
Bishop of Torona, and Coadjutor to the Vicar Apostolic 
of Ceylon. 

-Serious out-break of small-pox in Jaffna. 

—Death in his 78fh year of Philip Chinnavar, Land owner and 
model farmer. See Note 94. 

1848— Feb. 8 • Dr. Bettachini consecrated Bishop of Torona at St 
Lttda’s Cathedral, Colombo. 

— Ifardi - Cholera which had been raging throughout several 
Districts of the Island especially at Kandy and Jaffna, 
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1846- began to abate. About 1(^000 deaths had occurred in the 

Northern Province. See Note 95. 

—April 1 - J. L. Flanderka appointed writer attached to the 
office of the Government Agent at Jaffna. 

1646— April - The first Ceylon Railway Scrip received in the Colony. 

—Death of Edirweerasinghe Nitsinghe Talaivasinghe Mudaliyar. 
Maniagar of Valligamam West and the adjoining Islands. 

—June 16 - Publication of the first number of the journal of 
the Royal Asiatic Society of Ceylon. 

— ^June 16 - Election of His Holiness Pope Pius lX-21st June 
His coronation. 

July - Dr. Chapman, the first Protestant Bishop of Colombo, comes 
to Jaffna and visits the Revd. Christian David. 

—Nov. 16 - The Ceylon Widow’s and Orphan’s Pbnsion Fund es- 
tablished. 

—Dec. - Arrival in Jaffna of the Revd. Wm. W. Howland of 
the American Mission. See Note 186. 

— The boarding school for girls at Uduvil under the Ameri- 
can Mission placed in charge of Miss Eliza Agnew and 
Miss Capell. 

1847— April. 19 - The Hon’ble Sir J. E. Tennent sworn in as Lieuten- 

ant-Governor. 

1847— May. 29 - Lord Torrington arrives from Galle and takes his 
oaths as Governor of Ceylon. 

•^Sep. 17 - Bishop Bettachini appointed Pro-Vicar of Jaffna. 

—Oct. 19 - Ordinance passed for the Registration of marriages, 

—Nov. 28 - Arrival in Jaffna of Father Semeria of the Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate. See Note 95. 

—First establishment in Jaffna of the congregation of the ob- 
lates of Mary Immaculate founded in 1815 by the Right 
Revd. Dr. De Mazenod, Bishop of Marssilles^— Revd. Fr] 
Semeria, the Revd. Fr. Keating and Brother Stephen Gas- 
pard, being the first membei;^ See Note 95. 

—Dec. 31 - Arumuga Navalar, Tamil Scholar and Sivite reform- 
er, commences a series of lectures or sermons at the 
Sivan Temple of Vannarponne, in defence of Hinduism. See 
Note 96. 

—Dr. Ward of the American Mission leaves for America, Dr. 
Samuel Fisk Green of ^e American Mission comes to Jaff- 
na and takes charge of its medical establiiihment See 
Note 96. 
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1848— March - An Oppary (The Lamentations of the Blessed Vir- 

gin Mary at the foot of the cross) composed and com- 
pleted by Henry Martyn. See Note 99. 

—April. 11 • First importation of Ice into Ceylon. 

—Aug. - The Catholic Boys’ English School known as the Jaffna 
Boys’ Seminary started by the Right Rev. Dr. Bettachini. 
See Note 103. 

' -Oct. 1 - W, C. Twynam Esqr. (now Sir William Twynam) ap- 
pointed Assistant Government Agent of Jaffna. See Note 199. 
—The Road Ordinance comes into operation. 

—Dec, 24 - Commotion at the Jaffna Cathedral, Bishop Bettachi- 
ni at the Church of Adaikkalamatha. Mr, Robert William 
Langslow D. Q. A. seriously injured in the melee. See 
Note 100. 

—Dec. 31 - Henry Pole appointed Commissioner of Requests and 
Police Magistrate of Jaffna. 

1849— 'Jaii. 6 • Death in his 55th year of Chanmukach Chaddambiyar» 

a well-known scholar and Tamil professor in the Batticotta 
Seminary. See Note 101. 

184‘^-The translation by Dr. Hoisington into English of the^hrae 
treatises on Sivasidanta Philosophy completed. 

—July. 15 - Death of Robert Wm, Langslow D. Q. A. Jaffna, 
^e Note 100, 

—Aug. - Revolt in Mantotte of the Goanese priest Miguel Philip 
Mascarenhas against Bishop Bettachini. Commencement of 
the schism in Mannar and Mantotte. 

Sep. - Stewart’s Garden in the Main Street, Jaffna, purclias- 
ed for the purpose of a residence for Bishop Bettachini. 
See Note 102. 

1850— Jan. < The Jaffna Boys Seminary placed in charge of Mr. 

Patrick Foy, an Irishman. See Note 103. 

—March. - Mrs. Flannagan, widow of an Irishman, and mother 
of the Rev. Father P. O’Flannagan O. M. I. takes charge 
of the English School for the Catholic girls of Jaffna under 
the R. C. Mission. See Notes 104, 223. 

—The Rev. Fr. Cassinelli’s first report on the Vicariate Apos- 
tolic of Jaffna issued. 

— July. 4 - T. Mudaliyar Abraham appointed Notary Public of 
Jaffna by Mr. P. A, Dyke, G. A., N. P. See Note 231. 

4 
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1850— Aug. • Arrival in Jaffna of Fathers Mauroit and Vivier. 

—Mr. Nicholas Puvirajasii^he acts as Store-keeper to the P. 

R. C. and continues to work in t^at capacity till 1866. 

— Nov. 27 - Sir George Anderson arrives as Governor. 

—Apiece of land purchased for the new Catholic Cemetery 
at Jaffna. 

—The Jaffna Friend-in-Need Society's Ho^ital building com- 
pleted. 

—The first upstair house built in Jaffna. See Note 43. 

1851— June. 4'- Father Semeria appointed Vicar General of Jaffna. 

See Note 95. 

—The Dedication of the C. M. S. Church at Copay. 

1852 —Jan. - Rev. Mr. Percival of the Wesleyan Mission commences 
the translation of the Bible into Tamil. See Note 105. 

—May, 8 - Death at the age of 81 of the Rev. Christian David. 
He was styled *The Patriarch of the Church in Ceylon” 
by Dr, Wardsworth, Bishop of Lincoln. See Note 106. 

*A Silver Medal Granted to Mr. Vencatachellum, who was 
a private in the Military stationed in the Jaffna Fort, 
for long service and good conduct. He was the grand- 
father of K. Kandasamy, No, 356 of the Jaffna Police Force. 
See Note 350. 

—Dec. - Out break of Cholera at Point Pedro. 

—Report of the American Mission of Jaffna published. 

—The Tirupanai Changam, in which laymen administered the 
temporalities of St. Mary’s Church, the premier church 
of Jaffna, collapses. See Note 80. 

1853— Jan. - St. Peter’s School (now Kilner College) in Chetty 
Street, Vannarponne, opened as a branch school by the 
Rev. Mr. Percival. It is an off-shoot from the Central College. 

—May. 6 - ’The Literary Miriror"^a monthly Magazine, started 
by Mr. Wyman Katiravetpillai. See Notes 107, 127. 

—A High Tamil school at Copay started by the C, M. S. See 
Note 108. 

—June - The American Missionaries introduce the photographic 
art into Jaffna. See Note 109. 

—Nov. - Cholera breaks out in Jaffna. 

—The ordinary monthly expenses of a European gentleman 
in Jaffna at this time seldom exceeded £4, 


o 
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1854 -Mar. 13 - Ordination of the Revd. Richard Watson Vairamut- 
tu, one of the first Tamil Wesleyan Ministers of Jaffna. 

—Mar. 21 - Mr. Hardy, a European planter, donates a piece of 
land at Chavakachcheri for the use of the Catholic Mis 
Sion of Jaffna. 

—May. 1 - Bishop Bonnand arrives at Kankesanturai as Visitor 
Apostolic to settle certain matters in connection with the 
Vicariates of Colombo and Jaffna. 

—Dec. 8 - Definition of the Immaculate Conception of the B 
V. M. See Note 95. 

—Death of Kasinatha Fulavar, a Poet and Astrologer of Achu- 
vely. He wrote a poem called Thalapuranam and some 
fragmentary Pieces. See Note 110. 

—The case instituted by Father Laureant in connection with 
the Kayts cemetery decided. The cemetery is declared 
common. 

—Publication of the work entitled Siva-dhusana-parikaram, 
by Arumuga Navalar. It excites some sensation in Jaffna. 
See Note 111. 

1855— Fqb. 3 - Death at Manipay of the Rev. Daniel Poor, D. D., 

aged 65 years and 7 months. See Notes 58, 112. 

—Feb. 7 - Cholera which had been raging throughout the penin- 
sula ceases on the termination of a Tridium in the Jaffna 
Cathedral in honour of the Immaculate Conception of the 
B. V. M. See Notes 95, 98. 

—May. 11 - Sir Henry Ward arrives and assumes the reins of 
Government. 

—May. 22 - First meeting held by Dr. Rufus Anderson, and the 
Rev. A. R. Thompson, who were sent to Jaffna as the Deput- 
ation of the Prudential Committee of the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, to inquire into 
the working of the American Ceylon Mission of Jaffna. 
See Note 55. 

— Npv. 15 - Death at Jaffna of Asseervatha Mudaliyar of the Jaffna 
Kachcheri. See Notes 43, 102. 

1856— Cholera breaks out in Jaffna and rages to an alarming 

extent. 

—June. 24 -The Photographic art first introduced into Ceylon 
Mr. Parting. See Note 109. 
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1856 Aug. 20 - Revd. Fr. Semeria consecrated Bishop of Olympia 
and elected co-adjutor to Bi^op Bettachini. See Note 95. 

Sept. A sum of fifteen thousand pounds is proposed to be 
devoted to complete a telegraph line of 300 miles from 
Mannar to Kandy, from Kandy to Colomtx) end from 
Colombo to Galle. 

■—Nov. 27 - Fr. Bonjean, a missionary of the Foreign Missions at 
Coimbatore, having obtained from Bishop Bonnand leave 
to join the Oblates and having been accepted by the 
Vicar Apostolic of Jaffna, lands at Kayts. See Note 95. 

1857- April. - A, Pearl-Fishery yielded £ 20,000. 

—May. 1 - Opening at the Pettah, Jaffna, of a Private Tamil 
School. See Note 113. 

—June. 1 - Mr. J. R. Arnold succeeds Mr. Caroll alias D. C. Vis- 
uvanathapillai, b. a. as Tamil Editor of the ‘‘Morning Star.” 
He continues in this post till the end of his life. See 
Notes 114, 115. 

—July. 26 • Bi^op Bettachini dies at Bollawatta ; Bishop Semeria 
succeeds him. See Note 103. 

—Aug. • Henry Martyn’s Poetical work entitled Esther Vilasam 
commenc^. See Note 99. 

1868— Jan. 1 - The first Telegraph line opened in Ceylon between 
Colombo and Galle. 

—April. - A Pearl-Fishery at Arippo yielded £ 24, 129. 

—May. 5 - Coomaraswamy Mudaliyar Wyman Katiravetpillai 
enrolled as an advocate, begins to practise in Jaffna. 

—July. 22 - Arrival of Steamer ♦‘Pearl.” 

Aug. 3 - Inauguration of the Ceylon Railway by Sir Henry 
Ward. 

—Sept 17 - The Submarine Cable connecting Ceylon with India 
laid between Thanaikai Ptand Talaimannar. 

—Oct - Opening of Telegraphic^ communication from Kandy 
to Mannar via Mihintale. 

—The tax on spirits reaches £ 75^000. 

— Oct. - Establi^ment of through Telegraphic communication 
between Ceylon and India. 

1859— Feb, - A Catholic Library, the first of its kind, opened in 
Jaffna by Bishop Semeria. 

- April. . A Pearl-Finery at Arippo yielded £ 48, 215. 

—Population of the town of Jaffna 28,500. 



1859— Nov. • The “Paliar Nasan/’ a small newspaper for children, 

issued under the direction of Messrs. Sanders and Hitch- 
cock of the American Mission. 

—The old church of St. John’s, Chundikully, C. M. S., replaced 
by the present building. 

—Death of Nicholas Tisseveerasinghe Mudaliyar. S6e Note 41* 

1860— -Feb. - Death of S. Davidupillai, a clerk in the Paddy De- 

partment of the Jaffna Kachcheri. See Note 116. 

—March - A Pearl-Fishery yielded £ 36, 681. 

—May - Mr. Francis Muttiah Armstrong promoted to the rank 
of Commanding officer in the P. W. D. See Note 117. 
—June. 30 - Sir Henry Ward appointed Governor of Madras. 

General Lockyer appointed Lieut. Governor of Ceylon. 
—July. 15 - Sir E. S. Creasy appointed Chief Justice of Cey- 
lon. He was a historical writer of great eminence. 

— Aug. 2 • Death at Madras from an attack of cholera of Sir 
Henry Ward, late Governor of Ceylon. 

—Chapel of St. Alphonsus Liguori established at Chavakach- 
cheri. 

—Aug. 4 - Sir Charles Mac’Carthy appointed Governor of Ceylon. 
—Sept. - The controversial dialogues at the Jaffna Cathedral 
commenced by Henry Martsm. See Note 118. 

— Oct. - Death at Chilaw of Simon Casie Chetty, the author of 
some learned works on Ceylon. 

“Dec. 21 - Father Pelissier commences the erection of St. Tho- 
mas’ Church at Pt. Pedro. 

- Dec. - Indian University examinations begin to be held in 
Jaffna. 

1861— March - Mr. Pennefather appointed Auditor General of the 

Colony. See Note 125. 

—March. 31 - Death of Henry Martyn, the talented Govern- 
ment Store-keeper. He was Teacher, Preacher, Editor. 
Scholar, Poet and Artist. See Note 119. 

—May. 21 - Death of Mgr. Mazenod, founder of the Society 
of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 

—St. Joseph’s orphanage established in Jaffna for the benefit 
of orphan children of heathen parentage. See Note 120. 

— July. -Mr. Muttu Coomara Swamy (afterwards Sir) appoint- 
ed Tamil member of the L^'slative Council. See Note 121. 
-July. 25 - Rev. Fr. Mauriot lays the foundation of St. James* 
Church Karaiyoon Jaffna. See Note 122. 
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1861>-Dec. 14 - Death of the Prince consort. 

—Dec. 16 - By a decree of the S. C. the Parapankandal Church 
ia made over to the Goanese schismatics. 

1862— March. 9 - A sacrilegious theft committed In the Jaffna 

Cathedral. 

—April - Re-appearance of cholera since 1855. 

—June. 15 - Governor Mac, Carthy visits Jaffna. 

—June. 16 - Proctor Bastiampillal presents an address to His 
Excellency on behalf of the Catholics of Jaffna. 

—Cholera rages at Passaloor. 

—Aug. 15 - St. Thomas* Church at Pt Pedro opened fofir Divine 
worship. 

—Sept, > Bronze money first Introduced Into Ceylon. 

—Sept. -The “Jaffna Freeman*' started by N. G. Gould. See 
Note 127. 

— Sept. 29 - Death at the age of 39 of the Reyd. Richard Watson 
Vairamuttu, the younger of the first two Wesleyan Tamil Mi« 
nisters of Jaffna. 

—Oct • Death at Jaffna of Proctor BastiampUlai Immediately 
after hfs nomination as acting M. L. C. See Note 124. 

->Nov. 2 - The Sisters of the Holy Family from Bordeaux 
arrive in Jaffna. See Note 126. 

—Dec. - Martyn's Road opened by Mr. Dyke, as a lasting 
compliment to a distinguished Jaffna man. See Note 125. 

1863 — The Jaffna Catholic Girls* School delivered over to the 

charge of the Sisters of the Holy Family by Mrs. O. 
Flannagam. See Note 126. 

—Feb. 6 - The Ceylon Patriot started by Mr. W. C, Katira- 
vetpillai. See Note 127. 

—Feb. > Mr. Coomaraswamy, the first Tamil Barrister, called to 
the bar at Lincoln's Inn. See Note 121. 

■tfc. 

—April. 14 - Consecration of the ElAscopal Chapel of the Imma- 
culate Conception, Jaffna. 

—June. 27 - Colombogam, the property of Mr. Joseph Pricey pur- 
chased for St. Joseph’s Orphanage. See Note 128. 

—Dec. 20 - Sensational meetings and memorials by Catholics 
against the New Marriage Bill. The Bill however passes 
as Ordinance No. 13 of 1863. 

—The Tamil seat In the L^slatlve Couodl becomes vacant 
by Mr. (afterwards Sir) M. Coomaraswamy going away on 
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leave. Mr. J.H. Eaton is appointed to the vacancy. See 
Note 121. 

1863— -Dec. - Sir Charles Mac. Carthy leaves for Europe owing to ill- 

health. Major General O'Brien assumes the Government. 

1864— Jan. • The first Locomotive Engine landed in Colombo. 
—March. 2 - First telegraph message received by the Indo- 

European line. 

—April - Launching on the Jaffna Lagoon of the steam tug, 
*‘Comet,” the first steam boat built in Ceylon. 

—April. 17 - The Society of the Brothers of St Joseph es- 
tablished at Colombogam. Its object is to train teachers 
for Vernacular Schools ; and catechists to assist the Oblate 
Missionaries of Jaffna. 

—April. 22 - Death in his sixty- fifth year of the Rev. John 
Philips Sanmogam, the elder of the two first Wesleyan 
Tamil Ministers of Jaffna. See Note 53« 

—May 24 - The ceremony of laying the foundation of the con- 
vent of the Holy Family of Jaffna performed by Bishop 
Semeria. See Note 129. 

—Death of Joseph, Thombo holder of the Jaffna Kachcheri, popu- 
larly known as Vandy Soosaipillaiar. 

—Sept. - Serious out-break of cholera at Adaikalamada, Painter’s 
Street. 

—A branch of the Oriental Bank Corporation opened in Jaffna, 
See Note 130, 

—Oct - Government offices to be closed at 2 p. m. on every 
Saturday, 

—Dec. 27 - First special train runs on Ceylon Railway. 

1865— Jan. 24 * Congregation of the Native Sisters of St Peter 

founded in Jaffna. 

—Mr. Solomon Johnpulle becomes proprietor of the ‘'Ceylon Pa- 
triot’* See Note'170. 

—Feb. 7 - Apostasy of Mola. 

—March. -Sir Hercules Robinson assumes the Government of 
Ceylon as Lieutenant-Governer. 

—May. 16 - Sir Hercules Robinson sworn in as Governor. 

—June. 13 • The Jaffna Premier Bakery started by Mr. Saveri- 
muttu Pedurupillai, a well-known townsman of Jaffna. 
See Note 278. 
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1865— Aug. 11 - Fr. Bonjean commences the famous Boake con- 

troversy on Jesuit’s oath in the columns of the **Ceylon 
Examiner.'’ See Note 440. 

—Mr. John Hensman ordained at the Nallur Chujrch by Bis- 
hop Piers Claughton. See Note 157. 

— Aug. 21 - Death at Jaffna of Br. Dowling from consumption. 
See Note 103. 

—Sept 27 - Death of the Hon. R. T. Pennefather, Auditor-Gen* 
eral. 

1866— Jan. 1 • The establishment of a Police Force at Jaffna. 

—The Revd. John Kilner* the head of the North Ceylon Wes- 
leyan Mission, leaves for Europe. The Revd. W. William 
Walton, who succeeds him, dies shortly after. See Note 53. 

—Feb. 27 - The Oblate Fathers withdraw from the Colombo 
Vicariate and join the Jaffna Vicariate. 

—Oct. - Violent out-break of Cholera in Jaffna. The epidemic 
rages furiously up to March 1867. See Note 98. 

1867— Jan. • Telegraph Cable laid between India and Ceylon. 
—March. - Cholera Commission sent to Jaffna. The Commission 

carries on its enquiry till April. 

—March. - Great distress at Delft. People starving, relief sent 
by the Catholic Mission. A large sum of money placed 
at the disposal of the Catholic Mission by the Friend-in-Need 
Society for the relief of distress. 

•—April. 20 - Cholera Commissioners report 16,298 attacks and 
10,210 deaths from October 1866 to April 1867. 

—June. - Major Skinner 'The Great Ceylon Road-maker,” re- 
tires from the public service of Ceylon after 40 years 
residence in the Island. See Note 143. 

-July ’ An association founded at Marseilles by Bishop Semeria 
for providing dowries for the Jaffna orphan girls. 

—Oct. 9 - Death at Copay of Mr. Perqaval Ackland Dyke, G. A. 
for the Northern Province anfr the oldest Ceylon Civil 
Servant. See Note 131. 

1868— Jan. -The School Commission superseded by the Department 

of Public Instruction. See Note 58. 

-Jan. 23 - Death at Marseilles of Bishop Semeria from Pleurisy. 
See Note 95. 

—Death of P. Thambapillai, a patient and painstaking teacher. 
See Note 104. 



1868- ~April. 30 - Death at Hongkong of Karli Appar employed as a^ 

Private at Jaffna, Trincomalie, Colombo and Kandy. He 
was the father of K. Kandasamy, No. 356, Senior Ser- 
geant of the Jaffna Police Forces who is well-known as a 
keen and clever detective. See Note 350. 

—July. - The Registration of Births and Deaths Ordinance comes 
into force. 

—Aug. 24 - Episcopal consecration of Bishop Bonjean at St. 
Martins’ of Tours. See Note 95. 

—Aug. - Gift by the French Government of a press for the 
Jaffna Catholic Mission. See Note 175. 

—Oct. 25 ' Arrival of Bishop Bonjean in Jaffna. He is accord- 
ed a cordial reception. 

—Nov, - The Via Cruets canonically erected at Chillalai. 

—Dec. 21 - Bishop Bonjean lays the foundation stone of the 
Church of St. Thomas at Mathagal. 

1869— March. 6 - Death of Sir J. Emerson Tennent, the eminent 

writer and Colonial Secretary. 

—Mr. Laurie, the first Director of Public Instruction in Cey- 
lon, visits Jaffna. 

-March. - Society of the “St. Anns’ Ladies of Charity,” Jaff- 
na, established. See Note 215. 

—May. 20 Completion of the Telegraph line to Jaffna. 

—July. 13 - An English School opened at Vannarponne by Am- 
muga Navalar for the Education of Hindu children. See 
Note 132. 

- Sept. 15 - Sir William Crofton Twynam appointed Government 
Agent, Northern Province. See Note 199. 

—Nov. 19 - Opening of the Suez Canal. 

—Solemn inauguration of the new Convent, Jaffna. 

—The Confraternity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Jaffna, formed. 
See Note 133. 

—Nov. The Ecclesiastical Seminary (St. Martin’s) established in 
Jaffna. See Note 348. 

—Dec. 8 • Mr. J. Rowley Smythe of the Ceylon Civil Service 
received into the Catholic Church by the Revd. Father Sa- 
laun. See Note 103. 

-Dec. - Mr. T. C. Changarapillai. Crown Proctor, takes up the 
editorial management of the “Ceylon Patriot.” See Note 127 
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1870"Jan. - Export duties abolished. 

—Jan. - The first steamer from India passes through the Suez 
Canal. 

—Jan. 22 ' The Sisters of the Holy Family installed in the new 
Convent at Jaffna. See Note 129. 

—Feb. 22 - Death at Jaffna from paralysis of Brother Conway. 
See Note 103. 

—Feb. -Mr. Samuel Nevinspillai admitted to the degree of 
Bachelor of Laws, Madras. See Note 173. 

—Mar, .9 - Purchase of new ground for the house of the Ob- 
late Missionaries at Jaffna. 

—Mar. 29 - Arrival in Colombo of H. R. H. the Duke of 
Edinburgh. 

—July. 19 • Announcement received of the commencement 
of the Franco-Prussian War. 

—Sept 11 - Ordination at the Nallur Church by the Bishop of 
Colombo of Messrs E. Hoole. P. Henry and G. Champion 
of the Church Mission. 

1871- ‘The Jaffna News" started by Mr. Hughes. See Note 127. 

—March • £ 1,056 collected in Ceylon for the French and Prus- 
sian Sick and Wounded. 

— Mar. 26 - First General Census of Ceylon. Population of the 
Island 2,405.287. 

- Aug. 2 - Arrival in Colombo of the new Colonial Govern- 

ment Steamer “Serendib.” 

—Aug. 9 - Death of Mr. C. A. Lorenz, a leading Lawyer, Journa- 
list and Legislator. See Note 107. 

—Aug. - Mannar Government School made over to the Ca- 
tholic Mission. 

- Nov. 7 - The famous Will Case of Jaffna No. 10,099, (in which 

Nicholas Goutier Gould of Jaffna, Suppar of Nallur. Ra- 
malingam of Anaicottai, and oth^ were implicated,) tried 
in Colombo. The accused found guilty and sentenced to 
six years imprisonment. See Note 135. 

—Dec. 12 - Total Eclipse of the sun. An expedition under Nor- 
man Lockyer arrives to take observations at Jaffna 8nd 
Trincomalie. Mr. Lockyer delivers an address on the 
Eclipse at the D. C. Hou^ Jaffna. 

—Dec. 19 - Imposing ordination at the Jaffna Cathedral of Far- 
thers P. O. Flanagan, A. Roux, and O. Vedrenne by Bi* 
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(Aop Bonjean. This is the first ordination of Catholic 
Priests held in Jaffna. See Note 103. 

1872— ^an. 1 - Inauguration of the rupees and cents currency of Cey- 

lon. 

—Jan, 1 - First Indian Mail passes through Mount Cenis Tunnel. 

—Jan, - Fevd. Fr. J. Boisseau, who was director of the Co- 
lombogam Orphanage for five years» transferred to Kayts 
as Parish Meat The Revd. Fr. G. Salaun, o. M. l. suc- 
ceeds him. 

—Jan. 4 - Sir Hercules Robinson leaves Ceylon. Hon, Henry 
Tumour Irving sworn in as Lieutenant Governor. 

—Mar. 4 - Rt. Hon. Mr. W. H. Gregory assumes the adminis- 
tration of Ceylon. 

—Mar. - An elderly Indian Lady named Gnanathepam, a daugnt- 
er of the late Vethanayagasastriar, the celebrated Tamil 
Poet of South India, comes to Jaffna and inaugurates a 
system of public and religious instruction called *Xyrical 
preaching.” 

— April.*4 - His Rrcellency Sir William Gregory visits Jaffna. 

—May. 21 - His Excellency Sir William Gregory confers on Mr. 
Wyman Katiravetpillai, the appointment of Police Magis- 
trate of Kayts. 

—July. 3 - Inauguration of the Jaffna College, Revd, E. P. Has- 
tings being the first Principal. See Note 136. 

—Aug. 8 - Foundation Stone of the Church of our Lady of 
the Rosary at Madhu laid by Bishop Bonjean. See Note 227. 

—Aug. 8 - The building of St Charles' Mission House in Jaffna 
commenced. 

—Aug. 24 - Death from diabetes of John Ollegasagaram Muda- 
liyar, Government General Store-keeper, Jaffna. 

—Sept - The Jaffna Catholic Young-men's Society started. 

—The Jaffna College Miscellany started. See Note 127. 

1873- :>Jan. 9 - Death of Kanagasabaipillai Alias Evarts, a distinguish- 

ed Native Physician and Tamil poet He was the author 
of the Thimvakupuranam (Scripture History in verse.) 
His son Jeremiah Evarts was the wdl-known Head-master 
of the Chundikuli Seminary. ^ Note 137. 

—Feb. • The Jaffna Catholic Printing Press established. See 
Note 175. 

—April. 28 - Mr. Daniel Earnest de Saram assumes duties as 
District Judge of Jaffna. 
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187^ June. 18 - Death at the age of 83 of the Revd. Levi Spauld- 
ing of the American Mission, who was in charge of 
the Uduvil Parish. He was a good Tamil scholar and the 
author of an English-Tamil Dictionary and other works. 
He served in Jaffna for 54 years. See Note 138. 

—Sept. 6 - The erection of the North-Central Province, making 
in ail seven Provinces. Mr. J. E. Dickson appointed Govt. 
Agent. 

—David’s Road opened by Sir William C. Twynam. See 
Note 116. 

1874— Jan. 22 - Death at Colombo of the Revd. Matthews Caetano, 
the last of the Goanese Missionaries. 

—Mr. Mac Mahon of St. Peter’s College, Agra, takes charge 
of the Jaffna Boys’ Seminary. See Note 103. 

—Feb. 8 - Sir W. Gregory pays his second visit to Jaffna. He 
is accompanied by his Private Secretary Mr. Cockburn 
Stewart, Major Clay, the Hon. the Colonial Secretary and 
Dr, Charlesly. See Note 139. 

— Feb. 11 - S. Mudaliyar Saverimuttu Mudaliyar presented with 
a gold medal and chain by Governor Gregory. In the 
after-noon of the same day the Mudaliyar had the honor 
of entertaining His Excellency and party at his house. 
See Note 139. 

—March. 10 - A Pearl-Fishery at Mannar yielded £10,000. 

—April. 14 - Death at Jaffna from consumption of the Revd. 
Fr. Salaun O. M. I, See Note 103. 

—July. 23 - The honour of Knight-hood conferred on Mr. Muttu 
Cumaraswamy, Representative of the Tamils in the Legis- 
lative Council. 

—The Gnanflfiantha Puranam printed at Madras. See Note 393. 

-Aug. - Death of Nicholaspillai Sinnatamby, a well-known offi- 
cer of the Jaffna Kachcheri. See Note 140. 

—Sept 21 - A new school at Chemig Street opened by the 
Revd. J. Kilner of the Wesidyan Mission. 

—Oct. 7 • Telegraph line extended to Anuradhapura. 

—Oct 28 -Death at Batticotta of Mrs. Mary C. Spaulding. 
She is interred at the American Mission burial ground at 
Tellippalai. 

Nov. 2 -.Blessing of the Catholic Cemetery at Jaffna. 

Dec. 30 - Death in his 83rd year of Coomaraswamy Mudaliyar 
father of Wyman KatiravetpUlai. P. M. of Kayts. He 
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wrote a drama called “Indra Kumara Nadagam*’ and a 
poem called **Arulampala Kovai.” See Note 141. 

1875— April, - Death of Suppiar, a noted scholar and astrologer of 

Manipay. 

— May. 25 • Grand celebration of the 25th anniversary of the 
ordination to the Priest-hood of the Revd. Fr. Mauroit. 
He was presented [with a costly chalice. 

— Death in his 53rd year of D. Joseph, Udaiyar of Jaffna 
Town. 

—July. - Out-break of Cholera among immigrant coolies on the 
North Road, 500 deaths reported. 

— Aug, 11 - Grand meeting at Colombo to make arrangements 
for the reception of the Prince of Wales. 

—Oct. - An address, gold plate and chain presented by the 
Colombo Tamils to Sir M. Coomaraswamy on the occasion 
of his Knight-hood. See Note 121. 

—The Jaffna Prince of Wales reception Fund reaches Rs. 
10,000. Casket and jewels prepared for presentation. See 
Note 142. 

—Nov. - Cholera breaks out in Jaffna. 

- -Dec. 1 - H. R. H. The Prince of Wales (afterwards King Ed 
ward VII) lands in Colombo. Mr. Solomon Johnpulle (no- 
minated by Sir William Twynam, Chief of the Deputation 
from the North that waited on His Royal Highness) reads 
the address to the august Visitor as the Representative 
of the Tamil population of the Island. Cadcet and jewels 
prepared at Jaffna presented by K. Kanagaratna Muda^' 
liyar of the Jaffna Kachcheri. See Note 170. 

—Dec. 8 - The foundation stone of the Colombo Break-water 
laid by the Prince of Wales» who leaves the same day. 
Official expenditure on account of the Prince of Wales* 
visit Rs. 110,000 besides private subscriptions to the amount 
of Rs. 50,000. 

1876— Jan. 9 • Blessing of the Catholic Cemetery at Kayts. Half the 

cost of building the walls paid by Government 
—Jan. 27 • Death of Sir R. F. Morgan, Queen’s Advocate. He 
acted as Chief Justice of the Island for some time and 
was one of the most distinguished and prominent Cey- 
lonese of his time. 

—Feb. 19 - Publication of the ’’Jaffna Catholic Guardian” com- 
menced. Bdr. P. £. Morgappa placed on the editorial staff. 
See Notes 127, ITS, 176, 
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1876-*-Mr. Armstrong at the request of Government transports to 
Colombo the Stone Lion which was discovered by him 
at Pollenaruwa on the Habarana-Tammankaduwa Road, 
where it had remained buried for many years. It is now 
placed inside the Colombo Museum where it is now seen 
to great advantage and occupies a prominent site in the 
outer Gallery. 

—April - The marble tabemade brought from England placed 
on the Central altar of the Jaffna Cathedral. It cost Rs. 
1,000. See Note 351. 

-April. 28 - Pfodamation of Queen Victoria as Empress of 
India made in the London Gazette. 

—Oct 21 - Cholera breaks out in Jaffna. 

— Oct 26 • A proposal to connect Ceylon and India by railway, 
made by the Duke of Buckingham. 

—Nov, 26 - Violent recrudescence of Cholera at Karaiyoor. Peo- 
ple oppose the removal of patients to the Hospital. The 
Police insist Disturbance arises. The Police are assaulted. 

— Dec. 23 - Ordination to the priest-hood of Bros. Xavier N. 
Sandresegara and Michael A. Murphy. 

-Dec. - Death of Velupillai Mudaliyar, a well-known Jaffna 
gentleman and a distinguished officer of the P. W. P. 
He constructed the Katugastotta bridge, considered a 
master-piece of Engineering, See Note 143. 

— ^The photographic business of Messrs S. K. Lawton & Co. 
established in Jaffna and Colombo. 

1877— Jan. 1 - Queen Victoria prodaimed Empress of India at a 
great assemblage in Ddhi of all the Native Kings, Chiefs 
and Nobles of India under the Presidency of the Viceroy 
Lord Lytton. 

—Jan. - Cholera continues to prevail in Jaffna. 

— Jan. 8 - Mr. P. E. Morgappa gives up all connection with the 
Catholic Guardian and joins the teaching staff of the 
J. B. Seminary. Mr. James Ifr Martyn appointed to the 
editorial staff of the Guardian. See Note 127. 

—Jan. 10 - Cholera breaks out at Passayoor, Kayts, Navaly and 
other places. 

— March. 9 -Lieut-Govemor A. N. Birdi visits Jaffna. 

—April - Cholera rages at Allaipitty. 

-May. 7 - Death of Gabrid Solomon Puvirajaslnghe (Proctor.) 
See Note 144 
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1877— May < The title of Mudaliyar of the Governor’s Gate con- 
ferred on Mr. Francis Muttayah Armstrong. 

— ^Jnne. 3 - The Jubilee of His Holiness Pope Pins IX celebrat- 
ed with great rejoicing in Jaffna* Mannar and other places. 

—June. 13 - The Jaffna Cholera Commissioners appointed, con- 
sisting of Lieut. Col. Fyers, Dr. Kynsey and G. W. R. 
Campbell Esq. 

-July. 16 - Report of the Jaffna Cholera Commssioners publish- 
ed. The report was characterised as unfair. There 
were according to the report 541 cases and 224 deaths 
in 1875 ; 1,700 cases and 826 deaths in 1876 ; 10,972 cases 
and 5,481 deaths up to June 1877. In all throughout the 
Jaffna Peninsula and the Islands there ‘were 13,213 cases 
and 6,891 deaths. 

—July. 24 - Death of Major Thomas Skinner the great Road- 
maker of Ceylon. See Note 143. 

—Sept. 2 • Governor Sir James R. Longden ' arrives at Galle. 

—Sept. 22 - Arulappa Mudaliyar, a Tamil scholar of South India, 
appointed to the editorial staff of the Jaffna Tamil Catholic 
Guardian. 

—Oct. - A recrudescence of Cholera in Jaffna. 

—Oct. • A form of famine diarrhoea succeeds the real epide> 
mic of Cholera and carries off large numbers. 20,000 
deaths reported in the Northern Province. 

—Oct 24 - 1,175 francs received from France by the Catholic 
Mission for the relief of the distressed in Jaffna. 

- Oct 26 - The promoters of ^*The Jaffna and Batticaloa Com- 
mercial and Agricultural Co. Ltd." get the promise from 
Governor Longden of the first offer of 20,000 acres of 
Kanthalai Tank land for their enterprise. 

—Oct. 27 - Death of N. Ekamparam, a scholar and poet. He 
was the only Jaffna man who was recognised as an Addava- 
thany, (one who can remember many things simultane- 
ously.) 

—Nov. 30- Publication of the report on the grain taxes. The 
commissioners recommend the abolition of the renting 
system, and the introduction of compulsory commutation. 

-Dec. 1 - Great distress in Jaffna among the poor classes. 

—Dec. 19 - Cholera and small-pox prevail in Delft. The peo- 
ple suffer from want of food and clothing. Several die 
of starvation. Relief, sent by the Catholic Mission. Sum ex- 
pended Rs. 1,454.' 
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1877--Dec. 27 • Cholera breaks out at Chillalai, 

—The Karaiyoor Reclamation scheme started as a relief work 
by Sir William Gregory. 

1878*- Mar, 5 • Death of Mr. T. Sinnatamby of Udupiddy, a Tamil 
scholar and poet. He wrote the *'Rama Vilasam*’ and 
other works. See Note 145. 

—May • Armstrong Mudaliyar transferred to Jaffna as District 
Engineer and Superintending officer. See Note 146. 

—Oct. • Mr. L. Gasparpillai (popularly known as seeni adigar) 
appointed adigar of Mannar Island. See Note 189. 

1879— Feb. - Very Revd. Fr. Soulier, Visitor-General of the Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate, comes to Jaffna on a visit 

- Feb. 30 - A large and representative meeting held at the J. B. 

Seminary for the purpose of establishing a Catholic Col- 
lege for higher education in Jaffna. See Note 103. 

—March. - A Pearl-Fishery at Mannar yielded Rs. 52,430. 

—May. 3 - The Hindu Temple at Karavetty takes fire during 
one of the festival nights. About 50 persona burnt to 
death. 

—May. 4 - Death of the Hon. Sir. M. O>omaraswamy, Tamil M. L. c. 
According to the “Ceylon Observer,” he was “the fore- 
most man among the 30 millions or more of the Dra- 
vidian Race.” See Note 121. 

—July. 18 - Revd Fr. T. A. Melizan elected Bishop of Adrana 
and Co-adjutor to the Vicar Apostolic of Jaffna. See 
Note 95. 

-Oct. 26 - Death of Sandrasagra Pandithar, a reputed Tamil 
Scholar, He was of assistance to the Protestant Mission- 
aries in the translation of the scriptures and other religi 
ous tracts and books. See Note 147. 

-Dec. 5 -Death at Vanarponne at the age of 56 of Arumu- 
ga Navalar, the well-known Tamil Scholar and Sivite Re- 
former. See Note 148. 

1880' Jan. 14 • Arrival at Udupiddv •^of Mary and Margaret W. 
Leitch of the American Minion. See Note 206. 

- Jan. 24 - Consecration of Dr. Theophilus Andrew Melizan 

O. M. I. as co-adjutor to the Bishop of Jaffna at Mar- 
seilles by Bishop Bonjean. 

—Jan. 28 - Sir James Longden pays his second visit to Jaffna 
accompanied by Lady Lon^en, this being the first occa- 
sion in which a Lady of the Governor of Ceylon comes 
to the Peninsula. See Note 263. 
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lfi80— Feb. 1 - Mail coach between Jaffna and Point-Pedro started 
by Mr. V. Ynanamuttu, an enterprising Jaffna man. See 
Note 149. 

—Feb. 3 - Mr. Twynam (Now Sir William) swears an affida- 
vit before Mr, De Saram^ District Judge of Jaffna, against 
Mr. Ludovici, Editor of the '*Ceylon Examiner/’ for de- 
famation contained in an article criticising Mr. Twynam’s 
administration. Case subsequently committed to the Sup- 
reme Court and Mr. Ludovici fined Rs. 1,000 by Chief 
Justice Sir Richard Cayley. 

— April. 1 - Central Road Mail coach started. See Note 347. 

— April. - A Pearl-Fishery at Mannar yielded Rs, 130,000. 

—April. 22 - Death in his 78th year of Changarapillai Mudali- 
yar Cherubim, father-in-law of Mr. G. S. Arianayagani- 
pillai, Puisne Judge of the High Court of Travancore. 

—June. - The Jaffna Trading Company started. See Note 151. 

—June. - S. Mudaliyar Saverimuttu Mudaliyar, Chief Mudaliyar 
of the Jaffna Kachcheri and Mudaliyar of the Governor's 
Gate, named a Chevalier of the Order of St. Gregory 
the Great on the recommendation of Bishop Bonjean See 
Note 152. 

—July. 1 - Meeting held at the Jaffna Kachcherri to consider 
the best way of disposing of the balance remaining from 
the Prince of Wales' Reception Fund. The erection of a 
Clock Tower on the Esplanade decided on. See Note 211. 

—July. - First Electric Telephone established in Ceylon. 

—Sept, ip - Death in Colombo from dysentery and liver com- 
plaint of Mr. David Todd, Cocoanut planter, Jaffna. He 
acted as Police Magistrate and was for a time Consul for 
the United States and a Justice of the Peace for the 
Island. 

-Sept. -A Dharma Chattiram (a charity house for Hindu 
pilgrims, mendicants and others) established in Colombo 
at a cost of Rs. 30,000 by Thambyah Mudaliyar, a Jaffna 
Tamil resident in that city. 

—Oct. 1 - Money Order system witli India commenced. 

—Nov. - Mr. 8. Mervin, Clerk, Jaffna Kachcherri and a dis- 
tinguished student of the Batticotta Seminary, retires on 
pension after thirty five years’ service. See Note 87. 

—Dec* 1- Death from apoplexy at his residence in Jaffha of 
Mr. P. S. Sandrasegara, the Jaffna Agent of the British 
India- Steam Navigation Company. See Note 130L 

6 
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1680— Dec. 5 - Return to Jaffna from Europe of Bishop Melizan 
accompanied by Fathers Thiery, Joulain and Lafarge. 

—Dec. 18 -Imposing Ordination Service in St. Mary's Cathe- 
dral, Jaffna. Bishop Bonjean, assisted by his two Vicars- 
General and twenty Prlbsts, ordains the Revd. Brothers 
Iserbyt, John Aloysius and Charles Collin as priests^ the 
Revd. Brothers Jeandel and Jules Collin as Deacons, and 
Revd. Brother Smythe as Sub-Deacon. Brothers Stouter 
and Murphy received the order of Porter; and Brothers 
Royer and Kirby, the clerical Tonsure. 

—Dec. - Publication of an interesting report on the Irrigation 
Ssrstem of the Mannar District by Mr. Henry Parker. 

— Dec. 31 - The Church at Columbuturai, the first Church in 
Ceylon dedicated to St Patrick and built by Fr. O’Flan- 
nagan, mainly with the aid of contributions from Irishmen, 
is blessed by Bishop Bonjean. This church collapsed and 
on it was built the present St Mary's Church. 

1881— Jan. -Receipt by Governor Longden of a Semi-official des- 
patch from the Secretary of State intimating that the 
Anglican Church in Ceylon will be dis-established and that 
henceforth no Colonial Chaplain or Bishop will be ap- 
pointed. The Ministers, however, to continue to draw 
their salaries for 5 years. 

—Jan. 10 - St. Patrick’s College opened by Bishop Bonjean, as- 
sisted by his Co-adjutor, Dr. Melizan, and his Vicar s-Gen- 
eral, the Very Revd. Fathers Pulicani and Boisseau. Bishop 
Bonjean delivers an impressive inaugural addreei>. See 
Note 103. 

—Jan. 25 - Anniversary of Dr. Melizan’s Consecration as Bishop. 
Saverimuttu Mudaliyar in the name of the Catholfrs of 
the Northern and Eastern Provinces, presents the Bishop 
with a dialice of antique design richly wrought 

—Feb. 6 -Ceremony of invesUnjg S. Mudaliyar Saverimuttu 
Mudaliyar with the insignia ot the order of St. Gr^ory the 
Great performed in St. Mary’s Cathedral by Bishop Bonjean. 
The brief of His Holiness Pope Leo xiii to the Mudaliyar, 
dated 22nd February 1880, is read in the Church in the pre- 
sence of a crowded congregation. 

—Feb. 17 - Second general Census taken in Ceylon. Total 
population of the Island, 2,759,738. Northern Povlnce^ 302,500. 
Town of Jaffna 40,057. 
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UBl-Mr. J. R. Arnold aptxdnttd Tamil Profenor at tlie Jaffna 
College. See Note 115. 

—March. 1 • A Pearl-Fishery at Arippo yielded Rs* 599,533. 

—Dec. 3 -The foundation stone of the large hall of St 
Patrick’s College laid by Dr. Bonjean in the presence of a 
large and representative gathering. See note 103. 

—Dec. 31 - A severe shock of Earth-quake felt throughout 
Ceylon. 

1882— Jan. 25 -Arrival in Colombo of Their Royal Highnesses 

Princes Albert Victor and George of Wales. 

—Feb. • Publication of the report on the Giant’s Tank and 
its ancient history by Mr. H. Parker. 

—Feb. - Revd. E. W. Griffith takes charge of the Jaffna Mission 
of the C. M. S. 

—June. - The Northern Districts of Ceylon attract attention 
as a field for farming, planting and hunting. 

—July. 31 • Death of T. Mudaliyar Joseph, head accountant, 
Paddy D^artment, Jaffna Kachcherri. 

—Sep. 25 -The S. S. ’’Lady Longden” built in London for Mr. 
k Thambyah Mudaliyar, a Jaffna Tamil Resident in 
Colombo, and intended to run between Ceylon and India, 
arrives in Colombo, 

—Sept. 26 • Death of Mr. Nathaniel Niles, popularly known as 
’Trasangiar”, one of the earliest converts of ffie Ameri- 
can Mission. 

—Oct. 4 - Death of Sandrsoagara Mudaliyar Saverimuttu Mudh- 
liyar, Chief Mudaliyar of the Jaffna Kachcheri and Cheva- 
lier of the order of St Gregory the Great See Note 152. 

— Dec. 1-A. Paul Mudaliyar appointed Chief Mudaliyar of the 
Jaffna Kachcheri. See Note 188. 

—Dec. 26 - Violent sform accompanied by rain and thunder 
in Jaffna, Mannar and throughout Ceylon. 

1883— April. 10 - Bishop Bonjean transferred to Colombo as Bishop 

there^ Bishop Melizan succeeding him in Jaffna. See Note 103. 

— ApriL 11 'The S. S. "Lady Longden” sold by the proprietor 
for Rs. 60,000 to a Singapore Company. 

—May. - Importation of the first Jin Rickshaw into Ceylon by 
Messrs Whittall & Co. 

— June.14 - Death at Manipay at the age of 77 years of Miss 
Agnew of the Jaffna American Mission. She served in 
Jaffna for 43 years. See Notes 59, 153. 
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1883— July. 10 • Sir John Douglas, k. c. m. O., sworn in as acting 
Governor. 

Aug. 2 - Formation of the C. M. S. Native Missionary Asso- 
ciation. Its object is to raise funds for assisting the C. M. 
S. in the Evangelization of the Pallai and Vanni Districts. 

—Aug. 14 - Death of Bar Kumarakulasinghe Mudaliyar, Secretary 
and Interpreter of the Mallagam and Jaffna Courts. See 
Note 87. 

Aug. - Sub-division of the Island into three Bishoprics. 

—Aug. - Mr. M. M. Edirmannasingham, Assistant Forester, com- 
pletes the boundary walls of St. Mary’s Cathedral pre- 
jnises, left unfinished. See Note 351. 

—Dec. 3 - The Hon. Sir Arthur Hamilton Gordon arrives and 
assumes the Government of Ceylon. 

—Death at Jaffna of Nicholas Puvirajasinghe Mudaliyar, popu- 
larly known as “Store Tamber.” See Note 68. 

March. - Death of Naganathapillai, a well-known scholar and 
poet, and at one time Interpreter Mudaliyar of the Mul- 
lativu Courts. See Note 155. 

—March, - Mr. M. M. Edirmannasingham, Assistant Forester, 
presents a splendid cross for the celebration of the Pas- 
cal Representation in connection with the Jaffna Cathedral. 

- March. - A Pearl-Fishery at Chilavaturai yielded Rs. 15,686. 

■ The Right Revd. E, A. Coplestone, afterwards Metropolitan 

.of India, visits Jaffna. 

-Aprjil. 26 - The first Young Men’s Christian Association in 
Jaffna started by Professor Frank Sanders in connection 
with the Jaffna College. 

May. 3 - Collapse of the Oriental Bank Corporation. See 
Note 13a 

—May. 5 - Governor Gordon guarantees the O. B. C. notes. A 
new Bank and Company proposed to be started. See 
Note 130. ,, 

- May. 28 - Announcement received of the death in America 
of Dr. Green, who was connected with the American Me* 
dical Mission of Jaffna, for several yealh. Great regret 
felt throughout Jaffna at the news. See Note 08. 

'July, -Death of C. Sapapathy Mudaliyar, of the Jaffna Fis- 
cal’s Office; brother of Wyman Katiravetpillai, P. M, of 
Kayts. See Note 141. 

■ -July. - Sir A. Gordon visits Jaffna. 
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1864 — Death of G. P. Savimdranayagampillai, B. a. b. l., Madras 
High Court Pleader* See Note 156. 

—July. 21 - Mr. W. C. Twynam G. A., N. P., invested with the 
order of X. M. G.” 

— Mr. C. W, Katirave^illai, on the recommendation of Gov- 
ernor Gordon, is confirmed in his appointment as a Mem- 
her of the Ceylon Civil Service by the Secretary of State. 

—Aug, - Death in Colombo of S. Thambiah M udaliyar, who got 
the S. S. ‘*Lady Longden” built. He is said to have left 
over half a million rupees. 

— Sept 5 - Death in his 68th year of the Revd. John Hensman, 
the first ordained Tamil clergyman of the Church Mis- 
sion. See Note 157. 

—Sept. - The Jaffna St. Joseph’s Catholic Library started. See 
Note 291. 

—Oct. - Owing to the falling off of revenue, fresh taxation is re- 
sorted to. Postal rates and customs* duties increased. 

—Oct. 16 • A cyclone ii\ Jaffna which causes great and exten- 
sive damage. Wind and rain striving for the mastery, 
fields and dwellings were flooded, trees uproote d, plantain gar- 
dens demolished, tiles blown off, boats and brigs wrench- 
ed from their moorings and sent adrift, and postal and 
telegraphic communication interrupted. See Note 158. 

—Dec. 14 - A violent cyclonic storm throughout Ceylon, Jaffna 
suffers great loss of life and property. See Note 158. 

— Dec. 27 - Death in his 90th year of Mr. Matthew Philips. See 
Note 63. 

—First Christian Endeavour Society started at Uduvil. 

1885 — Jan. 31 - The new Ceylon Government Currency notes receiv* 
ed and issued. 

— Feb. 16 - Death of V. Ramalingam, a well-known Tamil 
Scholar and Poet. He wrote the 'Thamayanthy Vilasam,” 
**Manikavasagar Vilasam,” and other works. His ancestors 
for three generations held the post of Udaiyars under 
Government See Note 159. 

—Mar. 29 • Death of the Revd. Br. J. J. Brown, who was con- 
nected with the J. B. Seminary for 27 years. See Note 103. 

—Mar. 31 • Government allows the observance of the Tamil, 
Singhalese and Mohammedan New Year days as pnUic 
holidays. 

—April. 16 - Establishment of the Po8^oflice Savings Bank. 
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1886— May. 20 - General meeting of the Confraternity of the Sacred 
heart held at St. Patrick’s College. Mr. James H. Martyn 
delivers a lecture on ’Duty.” See Note 160. 

—June. 18 - Sir Arthur Gordon leaves for England. 

—June. 20 - Sir John Mac Leod sworn in as officer administer, 
ing the Government 

—July. 1 - A serious epidemic of fever in some districts during 
the first quarter of 1885. 1,868 Cases reported in thejaff* 
na Peninsula. 

—July. 18 - A meeting held at the Jaffna Kachcherri to aid the 
Head Committee at Colombo, towards a satisfactory and 
efficient representation of Ceylon at the Indian and Colo- 
nial Exhibition. 

—July. 21 - Mr. Watson, the American entertainer, opens his 
performances in Jaffna. 

—July. - Mr. J. H. Marsh, Inspector of Schools, Jaffna, transfer- 
red to Kandy. See Note 103. 

-Aug. - A branch of the new O. B. C. opened in Jaffna, 

•Aug. - St. James’ Church at Klaly repaired by Mr. James 
Nicholas^ Proctor. 

—Sept. 18 • Miss Leitch of the American Mission of Jaffna 
visits Colombo and collects Rs. 5,000 for the Uduvil Girls’ 
Boarding School. 

Nov. 14 - A large and influential public meeting held in the 
local District Court House to advocate Railway extension 
to the North. See Note 161. 

-Nov. - Death of Ambalavaner Mudaliyar, Maniagar of Valiga- 
mam North. See Note 162. 

—Nov. - Death of Mr. A. Eliathamby, Head Clerk of the Jaffna 
Kachcheri. See Note 163. 

—Dec. - Death of Mr. C. A. Patterson, one of the cddest plan- 
ters of Jaffna. He came as a Superintendent under Mr. 
Dunlop, who was the first to l^pen the Pachchillipalli Dis- 
trict for the systematic cultivation of the cocoanut* 

—Dec. - T. Kathiritamby appointed Maniagar of Valigamam. 

1886— Feb. - Passing of the Mohammedan Marriage-Registration 
Bill in the Legislative Council. 

—Publication of the Galaxy of Tamil Poets or ”Pavalar Chari- 
tra Theepakam” by J. R. Arnold. See Note 164. 

-March. • Filling in the ground and forming a roadway round 
the Reclamation wall, Jaffna, 
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1886<-March. - Building a grain shed at Kayts. 

— April. - A collection in Ola-Books of all the Tamil Classics, 
with a brief account in English of each book prepared 
by Mr. C. W. Katiravetpillai, is sent to the Colonial and 
Indian Exhibition to be held in London. 

—June. 5 - General meeting of the Confraternity of the Sacred 
Heart at St. Patrick’s College. Dr. A. C. Evarts, then on 
the Tutorial Staff of St Patrick’s College, reads a paper 
on the ’’Immortality of the Soul,” See Note 210. 

—July. - Death of the Revd. W. Oakley, the Father of the Church 
Mission in Ceylon. He was connected with the Church 
Missionary Society for more than half a century. 

—Aug. 7 - Death at Colombo from heart failure of Father 
Joseph Boisseau, Vicar-General of the diocese. He was 
formerly connected with the Jaffna diocese and was very 
popular here. He was a Missionary of great intellect, su- 
perior administrative qualities and gentle manners. See 
Note 103. 

—Sept 1 * The constitution ’’Humanae Salutis Auctor” by which 
Ceylon is erected into an ecclesiastical province with the 
Arch*biShop of Colombo as Metropolitan and the Bishops 
of Jaffna and Kandy as suffragans, promulgated. 

1887— Jan. 6 - The Arch-bishop of Colombo and the Bishops of 
Jaffna and Kandy installed by Dr. Agliardi at St. Lucia’s 
Cathedral. 

— ^Jan. 19 * Death under painful circumstances of the Revd. Fr. 
M. A. Murphy at Kankesanturai. See Note 103. 

—Feb. 1 ' Establishment of the Catholic Hierachy in the Island. 

—March. - Great scarcity of silver in Jaffna. Much difficulty 
experienced in changing notes. Ten per cent charged for 
changing ten rupee notes. 

—March. 28 - Death of Mr. Bastiampillai, father of Mr. M. B. 
Swampillai ; and of Philip Bastiampillai, Proctor, son of 
Bastiampillai Velichorupillai. 

— A^iL 2 - A Pearl-Fishery at Chilavaturai. 800 divers at work 
daily. 

—April. 12 - A large water-spout seen at about 5.30 p. m, in 
the Jaffna Lagoon between Arialai and Chavakachcheri. 
The phenomenon collapsed within six minutes. 

—May. • The Pearl-Fishery at Chilavaturai realises Rs. 396,095-57. 

—June. 14 - Lady Gordon leaves for England with Rs. 17,000, a 
Jubilee offering to the Queen from the women of Ceylon* 
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18S7^June. 28 - The Queen’s Jubilee celebrated with great rejoic- 
ing in all the towns of the Island. In Jaffna a large 
concourse assembled at the Esplanade. A record of the 
Queen's reign was read in English by the Government 
Agent, Mr. (now Sir) W. C. Twynam. The following 
programme was gone through in Jaffna. 9 a. m. Church 
of England Service at Christ Church, Pettah. 11 a. m. 
Feeding of and distribution of rice to the poor. 4 p. m. 
Reading of the Record at the Esplanade Pandal. 7.30 p. 
m. Tamil Play “Varthaga Nadagam,'’ native music, fiddlers 
& c.— June. *29 * 4 p. m. Laying the Foundation stone of the 
Victoria Lying'in-Heme for women. See Note 431. 7.30 p. m. 
Fireworks, Native Music, Fiddlers. 9 p. m. Tamil Play 
’’Arichandra Vilasam.” 

—July. 28 - His Excellency Hir Arthur Hamilton Gordon K. c.. 
M. G., visits Jaffna. 

—July, 28 - Death at Trivandiani of Mr. Gabriel Simon Aria* 
nayagampillai, B. A., B. l.. Puisne Justice of the High Court 
of Travancorc. See Note 165. 

—July. - Artesian well borings at Mannar commenced. 

—Aug. - The inhabitants of Jaffna send a memorial to the Gov ' 
ernor for securing Railway extension to the North. 

—Nov. 8 • Death of Mr. Breckenridge, retired Sub-Inspector of 
Schools. See Note 115. 

—Nov, - The salt rent for 1887—1888 purchased by Mr. S. 
Mahuelpillai for Rs. 50,000. 

—Dec. 27 - A dramatic and musical entertainment held in St. 
Patrick’s College Hall in aid of the Jaffna Catholic Li- 
brary. 

—The Native Town High school started by Mr. William Ne- 
vins. See Note 166. 

1888— Jan. 29 • The Victoria Reading Hall at Vsmnarponne started. 

—Feb. 12 - Mr. C. P. Ponniahplllai, the Jaffna Agent of the 
British India Steam Navigation Company, celebrates the 
25th Anniversary qf his marriage. He took thf initiative 
in the starting of the ‘7. C. Guardian” Newspaper. 

—A Pearl-fishery at Mannar yielded Rs. 80,000.^ 

-March. - Mr. James H. Martyn takes up the Editorial man- 
agement of the ’’Ceylon Patriot.’* See Note 127. 

—April. 19 - The Jaffna Arrack rent for 1888—1889 bought by 
Mr. -Sathupatby Soosaipillai for Rs. 37,000. 
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1888>-April. 30 - Foundation stone of the New Church of St John, 
Piravukalkudi Irruppu, laid by His Lordship the Bishop 
of Jaffna. The new church is to be built in place of the 
old one» which had been knocked down. 

—May. 2- A meeting held under the Presidency of Mr. Ch. 
Morrison, Agent of the Local Branch of the new O. B. 
C., to consider the advisability of forming a company to 
take up cotton cultivation in Jaffna. 

—May. 4 - Death of Revd, Fr. John Rowley Sinythe, O, M. I. 
See Note 103. 

—May. 4 * Death by sun-stroke of Joseph Gabriel Cherubim of 
the Govt. Firewood Depot. He was an amiable young- 
man. See Note 167. 

—May. • Rinderpest among cattle, known as Maddu Noi, breaks 
out at Koddady and spreads, committing sad havoc. 

- -May. 4 - Death of St. John Puvirajasinghe Mudaliyar, retired 
Interpreter of the District Court of Jaffna. He was made a 
Mudaliyar of the Governor’s Gate in 1871 by Governor Sir 
Hercules Robinson. 

—May, 24 - Death from apoplexy of S. M. Moyadeen, Shroff of 
the Jaffna Kachcheri. 

—Death from dropsy of Jacob Abraham Tisseveerasinghe^ No- 
tary Public of Jaffna. See Note 104. 

—June. 12 • At a public meeting held at Jaffna, resolutions were 
passed, asking for Railway extension to the North. 

—June. - Survey of the Kanagarayankulam Tank commenced. 

—June. 23 ' The right of patronage exercised by the King of 
Portugal declared extinct in Ceylon. 

—June. 24 • Death at Furres, Elgin, Scotland, of Mr. J. Maclean, 
late P. M. of Jaffna. 

—June 29 - A lecture on 'The Third National Congress of India,’* 
delivered at the Victoria Reading Hall, by Mr. NevinsBel- 
vaduraiplllai, B. A. 

—July. - The Jaffna cotton cultivation company, issues its Pros- 
pectue 

—July. 24 - Death of Mr. Fredrick Mortimer, * once Assistant Col- 
lector of the Jaffha Customs, and latterly a cocoanut plan- 
ter. See Note 168. 

^Aug. - Mr. W. M. S. Twynam appointed Consular Agent at 
Jaffna for the United Sutes of America. See Note 208. 

7 



50 


1888— 5 - A cocoanut breaking match in aid of the Jaftna 
Catholic Library in which Messrs. Manuelpillai and Pedro- 
pillai took part as leaders of the respective ^des. The 
profit to the Library amounted to Rs. 500. 

—Sept - Arrival of the Goanese Priest Alvares in Colombo. 

— S^t 29 - ^The S. S. Lady Gordon'’| which is to take the 
place of the old ^'Serendib^*’ in doing the Island^s Postal 
Service^ arrives in Colombo Harbour. 

— Oct. - Sb Lady Gordon*’ makes its first trip round the Is- 

land. 

—Nov. - A portion of Tenmaradchi, lying to the East of Vada- 
maradchi, made into a new Maniagarship and Veeragatty 
Mudaliyar of Karavetty appointed its chief Head-man. 

— Nov. « The salt rent of Jaffna for 1888-1889 purchased by 
Mr. S. Manuelpillai tor Rs. 52,800. 

—Dec. 7 • Arrival in Colombo of six ‘Xittle Sisters of the 
Poor.” 

—Dec. 13 - A cyclone in Jaffna which causes some damage. 

—Dec. 18 - Death at Jaffna of Mariapillai» widow of the late 
Mr. Henry Martyn. the well-known Scholar, Poet and Scien- 
tist. 

1880^Jsn. 4 - Sir E. N. Walker, Lleut-Govemor, erects a new Pro- 
vince and names it the Sabaragamuwa Province. 

—Jan. 19 - His Excellency, ^r Edward Noel Walker, oflScer 
administering the Government of Ceylon, visits Jaffna. 

- -Jan. 24 - Messrs V. Casipillai and A. Ca^iravelu commence to 
carry on business as Proctors in partnership. See Note 259. 

—Jan. 28 - Death of the Rev. Fr. P. O.Tlannagan, an aUe^ 
zealous and accomplished Missionary of Jaffna, and an 
doquent and impressive preacher among the Oblate Mis- 
sionaries of Jaffna. See Note 169. 

—Jan. • A tobacco company with a capital Rs. 500,000 iormed 
in C^lon. 

—Feb. 4 - A Fancy Bazaar held at the Qq^een’s House, Jaffna, In 
aid of the funds for the erection of the Victoria Lying-in-home 
for women. See Note 431. 

— Fdb. 8 • Death at Colombo of Solomon Jcdmpiilleb Editor and 
Proprietor of the ’’Ceylon Patriot”, and a versatile writer 
of EngUdi. See Note 170. 

— Feh. 17 - Revd. Fr. J. B. MearySracpeeds Revd. Fr. OFlannftgan 
as Director of the Colombogam Orphanage. 

— Fdi.2L - Death at Chillalai of Innasithamby# the well<*ki|own 
Native Phystcian. See Note 171. 
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1889-Mar. 13 • Death at Nallur, Jaffna, from dysentery, of the Rev. 
Edward Moule Grifiithe of the Jaffna Church Mission. The Rev, 
J. I. Pickford of the Colombo Tamil Station succeeds him. 

—Mar. 16. - An imposing ordination at the Jaffna Cathedral, 
when four natives of Ceylon, all alumni of St. Martins 
Ecclesiastical Seminary— Revd. Brs. A. L. Poologasingham. 
M. Joseph, D. Chrysostom and John Pahamunay— were raised 
to the Pdest-hood. See Note 172. 

—March. - Publication of the ‘^Annai Allungal Oppari/’ a small 
poem composed by Mr. C. Andrew, the head-printer 
of the Jaffna St Joseph’s Catholic Press. See Note 175. 

—March. 18 - Death of Mr. William Nevins, for many years 
Headmaster of the Jaffna Wesleyan Central School, and 
a sound English and Tamil Scholar. See Note 173. 

—March. 19 -The blessing of the new buildings of St. Mar- 
tin’s Ecclesiastical Seminary. See Note 348. 

—April. - The arrack rent of the Jaffna and Mannar Districts 
for 1889—1890 bought for Rs. 41,000 and Rs. 15,000 res- 
pectively by Don Henrick Appuhamy. the Sinhalese renter, 

—April - A Pearl-Fishery at Mannar. It was suddenly brought 
to a close owing to the out-break of Cholera. Sum re- 
alised Rs. 497,975. 

—May. 5 -Death at Tellipalai of Proctor Arulampalam. See 
Note 174. 

—May. 7 - Death of the Revd. Fr. John Ovidius Vedrenne, 6. 
M. I. He had served in the Crimean and Italian wars and 
won three medals. 

—May. 15 - The second Centenary of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus celebrated In Jaffna. There was a grand procession 
through the town. 

—May. 24 -The following Jaffna gentlemen receive distinctions 
at the Durbar held In Kandy on the occasion of the 
79th birth-day of Her Majesty Queen Victoria. 

—To be Gate Mudaliyar-Arumugam Idantalawasinghe Iragu- 
nather. To be Mudaliyars— Levi Samuel Strong Kulatunka 
Arasakone; George Henry Hallock Charavanamuttu Mu- 
nigasapfllai and Parinpanayaka Mudallyar niankanayagar. 

—June. -A lady elected as a member of the Ceylon Branch 
of the R. A. Society. 

—June. 2 - Death in England of Mr. W. J. S. Boake. See Note 
440. 
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1M9T-Juiie. 3 - General meeting of the Conffatemity of the Sacred 
Heart at St. Patrick’s College. Revd. Pr. P. Dunne delivers 
a lecture on 'The Importance of Religious Training in 
the Education of Youth.” 

—July - The total number of cases of Cholera in the District 
376. Deaths 247. 

--July. 24 • Death of Mr. Mallvaganam. the Government Gene- 
ral Store-keeper. Jaiffna. 

— Aug. 5 • A large public meeting at Colombo for advocating 
Railway Extension to the North. 

'—Sept. • A Whale 57 feet long drifts ashore between Pesalai 
and Talaimannar. 

—Sept 11 - The "Hindu -Organ” the organ of the Hindu communi- 
ty of Jaffna, started by Mr. T. P. Chellappapillai. retired 
Chief Justice of Travancore. See Note 177. 

1890— May. - The Jaffna F. N. S. Hospital gets a vote of Rs. 2000.00 
in addition to the sum of Rs. 4000.00 already allowed. 

—May. 11 - Death of S. Francispillai. a well-known Native physi- 
cian of Tellipalai. 

—May. - Out of 12 candidates who went in for the P. R. c. s. 
examination, two of Ceylon, namely Dr. M. Sinnatamby 
and Dr. Alfred Santiago, pass witH credit. Dr. Sinnatamby 
obtained distinctions. He is the son-in>law of conductor 
Ramanathan in the employ of Sir G. H. D. Elphinstone. 
See Notes 279, 413. 

—May. 21 • Sir Arthur Elibank Havelock sworn in as Governor 
and Commander-In-Chief of Ceylon. 

—June. 2 - General meeting of the Confraternity of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. Mr. D. A. Philips reads a paper on Temper- 
ance.” 

—June. 5 - Death at Galle from Carbuncle of Mr. Crozier. who 
was formerly Secretary of the District Court of Jaffna. 

—July. - Mr. Proctor Alwis of Colombo appointed to act as 
p. If. of Jaffna. ^ 

—July. 14 - His Excellency Sir Arthur Elibank Havelock visits 
Jaffna. 

—July. 23 • Death of Anthonypillai Rajakariar, Merchant, father 
of Mr. Benjamin Rajakariar, Udaiyar of Jaffna Town. See 
Note 178. 

—July. 13 - Death at Batticotta of the Revd. E. P. Hastings of 
the American Bdlssion. He was for a long time Principal 
of the Jaffna College. See Note 237. 
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1890— Aug. • His Lordship the Bishop of Jaffna permits the exposi- 
tion of the Blessed Sacrament during Special Mass of the 
First Friday of every month. 

—Aug. 11 - Death of His Eminence Candinal John Henry Newman, 
one of the leaders of the Oxford Movement. 

— Aug. 18 - Death of Sandrasagra Mudaliyar Nicholaspillai Mu- 
daliar. See Note 179. 

—Sept. 13 - Arrival in Jaffna of the Railway Commissioners— Hon. 
Messrs: F. R. Saunders, G. S. Williams, P. Ramanathan c. 
M. G,. T. N. Christie,^ H. Bois and Bowden Smith. 

— ^Sept. 28 - Death of the Ceylon millionaire, Mr. C. H.*De- 
Soysa. 

—Oct. 6 -Sudden collapse of one of the stalls in the Small 
Bazaar, Jaffna. Some killed and several wounded. 

—Oct 18 - Death of C. P. Ponniahpillai, Agent of the B. I. S. N. 
Company. See Note 180. 

—Nov. 28 - The Draft of an Ordinance to abolish the tax on 
dry grains published in the Government Gazette of this 
date. 

— Nov. - Drs. Murugasu Sinnatamby and Alfred B. Santiago 
made Fellows of the Royal College of Surgeons, Edin- 
burgh. They were the first Asiatics to b^ admitted to 
this honour. See Notes 279, 413. 

—Dec. 19 - Death at Allavetty of Dr. Evarts Arulampalam, well- 
known as a Medical man and a Tamil Poet. See Notes 
108, 137. 

—Dec. - Publication of the Interim Report of the Jaffna Rail- 
way Commissioners, recommending the survey of the pro- 
posed line. 

— Jau- 10 - A cocoanut breaking match in aid of the Jaffna Catho- 
lic Library. 40,000 nuts collected and a good profit rea- 
lised. 

—Jan. - Introduction of the Palniyrah Fibre Industry into Jaffna. 
See Note 181. 

— ^Jan, 24 - Death of Francis Muttiah Armstrong Mudaliyar, 
District Engineer, Jaffna. 

— Feb. - Small-pox breaks out at Karaiyoor. 

— Feb. - Dr. Marston of the American Mission, who was doing 
very good work here, leaves Jaffna. Deep regret felt by 
the people at his departure. 

-March. - A Pearl-Fishery yielded Rs. 959,801.38, considered the 
most successful Pearl-Fishery of the century. Black pearls 
were found at this fishery. 
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1891— April. 4 - Death at Vannarponne from apoplexy of Candappa 

Mudaliyar Tambippillai. 

—May - Construction of the Telegraph line connecting Kan* 
kesantural Valvettiturai and Pt Pedro with Jaffna. 

—June - Mr. John Rudd, assistant Superintendent of Police, 
transferred to Galle. Mr. Van Houten succeeds him. 

—June. 5 • Death of Mr. Mailvaganam, sub-collector of Valvetti* 
turai. 

—June. - Death at Batticaloa of Dr. Covington, a distinguiahed 
Jaffna-man. See Note 182. 

—June. 19 • Death from Carbuncle at Chunnagam of Mr. Har* 
ward, a well-known Medical Practitioner. 

—July. - The big black pearl found at the last Pearl-Fishery 
by Mr. Don Carolis of Colpitty sold for Rs. 5,000. 

—July. -Iff Delft horses sold at the General Stores, Jaffna, 
and fetched Rs. 1,020. 

—Aug. - The beacon at Mullaitivu completed. 

—Aug. Apparatus for boring an artesian well at Karandai re- 
ceived from Madras. Fr. Lytton took the initiative in the 
matter. The boring operations commenced in right good 
earnest but fell through as a similar attempt at Mannar 
undertaken by Government. 

-Sept. 7 - Death at Jaffna of J. H. Toussaint, a weU-known 
and wealthy Dutch gentleman long resident in Jaffna. He 
built Christ Church, Pettah, at his own expense. See 
Note 183. 

—Nov. 6 - Arrival in Colombo of the **Lady Havelock,” the 
new steamer of the Ceylon Steamship Co., Ltd. 

-Dec. 28 -A daring burglary at Vannarponne when the locks 
of the strong Store-room of the Sivan Temple were broken 
and jewellery of the Temple to the value of Rs. 30,000 
removed. 

—St. John’s Seminary, Chundicully, converted into St. John’s 
College. See Note 93. 

—Dec. 28 -A grand dramatic and musical entertainment in St. 
Patrick’s College Hall. Two dramas were acted, St. Se- 
bastian or the Roman Martyr” and a comedy entitled 
”Cox and Box.'’ 

1892— Jan. 1 - Publication of the Supreme Court arcular suspended. 

—Jan. - Mr. C. Kahagasuri^ C, B., n. c. B., appcdnted Chief 

Irrigation Inspector for the North Central Province on a 
salary of Rs. 3000 and allowances^ to succeed Mr. A. D. 
Renganatban, who goes back to the P. W, D. ae Dielrict 
Rnginecr. 
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1892— Jan. 15 - Announcement received of the death of H. R. H. 
the Duke of Clarence and Avondale^ who auccumbedtoa 
aevere attack of Influenza and Pneumonia. The Governor 
ordera all Public Offices to be closed and flags on public 
buildings and vessels half-masted. 

—Jan. - Father 8.* J. Muller, S. who has under his care 40 
lepers at Jeppoo Hospital, Mangalore, is on a short visit 
to Jaffna for the benefit of his health. 

—Jan. - Oholera shows itself at Mannar. 

—Jan. 14 - Death of His Eminence Cardinal Manning, Arch- 
bishop of Westminster and Primate of England, an illus- 
trious convert. 

—Jan. 19 - Revd. Fr. C. H. Lytton leaves for Colombo being 
transferred to that diocese in connection with the erection 
of St Joseph’s Collage. 

—Jan. - The vacancy caused in the Public Instruction Department 
by the death of Mr. D. Alwis, Inspector of Schools^ filled up 
by the appointment of Mr. Arthur Van Cuylenburg, Inspector 
of Schools, Northern Province. Mr. R. H. Leembruggen, Head 
Clerk of the Secretariate, succeeds Mr. Van Cuylenburg as 
Inspector of Schools, Northern Province, 

—Feb. 19 - Mr. R. H. Leembruggen, Inspector of Schools, for the 
Northern and Eastern Provinces, arrives in Jaffna. Set 
Note 236. 

—Feb. 29 - The new upstair house of Mr. 8. Manuelpillai Ra> 
jakariar blessed by the Very Revd. Fr. Mauroit, Vicar- 
General. 

—March. 7 - Death is announced of Sir William H. Gregory, a 
former Governor of Ceylon. 

—March. 18 < The brig Annalachchemy, belonging to Tirumani 
Periathamby, a wealthy merchant of Valvettiturai, capsized 
off Mandaitivu in the offing. 

-—March. 19 - Death of Mrs. Magdalene Bastiampillai, wife of S. 
Bastiampillai Mudaliyar, and second daughter of Sandra- 
aagara Mudaliyar Saverimuttu Mudaliyar, K. c. s. G. See 
Note 184. 

—March. 30 -A lecture on *^Decision of Character” delivered 
in the Victoria Reading Hall by Mr. Nevins Selvaduraipillai, 
B. A., Headmaster of the Hindu High School. , He laid 
particular stress on the point that the first thing that 
ahobld be instilled into the' minds of youth is the exis- 
tence of God and the reverence to be paid to Him. 
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1892-- April. 1 - Death a^: the age of 33 of James Bastiampillai, 
second son of the late Proctor Bastiampillai. 

—April. - The Old Dutch Church, Jaffna, bought by Government 
for Rs. 6000. 

—April. - The building of the Kankesanturai Beacon reaches 
completion. Height already reached ts 70 feet. It is built 
in the form of a regular octagon. An iron ladder runs 
to the very top. The estimate is Rs. 5260. 

—April. - Some half a dozen strong benches firmly fixed in 
the ground along the sea- beach road from the left arm 
of the jetty on towards Passaioour. The work was done 
by the P. W. D. 

--April. - The draft of an ordinance to abolish the Paddy tax 
published in the Government Gazette. It is to come into 
operation from July 1st follov/ing. 

—May. 18 - Mr. Advocate J. Homer Vanniasingham receives bap- 
tism at the hands of the Very Revd. Fr. E. Vorlander, O. 
M. 1., at St. Joseph’s Chapel, Colombogam. The sponsors 
were Mr. A. Paul Mudaliyar and Mrs. Paul. 

“June, 9 - The new O. B. C. suspends payment 

—June, 13 - At a general meeting of the Committee of the 
Jaffna Friend*in-Need Society, It was decided to appoint 
Dr. Grenier as the visiting surgeon of the Hospital. 

—July. - A shipment of 200 logs of the best satin, yavaranai, 
ebony and other timber for the Ceylon Court and Tea 
Kiosk at the Chicago Exhibition made by the local Forest 
Department 

—July. - A new Dispensary opened at Nedunkeney. 

—July. - The Draft of the small Towns Sanitary Ordinance 
published in the Government Gazette. 

-Aug. 2 - Death in Colombo of His Grace Dr. Bonjean, the 
first Arch-bishop of Colombo, The zeal, energy and de- 
votion with which he built up the work of the Northern 
Vicariate are well-known, ^o his endeavours mainly are 
due the enviable position of the Roman Catholics of Jaff- 
na and the flourishing condition of its various education- 
al and religious institutions. He commanded great influ- 
ence by his writings. See Notes 185,440. 

—Aug. - 70 cases of new coins from London received in Col- 
ombo. One of these contained the new 10 cent pieces to 
the value of a lakh of rupees. 



57 


1892— Auff. 26 - Death at Batticotta, after a long lingering illness, 

of the Revd. Mr. W, W. Howland, the oldest member of 
the American Ceylon Mission. See Note 186. 

—Sept. 18 - Death of Dr. Chapman at Uduvil. See Note 187. 

—Oct. 1 • The Indian two anna piece ceases to be legal ten- 
der in Ceylon. The new subsidiary silver coins become 
current. 

—Oct. - A complete repair of the Church of St. James the Greater 
at Kilaly. undertaken by Proctor James Nicholas. 

—Oct - Messrs Cathiraveluppillai, Tisseveerasinghe and Thambiah 
come off successful in the Proctor’s Final Examination. 

— Oct. - A movement to form a volunteer corps for Jaffna set 
on foot by Mr. Bellamy, D. E., Jaffna. 

—Oct. 4 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. Philip Tamber. See Note 75. 

—Nov. • Mr. J. Cherubim, Agent of the B. I. S. N. Company, 
appointed the Jaffna Agent of the Standard Life Insurance 
Company. See Note 104. 

—Dec. 4 • His Lordship Dr. Melixan starts for Europe from Co- 
lombo. 

—Dec. 13 - Deaith of Mrs. Patterson, relict of the late Mr. 
Patterson, Cocoanut Planter. 

—Dec. 16 -In the Parapankandal Church Case, Mr. Jackson, 
the District Judge of Mannar, delivers judgment in fav- 
our of Fr. Sandrasagara. 

1893— Jan. 14 - Death at Jaffna of A. Paul Mudaliyar, Chief Muda- 

liyar of the Jaffna Kachchcri. See Note 188. 

—Jan. 15 - Death at Mannar of L. Gasparpillai Mudaliyar. Adi- 
gar of Mannar. See Note 189. 

—Jan. 22 - Death at Jaffna from pneumonia of Mrs Casipillai, 
wife of Mr. V. Casipillai, one of the leading and most 
popular proctors of Jaffna. The deceased was noted for 
her private charity. 

—Jan. 24 - H. E. Sir .Arthur Havelock accompanied by Captain 
Mac Neal, A. D. C., and Mr. Gerald Browne, P. S., arrives 
in Jaffna. He is received at a large and tastefully deco- 
rated Pandal put up in front of the Jaffna Customs. Mr, 
T. M. Tampoc, Crown Proctor and j. p., reads the address. 

—Jan. - The Paddy Tax abolished. 

—Feb. 1 - Mr. P. Coomaraswamy, brother of Mr. Ramanathan^ 
appointed Tamil Representative of the Legislative Council, 
Bee Not<e277. 
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I8d3— Feb. -IThe Central Road Mail Coach service by horses from 
Jaffna to Elephant Pasis^ extended to Kanagarasrankulain. 
(68 miles.) 

-tFeb. 18 • Death at Jaffna of the Revd. Fr. J. Roux, O. M. 
I. He came to Jaffna in 1884, and was ordained Priest 
by Dr. Melizan on the 19th December 1885. He was Piurish 
Priest of Trincomalee, Batticaloa and Point Pedro and was 
for some time Director of St. Joseph’s Orphanage^ Colom- 
bogam. 

—Feb. -Mr* Vallipuram, Udaiyar of Mannar West; appointed 
acting Adigar of Mannar. 

—Feb* 19 - The Papal Jubilee celebrations commence at the 
Jaffna Cathedral. 

—Feb* 28 • The Railway Survey between Jaffna and Kangasan- 
tural completed. The work was supervised by Mr. Maine. 

—Mar. 5 -By Apostolic Brief of this date^ the Ecclesiastical 
administration of the Arch-diocese of Colombo entrusted 
to Dr* Theophilus Andrew Melizan, 0* M. L 

—Mar. -Death at Mannar of Mr. S. AnthonypUlai, otherwise 
called Ponniah Kanakkar* He was an overseer in the 
PwW.D* and a brother of Mr. 8. Saverimuttu, a teacher 
in the Jaffna Boy’s Seminary. 

—March. - Copra sells at Ks* 50 a candy. 

—April. - Mr. B. Constantine gazetted to act as Police Magis- 
trate and Commissioner of Requests of Jaffna and Mal- 
lagam. 

—April - The arrocl: rent of the Jaffna District for the year 
1893-<1894 purchased for Rs. 47,000 by Don Henrick Ap- 
puhamy. 

—May. 1 • Death at Colombo of the Very Revd. Fr. D. Pulica- 
ni. O. Ivl. I. He was for %iany years Vicar-Cenezal of 
Jaffna. 

May. - Fubllcation of the *'Ceylon Review*’ commenced. 

—May. 17 - Vettukadu gets to be known aa a new and attrac- 
tive field for Cocoanut planting. 

—May. 17 - Marriage at Colpetty, Colombo; of Mr. B. Cqub- 
tantine. Police Magistrate of Jaffna, with Mias Fattie 
Emaiey. 
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1893— May. 22 - General meeting of the Confraternity of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. Mr. Homer Vanniasinkam delivers a lec* 
ture 00 the '*Aims of Life.” 

—May. 31 w The Jaffna upstair building of the new Oriential 
Bank Corporation put up for sale by Mr. Alex. Toussaint, 
Merchant^ and bought by Mr. Melville Geddes, Planter, for 
Rs. 14.000. See Note 130. 

— June. OikMr. Charles Morrison, local agent of the defunct 
new O. B. C., leaves for Colombo. While in Jaffna, he iden- 
tided himself with every movement having for its object 
the material advancement of the people of this Province. 
See Note 130. 

—July, - The Jaffna Railway Survey reaches Elephant Pass—a 
distance of about 46 miles. 

—July. - A large model of the Royal Mail Cart running be- 
tween * Elephant Pass and Anuradhapura, placed in the Cey- 
lon Court at the Chicago Exhibition. It was forwarded by 
Mr. Skinner, the Post Master General, and made for him 
at Jaffna by the Central Road Mail Coach Contractor, 
Mr. b. Asaipillai. 

—July* 19 - The Rupee of Portuguese India having been de- 
monetized by order of Her Majesty in Council, ceases to 
be legal tender. 

—Aug. 4 - His Lordship the Right Revd. Dr. Henry Jou- 
lain., O. M. L, elected Bishop of Jaffna, in succession to 
Dr. Melizan transferred to the Arch-diocese 6f Colombo. 

-Aug. 9 -Death at Jaffna at tlie age 80 of Mr. B. Deogupillai, 
Sworn Translator of the District Court of Jaffna. See 
Note 190. 

—Aug. 24 - Episcopal Consecration of His Lordship Dr. Henry 
Joulain, O. M. I., Bishop of Jaffna. 

—Sept 3 - Draft of an ordinance rdating to pawn-brokers pub- 
lished in the Government Gazette. 

—Sept -Death at Vannarponne of Mr. C. Arunasalam, Sub- 
collector. See Note 191. 

— S^t 9 • Death a| Mannar, at the age of 48, of Seemampillai 
Mudaliyar, Adigar of Musali Nanaddan. See Note 192. 

-Sn>t 11 • Death at Kayts of Mr.V. Visuvanathapillai, Chief Qerk 
of the Minor Courts of that station. 

Sept 29 -Death at Point-Ped|ro as the result of an accident of 
the Rev. J. Newham, a young Wesleyan Misdonary. 
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ISdS-’-Oct. - Mr. John Rodrigo, Post Master, Pallai^ severs his con- 
nection with the Postal Depeartment and engages in Co- 
coanut planting. 

—Dec. 15 - Arrival of His Lordship Dr. Joulain as Bi^op of 
Jaffna. 

1894— Jan. - Abolition of the system of Port-Headmen or Adappahs 
in the Northern Province and the appointment of a num- 
ber of Boatswains in their places. 

—Jan. 2 -Death at Jaffna of Mr. G. Bastian, Teacher. See 
Note 103. 

—Feb. 3 - A shock of Earth-quake felt in several parts of Jaffna- 

—Feb. 4 - Death of Mr. Frederick Johnpulle, retired Sub-collector. 
See Note 193. 

—Feb. 13 - Death at Manipay of Mr. Nathan Strong. See Note 
194. 

Feb. 24 - Death at Chavakachcheri of Mr. Naranar Varitham- 
by. Udaiyar, and a large land owner. See Note 195. 

—April 1 - Mr. Wm. Mather, long employed in the firm of Walker 
& Sons. Colombo, returns to Jaffna and assumes duties as 
the local agent of the Ceylon Steamship Company. See 
Note 407. 

—April. 1- Laying the corner-stone of the Mortuary Chapel at 
St. Mary's Cathedral Burial Grounds. 

—April. 6 - Death at Mannar of Saverimuttu Philippupillai Sup- 
prumania Mud'aliyar, Adigar of Mantotte. See Note 212. 

—May. 19 - General meeting of the Confraternity of the Sacred 
Heart. S. Bastiampillai Mudaliyar delivers a very practi- 
cal lecture on “Our duties as Laymen.” 

—Aug. - A donation of Rs. 1,000 given to the Jaffna Frlend- 
in-need Society by N. Swaminathan. Broker of Messrs 
Delmege Forsyth &. Co., and son of Navaratnasingam 
of the P. R. C., Jaffna. 

—Aug. - Several cases of Cholera reported to have occured at 
Puloly and Alvay. 

—Sept. 15 - Celebration of the Silver Jubilee of Mr. S. Abra* 
ham, the veteran Headmaster of St. Patrick's College. 

—Oct. -The Arialai Estate, the property of the late Mr. PHce 
and subsequently owned by Mr. Gediles, purcnased by Mr. 
Proctor Casipillai for Rs. 47,000. 

Nov. 10 -Death at Vannarponne of Mr. Ranganathany Dis- 
trict Engineer of Pallai. 

' Nov. 27 - Death at Jaffna of Vivveendapillai, widow of Bave- 
rimuttu Suprumania Mudaliyar. 
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1894~Systeinatic training of Tamil nurses commenced at the Mani; 
pay Hospital by Mrs. Scott. The work is followed at 
Inuvil shortly after. See Note 418. 

---Dec. 6 - Death at Mannar of T. Swampillai Mudaliyar. 

—Dec, -The Postal Department introduces reply letter-cards. 

—Dec. 25 - The Centenary of St. Mary's Cathedral, Jaffna, cele- 
brated with great grandeur. A sketch of the chief events 
connected with the Cathedral, in which the story of its 
erection and completion, and of the introduction and pro- 
pagation of the Catholic Faith in these parts is briefly 
told, was read on the occasion by Mr. John. H. Martyn, 
who composed it from reliable sources with the appro- 
bation of the Ecclesiastical Authorities. See Note 213. 

1895— Jan. The Post-Master-General visits Jaffna. A deputation waits 
on him with a petition praying that a ^Post-office may be 
opened at Vannarponne on the Jaffna-Kankesanturai Road. 

—Feb. 26 - The trial of the Guardian Libel Case before the 
Supreme Court at Jaffna. See Note 197. 

— Mar. 17 - Laying of the new Indo-Ceylon cable. 

— Mar. 19 - Death at Colombo of the Very Revd. Fr, J. Vistarini. 

—June. 1 - Burials in the Dutch Burial Ground, Pettah, Jaffna, 
discontinued, 

—June, 12 - General meeting of the Confraternity of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. Mr. John H. Martyn reads a paper on 
* The Advantages of Association." 

—Aug. 1 - Death of Mr. Cheiliahpillai, B. A., B. L., in Cudappah* 
India. See Note 198, 

-Aug. 19 - G .P. O., Colombo, opened. 

—Aug. 24 - Death of D. W. N. Scnathirajah, Proctor. He was 
a brother of Advocate Senathirajah of Colombo and he 
edited the “Ceylon Patriot” for some time. See Note 127. 

- 'Sept. - Sir A. E. Havelock appointed Governor of Madras. 

—Sept. 5 - D^th of Mr. A, Joseph, Teacher, and a prominent figure 

in Jaffna. See Note 281. 

— Sept, The inau^ration of the Hindu High School in the 
new upstair building, under the presidency of the Hon. 
P. Coomaraswamy. See Note 166. 

- Sept. -The Jaffna Maniagar's division subdivided into three 

registration divisions for purposes of registering Births and 
Deaths, viz. <1) Vannarponne West, with a Mohammedan 
Registrar, (2) Vannarponne East .and Nallur with a Pro- 
testant Registrar,* and (3) Chundikully with a Roman Ca- 
tholic Registrar, 
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1895- -Oct. 30 - Death at Vannarponne at the age of 22 of C. Mat* 

tutamby, brother of Mr. Sundram of the Colombo Custom^ 
after passing very creditably the Proctor's Examination. 
His sister died the previous day. Both succumbed to ty- 
phoid fever. 

•—Nov. 6. - Death at Jaffna of Mr. l^tlus Saverimuttu of the 
Jaffna Fiscal's Office, a son of the late Supramania Mu- 
daliyar. 

—Nov. 9 - The golden Jubilee of Mr. (now Sir) William Twy- 
nam*s official career celebrated with great eclat in Jaffna. 
See Note 199. 

—Nov. - The question raised regarding the appointment of a 
Maha Mudaliyar for the Tamils of the Island causes great 
interest and excitement. 

—Nov. 11 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. Arthur Fletdier, retired 
Teacher of St Patrick's College and Moqpu of St. Mary's 
Cathedral. See Note 103. 

—Nov. • The Victoria Lying-in-Home at Jaffna opened. 

—Dec. -Mr. S. Duraisamy appointed Maniagar of Valikamam 
East See Note 239. 

1896— Jan. 1 -The honour of Kni|^t-hood conferred on Mr. Wil- 

liam C. Twynam, Government Agent of the Northern Pro- 
vince. 

—Jan. 4 -Death at Tellipalai from heart disease of Mr. Ad- 
vocate Muttiah. He was a rising lawyer and had a fairly 
good practice in the Chavakachcheri and Pt. Pedro Courts. 

—Jan. 16 - Sir William Twynam, K. a ii. G., granted three months 
full pay leave prior to his retirement on the 16th April. 
Mr. R. W. levers succeeds him as (Government Agent; N. 
P. Sir William quits the old Park and moves into Marine 
Villa. See Note 363. 

—Feb. 20th - Death at Manipay of Mr. J, R. Arnold, Prufeasor, 
Author, Editor, Poet and TamiNS^olar. See Note 115. 

—Feb. 22 • Sir William Twynam entertained at a grand dinner 
at the Queen's House. Fort, Jaffna. 

—Feb. 24 - Mr Tampoe^ Crown Proctor, assumes duties as act- 
ing Police Magistrate of Jaffiuu 
—March. 2 - St Joseph k Collie; Colombo; opened. 

—Mar. 6 - Death at Jaffna of Arasunilayitta Mudaliyar Santia- 
gopillai, retired Maniagar. 
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1896— Mar. - A strike among cigar makers to obtain an increase 

of wages. 

—Mr. C. M. Chellappa, Manager of the Chulipuram English 
School, secures the services of an able Headmaster in the 
person of Mr. Small, a lecturer in the Tinnevely College. 
See Note 316. 

—April. 17 - The Jaffna Commercial Corporation started. See 
Note 200. 

—May. 1 - The arrack rent of the Jaffna District for the year 
1896—97, put up for sale at the Kachcheri and purchas- 
ed by Mr. K. Valupillai of Kandermadam for Rs. 82,000. 
—May. - Death at Trincomalee of Sattanathapillai. He was a 
native of Vadamaradchy who, having settled in Trinco- 
pialee, amassed a large fortune. 

—June. 15 - Mr. Advocate Nagalingam assumes duties as act- 
ing Police Magistrate of the Point Pedro and Chavakach- 
cherri Courts. See Note 166. 

—July. 2 - The Kumbapishakam ceremony of the new Sivan 
Temple at Keerimalai. 

— July, 4 - Mr. Tomalin, Provincial Engineer, with Mr. Cameron, 
D. J., visits the Puttur well, with the object of carrying 
on experimental pumping and testing its water supplying 
capacity. See Note 60, 

—July. 12 - Death at Colombo at the age of 39 of Mr. J. B. 

Sathupathy, Barrister-at-law. See Note 201. 

—July. 24 - An "At Home” function, the first of its kind in 
Jaffna, held in the Old Park, Jaffna Kachcheri, by Mrs. 
levers. 

—Sept. - A Board of EdiAation appointed by Government See 
Note 440. 

— "Tiruchelvarkaviani,” a well-known Tamil epic by Poologa- 
singha Mudaliyar, printed at the Gnanapiragasa Press, 
Achuvely. See Note 202. 

—Oct 6 - Death at Jaffna of the Very Revd. Fr. L. Mauroit, O. 

M. I., the veteran Missionary of Jaffna. See Note 103. 
—Oct 30 • Death of Proctor J. E. Nicholas, eldest son of Ni- 
cholaq;>illai Sinnathamby. He was an intelligent and dis- 
tingui^ed Proctor. See Note 337. 

1897— Jan. 15 • Sir Joseph West Ridgeway, Governor, with Captain 

Ward Jackson, P. S, Sir W. Kinsey, P. C. M. O., Hon. W. 
Taylor, Auditor General, and Captain Graeme, lands at 
Jaffiia at fi,30 p. m. and proceeds to Queen’s House. 
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1897— Jan. 16 - H. £. the Governor lunched at the Residency at 2.3d 
p. m. Garden Party at 4.30 p. m. Public reception at the Espla> 
nade pandal at 6 p. m. Public address, the Governor's reply. 
Fireworks. Illumination of the Fort. 

—Jan. 17 • The Governor visits the Puitoor well and Kankes- 
anturai. 

—Jan. 18 - The Governor inspects the Public offices, interviews 
about 150 Headmen, holds a Le^ee at Queen’s House, Fort 
Jaffna. A Tamil Drama (Damayandi) acted later on for 
the entertainment of the Governor. 

- Jan. 19 - The Governor visits Jaffna College, Batticotta, under 
Dr. Hastings, goes to Kayts where he is most loyally re- 
ceived by Father Sandrasagara and others. 

—Jan. 20 - The Governor visit, St. Patrick's College, St. Charle's 
Mission House, St. Martin’s Seminary, St. John’s College, 
Jaffna Convent School, Wesleyan Central College, and Girl’s 
Boarding School, and leaves for Elephant Pass at 3 p. m. 

-* Jan. 24-Swami Vivekananda (Norendra Nath Dutt. B. A. 
Calcutta) who was at the Parliament of Religion^ Chica- 
go, arrives in Jaffna and receives an enthusiastic recep- 
tion at the Hindu College, Vannarponne, 

—Jan. 29 - The Very Revd. Fr, Cassian Augier, Assistant to 
the Superior General of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, 
arrives in Jaffna at 10-30 a. m. No public reception given 
as was done in the case of the Very Revd, Fr. Soul- 
lier’s visit in 1878. 

—Jan. 29 - Mr. A Mylvaganain of Copay appointed a Justice 
of the Peace for the District of Jaffna and unofficial 
Police Magistrate for the JuOicial Division of Jaffna. See 
Note 299. 

—April. 17 - Death of Lady Twynam at Belle-View Villa, Jaffna. 

— April. 19 - Funeral of Lady Twynam. -Sir William, who was 
in Colombo, reached Jaffna the previous evening. Inter- 
ment at St. John’s Chundikully. A very large concourse 
present. 

—May. 11 - Meeting at the District Court House, Mr. Fisher, 
G. A. in the chair, for determining local celebration of 
the Queen's Diamond Jubilee,* 

—May. 16 -Death of Mr. Van Houten, Deputy Fiscal, and of 
Mr. Vytilingam, commonly called “Singapore Vytilingam”, 
both from diabetes. 
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l897— June. 20- The Diamond Jubilee celebrations. Rejoicings 
universal and enthusiastic. 

—English School at Uduville under the American Mission 
opened by K. H. E. Myers, 

—Aug. 4 - Death of advocate S. Nagalingam, a highly popular 
and philanthropic gentleman. See Note 166. 

— Dec. 28 - Death dt Jaffna of Revd. Fr. Boniface Gourdon. 

— Dec. 31. Telegram received from the Secretary of State 
sanctioning construction of the Northern Railway. 

1898— Jan. 13 - Mr. P. A. Manners assumes duties a^ 5th Clerk 
of the Jaffna Kachcheri. See Note 104. 

— ^Jan. 15 - The Jaffna Catholic Guardian enters upon the 
23rd year of its existence. See Note 176. 

—Jan. 27 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. Brown Sinnatamby, the senior 
member of the local Bar. See Note 203. 

—Feb. - Mr. J. Gregory, late of St. Patrick's College, appointed 
a field surveyor, after receiving a course of training at 
the Surveyor General's office and passing the prescribed 
examination. See Note 103. 

—Feb. - Publication by the Revd. Fr. Dunne, O. M. I., Princi- 
pal of St. Patrick’s College, of a system of Short-hand 
he had invented for the Tamil language. See Note 205. 

—Feb. 14 - Death at Alutmawatta, from dropsy, in the 66th 
year of his age, of Mr. J. L. Bertus. He was Head Clerk 
of the Mannar Kachcheri and retired after 35 years' service. 

—Mar. 5 - Death at Jaffna, of Catherine, wife of Mr. Manuel- 
pillai Rajakariar. The deceased was well-known by her 
good qualities and good deeds. 

—Mar. 14 - Dr. William Gabriel Rockwood appointed Tamil 
Representative in the Legislative Council. See Note 297. 

—Mar, 14 -His Lordship Dr. Joulain, Bishop of Jaffna, leaves 
en route to Europe. 

—April. - Announcement received of the death, in England, at 
the ripe old age of 85, of Mr. John Capper, well known 
in Ceylon as an old Colonist and the Editor and Proprietor 
of the “Ceylon Times”, See Note 107. 

—May. 11 • Death at Achuvely, at the age of 84, of Thilliam- 
palam Santiapillai, Udaiyar. 

9 
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ld96— Klay. 27 - Death at the age of 75, of Hannah Hensman, 
a daughter of Matthew Philips and the wife of the Revd, 
John Hensman. 

—May. 28 - Death at Manipay of Dr. Strong Arasakone Mud- 
aliyar. 

—June. 26 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. Sathupathy Soosaipillai, a 
well-known and wealthy merchant. See Note 201. 

—July. 15 - The O. B. C. building in Jaffna, owned by the heirs 
of the late Mr. Geddis, put up for sale and purchased 
by R. M. M. S. T. Raman Chetty for Rs. 15,500. See 
Note 130. 

— July. 30 -Arrival in Jaffna of Mr. Hopman, Sub-Inspector of 
Telegraphs, in connection .with the Telegraph line to 
Manipay. 

—Aug. 6 - The inauguration of the Manipay Hospital at the 
New Building under the management of Dr. Scott. See 
Note 418. 

—Aug. 12 - Death at Jaffna of Edward Sattrukalsinghe. See 
Note 204. 

—Aug. 29 - Arrival in Jaffna of His Excellency Sir Noel Walker. 

—Aug. - Death at Jaffna of Mr. John Nicholas, Head Clerk of 
the District Court of Jaffna and the son-in-law of the late 
Dr. Abraham, the popular native physician of Jaffna. See 
Note 285. 

—Sept. 1 - Government takes possession of the O. B. C. building* 
purchased from its last owner, R. M. M. S. T. Raman Chetty, 
for Rs. 16,500. See Note 130. 

—Sept 1 - Death at Mihintale, of Cecelia, youngest daughter of 
the late Henry Martyn and the wife of Mr. M. M. P)iviraya- 
singhe, Superintendent of Immigration Stations, Anurad- 
hapura. 

—Sept 24 - Formal opening of the McLeod Hospital at Inuvil 
for women and children with Dr. isabeUa Curr in charge. 
See Note 206. ^ ^ 

—Oct 17 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. Kandavanam of the Jaffna F. 
N. S. Hospital. 

—Oct 23 - Death* at Jaffna, in her 27th year, of Cedi Ponnammah, 
daughter of the late Mr. Samud Nevinspillai, b. a., 8.L., 
of the Madras Presidency College and latterly of the Mad- 
ras High Court Bar, and wife of Mr. Muttoocoomarp, Post- 
Master of Lunugalla. 
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1898— Nov. 1 - Mr. B. Francis of the Registrar General’s Office, 

Colombo, appointed Registrar of Lands, Batticaloa, vice 
Mr. Karalasingham, who takes charge of the Jaffna Office. 
See Note 372. 

--Nov. - The district of Vavuniya parcelled and merged into 
the Jaffna, Mannar and Mullaitivu divisions. 

—Nov. - Mr. James De Niese, the well-known artist of Jaffna, 
presents to the Parish Priest of St. James, Karayoor. a 
beautiful life-size oil painting of the late Very Revd. Fr. 
Mauroit. See Note 287. 

—Nov. - Retirement of Mr. C. W. Kathirvetpillai from the C. 
C. S. See Note 244. 

—Nov. 22 - Death at Point Pedro, at the age of 89, of the Revd. 
Mr. Asbury of the American Mission of Jaffna. See Note 207. 

—Nov. 27 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. W. M. S. Twynam. See Note 208. 

— Dec. 25 - Rate of Postage between Ceylon and the United 
Kingdom fixed at 6 cts. for half ounce. 

—Dec. • Death at Jaffna from fever of Jaccova Thangamuttu, 
relict of Mr. Santiogupillai, brother of the late A. Paul 
Mudaliyar of the Jaffna Kachcheri, and eldest daughter 
of the late Nicholas Sandrasagara Mudaliyar. Revd. Fr. 
Sandrasagara and Mr. J. N. Sandrasagara, Superintendent 
of Minor Roads, Jaffna, are her brothers. 

1899 — Jan. 23 -Death at Cantherodai from diabetes of Mr. Cooma- 

ravelupillai, eldest son of the late Weluppillai Mudaliyar, 
the well-known District Engineer. 

—Jan. 29 - Revd. Fr. Norbert Perera of the Jaffna Diocese or- 
dained priest by His Grace the Archbishop of Colombo in 
the Borella Chapel. 

—Feb. 6 - Death at Colombo of Mr. Navaratnasinghe, for many 
years the Scavenging Superintendent of the Jaffna Board 
of Health. 

—Feb. 10 - Death at Mannar from fever of Mr. Nicholas Puvi- 
rajasingham. Second Clerk, Mannar Kachcheri. See Note 
209. 

— ^Feb. 14' - Death at Jaffna of D. Christian, employed as a clerk 
in the Guardian Office under the Catholic Mission for 20 
years. He was a brother of the late Revd. Fr. Chrysos- 
tom. 

^Feb. 18 - An ‘*At Home’’ held at the ’’Old Park,” Jaffna Kach- 
cheri, by Mr. and Mrs. levers. 
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1899— Feb. - A public meeting held under the Presidency of Mr. 

leverSp Government Agents to provide the people of Jaffna 
with a Town Hall. 

— Mar. 1 - The Ceylon Penal Code comes into operation. 

—April, 9 - Death at Jaffna of Isabella, relict of S, Mudaliyar 
Cherubim. 

—April. 11 - A native schooner wrecked off the coast of Mul- 
laitivu. 

—April. - Dr. Alfred C. Evarts comes, off successful ii^ the M. 
c. M. examination of the Madras University. See Note 210. 

—May. 4 - Death at Manipayof Mr. Alfred Hensman, a gentleman 
of long standing at the Jaffna Bar. See Note 70. 

—May. 15 • Death at Jaffna of Mr. J. I, Pieris, well and widely 
known as a merchant. See Note 214. 

-June. 1 • Death at Jaffna of Miss Mary Saverimuttu, eldest 
daughter of the late Chevalier Saverimuttu Mudaliyar, 
See Note 215. 

—June. 8 - Death at Jaffna, from puerperal fever, of Mary, wife 
of Revd. John Carter, Principal, St. John’s College, Chundi- 
cully. 

—June. 11 - A meeting held in the Hall of St. Patrick’s Col- 
lege, under the presidency of the Very Revd. Fr. Collin, 
Vicar-General, for the purpose of raising funds for the 
repair of St. Mary’s Cathedral, Jaffna. See Note 351. 

—July. 28 - Death at Trincomalie of Simon Cherubim Mudaliyar, 
Secretary of the Trincomalie Courts. 

—July. 29 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. John Karalasingham, Shroff of 
the Jaffna Customs. 

—July. 29 - A Girls’ School at Jaffna, in memory of ’ the Revd. 
Hastings, formally opened. 

—Aug. 10 - Death at Nallur of Mr. C. Thiagar, a well-known 
Tamil Scholar and Pundit. Sen^ Note 216. 

—Aug. 11 - Death at Jaffna of Victoriapillai, eldest daughter of 
Nicholas Puvirajasinghe Mudaliyar and wife of Mr. V. 
Yanamuttu, Merchant. 

—Aug. 11 - Death at Loretto (Italy) of the Right Revd. Fr. 
Abbot Cingolani, Sylvestrine monk of the O. S. B ., for a 
long time Missionary Apostolic in Ceylon and late Lord 
Abbot of St. Antony’s Abbey, Kandy. 
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1899 — Aug - Mr. T. M. Tampoe confirmed by Government in his 
appointment of Police Magistrate of Jaffna and Mallagam. 

—Sept. 11 - Death at Nallur of Mrs. Kailasapillai, Wife of C. 
Kailasapillai Mudaliyar, Tamil Interpreter of • the Supreme 
Court, and a daughter of the late Overseer Thambipillai. 

—Sept. - Mr. A. Canagaratnam, brother of Mr. Proctor Cathi- 
ravelu and a nephew of Mr. Proctor V. Casipillai, comes 
off successful in the Proctor’s final examination. See Note 127. 

—Sept - The arrack rents for the Mullaitivu and Vavuniya Dis- 
tricts bought by Mr. M. Asaipillai for Rs. 14,500 and 8,160 
respectively. 

—Oct. 1 - The Jaffna Premier Restaurant opened under the man- 
agement of Mr. J. Don. Manuel. 

—Oct. 4 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. A. Philippiah, Post-Master of 
the Jaffna Kachcheri. See Note 217. 

—Oct. 4 - Announcement made in the Legislative Council that 
the Secretary of State had authorized the construction of 
the whole line of Railway connecting the North of the 
Island with Colombo. See Note 232. 

— Oct. 5 - Death at Trevandram of Angelina, wife of Mr. C. R. 
Arasaretnam and the eldest daughter of Justice Adana- 
yagampillai. 

— Oct. 8 - Death at Vannarponne of S. Ramupillai, a distin- 
guished and successful native physician. See Note 218.. 

— Oct. 12 - Death m Colombo of the Revd, Fr. A. Trouchat. He 
was first stationed in Jaffna and laboured in the Missions 
of Jafina, Mullaitivu, Kayts and other parts. He died in 
his 52nd year and served as a missionary for 27 years. 

—Oct. 12 - Messrs L. Shipton, C. Speldewinde, N. Kelenberg, E. H. 
Kock and J. Gregory of the Sv*rvey Department, commence 
the acquisition surveys in connection with the Northern 
Railway. 

—Oct. - Government sanctions Rs. 5,000 for a site and Rs. 
15,000 for the building of a new Hospital at Point Pedro. 

— Oct. - Arrival in Colombo of Mr. Oliver, Chief Construction 
Engineer, to take charge of the Northern and Kelany Valley 
Railway extension. See Note. 232. 

—Oct - Death from Cancer of Mr. Suntharam, Udaiyar of 
Chundicully and brother-in-law of Pundit Thiagar. 

— Oct. - Materials received in Colombo for the Jaffna Railway. 
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189»-Oct. 17 - Mr. Uuis Herb, the Y. M. C. A. Secretary for Cey- 
lon, who has been spending a fortnight in Jaffna, returns 
to Colombo. 

—Nov. 27 - Death at Bopeitya, Pamunugama, of Mr. Don, Hen- 
drick Appuhamy. See Note 219. 

-Dec, - Death in his 54th year of Mr, Lionel F. Lee, the Trea- 
surer of the Colony. See Note 107. 

—Dec. 14 - At a general meeting of the subscribets to the F. 
N. S Hospital held at the Jaffna Kachcheri, it was decid- 
ed to hand over the Jaffna F. N. S. Hospital to the Govern- 
ment See Note 431. 

1900 — Jan. 1 - The General Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance comes 
into operation. 

—Jan. 1 - Point Pedro brought under the operation of the Small 
Towns Sanitary Ordinance of 1892. 

— Jan. 4 - The Crown Agents call for tenders for the construction 
of a Railway from Kurunegalla to Kangasanturai. See 
Note 232. 

—Jan. 5 - Death at the age of 92 of Tisseveerasinghe Mudali- 
yar Abraham, Notary Public, Jaffna. See Note 231. 

—Feb. 9 • A shock of earth-quake felt in Ceylon and India. 

—Mar. 21 • Death of Dr. William Paul, Resident Surgeon, F. 
N. S. Hospital, Jaffna. See Note 250. 

—May. - A historical report on the Pearl-Fishery of Ceylon by 
Sir. W. C. Twynam, submitted to the Government. 

—Oct. 27 - Death at Jaffna from snake-bite of Mr. L. F. White, 
Railway Engineer. 

— Dec. 26 - The Golden Jubilee of St. Patrick’s College cele- 
brated on a grand scale. See Note 426. 

— “Central” — the Magaaine of the Jaffna Wesleyan Central Col- 
lege, started. See Note 127. 

1901— Jan, 22 - Death of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, the Good, 

—Jan. 23 - His Majesty Edward vlt proclaimed King and Emperor. 

—Jan. 29 - Death at Colombo of Venus S. Mariampillai. a 

young and enterprising merchant See Note 233. 

— Feb. 2 ■ Public ceremonies all over the Idand connected with 
the funeral of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, 

-Feb. 2 - Winding up of the Batticaloa Trading Co. Ltd. 

—Feb. - The newly built HaU of St John’s College Chundicully, 
opened by the Metropolitan Bishop of Colombo, See Note 93. 
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1901— March. 1 - The fourth decennial census of Ceylon taken. Po- 

pulation 3,565,954 ; Northern Province 340,93^ Jafifna 33,879; 
males 1,896,212, females 1,669.742. See Note 222. 

—May. 28 - Mr. W. Romaine Cooke arrives as the new Vice- 
Principal of the Central College. This is the first* time when 
the institution had two Europeans in its staff. 

—June. - Ping-Pong introduced into Ceylon. 

—June. 3 - General Oliver visits the Jaffna Wesleyan Central 
Gollege. 

—June. 6 - Death of S. Bastiampillai Mudaliyar, Chief Mudali- 
yar of the Jaffna Kachcheri. See Note 140. 

—July. 14 - The wife pf Mr. R. W. levers, G. A., Jaffna, en- 
counters a bear at Vavuniya. The servant who accom- 
panied her accidentally shot in the scuffle that ensued. 

— Oct. • The Jaffna Agricultural Association formed. 

—Oct 25 • The gold coin called the sovereign made ‘legal ten- 
der in Ceylon at Rs. 15. 

1902— Jan. 20 - Professor W. A. Herdman with his assistant, Mr. 

Homell, arrives in Colombo, to report on the Pearl Oys- 
ter beds off Mannar. See Note 234. 

—Jan. - New rules and regulations published in the Government 
Gazette regarding land sales as well as pensions to Pub- 
lic Servants. 

—Feb^ 8 - Public Meeting at Point Pedro presided over by Mr. 
R. W. Allagakone, P. M., to consider steps for a memO' 
rial to Sir West Ridgeway, in connection with Railway ex- 
tension to Jaffna. 

—Feb. - Movement set on foot by the people of Jaffna to col- 
lect funds for a permanent memorial to H. E. Sir West 
Ridgeway for the introductioli of the Railway to the North. 

—Mar. 10 - H. £. Sir West Ridgeway visits Jaffna. 

—Mar. 11 - Opening of the first section of 21 miles of Rail- 
way from KShgasanturai to Chavakachcheri through Jaffna 
by Sir West Ridgeway. See Note 232. 

—May. - Death at Vannarponne of Mr. T. P. Chellappapillai. 
retired Chief Justice of Travancore. See Note 177. 

—June. 20 • Publication of the rules framed under the provi- 
sions of the Village Committee's Ordinance, 1889 and adop- 
ted by the Committee appointed by the inhabitants of 
Delft. 
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1902— ‘June, 25 - Announcement received of the serious illness of 

His Majesty the King. Universal regret felt, arrange* 
ments made for* his Coronation cancelled. 

— July. 25 - An agricultural show held in Jaffna. 

— Aug. 9 - The Roman Catholic Church and School at Tinnevaly 
wantonly destroyed in broad day light by a gang of fana- 
tic Hindus. 

— Sept. 5 • Opening of the section of the Northern Railway from 
Chavakachcheri to Pallai, a distance of 14 miles* See 
Note 232* 

—Sept. 5 - An Agricultural Company formed in Jaffna. See 
Note 266. 

—Oct. 9 - The inauguration of the Catholic Union of Ceylon. 

— Dec. 21 - The Boer prisoners finally leave Ceylon for South 
Africa. 

— Dec. - A statue of Buddah, cut out of white lime-stone, dug 
up at Chunnagam and removed to the Jaffna Kachcheri Park. 

1903— Jan. 20 - Opening of the Training College at Colombo for 

teachers. 

—Jan. - Motor-Cycle first imported into the Island. 

—Jan, - Hon. P. Ramanathan appointed King's Counsel for Ceylon. 

— Mar. 1 - A Pearl-Fishery at Marichikaddy. 

— Mar. 25 - The Governor visits the Pearl Fishery. 

— April. 1 - Celebration by the Roman Catholics of Ceylen of 
the Jubilee of His Holiness Pope Leo XIIL 

—June. 9 - Serious riots at Anuradhapura, the Buddhist pil- 
grims destroying the Catholic Church, assaulting the priest 
and doing other damages. Some forty of the rioters were 
tried, convicted by the Supreme Court ^d sentenced to 
terms of imprisonment varying from one to seven years 
with fines. See Note 246. 

—June. 13 - The Refbrm of th^ Legislative Council of Ceylon 
introduced by the Hon. Mr. J. Ferguson, the General Eu- 
ropean Member, discussed in Council. 

— June. - Mr. Chit Kailasapillai* Chief Mudaliyar of tne Batti 
caloa Kachcheri, appointed Chief Tamil Translator and 
Interpreter to His Excellency the Governor. See Note 346. 

—June. - The Paumben Railway and Canal Scheme proposed with 
a view to connect Ceylbn with India by a Broad Gauge 
Railway. 
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1903— July/ 9 - The Jaifna Hindu Young Men's Associaxion started 

—Aug. - The Hon. Dr. William Gabriel Rockwood re-appointed 

Tamil Member of the Legislative Council. See Note 297. 

—Oct 2 - The **S. S. Jaffna’\ belonging to the Jaffna Steam 
Navigation Company, makes its trial trip. 

—Oct. 14 - The "S. S. Jaffna" goes on a pleasure trip to 
Delft. 

—Oct 15 - The salt rent of the Jaffna District for 1904 sold 
to Raman Chetty for Rs. 63,521. 

—Oct 17 - A meeting held in the Jaffna District Court House 
under the presidency of Mr. J. P. Lewis, Acting Govern- 
ment Agent, when it was unanimously resolved to build 
a hall in the esplanade to he called the **Ridgeway Me- 
morial Hall,” as the permanent memorial to Sir West 
Ridgeway for the great boon of the Railway which he 
has given to the people of Jaffna. 

—Oct. 27 • At a meeting held in the Jaffna Library, Mr. Ad- 
vocate Tirunavukarasu elected to represent the people of 
Jaffna at the farewell function to be given at Colombo 
to H. E. Sir West Ridgeway on the eve of his departure 
from Ceylon. 

—Nov. 18 - 40,000 cwts. of salt for Jaffna brought by the B. 
1. Steamer Chilka from India. 

—Nov. 18 - Sir West Ridgeway and family leave Ceylon. 

—Nov. - Mr. T. C. Changarapillai appointed Crown Proctor of 
Jaffna. See Note 341. 

—Dec. 1 - A lecture on **Social Tyrannies,” delivered by Mr. A.Ca- 
nogaratnam, Proctor, at the Hindu College under the auspices 
of the Jaffna Young Men’s Hindu Association. See Note 127. 

—Dec 3 - His Excellency Sir Henry Blake arrives in Colombo 
as Governor of Ceylon. 

—Dec. 4 - Heavy rain and stormy weather, 

—Dec. 31 - Mr, R. H, Leembruggen, Inspector of Schools, N. P., 
retires. See Note 236. 

1904— Jan. 1 - The Vannarponne Post-office removed to the house 

built for the purpose by Dr. Sivapragasam. 

—Jan. 5 - Mr, T. B. Russel appointed Police Magistrate of 
Jaffna in succession to Mr, T. M. Tampoe. 

10 



1i 


1904 — ^Jan. 26 - Death at Mallakam of Mr. R. Mailvaganam, Proct- 
or. He was a true type of a Tamil gentleman and took 
a keen interest in public affairs. 

—Jan. - A new road opened from Pallai 4th mile post to Chem- 
pianpattu, a distance of about three miles. 

—Jan. - Mr. J. P. Lewis recommends a Local Board for Jaffna. 

—Feb. 1 - Mr. John Rudd leaves Jaffna. The officers of the 
Police and Fiscal’s offices ptesent him with a farewell ad- 
dress on the eve of his departure. Mr. Rudd was long 
in Jaffna. He was an able» energetic and impartial of- 
ficer. 

— Febl 22 - Death at Udupiddy of S. Duraisamy, Mahiagar of 
Valigamam East. See Note 239. 

—Feb. - Retirement of Dr. Pararasasinghe, the Port Medical Of- 
ficer of Kangasanturai, after a long and faithful service of 
32 years spent in various parts of the Island. See Note 265. 

— Feb. - Fever of a malignant malarial type prevails in all 
parts of the peninsula in an epidemic form. 

— ^March. - Receiving Post Office opened at Delft. 

— March < The operations in connection with the water supply 
of Jaffna carried on for some weeks past, at Tinnevely, 
completed. The well tested is said to be capable of sup- 
plying the town of Jaffna with the required quantity of 
water. See Note 242. 

—March. 31 - Death at Nallur of Dr. M. Kandiah. See Note 240. 

—April. 6 -Mr. Advocate Armstrong Talaivasingham appointed 
to act as Police Magistrate and Commissioner of Requests 
of Point Pedro and Chavakachcherri. 

—April. 14 - Death at Nallur at the age of 80 of Mr. C. W. 
Kathiravetpillai, senior Advocate of the Ceylon Bar and 
the retired Police Magistrate of Kayts. See Note 244. 

—April. 19 - The Hon. Dr. Rockwood, the Tamil member of 
the Legislative Council, leave^for England. Mr. W. N. Aser- 
appa, Advocate, appointed to act for him. See Note 243. 

—April. - Messrs AbdulCader, W. D. Niles and Culanthaivelu, 
come off successful in the Advocates* final Examination. 
See Note 241. 

—April - Mr. M. Vaitilingam, a. son-in-law of Rai Bahadur Muru- 
gesampillai, retired Deputy Collector of Tanjore, commences 
to practise as a Proctor in Jaffna, where there are al- 
ready forty Proctors and eight Advocates. See Note 385. 
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1904— May. 10 - Death at Vannarponne of Mr* N. Ponniahpillai, the 
retired Maniagar of Poonakari. See Note 245. 

—May. 14 - Serious riots in Vannarponne in front of the Siv* 
an Temple. 

—May. - Mr. H. R. Fteeman arrives and assumes duties as Dis- 
trict Judge of Jaffna. 

—May. - A gun commenced to be fired daily in the Jaffna Fort 
at 12 o’clock in the noon. 

—June. 14 - Death at Kaithady of Saravanamuttu Mudaliyar» Ma- 
niagar of Tenmaradchy. See Note 247. 

—June. - Commencement of the Law-Suit between the Jaffna 
Steam Navigation Company and Walker Sons & Co., toudi- 
ing the '’S. S. Jaffna.” 

—July. 1 - The Dogs Ordinance comes into force in Jaffna. 

—July. 13 - Announcement received of the death in England 
at the age of 73 of James Laurie, first Director of Pub- 
lic Instruction in Ceylon. 

—July. 15 - Death at Kandy from an abscess in the liver, at the 
age of 63, of S. T. R. Kanagasundra Mudaliyar. 

—July. 27 • Death at Nailur of Mr. S. Canter, father of Mr. C. 
Sundram of the Colombo Customs. See Note 249. 

—July. - Mr. A. Kanagasabai Mudaliyar of Puttur appointed Mani- 
agar of Valigamam East 

—July. - Mr. James Hensman of Kumbakonum College retires. 
He was in receipt of Rs. 12,000 a year. See Note 267. 

—Aug. - Dr. A. J. Chalmers sent by Government to Jaffna to 
inquire into the causes of the malarial fever prevailing in 
Jaffna during rainy and dewy seasons. 

—Aug. - Mr. Lewis, G. A., recommends an increase of salary 
to the Maniagars of the Jaffna District 

- Aug. - Dr. S. C. Paul, p. r. c. s. (England), obtains the M. D. 
degree of the Madras University. 

—Aug. 8 - Death at Batticaloa of the Rev. Jos. Benjamin, Pastor. 
See Note 429. 

—Sept. 21 - Pillar Letter Boxes erected on the Main Street, 
Jaffna, and also at the Grand Bazaar. 

—Sept. - Death at Matale of Mrs. Gould, wife of Mr. N. G. Gould, 
who at one time was in extensive practice as an advo- 
cate in Jaffna, 
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1904- ^-Sept. - The social and material condition of Jaffna as con- 

trasted with that of 1873 shows vast changes. See Note 251. 

-’Sept. - Mr. Muttukumarasamy appointed Maniagar of Tenma- 
radchy in succession to the late Saravanamuttu Mudaliyar. 

— Oct. - Announcement received of the death in England of 
Mr. William Digby, C. I. £.» who at one time was con- 
nected with the “Ceylon Observer.” See Note 253. 

—Oct. 8 - Death in Colombo from pneumonia at the age of 31 of 
Mr. A. Naganather. See Note 252. 

—Oct. 15 - Road tax in Jaffna raised from Rs. 1 to Rs. 1.25. 

—Oct. 21 - Death at Batticotta of J. Velupillai, Surveyor. See 
Note 254, 

—Oct. 30 - Death at Vannarponne of S. Sapapathypillal. See 
Note 255. 

—Nov. 1 - The Northern Railway opened for traffic as far as 
Anuradhapura. 

—Nov. 5 - Death at Batticaloa, at the age of 71, of Mrs. Cov- 
ington, widow of the late Dr. M. Covington, Senior Medi- 
cal Officer, Eastern Province* See Note 268. 

—Nov. 9 - Mr. Sabaretnam, Chief Mudaliyar of the Jaffna Kach- 
cheri, invested with the rank of Mudaliyar. See Note 435, 

—Nov. 29 • Death at Arali of lampillai Vytialingampillai alias 
N. Ford. See Note 256. 

—Nov. - Death at Nallur of Mr, S. Kantapasekarar, retired Not- 
ary Public, See Note 257, 

—Dec. 23 - Death at Arali of Wisebom Volk, who was con- 
nected with the Batticotta Seminary as Teacher of Chro- 
nology, History and Geography. See Note 269. 

—Dec. - Mr.M. B. Swampillai, the well-known merchant of Jaffna 
receives a gold medal for the cigars and tobacco he sent 
to the St. Louis Exhibitioh. See Note 258. 

1905— Jan. 5 - The “Morning Star” comnjgnces to be published week- 

ly with size enlarged. See Note 82. 

—Jan. 9 - A meeting of the old boys of the Hindu College held in 
the College Hall to consider the desirability of forming an 
Old Boys’ Association and of starting a College Magazine. 

—Jan. 13 -The Noria or Bucket. Pump fixed to the well of 
the Church garden at Vasavilan and worked in the pre- 
sence of Mr. Lewis^ G. A., and Mrs. Lewis» Frs. Collin, Alosyus 
and Baron, Messrs B. Santiagopillai, Proctor, J. A. Tisse- 
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1905 — veerasinghe, retired Sub-collector, James H. Martyn, Editor 
*7. C. Guardian’* and many others. Mr. Thomas, the im- 
porter, was congratulated by all. See Note 270. 

— Jan. 24 - The celebration in Colombo of Dr. Melizan’s Epis- 
copal Silver Jubilee. Delegate Apostolic and five Bishops 
present. Jaffna Catholics presented address accompanied 
by pectoral chain and cross. 

— Jan. 25 - Hon’ble Sir Charles P. Layard and Lady Layard 
entertained at a native musical and miscellaneous enter- 
tainment at Sangara Villa, Nallur. 

— ^Jan. 26 - Death of Mr. S. Pomnampalam, 2nd son of Hardy Sinna- 
tamy and brother in-law of Overseer Murukasu. See Note 259. 

- Jan. - Temperance movements started in various centres through- 
out Jaffna with some spirit and enthusiasm. 

—Feb. 9 - Death at Manipay, at the age of 63, from heart di- 
sease, of Mr. T. A. Thambypillai, father of Advocate Isaac 
Thambyah. 

— Feb. 10 - Announcement received of the death at Worthing, 
Sussex, of Mr. R. AV. levers, C. M. G., Government Agent 
of the Northern Province. See Note 271. 

—Feb. - Death at Colombo of Mrs. Senathirajah, wife of Adv. E. 
S. W. Senathirajah and the eldest daughter of Adv. C. Brito, 
the well-known Lawyer and Scholar. See Note 260. 

—Feb. 18 - Return to Colombo of Mr. and Mrs. P. Arunacha- 
1am from a visit to England. During their stay there, 
they had the honour of a private audience with her 
Majesty the Queen (at Buckingham Palace) who was 
pleased to present her portrait and autograph to Mrs« 
Arunachalam with a Message to Ceylon. 

—Mar. 11 - The linking of the whole line of the Northern Rail- 
way at Madawachi completed. Assistant Foreman Wothand 
Taip doing the work. See Note 261. 

— April. 23 - Arrival in Jaffna of the first Motor Car. Mrs. 
Scover and Mr. and Mrs. D. Dyer and Messrs G. Brooks 
and S. H, Dyer come in the car from Newara-Eliya. 

—May, 8 • The Jaffna agricultural company wound up, the 
Government not having entertained favourably some of 
the terms offered for the purchase of land. Mr. W. Mather 
appointed liquidator. See Note 266. 

— May. 20 -Sudden appearance of Sea water at a field in 
Navaly about IJ^ miles from the Manipay Post Office- 
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1905- It gradually extended to a circular pool of 90 feet In 
circumference and 36 feet in depth. 

—May. -Sir N. Cathiravetpillai, a learned scholar in Tamil 
and a member of the Madura Tamil Sangam, delivera a 
series of lectures in Jaffna and Point Pedro on subjects 
relating to Hinduism. 

—May. 30 - The Buddhist Hig{i Priest Jayawaranara from A’pura 
visits Dr. Joulain with letters of introduction from H. E. 
the Governor and gives a cheque for Rs. 1000 as a 
donation from the Buddhists as compensation for the dls- 
truction of Church property at A’pura. 

—June. 12 • Sampurokshanam (dedication ceremony) of the 
Temple known as the Kailasa Pillayar Koil at Nalluri 
performed. 

— June. - A standard time fixed owing to a decision being made 
to have the same time all over India and Ceylon, adopting 
in time 5 hours and 30 minutes ahead of Greenwich. 
Hitherto Ceylon followed the Madras time. 

—June. 27 - Death at Toulouse of Dr. Theophilus Andrew 
Melizan, O. M. L, Archbishop of Colombo. See Note 95. 

—Aug. 1 - The formal opening of the Northern Railway, 198 
miles in length. See Note 261. 

—Aug. 11 - Publication of the Ordinance providing for the 
registration of medical practitioners. 

—Aug. 11 - Death at Tellippalai of Visuvanatha Sinnappa Mud- 
aliyar, the retired Maniagar of Valigamam North. See 
Note 262. 

—Aug. 19 - His Excellency the Governor and Lady Blake arrive 
by special train from A’pura. They are received at the 
Jaffna Railway Station and conducted in procession by 
Mart 3 m’s Road and the Main Street to the reception pan- 
dal at the Esplanade, where the public address of wel- 
come was read by Mr. Advoc^ Kanagasabai, See Note 263. 

—Aug. 19 - Representatives of the Colombo Press come to 
Jaffna In connection with the gubernatorial visit. See 
Note 264. 

—Aug. 22 - H. E. Sir Henry Blake visits the Central College. 

—Aug. 24 - H. E. Sir and Lady Blake preside at the prize- 
giving at the Victoria College, Chulipuram, and the opening of 
the newly built Ridgeway Hall in connection with that 
College. 
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1905— Aug, - Dr. Thompson arrives and takes charge of the Mani- 
pay Hospital. See Note 275. 

— ^Aug. -‘Government Officials, whose inspection duties extend 
through different parts of the Island, are allowed the pri- 
vilege of using Motor Cars. 

—Sept. -The claim made by the officiating Brahmins of the 
Nallainatha Swami Temple, commonly called Saddanather 
Temple, to the possession of the Temple and its proper- 
ties, dismissed in appeal and Dr. Sivapragasampillai, father 
of Proctor S. ThamSyahpillai, declared entitled to the 
possession of the Temple and all its properties, moveable 
and immovable. 

—Sept. - Dr. Joshua, l. r. c. p. & s. (Edinburgh), returns to 
Ceylon and receives an appointment under Government. 

— Sept. - By a Government Proclamation, the Division of Delft 
extended so as to include the island of Kakerativu which 
is uninhabited but from which some revenue is derived. 
Delft was brought under the operation of the Village 
Communities Ordinance of 1889 in 1901 on the recommend- 
tion of the late Mr. R. W. levers. See Note 50. 

—Sept. - Mr. T. W. Crosette of Uduvil, a teacher at Indorf , 
comes off successful in the Calcutta M. a. Examination 
in the first class and as first in the Presidency taking 
honours in English. See Note 93. 

—Sept. -Government sanctions the establishment of a Local 
Board in Jaffna. 

—Sept. 24 - Construction of a Telephone line from the Police 
Station to the Jaffna Kachcheri commenced. Mr. Van 
Langenburg, Asst. Inspector of Telephones, superintends 
the work. 

— Oct. 12 - At a meeting of the Jaffna Y. M. C. A., the 
question of the disposal of the F. N. S. Hospital was dis- 
cussed, with the result that it was not good for the 
Hospital to be handed over to Government 

—Nov. • The Secretary of State sanctions the offer of £20,000 
per annum made by a Syndicate formed in England to 
tatce the Ceylon Pearl-Fishery on lease, provided that the 
Ceylon Government will accept it. 

— Nov. 7 A reception at St. John’s College, Chundicully, 
to Dr. H. B. Mylvaganam on his returm from Europe 
after obtaining the degree of F. R. C. S. (England). 
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I905>-Nov, 9 - Mr. Paul Sinnadurai Nicholas, Head Clerk. Trinco- 
malee Kachcheri, invested with the title of Mudaliyar. 
See Note 434. 

—Nov. 10 • A Proclamation in the Government Gazette estab- 
lishing a Local Board for Jaffna. 

—Nov. 17 - Death at Chandilipay of Dr. A. A. Pararasasinghe 
Mudaliyar. See Note 265. 

—Nov. 29 - Return to Ceylon, after a distinguished career in 
England, of Mr. A. C. 1 ampoe. See Note 272. 

—Dec. 5 - A meeting held in the Central College Hall with the 
object of giving a public reception to Mr. A. C. Tampoe — 
the talented son of Mr. T. M. Tampoe, the retired Police 
Magistrate of Jaffna— who had risen to the unique position 
of being the first Ceylonese to enter the Indian Civil Ser- 
vice. See Note 272. 

—Dec. 11 - Death at Pannalai of Mrs. A. Kanagasabai, wife of 
Advocate (now Sir) A. Kanagasabai, the leader of the 
Jaffna Bar. The deceased lady was noted for her admira- 
ble and esteemable qualities of head and heart and had 
the reputation of being a charitably disposed lady. 

—Dec, 11 - In the ‘‘S. S. Jaffna” Case (Messrs Walker Sons & 
Co. versus the Jaffna Steam Navigation Company) judg- 
ment was given by the Additional District Judge of Co- 
lombo in favour of the Plaintiffs for Rs. 13,000 as claimed. 

— Dec. 29 - Death of Cathiripillai, the retired Udaiyar of Thai- 
yiddy. He was more than 1(X) years old at the time of 
his death. 

—St. Patrick’s College Annual started. See Note 127. 

1906- Jan. 1 - The system of renting salt in the Jaffna District 
ceases and that of retail by licence commences. The 
price of salt is raised from Rs. 2.25 to 3.50 per cwt. See 
Note 273. 

—Jan. 6 - A large and representative meeting held in the Cen- 
tral College Hall in which an Association called the Jaffna 
Association was formed, 54 gentlemen being enrolled mem- 
bers and Mr. James Hensman elected President. 

—Jan. 7 - Death at Nallur of Mr. Sabapathy Mudaliyar, Inter- 
preter of the Police Court of Jaffna. See Note 249. 

—Jan. 7 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. S. Visuvalingam of the P. W. 
D. Office, Jaffna. He erected temples and sunk wells for 
public use. 
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1906— Jan. - Th6 Tamil Seat in the Legislative Council falls vacant 
by the resignation of the Hon. Dr. W, G. Rockwood ow- 
ing to failing health. 

—Jan, 8 - At a meeting of the Ceylon Agricultural Board held 
in Colombo, it was resolved to appoint a tobacco expert 
with a view to the improvement of tobacco cultivation 
in the Northern Province. 

— Jan, 10 - At a meeting of the Jaffna Agricultural Society, Mr. 
J. P. Lewis, Government Agent, read a paper on Manioc, 
fWhich, he said, was introduced into the Island by the 
Dutch. 

—Jan. 16 - A Social gathering of Jaffna Tamil Ladies, the first 
of its kind, held in Vannarponne at the residence of Mr. 
and Mrs, Masillamany. 

— Jan. 20 - Arrival in Jaffna of Warren's Circus, the first Cir- 
cus ever seen in Jaffna. The first performance took place 
on the 22nd instant. Crowds of people from all parts of 
the peninsula were present. 

—Feb. 4 - Mr. A. Kanagasabai, Advocate, appointed Tamil 
member of the Legislative Council in succession to Dr. Rock- 
wood. See Note 427. 

—Feb. - Mr. M. Karalasingham, Registrar of ands, Jaffna, trans- 
ferred to Colombo. Mr. B. Francis, Registrar of lands. Bat- 
ticaloa, succeeds him in Jaffna. 

—Feb. 19 - The corner stone of the Memorial . Hail to the late 
Mr. Charles Wadsworth of the Copay Training School, laid 
by the Lord Bishop of Colombo. See Note 359. 

— Feb. - The Government Officer’s Salaries Scheme sanctioned 
by the Secretary of State. 

—Feb. 23 - Death of S. Nicholas Edirveerasinghe, Post Master, 
Vannarponne. He was an intelligent and honest officer. 
See Note 274. 

—Feb. 27 • Dr. Thompson, who was in charge of the Manipay 
Hospital, leaves for Madras. See Note 275. 

—March. 9 - Death at Vannarponne of Mr. S. T, M. Pasupathy 
Chettiar, President of the Saiva Pari Palar.a Sabhai. See 
Note 166. 

— Mar, 9 - The Hon. Mr. A. Kanagasabai appointed a member of 
the Board of Education. See Note 427. 
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1906— Mar. 12-19 - The Great Eastern Abell’s Circns Company are 
in Jaffna giving performances. 

—March. -The death is announced of theRevd. Edmund Rigg, 
retired Superintendent of the North-Ceylon Wesleyan Mis- 
sion. See Note 53. 

—April. - R. Kantyah Mudaliyar, the well-known and popular 
Secretary of the District Court of Jaffna, promoted to the 
first class of the Clerical Service. He is one of the ablest 
and most intelligent officers to be found in any Depart- 
ment. He is the first Tamil to be appointed Secretary of 
the District Court of Jaffna. 

—April. - Death at Manipay of Dr. C. T. Mills, See Note 276. 

— ^May. - Miss Nallamma Murugasan, daughter of the late Mr. G. 
Murugasu of the P. W. D., and sister of Advocate Aru- 
lanandam, comes off successful in the Preliminary Scien- 
tific L. M. S. Examination of the Madras University. She 
went to Paris to represent the Christian Community of 
S. India at the conference of Y. W. C. A. held on the 
10th May 1906 in that city. 

—June. 7 - Death in Colombo of Ponhampaiam Coomaraswamy, 
Tamil m. l. c. See Note 277. 

—June. 23 - Arrival in Jaffna by the evening train of Swam! 
Abhedananda and party. 

—July. 10 - Announcement received from Manipay of the death 
of the Revd. W. C. Tacker. 

—Aug. 4 -Death of Mr. S. Pediopillai, a well-known and popu- 
lar townsman of Jaffna. See Note 278. 

—Oct. 13 - A large and influential meeting held in the Central 
College Hall with the object of forming a North-Ceylon 
Educational Association. 

—Dec, 22 - Death at the General Hospital, Colombo, of Dr. A, 
B. Santiago, L. R. c. p. as s. and p. r. c. s. See Note 279. 

—Bee. 28 - A meeting held for starting an Old Boys’ Asso- 
ciation in connection with tbe Central College. 

—Dec. - Calcutta Entrance Examination held in Jaffna *f or the 
last time. 

1907— Jan. 1 - Revd. Greegon and A. Hitchcock, Secretaries of the Ame- 
rican Board, respectively of New York City and Chicago, 
arrive in Colombo to visit the American Mission of Jaffna. 

—Jan. - Death in his 97th year of Seth Payson, better known 
as Arunachalam Seth Payson, Udaiyar of Sandilipay. See 
Note 82. 
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1907 — Feb. 1 - The Students* Home for Hindus started in connection 
with St. Patrick’s! College. 

-^Feb. 16 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. V. Yanamuttu, a well-known 
and enterprising merchant. He was the pioneer of the 
Coach Service in Jaffna. See Note 149. 

—Feb, 21 - A concert held in the Jaffna Central College Hall 
in aid of the New College building fund. 

— Feb. - Mr. S. Chinniah appointed Maniagar of Jaffna. 

—June. 1 - Mr. C. Sundram appointed Chief Appraiser of the 
Customs— an office newly created— on a salary of Rs. 
3,000 per annum together with a personal allowance of 
Rs.500. 

—June. 30 • Death at Kuala-Lumpur of K. Thananayagam, who 
belonged to a very respectable family of Delft. He was 
a leading contractor in the Straits for nearly 20 years. 

—July. - Mr. R. R. Williams, son of Mr. L. C. Williamspillai, 
Inspector of Schools, South India, obtains the Edinburgh 
Triple qualification of L. R. c. P. & S. and L. P. s. Glasgow. 
See Note 323. 

—July. 6 - Reception accorded at the Jaffna Railway Station to 
Thambapillai Mudaliyar on his return from Colombo after 
receiving from His Excellency the Governor a gold medal 
for long and faithful service. See Note 392. 

—July. 10 - Their Excellencies Sir Henry and Lady Blake leave 
for England by the P & O. S. S. Sardinia.. 

—July. - Mr. Advocate K. Balasingham appointed Acting Dis- 
trict Judge of Ratnapura. See Note 280. 

— ^July. 17 - Arrival in Jaffna from Colombo by train of Mr. 
R. R. T. R. M. M. S. T. Chidamparam Chettiar. He is one 
of the richest Chetty Merchants and head of the Firms 
bearing his initials in various parts of India, Ceylon and 
the Straits. He was given an enthusiastic reception by the 
local chetties. 

—Aug. • The gateway at Nallur with the site on which it 
stands acquired by Government. This gateway stands on 
the former palace of the Jaffna Tamil Kings. 

—Aug. 3 - Swami Dayaram arrives in Jaffna and delivers lec- 
tures at Erlalai, Columbuturai, Vannarponne and other 
places. The Swami belongs to the Ramachandra Mutt at 
Coimbatore, S. India. He left here on the 13th instant. 
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1907.-- Aug. 9 - The draft of an Ordinance to incorporate the Ame- 
rican Ceylon Mission published in the Government Gazette. 

—Aug. 17 - Arrival in Jaffna of Sir Hugh Clifford, Officer ad- 
ministering the Government He stayed at the Old Park as 
the guest of Mr. F. H. Price, G. A., N. P. 

— ^Aug. - Mr. S. Katirasu. Proctor, Supreme Court, appointed 
Notary Public to practise in the English Language in 
Jaffna. He is a member of the Jaffna District Road Com- 
mittee. See Note 244, 

—Aug. 24 • H. E. Sir Henry Edward McCallum arrives and as- 
sumes the Government of the Island. 

— Sept. 2 - Death at Devacotai from fever of Chidamparam 
Chettiar— the Chetty millionaire who lately visited Jaffna. 

—Sept - Sir William Twynam assumes dutes as acting G. A. 
of Jaffna, His activity, energy and endurance at the age 
of 80 are wonderful. 

—Sept. 6 • The draft of an Ordinance providing for the regis- 
tration of copyright in Literary and Artistic works pub- 
lished in the Government Gazette. 

—Sept. - Announcement received of the death in Colombo of 
Mr. J. S. Drieberg, Commissioner of Requests, Colombo. He 
was for some years Police Magistrate of Point-Pedro and 
Cbavakacherri. 

—Sept. 11 - The Chetty Street Improvement Society started. 

—Sept. • The Secretary of State sanctions the Survey of the line 
for the proposed Mannar Railway which will not only con- 
nect Mannar with the Northern Railway but also India 
with Ceylon. 

—Sept. 27 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. James H. Martyn, Editor 
of the **Jaffna Catholic Guardian” See Note 281, 

—Oct. - Mr. J. P. Lewis, G. A., N. P. obtains from Paris an en- 
larged portrait of Mr. P. A^ Dyke, Rajah of the North. 
See Note *131. 

—Oct 6 - Death at Narantanai of Mr. S. Abraham, Head Master 
and Teacher of Mathematics, St. Patrick’s College. See Note 
103. 

—Oct. 27 - Death at Colombo of Mr. Tirunavakarasu, Advocate. 
See Note 282. 

-Oct. 28 - Death at Manipay of Mr, A. Visuvalingam, Proctor. 
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1907— Nov. 6 • Death at Mantota, Mannar, of Dr. V. Chinniahpillai, 

Medical Oflicer. He was a brother of Mr. Valautham* 
pillai, Manager, Hindu 'High School, Point>Pedro and a 
oousin of Mr. Coomaraswamipillai, Tamil Scholar, Point- 
Pedro. 

—Nov, 8 - Death c f Mr. M. P. Samarasinghe Mudaliyar, Postmaster 
and Superintendent of Post offices, Jaffna. See Note 283. 

—Nov, 8 - The Government Gazette notifies the appointment of 
Mr. T. C. Changarapillai. Proctor, and Mr. S. Sabapathy, 
to be visitors to the Jaffna Civil Hospital. See Note 431. 

—Nov. 21 - Arrival in Jaffna of Takur Khan Chandra Varma, 
the famous Punjabee Orator. He delivers a series of lec- 
tures at different centres in Jaffna. 

—Dec. 1 - A Receiving Post office opened at Tellippalai. 

—Dec. 14 - The biennial election of the Jaffna Local Board, in 
which Messrs S. Thambiahpillai, A. Cathiravelu and A. 
Sabapathy were elected as unofficial members for the years. 
1908 and 1909. 

—Dec. - News received from England of the success of Mr, 
Alfred N. Santiago, son of Dr. A. B. Santiago, P. R. C. s., 
in the first examination in Law, obtaining the distinction 
of second class honours in Roman Law. See Note 366. 

—Dec. 20 - The Ceylon dinner in England held in the Oak 
Rooms» Trocadero Restaurant, London. See Note 284. 

—Dec. 23 - The dnveiling of the portrait of Mr. R. W. levers, 
C. M, G., in the Hall of the Jaffna Kachcheri by Mr. F. 
H. Price, G. A., N, P. The portrait was got out of subs- 
criptions from friends and admirers in Jaffna of Mr. levers. 

1908— Jan. - At a meeting of the Jaffna Local Board the rates and 

taxes for the year were fixed. The assessment tax was 
raised from 2 to 3 per cent and a tax of Rs. 1-50 im- 
posed on Rickshaws. 

— Jan. 6 - Mr. Isaac Thambiah, Advocate, leaves for Colombo 
to practise his profession there. See Note 349. 

—Jan. 7 - Death at the General Hospital, Colombo, of Mr. Tay- 
lor,. District Superintendent, Northern Railway. He was a 
popular oflicer. 

—Jan. 15 - The Karativu Ferry opened for traffic and the 
horse-boat commenced to ply« 

—Jan. • The Survey of the Mannar Railway commenced. 
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1908— Jan. 21 • Death at Jafihia of B. Manudpillai, Teadier, St Pa- 
trick's College^ the brother of Mr. B. Benjamin of the 
Jaffna Government Firewood Depot 

—Jan. - Cigar makers go on strike, demanding increased pay. 

—Jan. • Dr. H. B. Mailvaganam, p. r. c. s., England, 3rd Surgeon, 
General Hospital, Colombo^ appointed Assistant Surgeon 
and Superintendent in ear, nose and throat diseases^ Vic- 
toria Hospital, Mysore, India. 

—Feb. 1 - Death at Jaffna from pneumonia of Avirampillai 
Joseph, a well-known blacksmith, who distinguished himself 
by skilful and ingenious work in iron and secured the. 
patronage of the European residents of Jaffna. See Note 
287. 

—Feb. 2 - The Atthothayam of the Hindus, which occurs once 
in 80 years. Very large crowds of people from all parts 
of Ceylon and India went to Keerimalai to bathe on this 
occasion skcred to the Hindus. See Note 288. 

— Feb. - The establishment of a Post-office at Chunnakam sanc- 
tioned. 

—Feb. - The work of building the Ridgeway Memorial Hall in 
the Jaffna Esplanade commenced by the contractor, Mr. 
Chinnappa of Moolai. 

—Feb. 15 - Death at Singapore from pneumonia of Mr. A. C. 
Rudra, Barrister-at’Law. He appeared «as the defending 
counsel in certain cases in the Jaffna Courts and took 
the local public by storm. 

—Feb. 30 • Opening of a new market in Copay North. 

— March. - Death at the s^e of 88 of the Rev. G. W. Pope, 
a distinguished Tamil Scholar. 

-March. - The Inspector and Superintendent of Works, Local 
Board, Jaffna, prepare a statem^^ ^ cess-pits in ^e 
Town with a view to introduci n g the dry-earth ssrstem ih- 
to the Pettah. 

-Mar. 3 -Rev. H. Highficld, Principal, Wesley College^ Colom- 
bo, ddivers a lecture in the Wesleyan Chapd. Jaffna, on 
the **Extemal Evidences of Christianity.** The* following 
evening, he gave another on the •‘Internal Evidences^* at 
the Jaffna Central College. 

-Mar. 6- A public meeting held in the Jaffna Kadicherl Bun- 
galow to consider a proposal to conduct experimental cul- 



1908— tivation of tobacco, and introduce new and modem or 
improved methods of curing. 

—Mar. 6 - Death at Anaicottai from pneumonia of Mr. C. M. 
Sinnatamby. brother of Mr. C. M. Sinnyah .Mudaliyar, 
Shroff, Jaffna Kachcheri. 

—Mar. 9 < Muthali Sadayan, the accused in the Pandivirichan 
murder case, underwent the extreme penalty of the law 
within the Jaffna Fort Jail. 

—Mar. 11 - Rev. M. P. Wilkes^ Principal, Central College, is 
given a farewell on his leaving the College to take charge 
of his new work at Point Pedro. 

—Mar. 11 - Death at Mallagam from paralysis of Dr. S. Sinn> 
appoo. See Note 289. 

—Mar. 18 < Mr. J. H. Vanniasinkam acts as District Judge of 
Jaffna. 

—Mar. 19 - Death at Vannarponne of Mr, S. Sidamparapillai. 
See Note 290, 

— Mar. - Death at Vannarponne of Mrs. Kandiah, a grand 
daughter of the late Mr. A. EHatamby, Head Clerk, Jaff- 
na Kachcheri. 

—April. • News received of the appointment of Mr. C. A. M. 
Tampoe, as Assistant Collector, Bangalore. 

—April. - Small-pox very bad at Valigamam West; patients re- 
moved to Changanai for isolation and kept at the Old 
Dutch-Church for treatment. Dr. S. Arumugam in at- 
tendance. The disease breaks out at the Chetty quarters 
at Vannarponne and also at Suthumalai. 

— ^April. 1 - Cremation in the cremation grounds situated at 
Uduvil discontinued by order of Government 

—April. 3 - Death at Narantanai of Mr. S. Ponniah, retired offi- 
cer of the Fiscal’s Department, Jaffna. His wife died on 
the same afternoon while preparations were being made 
for her husband’s funeral. 

—April. - Small pox continues to prevail at Chankahai, Thava. 
dy and Vannarponne. 

—April. 11 - At a meeting of the Jaffna Local Board, the 
scheme for the water supply of the town was considered. 

—April. 16 - Death at DevaCotkai from dropsy of R. M. M. 
S. T. Raman Chettiar. He was the chief agent of the 
well-known and leading Firm of R. M. M. S. T, and was 
not only the most prominent figure among the Chetties 
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1908— of Jaffna but very popular among all classes of the lo- 
cal community. 

—April. 16 - Death at Mallagam of Appucutty Kingsbury, Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics, in the Jaffna College. See Note 
292. 

—April. 30 - Small-pox shows a decrease. 

—May. 1 - Death at the age of 82 of Vairamuttu Udaiyar Kar- 
tigasa Udaiyar of Mattuvil. 

—May. - Six Tamils of Jaffna (three of whom head the list) 
come off successful in the Advocate's Final Examination. 

—May. - News received of the success of a number of Jaffna 
students of the Madras Medical College in the Medical 
Examination of that University. 

—May. 24 - Death of Rev. C. C. Handy, B. A., who was Head- 
master of St. John’s College, Chundikully, for about 20 
years. See Note 93. 

“May. 25 - Death at Vannarponne of Mr. C. Sundaram, broth- 
er of Advocate Tirunavukarasu. He was employed as a 
Clerk in the Colombo Customs and was married to a 
niece of Mr. T. Kailasapillai, Manager, Sivapragasa Vi- 
thiasalai, Vannarponne. 

—June. 1 - The Port of Kayts closed owing to the out-break 
of plague. 

—June. 2 - H. E. Sir Henry Edward McCallum arrives in Jaffna 
by train accompanied by Mr. A. J. Hedgeland, Private 
Secretary, and Captain Curling, A. D. C. From the Railway 
Station H. E. is driven in a torch-light procession to 
King’s House, Fort. At 10 a. m. the next day the ad- 
dress of welcome is read by Mr. J. M. Hensman at the 
pandal in the esplanade. At 11 a. m. H. E. received the 
Deputation on the question of the closing of the Port of 
Kayts. 

— June. 4 - Death at Mannar of C. Coomariah Mudaliyar, retired 
Registrar of Lands. Jaffn9^ See Note 293- 

- June. 5-H. E. Sir Henry McCallum visits the different col- 
leges of Jaffna. 

-June. 8 ' At a meeting of the Jaffna Local Board, the ques- 
tion of introducing the dry earth system into the Pettah 
is considered. 

-Aug. 7 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. Benjamin Santiapillai, one of 
the veteran Lawyers of Jaffna. See Note 294, 
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iM^Au^. 16 • Hon. P. Ramanathan comes to Jaffna for the pur. 
pose of selecting a site for the proposed college for Hin- 
du girls. 

—Aug. - Mr. R. R. Nalliah, second son of Mr. Nalliah, the well- 
known Surveyor, comes off successful in the Proctor's 
Final Examination. See Note 298. 

—Sept. 25 - The foundation stone of the new Jaffna Wesleyan 
Central College buildings laid on the site of the old St, 
Pauls’ Wesleyan Church. 

—Oct. 13 --Death at Jaffna of Mr. S. Manuelpillai Rajakariar, 
the widely known merchant, planter and renter. See 
Note 295. 

— Dec. 31 - One of the newl^ built markets^t Pandateitippu col- 
lapses during the heavy storm and rain. 

1909— Feb. - The “Ceylon Patriot” changes hands. Mr. A. Canaga*> 
retnam, Proctor, purchasing the whole concern. See Note 127. 

—Feb. - The Finance Committee of the Agricultural Society 
votes a sum of Ra. 250 annually for an experimental gar- 
den at Jaffna. 

—March. - Mr. Thurairetnam Nalliah, son of Mr. M. Nalliah, 
Surveyor and Merchant, and brother of Proctor R. R. 
Nalliah, takes his oath ae an Advocate of the Supreme 
Court. See Note 298. 

—March. 15 • A lecture delivered in the Ridgeway Hall of the 
Victoria College, Chulipuram, by Mr. A. Hoisington, B. A. 
Cambridge, a native of Jaffna, on his "Experiences of Life 
in London and New York.” See Note 296, 

—Mar. 19 - Death of Mr. John Philips^ Teacher, 

-«Mar. 27 - Death at Colombo of Dr. W. G. Rockwood. He is 
a Jaffna man and an eminent Surgeon with a European 
reputation. See Note 297. 

—April. 2 Death at Jaffna of Mr. M. Nalliah, the well-known Mer- 
chant and Surveyor, Jaffna. See Note 298. 

—April. 12 - The foundation stone of the Thirunavukarasu Me- 
morial out door dispensary laid by Sir Allen Perry, Kt., 
F. c. M, o., in connection with the Civil Hospital Jaffna. 
See Note 282. 

—April. 30 - Mr. M. Stephenson, the energetic A. C. A. of Man- 
nar, opens the Agricultural Show at Mannar. Eight class- 
es of exhibits thrown open for competition in 8 respec- 
tive stalls. 
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IdOQ^May. 1 • The unveiliqg. in the Kayts Courts, of the portrait 
of the late Mr. C. W. KathiravetfulTait Police Magistrate 
Kayts. 

—May. 4 - Death at Batticaloa of Mr. N. Subraman. retired 
Head Clerk of ,the Jaffna Kachcheri. 

— May, - Mr. M,S. Ramalingam, Second Tamil Interpreter, Sup- 
reme Court, appointed Chief Mudhliyar of the Jaffna Kach- 
cheri. See Note 347. 

— May. 9 - Death at Vaddukoddai at the age of 34 of Dr. W. 
A. Joshua, L. R. c. P. & s., medical officer, Kangesanturai, 
sonrin-law of Mr. Chelliah Cooke of the Jaffna College. 
See Note 4bo. 

— ^June. 1 - At the Durbar of Tamil Chiefs held at Queens House, Co- 
lombo, His Excellency Sir Henry MacCalium, presiding at 
the meeting, it was decided to revive the rank of Adi- 
gar to be conferred as a mark of pre-eminence among 
the Tamils. 

—June. 10 The 41st Annual General Meeting of the confra- 
ternity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus held at St. Patrick's 
College Hall, Jaffna. Revd. Fr. J. T. A, Lortie reads a 
paper on **Lay Catholic Action.*'- At this meeting the first 
formal proceedings towards the formation of the Jaffna 
Catholic Club coipmenced. See Note 291. 

—July - The Secretary of State sanctions the construction of 
the Mannar Railway. 

—Aug. 8 - Death of the Rev< R. W. Ryde, sometime Principal 
of St. John's College, Chundicully, and President of the 
Old Boys' Association of that College. See Note 98. * 

—Aug. 16 ** The Shield Competition Match, played in the Es- 
planade between St. Patrick's and^ Central Colleges, re- 
sults in a victory for the former. 

—Sept. 4 - Death at dopay of Mr. A. Mailvaganani, j. u. 
p.. M.- He was one of the best and noblest sons of Jaff- 
na. See* Note 299. 

—Sept 8- Inauguration of the Jaffna Club and the 25th An 
niversary of St. Joseph's Catholic Library. See Note 291 

—Sept Death of Mr. Supramania Chinniah, Maniagar of 
Jaffna. See Note 300. 

—Sept. 8 - Death of Mr. C. Strantenburgh one of the veteran 
Lawyers of Jaffna. See Note 30l. 

—Sept 24 • Death of the Rev. Fr. M. Joaqdi, o. M. L 
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- The building of the Ridgeway Memorial Hall comple- 
ted and the keys of the building handed over to the 
Committee by Mr. Chinnappah of Moolai, the Contractor. 

— Oct. 8 -Death of the Yery Rev. Fr. John Aloysius, Parish 
Pribat, St. James, Jaffna. See Note 123. 

—Oct 23 - Death at Chunnagam of Mr, Kadirithamby Mudali- 
yar Sivasamboo, See Note 302. 

—Nov. 26 - Mr. Nevins Selvadurai, b. a. Principal, Hindu Col- 
l^e^ leaves Jaffna for Kandy to take up his new ap- 
pointment at Trinity College ‘ Kandy. See Note 166. 

— Nqv. - A vote of Rs. 40,000 sanctioned towards a scheme for 
supplying, water to the Town of Mannar. 

*— Nov. 26 - Death at Point Pedro of Taivar Nagalinga Mudali- 
yar.. See Note 303, 

— }<ov. - A coir yam manufactory opened at Kalvalavu Es- 
tate^ Pallai, by Mr, A. Pararasasinghe, a nephew of Mr. 
£. S. W Senathirajah. 

— D^. - The Mavilankai ,(Cocoanut) Estate, one of the biggest 
in the Pachchilaipali District and the property of Sir Wil- 
liam Twynam, bought by Dr. S, C. Paul of Colombo for 
Rs. 60,000. 

—Dec. 4 - The biennial election of the members of the Jaffna 
Local Board* See Note 304. 

—Dec. 25 - Death of M. Philips of Messrs Walker Sons & Co., 
the esteemed Mupoo of the Jaffna Catholics resident at Co- 
lombo. 

1910— Feb. 6 - Death, at Jaffna of Mr. Lopez Manuel shortly after 
his retirement from the Public Instruction Department. 
See Note 306. 

—Mar. 5- A branch of the Brother-hood of St. Joseph of 
Colombogam established at Ilavalai. 

—Mar. 28 - Death at Mandativu of Charles Hensman who was 
employed in the Government Educational Department of 
Madras for over ten years. See Note 157. 

—Mar. 30 - Mr. H: R. Freeman appointed Government Agent, 
Jaffna. See Note 441. 

—May. 6 - Death of His Majesty, King Edward VII. The 
funeral took place on the 20th instant following. 

—May. 14 - The Shield Cricket Match played between the 
Centra] and St. Patrick's Colleges results in a victory for 
the former by a large margin. 
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1910— June. 5 - Death at Karampan, Kayts^ at the age of 70, of 
Saverimuttu Bastiampillai^ popularly known as Sevaliyar« 
See Note 307. 

—June. 24 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. Gabriel Robert Puviraja- 
singhe of the Irrigation Department, Anuradhapura. i^e 
Note 308. 

June. 31 - The copper five cent coins cease to be legal 
tender. The concession of exchanging them in the Trea- 
sury and Kachcheries extended to the 31st December 1910. 

— July. 4 > Foundation Stone of the Manipay Hindu College, 
laid by Chief Justice Sir Joseph Hutchinson. 

— July. - Publication of the first volume cf the Tamil Diction- 
ary, complied by Mr. C. W. Kathiravetpillai, Police Mag- 
istrate of Kayts. Advocate Balasingham, son of the learn- 
ed author, gives in a Tamil Preface to the work, the 
history of its compilation, and the circumstances under 
which he handed over the manuscripts to Sri Panditor, 
Thevar of Madura, at whose instance, it was edited and 
published by the Pundits of the Madura Tamil Changam. 
See Note 244. 

— July. •Tamil included as a second language in the list of 
subjects for the Senior, Junior and Preliminary Examina- 
tions of the London College of Preceptors. 

—Aug. 4 - The second consignment of the new nickel coin 
to the value of Rs. 100,000, received at the General Treasury, 
Colombo. 

—Aug. 9 - Mr. V. Casippillai, Crown Proctor, appointed to act 
as District Judge, and additional Commissioner of Re- 
quests and Police Magistrate of Jaffna. See Note 166. 

—Aug. 13 - The import duty on Jaffna Tobacco to Travan- 
core reduced from Rs. 900 to the old rate of Rs. 90. 
See Note 309. 

--Aug. 16 - Second visit of His Excellency, Sir Henry MacCa- 
lum to Jaffna. He is accorded a cordial and enthusiastic 
reception ; jind presented with a golden casket of exquisite 
workmanship. See Note 309^ 

—Aug. 17 -*ne Durbar of Tamil Chiefs held in Jaffna under 
the presidency of His Excellency the Governor. The sub- 
jects discussed were Tobacco Industry, Colonisation of the 
Wanny, Hindu Temporalities, Cattle Breeding and Pasture 
Lands^ Crime, Malarial Fever, Experimental Gardens, Rin- 
derpest and Msasuree against straying cattle. 





1910— Sept. • Publication of the Franchise Bill relating to the 
^ective Franchise and Provincial Representation in the Island. 

-Sept. 9* Arrack rents sold: Jaffna for Rs. 182,995; Mannar 
for Rs. 69,500; and Mullaltivu for Rs. 28,601. 

—Sept 13 - The Copay Siva Girls* School opened by Mr. P* 
Ramanathan, k. c., c. m. g. 

—Sept 16 - Opening of the elective campaign in connection 
with the educated Ceylonese seat in the Reform Legisla- 
lative Council. 

—Sept. 30 • Death at the Manipay Hospital, from fever, of Mr. 
P. N. Johnpulle, Inspector of Vaccination, Jaffna. 

—Oct. 13 • Death at Chiviateru of Mr. V. Arumugam, brpther 
of Mr. V. Casippillai, Supreme Court Proctor. See Note 310* 

—Oct. 14 • Death at Jaffna at the age of 80 of Mr. J. N. 
Sandresegara, retired superintendent pf minor works, Jaffna. 
See Note 311. 

— Oct. 14 - The second trial of the S. S. '‘Jaffna*' case, before 
Mr. Schineider, specially gazetted as acting District Judge 
of Colombo, who delivers judgment extending to over 
forty pages of foolscap. 

—Oct. 15 - A receiving Post Office opened at Analativu. 

— Oct. Dr. M. Kailasapillai, Medical Officer, retires on pension. 
See Note 312. 

— Nov, 8 - Death at Anaicottai, at the age of 58, from heart- 
failure, of Dr. V. Muttucoomaru. See Note 313. 

—Nov. 12 - A public meeting at the Jaffna Ridgeway Memo- 
rial Hall to protest against the abolition of the Minor 
Courts of Mallagam. 

—Nov. 20 - Arrival in Colombo of the Crown Prince and 
Princess of Germany. 

— Nov. - Completion of the Rail -Road between Mannar and 
Talaimannar. 

' -Dec. - News received of the success of Dr. M. Coomara- 
swamy, only son of Rao Bahadur Munigasampillai, in the 
final r. R. c. s. Examination of London. See Note 385. 

— Dec. 7 - Inauguration of the Manipay Hindu College in its 
new building. 

—Dec. 21 - Tolls In Ceylon mbelishcd and additional tozea 
Imposed instead. 

—Dec. 26 -Death at, Trivandrum of Mr. C. Brito, the well- 
known Scholar and Advocate. See Note 314. 
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1910- ^X>ee. 27-Peilh at Coloinboturai of Mr. K« Animugatii» re> 

tilled 8ub-cbnector. He was a well-informed officer. 

1911— Jasu 4 -Mr. Maurice Selyador Shresta appointitd acting 

District Judge of Jaffna. 

—Jan. 23 • Death of Mr. f. M. Varunakulasinghe, Adigar of 
Mantai. See Note 315. 

—Jan. 26 - The newly-built Hall of the Chetty Street high 
school opened by the Revd. J. M. Brown, General Secretary 
of the Wesleyan Mission, and the Ladies Gallery by Mrai 
Bro.wn. Revd. J. T. Garret, Revd. H. Highfield and Revd, 
Appapillai were present and gave addresses. 

—Jan. - News received of the success in th^ l. R. c. p. and 
S. Examination of the Edinburgh University of Miss. Dr. 
Nallammah Munigasan, daughtei| of the late Mr. Murugasu of 
the P. W. D. and sister of Mr. M. A. Arulanandan, b. a.. 
Advocate. She is the first Jaffna Tamil Lady to obtain 
this distinction. See Note 317. 

- Feb. 9 • Death at Batticotta of M. N. Sinnappa, commonly 
known as Moolai Sinnappa. See Note 316. 

— Felx -Mr. S, K. Lawton, the well-known Photographer of 
Manipay granted an English patent for 14 years, on a 
preparation for preventing injury to paper. See Note 390. 

—Mar. 3 - The Hippodrome circus opens its show in the Jaffna 
Esplanade. 

—Mar. 10 - The fifth Decennial census of Ceylon taken. Popu- 
lation '4,092,973, an increase of 527,019 over that of 1901. 
Total population including military and shipping 4,096,0!2L 
Northern Province 369,651. Jaffna 40,441. 

—April. 20 -The Dog Registration Ordinance comes ihto oper- 
ation in the Northern Province. 

—April. 21 - A meeting held the Jaffna>Ridgeway Memorial 
Hall to make arrangements fof the due celebration of 
the coronation of His Majesty King George V. At this 
meeting Mr. JL Vytilingam^ renter, makes an offer to feed 
the poor on ^e occasion of the celebration. See Note 320. 

—April. 24 - Inauguration at Gold-smith street; Vannarponne, 
of Nagalinga Swamy Vidyasalai, under the management of 
Mr. K. Sivakolundu, Proctor, S. C. See Note 38L 

—April. 30- Death at the agh of eighty^five of Sri Sumangala, 
die famous Buddhist High Priest and Oriental Scholar. 
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18U-^Biay.29 Death at Mallagam of Mr. Hemphill Thambo, Proc 
tor. He was Crown Proctor at Mannar and retired some 
years ago. 

-^May. 31 - Arrival in Jaffna of Miss Dr. Nallamma Muniga- 
San, L. R. c. p. & s., (Edinburgh) u P. p. & s. (Glas) 
dnd L. M. (Dublin). See Note 317. 

•^June. 10- Celebration at Batticaloa by Dr. and Mrs. A. 
Chinniah of the Silver Jubilee of their marriage. 

Wune. 17 - Death at Pannalai of Mr. S. Ponnampalam, Proctor. 
See Note 318, 

—June. 22 -The Coronation celebrations in Jaffna of His most 
Gracious Majesty, King George V. See Note 320. 

—June. 22- The Freeman Tanneer Pandal opened at Batticaloa. 

--<-July. 3 - Death at Jaffna of Rasiah William Allagacoon, Po- 
lice Magistrate of Point' Pedro and Chavakachcherri, from 
an abscess in the index finger of the right-hand. See 
Note 319, 

^July. 3 • A cricket match. Advocates vs. Proctors, played in 
the Jaffna Esplanade, ends in a win for the Advocates 
by 35 runs. 

—July. 9 - Death at the age of 85 of Mr. Ramanather Murugasu 
of Tirunelvely, an influential and leading tobacco mer- 
chant. Mr. S. Ehamparam, Surveyor, Tirunelvely, is his 
grandson. 

—July. 17 - The Jaffna Matrimonial Rights and Inheritance Or- 
dinance, superceding the Thesawalamai, comes into opera- 
tion. See Note. 18. 

— Aug. 11 - A lecture at the District Court, Jaffna, on Anti- 
Tuberculosis, by Sir Allen Perry, p. c. M. o. 

—Aug. 21 - Mr. P. E. Pieris, M. A L. L. M., (of the Ceylon 
Civil Service) delivers a lecture in the Hindu College 
Hall, on ^‘Jaffna in Portuguese Times.” 

—Sept. 2 * Death at Jaffna of Victoria, widow of the late Ga- 
briel. S. Puvirajasinghe, a distinguished Proctor, and the 
eldest daughter of Mr. Henry Martyn, the well-known and 
talented Government Store^keeper. See Note 104. 

— ^Sept 16 * Death of Mr. A. N, Tiruchelvam, President Moo- 
pu of ^e Church of our Lady of Refuge. (Adaikalama* 
tha.) See Note 321. 

—Sept 18 • Death at Vannarponne of Mr. Vallipuram, who 
rooe to eminence by lus industry and philanthropy. He 
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1911- -was the first to start Tea and Confeetionary shops in 

Jaffna. See Note 322. 

—Sept. > Death of Mr. V. Kanagesabai, a well knowa native 
physician of Tirunelvely. See Note 324. 

—Oct. 21 - Arrival in Jaffna of His Excellency Sir Hugh Cliff- 
ord, Acting Governor. 

—Nov. - Cigar makers go on strike. This strike creates a 
serious situation, there being no work in any of the dgar 
manufactories for several days. 

-«*Nov. 19 ‘ Death at Vaddukoddai of Rao Bahadur L. C. Wil- 
liamspillai. See Note *323. 

—Dec. 2 • Death at the age of forty-five of Sriman Panditori 
Thevar, a great Scholar, Author, Patron and Leader of 
movements for the advancement of Tamil Literature. 

—Dec. 11 * Inauguration of the newly built Hindu English 
School at Urumpirai. 

—Dec. 13 - The polling or voting for the Ceylonese Electorate 

—Dec. 16 - The biennial election to the Jaffna Local Board. 
Messrs S. Katiresu, A. Cathiravelu and S. Thambiahpillai 
elected members. 

—Dee. 18- The Hon. P. Ramanathan, k. c. c. m. g., elected Cey- 
lonese Member of the Legislative Council. 

— Dec. 25 - Death at Udupiddy of Mr. M. Coomarasuriar, an 
Infiuentia], niuch respected and extensive land-owner. See 
Note 325. 

1912— Jan. 3 - Death at Colombo from cellulitis of Dr. V. Sarava* 

namuttu, m. d. Sea Note 326. 

—Feb. 6 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. M. B. Swampillai, a wdl- 
known merchant and planter. He was a most amiable 
gentleman of high principles, loved and respected by all. 
See Note 327. 

—Feb. - Dr. S. C. Paul appointed a member of the Ceylon Me- 
dical College. See Note 250. 

—Feb. • Announcement received of the success of Mr. W. G. 
S. Mather, son of Mr. W. Malher, the well known Man- 
aging Director of the Jaffna Commercial Corporation, in 
the M. R. c. s. and l. r. o. p. examination in midwifery six 
months befoie the prescribed time. See Note 407; 

—Feb. - Mr. Allen Abraham, Professor, Jaffna College, elected 
a fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society. See Note 3SSB, 

—Feb. 8 • Death of Revd. Fr. X. N. Sandrasegara, o. m. i. See 
Note 179. 
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1912— Mar. 9 • Death at Vannarponne at the age of 59 of Srimuth 
V. Sabapathy Iyer, a well-known scholar and astrologer. 

—Mar. 31 • Death of the Revd. S. W. Howland of the American 
Mission, See Note 238. 

—March. - Mr. G. C. Patrick appointed headmaster of St. Pa- 
trick's College, the leading Catholic Educational Institu- 
tion of the North. See Note 391. 

— April. 3 - A reception accorded at the Victoria Masonic Hall, 
Colombo, to Mr. J. N. Tisseverasinghe on his being ap- 
pointed Additional Tamil Member of the Legislative Council. 

—April. 10 - The Titanic, the largest liner (50,000 tons) sinks 
down in the Atlantic, on her maiden voyage to America. 
See Note 329. 

—April- 16 - ‘The Rockwood Hall** opened by His Excellency 
the Governor. 

—April. 22 - Mr. V. Casipillai, Crown Proctor, appointed to act 
as District Judge of Jaffna. See Note 166. 

— May. - Mr. C. ^andiah, nephew of Mr. A. Cathiravelu, Proc- 
tor, S. C, and Member Local Board, Jaffna, comes off 
successful in the M. B, & c. M. examination of the Mad- 
ras University. 

—May 8 - A public reception accorded at the Victoria Masonic 
Hail, Colombo, to Dr. R. Saravanamuttu, M. B. c. M. (Mad- 
ras) M. R. c. s. (England), l. r. c. p. (London), eldest 
son of Dr. V. Saravanamuttu, on his return to the Is- 
land, after completing his Medical Studies and obtaining 
British qualifications. See Note 326. 

-May. 14 - Death of Master Retnavelu, eldest son of M. S 
Ramalinga Mudaliyar, Chief Mudaliyar of the Jaffna Kach- 
chcri. 

—May. 26 - Seven prisoners forming the first batch of prison- 
ers from Ceylon sent to the Andamans. 

—June. 3 - St. Patrick’s College wins the Lawyers* Shield for 
the third time. 

—June. 3 - Mr. R. C. Kailasapillai, Tamil Interpreter to H. E 
the Governor invested with the title of Mudaliyar of th*e 
Governor’s Gate. See Note 346. 

—June. 13 - Death at TellipaJai, at the age of 46 of Mr. T. S. 
Appadiivai, third son of the late Mr. Sinnappah, Maniagar 
of Valigamam North. He was Head Clerk of the Jaffna 
Provincial Road Committee and discharged his duties with 

13 
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1912-- conspicuous ability and spotless integrity and Introduced 
several important reforms into the Department. 

—June. 20 - Death at Jaffna of Mts. Mortimer, widow of Mr 
F. Mortimer, Planter, and eldest daughter of Sir William 
IVynam. See Note 168. 

— Jtme. 22 - Death at Batticotta, at the age of 82. of Mr. J. P., 
Cooke, a prominent figure among the lamil Christian 
Community of Jaffna. See Note 330. 

-June. 30 Consecration at St. Antony's Cathedral, Kandy, of 
the Rt. Revd. Bede Beckmeyer o. s. b. He is the first 
Ceylonese to be elevated to the position of a Bishop. 

—July. 5 - Death at Anuradhkpura of Mudaliyar M. Philips, 
Head Qerk, Anuradhapura Kachcheri. He was not only 
a capable ofiScer, but one deserving of great regard as a 
public spirited citizen. 

—July. 13 - Barowsk^^s Circus opens performance at the Jaffna 
Esplanade. 

—July. 14 • Return to Jaffna of Mr. A. N.' Santiago, Bar-at- 
law. See Note 366. 

—Aug. - Animugam, the arithmetical prodigy, comes to Jaffna 
and electrifies the town by the rapidity of his calculations 
and his wonderful memory. 

— Sept. B- Death at Jaffna of Mr. Thomas Peter Ollegasegram 
Chief Clerk,. Sub-Collector and Ware house keeper, Jaffna 
Customs^ 

—Oct. 6*- Mr. S. K. Nair of Travancore, member df the Indi 
an National Congress, who is on a visit .to Jaffna, deli- 
vers a lecture at the Court House on **Our Economic 
Problem.” He also gives addresses at St Patrick’s and 
Qentral College and other places. 

-Oct 19 - Death at Manipay from heart-failure of Mr. W. 
Sangarapillai» the veteran broker of Volkart Brothers, Co- 
lombo. 

—Nov. Mr. M. S. Pinto (Shresta)i^ District Judge of Jaffna, 
contributes a long and interesting account of the arts and 
aafts of Jaffna^ to Mr. Freeman’s Report for 1911-1912, 
in which he deplores the causes that led to their decay. 

—Dec. 3 - The Ceylon Bioscope Company arrives in Jaffna and 
gives exhibitions, 

•^Dec. 17 * Heavy raiu* 'commences and continues the following 
four days. 
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1912— Dec. 6 - Death at Point Pedro at the age of 36 of Mr. N. 

H. Tampoe, Proctor, S. C., son of Mr. T. M. Tampoe, j. 
p., retired Police Magistrate of Jaffna. 

—Dec. 18 - Death at Jaffna of R. Munigasu, alias Paul, father 
of P. Nicholas Mudaliyar, then Head Clerk of the Jaffna 
Kachcheri. 

1913— Jan. 17 - Arrival in Jaffna of His Grace Archbishop Donten- 

will, o. II. 1., Superior General. A grand reception ac- 
corded to him by the Catholics of Jaffna. 

—Jan. 20 - Ramanathan's Collie for the Hindu Girls of Jaffna 
opened. See Note 331. 

—Jan. 31 - Laying of the foundation stone of the Mount Car- 
nisd Hall, Karaiyoor, by his Grace Archbishop Dontenwill, 
O. M. I. 

— Feb. 12 - Death at Jaffna of Dr. C. Dutton, who was long con- 
nected with the Jaffna Friend-in-need Society. See Note 
332. 

—Feb. 21 - The Jaffna Hostel opened. 

- Feb. 24 « Departure from Jaffna of His Grace Archbishop 
Dontenwill, O. M. I. 

'^Feb. 24 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. B. Manuelpillai Satturukal- 
singhe, a well-known Proctor of the District •Court of 
Jaffna. See Note 333. 

— March. 3 - Death at Jaffna from dropi^ of Mr. Simon C. 
Ollegasegaram, retired Head Clerk of the-. Provincial Road 
Committee, Jaffna. 

—March. 26 - The toddy rents of Jaffna sold. 113 taverns real- 
ised Rs. 385.200. 

—March. 31 - Death of A. Mudaliyar Sinnatamber, an extensive 
land owner of Alaveddy and father-in-law of W. Mudali- 
yar Muttuvelupillai of Kanderodai. See Note 334. 

—April. - A syndicate started in Colombo with the object of 
establishing a factory in Jaffna for the extraction of palm 
sugar from sweet toddy. 

—May. - Announcement received of the success of Dr. George 
S. Mather in the final examination for L. a. c. p. (Ltm- 
don) and m. r. c. s. (England). See Note 407. 

—May. * Two Co-operative Credit Societies, one at Cppay, and 
the other at Tellippalai, formed. 
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1913— May. 24 - The Empire Day celebrated in the Schools. Its ob- 
ject is to encourage feelings of interest and devotion to 
the British Empire and Sovereign. 

—July. 8 - A batch of 100 prisoners arrive in Jaffna in con- 
nection with the dredging and filling up of the Karaiyoor 
Reclamation grounds. See Note 340. 

—Aug. 8 - Major J. S. F. James, the Yellow Fever Expert* ar- 
rives in Jaffna, with Mr. James Perera, Sanitary Inspect- 
or of the Colombo Municipality and some coolies, to in- 
vestigate into the sanitary condition of Jaffna. 

—Aug. 11 - The Hon. Mr. Charles Stewart Vaughan appointed 
Government Agent of the Northern Province, See Note 338. 

—Aug. 22 -'A meeting convened at the Jaffna Ridgeway Me- 
morial Hall to consider steps to raise a memorial to Mr. 
H. R. Freeman, late Government Agent of Jaffna. It was 
agreed to establish a Maternity Ward. See Note 395. 

—Aug. 27 - Reception accorded at the Ridgeway Hall to Mr. 
Isaac Tambiah on his return from England after qualify- 
ing himself as a Bar-at*Law. See Note 349. 

—Sept. - From the annual report on the Inuvil Hospital for 
the year 1012 the following statistics are gathered.'- Hos- 
pital in-patients 1878; Dispensary patients 36^; Dispen-> 
ssry treatments 7567; Operations (major, and minor) 271; 
Maternity Cases 3141; visits to vHlages 297; No. of villages 
from which patients came 115; number of office consult- 
ations 83. Iribome— Sale of medicine etc. Ks. 7667-80; Fees 
from patients Rs. 5240; Rent of rooms Rs. 1342; Miscel- 
laneous Rs. 1648-35; Total Rs. 15^898-15. See Note 418. 

—Sept - Mr. V. Francis Tampu, Editor of the Tamil Guardian 
newspaper, receives through the most Revd. Dr. A. Don- 
tenwill, Superior General, o M. i., a fine photo of His 
Holiness with an autograph blessing for himself and fa- 
mily. 

—Oct 1 - H. E. Sir R. £. Stubby Acting Governor and Mrs. 
Stubbs arrive in Jaffna and are accorded a hearty wel- 
come.. 

—October. - Death of S T. Carthigasan, D. B., P, W. D.» See 
Note 370. 

—Nov, 12 - Death at Colombo of J. W. P. Senathirajah, l. p., 
u. P. M., Crown Proctor Puttalam. 

—Nov. 12 - Death at Manipay of Dr. K. Mudallyar Curtis Sop- 
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1913<-piah, Assistant Physician of the Manipay Green Memorial 
Hospital. 

--Nov. 29 - Death at Tellipalai of Mrs. Ambalavanar, mother of 
the Hon. Mr. A. Kanagasabai, m. l. c. (now Hon. Sir A. 
Kanagasabai.) 

—Dec. • Death at Singapore of Mr. C. M. Chelliali. 

—Dec. 13 - The biennial election of the unofficial Members of 
the Local Board, Jaffna. Messrs Cathiravelu, Kandiah and 
Katiresu elected. 

1914r— Jan. 5 - At a meeting held in the Ridgeway Hall and presi- 
ded over by the Hon, Mr. A. Kanagasabai, it was decid" 
ed that the Memorial to Mr. Freeman, late Government 
Agent of Jaffna, should take the form of a ward for the 
poor to be attached to the McLeod Hospital at Inuvil. 
See Note 395, 

—Jan, - Fever, dysentery and other ailments prevail through- 
out the Peninsula, 

— Feb. 3 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. James Nicholas Saverimuttu, 
correspondence clerk of the Jaffna Kachcheri. See Note 
335. 

—Feb. 3 • Death at Jaffna of Mr. A. Saverimuttu, Editor, “Jaffna 
Catholic Guardian.*' See Noto 336. 

—A few cases of plague repoited to have taken place in 
Kandy and Colombo. There are three types. Bubonic, 
Pneumonic and Septicaemic. The latter is as dangerous 
as the Bubonic and proves fatal within 48 hours. 

—Feb. 7 -Death at Jaffna of Mr. N. Saverimuttu, retired Sub- 
collector, at the age of 65. 

— ^Feb. 10 - Mr. Charles Russel Cumberland appointed Govern- 
ment Agent of Jaffna, See Note 441. 

—Feb. 12 . Death at Old Park, Jaffna, of Master Boreland, son 
of Mr. C. S. Vaughan, c. a., n. p. 

-Feb, 13 - The honour of Knight-hood conferred on Mr. Pon- 
nampalam Arunachachlani, late Registrar General of Ceylon. 
The investiture took place at Buckingham Palace by His Ma- 
jesty the King. See Note 277. 

—Feb. 20 • Mr. C. R Cumberland arrives and assumes duties 
as Government Agent of Jaffna in succession to Mr. G. 
S, Vaughan. See Note 441. 

—March. - An aerated water manufactory opened in the Psttah, 
Jaffna, by Mr. Joseph Machado, merchant. See Note 130. 
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March. • Mr. A. Weigel and another gentleman arrive in Jaffna 
and visit Pt Pedro as representatives of Mr. Walter de 
Soysa in connection with the opening of a Sugar manu> 
factory in the north. 

—April. 22 - Death at Manipay of Mr, Hallock Ponnusamy, 
retired Sub-collector of Customs. He was the son of Sa- 
ravanamuttu Murugasu Mudaliyar of Manipay (head clerk 
of the Jaffna Customs) and father-in-law of S. Rasanayaga 
Mudaliyar, Secretaiy of the District Court of Jaffna. See 
Note 414. 

—•May. 13 • Mr. Ford Duraisamy appointed to act as District 
Judge of Jaffna. See Note 256. 

—June. 17 - Mr. Bickmore arrives and assumes duties as Police 
Magistrate of Jaffna. 

— ^June. - Mr. V. Chelliah, extra clerk of the Jaffna Kachcheri, 
who was acting as Maniagar of Karachi, appointed Mania- 
gar of that Division on six months’ probation. He is the 
son-in-lnw of Mr. V. Thambippillai, j. p., retired Deputy 
Fiscal and nephew of Mr. M. S. Ramalingam, Chief 
Mudaliyar of the Jaffna Kachcheri. 

—June. 28 • Assasination of the Archduke Francis Ferdinand, 
heir to the throne of Austria, when atSerajevo, with his 
wife. See Note 344. 

—July. 4 • Death at Jaffna of Mr. F. X. Nicholas, proprietory 
planter. See Note 337. 

-—Aug. 1 - Establishment of a day service between Mannar 
and Madawatchy in connection with the Mannar Railway. 

•Aug. 4 - Great Britain enters into the great European War. 
^e Note 344. 

- ‘Aug. 17 - An enthusiastic reception accorded to Sir P. Aru- 

nachalam. on his arrival in Jaffna after being knighted. 

- Aug. 20 - Death of His Holiness Pope Pius. X. He was 79 

years old and was Pope 11 years. 

- Sept. 5 - Cardinal Giacomo .Dell«( Chiesa, Archbishop of Bo- 

logna, elected Pope, unde^the title of Benedict XV. 

- Sept 19 -A public meeting held at the Jaffna District Court 

to make arrangements to collect subscriptions for the 
'^Prince of Wales" fund to aid the widows and depen- 
dents of those engaged in the front. 

Sept. -The German Raider *‘Emden’* commences to terrorise 
the waters of Ceylon. See Note 345. 
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ldl4— Sept. 25 > A variety entertainment held at the Jaffna Wes- 
leyan Central College in aid of the Prince of Walts re- 
lief fund. 

-Oct. 8 -Death at Colombo of the Hon. Mr. J. N Tisavccra- 
singhe, Tamil Representative of the Legislative Council of 
Ceylon and leader of the Batticaloa Bar. 

—Oct. 18 - Death at Colombo of John O’Kanc Murty, a senior 
member of the Ceylon Civil service and a Catholic. Mr. 
P. J. Rajah, who served under Mr. Murty at Mullaitivu. 
had a solemn Mass of Requiem celebrated at the Jaffnu 
Cathedral for the repose of the soul of the deceased 
gentleman. 

—Nov. - Mr, P. Rajagopal of the Fiscal's office, Jaffna, ap- 
pointed to act as Maniagar of Poonaryn. He is the son 
of the late Ponniah, Maniagar of that division. Hec Note 34.5. 

—Nov. 15 ■ Death of Lord Roberts. 

—Dec. 11 - Death at Colombuturai of Mr. C. Arumugam. Ma 
niagar of Jaffna. 

— Dec. - Rise in the price of Food Stuffs. The paddy problem 
engages the attention of -the public at largi:. 

— Dec. 16 - Mr. K. Balastngham appointed first Tamil Metu- 
her of the Legislative Council in the place of the late 
Hon. J. N. Tisseveerasinghe. Mr. Balasingham is a gentle- 
man of great public spirit, disinterestedness and practical 
common sense. See Note 280. 

1915— Jan. 1 - Mr.. Benjamin Horsburgh appointed Govenimcnt Agent 
of the Northern Province. Mr. C. S. Vaughan t\'ansfcn'ed 
to Kandy. Bee Note 338, 

— Jan. • Mudaliyar Joseph N. Bandrasegara, Maniagar of Delfl, 
appointed Maniagar of Valigamam West. See Note 368. 

— Jan. - Fever in an epidemic form prevails throughout the 
Jaffna District and deaths are numerous. 

—Jan. 22 - Death at Jaffna of the Revd. Fr. A. M. Roux, 
O. M. 1. 

—Feb. 2 • Blessing of the New Hall and Chapel at Karayoor 
built for the Confraternity of Mount Carmel f(^r young men- 

—Feb. 10 - The night train service resumed. 

—Feb. - Mr. V. M. Muttukumaru, Secretary, Local Board, ap- 
pointed Maniagar of Jaffna. See note 313. 

—Feb. ir - Death at Chilaw of the Revd. Anil. Veerasingham 
Teacher, Catechist, and Pastor. C. M. S, 
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1915-*Feb. 14 - Death in his 75th year of .the Revd. Father Ai- 
phonsus Delpech, O. M. I. 

--•Feb. 16 - Return to Jaifna of Mr. J. Homer Vanniasinkam 
from England, after qualifying himself as a Barrister-at- 
law. See Note 311. 

— Feb. - Mr. K. Chinnatamby appointed Maniagar of Vadama- 
radchy West, See Note 339. 

-^March. 1 • His Excellency Sir Robert Chalmers visits Jaffna. 

—March. 13 - An '*at Home** held at the Ridgeway Hall by 
the Members of the J affna Bar to commemorate Mr. Proc- 
tor Changarapilla3*s fifty years’ service in the legal pro 
fession. See Note 341. 

—April. 2 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. F. J. Ponniah, Medical 
officer at Delft. He was a very popular and trusted office^ 
of the Department. 

—April 22 - Dr. Lyne, Director of Agriculture, Mr. Hew Ken- 
nedy, Chairman, c. p. a., and Mr.. Jas. Ryan, Planter, 
arrive in Jaifna and visit the Tobacco Experimental Gar- 
dens at Tinnqvely conducted by Mr. Scherffius. 

—May. 7 - Death at Mannar of Mr. V. Vraspillai, retired adi- 
gar of Musali, who commanded extensive influence and 
acquired great wealth. Mr. V. Joseph, who is practising 
as an advocate in Jaffna, is his eldest son. 

—May. 28 - Serious riocing and looting commence at Kandy 
and rapidly extend to Colombo and the surrounding villages. 

—June. - The export duty on chanks raised from Rs. 2 to Rs. 
10 per thousand. 

—June. 8 - Death at JafLha at the age of 78 of Mr. John J, 
Tisseveerasinghe, Licensed Surveyor. 

—June. - Fourteen sheds each 100 ft. by 18 ft. with kitchens 
and lavatcriiis, erected at the Karayoor Reclamation Grounds 
to accommodate 600 riot prisoners sent from Colombo ih 
connection with the Reclamation works, Jaffna. See Note 340. 

-Aug, 2 - A lecture on the^iology of the Catholic Church, 
delivered at the Jaffna Catholic Club by the Revd. Father 
Le Goc of St. Joseph's College, a great scientist. 

-Aug. - Capsizing of a .boat off Mandaitivu. Some sixty per- 
sons lost. 

—Oct. 3 - A lecture on Tobacco read before the Jaffna Tobacco 
Committee by Mr. A. Sabapathy; Editor, Hindu Organ. 
See. Note 17V. 
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1915- — Oct. 18 - Death at Jaflfna at the age of 63 of Mr. Samuel 

Fredrick Toussaint, Planter., 

—Nov. - The title of Mudaliyar of the Governor’s Gate con- 
ferred on Mr. C. M. Sinniah, Shroff of the Jaffna Kach- 
cheri. See Note 313. 

—Nov. 26 - A branch of the Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild 
started at Jaffna. 

—Nov. 19 - Death at the Jaffna Civil Hospital of Edmund He- 
wavitarne, head of the firm of Messrs Don Carolis 
and sons. He came to Jaffna as a riot prisoner. 

—Nov. 20 - Celebration, at the Church of our Lady of Refuge, 
of the Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee of the Revd. Fr. Baron 
O. M. I. 

—Dec. 3 - His Excellency Sir R. Chalmers leaves for England, 

1916— Jan- 7 - A Total Abstinence League started among the mem- 

bers of St. Antony’s Confraternity, Chundicully. This is the 
fifth Total Abstinence League, the four others being the 
Sacred Heart Confraternity, St. James’, SL Joseph's Con. 
fraternity. Mount Carmel Confraternity, Karaiyoor, and St. 
Nicholas, Navanturai. 

—Jan. 11 - Death in Colombo of W. Toussaint, at one time 
a leading Merchant and Planter of Jaffna. 

— Feb. 11 - Death at Jaffna, at the age of 90, of Mr. C. Law- 
rencepillai. 

—Feb. 14 - Death of Arumugam, the mathematical prodigy. 

— March. - The building of the Factory in connection with tlie' 
Sugar Refinery Works commenced at Valvettiturai. 

— March. 14 - The cricket competition match commenced to be 
played at the Esplanade for Mr. R. Duraiswamy’s cup. 
Four teams entered — Central, Jaffna College, St. John’s and 
Hindu College. The Central won. 

—March. 24 - A meeting held in the Hall of the Jaffna Wesley, 
an Central College to bid farewell to Mr. W. M. P. Wilkes, 
on his leaving for England. He was Principal of the Col- 
lege for 13 years. Mrs. Wilkes was presented with a pair 
of gold bangles of exquisite workmanship. 

—April. - Announcement received of the appointuient of Dr 
N. R. Nalliah, M. R. c. s., L. R. c. p. and s. (London) as Re- 
sident Surgeon, Western General Dispensary, London. See 
Note 298. 


14 
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1916— April. 15 - Arrival in Colombo of the New Governor,* Sir John 
Anderson, K. c. b., g. C. m. g. See Note 364. 

—April. 17 - Three water spouts seen between Mandativu and 
Palaitivu. 

—April. - Mr. C. Sittampalam, eldest] son of Mr. A. Cathiravclu, 
Crown Proctor, comes of! first in the Colonies in Mathe- 
matics in the Cambridge Examination. See Note 410. 

—April. - Five tons of paper consigned to the Jaffna '‘Catholic 
Guardian" Press and forming part of the cargo of the B. 
I. S. S- “Chantala” goes to the deep in the Mediterranean. 

—May. - The Kovilam Light-House completed. It is the highest 
in the Peninsula, being 115 feet. 

—May. 12 • Death at Jaffna of the Revd. Joseph Beebee, Wes- 
leyan Minister. 

—May. 13 • Death at Point Pedro of Venayaga Mudaliyar, re- 
tired Post and Telegraph Master. 

— May. 14 - Death at Achuvely ofB. Soosaipillai, Udaiyar. 

— May. 16 - The Wesak Festival celebrated *for the first time 
in Jaffna by the Singhalese residents here. An image of 
Buddha was taken in a torch -light-procession with native 
music. 

—May. 19 - Death at Vannarponne of Mr. C. Parinpanayagam^ 
Wesleyan Minister. 

—May. - Certain Hindus of Vannarponne, under a superstitious 
belief, that they could obtain a treasure-trove by offering, 
human sacrifice, lead a fine able-bodied young man of 
20 '’to the temple of the goddess Muttumareeamman, drug 
and stupify him and have his throat cut Nine men in- 
cluding the officiating Brahmin of the temple are alleged 
to be the perpetrators of this horrible crime. 

— May. 22 - Mr^ E. B. Denham assumes duties as Director of Edu- 
cation. 

—June. 2 - H. E. Sir John Anijerson, with his daughter-in-law 
Mrs. Anderson, Mr. W. T. Stace, P. &, and Captain Living- 
ston Learmouth a. o. c., arrives in Jaffna. The next day 
His Excellency visits the various Government Departments 
and the Tobacco Experimental Gardens, and leaves by 
train on the fourth. 

—June, - Mr. A. Cathiravelu, Crown Proctor, appointed Justice 
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of the Peace and unofficial Police Magistrate for the Dis- 
trict of Jaffna. See Note 177. 

1916— June. 7 - Death at Jaffna, at the age of 84, of Mr. T. C. Chan- 
garapillai, the oldest member of the Legal profession in 
Jaffna. See Note 341. 

— ^June, - The newly built Saraswathy School at Copay opened. 

—June. 15 - Mr. Samuel F. Johnpulle appointed Chief Clerk, Loan 
Board, Cplombo. See Note 401. 

—July. 18 - Severe gale at Jaffna interrupting telegraphic com- 
munication and breaking telephone wires. Trees uprooted., 
plantations damaged, tiles of houses blown off and several 
lives lost. 

—Aug. 8 - The manufature of Sugar at the Ceylon Sugar Re- 
finery Ltd. at Polikandy, commenced. The first flow of 
juice being started by Miss Cox, daughter of Mr. G. Lionel 
Cox, the Company’s Chairman. 

—Aug. 28 - A Co-operative Credit Society, called the Valigamam 
West Headmen’s Co-operative Credit Society, started. Mu- 
daliyar Jos. Nt Sandrasegra elected President 

—August -News received of the success of T. C. Jayaretnam, 
Government Scholar, in the mathematical Tripos at Cam-* 
bridge and the London B. sc. Examination. See Note 400 

— Sept. 9 - The inauguration of Our Lady of Refuge Catholic 
Youngmen’s Association. 

—Sept. - Mr. Vincent Mendis, Scout master of Richmond Cpl- 
lege, Galle, and four of his Scouts, come to Jaffna to start 
Scout troops in the local colleges.} 

—Sept. 20 - Revd. Mr. Bullough arrives in Jaffna as Principal 
of the Wesleyan Central College^. 

—Sept - Death of the Revd. D. P. Niles» a distinguished teach- 
er and preacher of the Jaffna Wesleyan mission. He 
was a good Tamil Scholar. 

—Oct. 4 - Death at Copay of Mrs. Mailvaganam, widow of Mr 
Mailvaganam of Copay, j. p., u. p. m. 

—Oct. 7 - Death at Nallur of Mr. V. Thambipillai, j. retired 
Deputy Fiscal of Jaffna. 

—Oct 10 - The first Centenary of the establishment in Jaffna 
of the North Ceylon American Mission, celebrated atBat- 
ticotta, the head quarters of the Mission. See Note 360. 
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1916 — Oct. 12 - The first consignment of sugar manufactured by 
the Ceylon Sugar Refinery Company, sold at Colombo 
by public auction. 1510 bags sold at Rs. 18 a bag. 

—Oct 15 - Death at Puttur of Mr. Kanagasabai, Maniagar of 
Valigamam East 

—Oct - The foot-ball competition match, played at the Jaffna 
Esplanade for Mr. V. M. Muttukumaru’s cup, results in a 
victory for St. John’s College, Chundicully. 

—Dec. - Mr. Ratna Mailvaganam, Advocate, appointed Maniagar of 
Valigamam East. See Note 342. 

—Dec. 12 - Death at Negombo of the Revd. Fr. Y. Lecan, O* 
M. I. 

— Jan. 6 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. Joseph Abraham Tisseveera- 
singhe, retired Sub-Collector, at the age of 73. He was 
a gentleman of high principles and of great intergrity as 
a public officer. See Note 343. 

—Jan. 9 - Mr. Arunachalam Sabapathy, Editor, “Hindu Organ”, 
nominated Second Tamil Member of the Legislative Coun- 
cil. See Note 177. 

— Jan. - The base of a Dagoba discovered at Chunnagam, on 
the south of the Railway Station, as the result of an 
excavation, carried out at the instance of Mr. Paul Pieris, 
District Judge of* Jaffna, 

—Feb. I'-^Mr. A. Cathiravelu, Proctor, appointed Additional 
Police Magistrate of Jaffna. See Note 177. 

—Feb. Death at Uduville of Mary R. Page of the American 
Mission. 

—Feb- 1 - The Hon. Mr. A. Kanagasabai appointed Justice of 
the Peace for the Island. See Note 427. 

-Feb. 17 - Death at Colombo of R. C. Kailasapillai, Mudaliyar 
of the Governor’s Gate, Chief Tamil Translator to Govern- 
ment. See Note 346., 

—Feb. 19 - A lecture delivered at the Jaffna Ridgeway Hall 
on “Old Scot’s Legal Life ^d Humour*' by Sir A. Wood 
Renton. At the close of me lecture a silver collection 
was made in aid of Servia. 

—April. 5- A paper on “Nagadipa and Buddhist Remains in 
Jaffna” read by Mr. Paul Pieris, d, j., Jaffna, before the 
Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 

—April - The two Rupee currency notes received and put In 
circulation. The amount is five Lakhs. 
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1917-ApriI. • Mr. A. Cathiravelu, J. P.. o. P. M., who has been act- 
ing as Crown Proctor, confirmed in the appointment. See 
Note 177. 

—April. - Arrival in Jaffna of Fillis’ Circus. 

— ^April. 30 - Death at Bopitiya, Pamunugama, of Mr. D. Don- 
Paul. He was renter at Jaffna for some years. 

— May. - News received that the Cambridge University has 
conferred the Degree of Doctor of Letters on Mr. P. • 
Pieris, the learned District Judge of Jaffna. He is t e 
first Ceylonese to be admitted to this honour, 

—June. 4 -Portrait of Hudson Paramaswami unveiled at Ottiy 
Hall, Jaffna College. See Note 428. 

—June. 6 -The title of J. P. for the Island conferred on Mr. 
Cathiravelu Namasivayam; of Mudaliyar of the Governor s 
Gate on Ambalavanar Naganathar Mudaliyar; of Muda- 
liyars on Soosaipillai Mudaliyar Philip Vanderkoon, 
gaperumal Sinnatamby Ramalingam and George W. 
Rasiah Vallipuram; of J. P. for the Western Province on 
John Douglas Philip and Vanniyanar on Sayarnpunathar 
Asaipillai. See Note 347. 

—June. 10 - Death at Araly of A. Arunasalam, Head Overseer. 

—June. 11 - Mr. Swampillai Benedict of the Salt-Store. Putta- 
lam, assumes duties as Government General Store-keeper, 
Jaffna. 

—June. 23 - At a meeting of Principals, Inspectors, and Head- 
masters of Secondary Schools, held in the Hall of the 
Jaffna Central College, under the Presidency of Mr. E. B. 
Denham, it was arranged to have a series of lectures 
for teachers. 

-July. 6 - A meeting at the District Court of Jaffna to dis- 
cuss measures for supporting the Premium War Loan, 
held under the Presidency of Mr, B. Horsburgh. G. A. n. p. 

— ^July. 6 - Mr. Selvarajah Windham, late of the Middlesex Regi- 
ment, delivers a fascinating address in St. John’s, Chundi- 
cully, on his experiences at the front. 

—July. 6 -The letters patent conferring Knight hood on the 
Hon. Mr. Ambalavanar Kanagasabai, handed over to him 
by Mr. B. Horsburgh, G. a., n. p., at the Jaffna Ridgeway 
Memorial Hall, in the presence of a large and represen- 
tative gathering. See Note 427. 

- July. 9 - Public reception at the Hindu College to the Hon. 
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Mr. A/Sabapathy in honour of his being nominated Second 
Tamil Member of the Legislative Council. See Note 177^ 

917— July. - Smuggling of about 300 bags of rice into Delft. An 
inquiry was held and some of the Head-men found guilty. 

—July. 21 - A large and representative meeting of the educat- 
ed Tamils held at the Siva Piragasa Vidiyasalai at Vannar- 
ponnai and presided over by Sir P. Arunachalam for the 
purpose of forming a Chen Tamil Paripalana Sabhai with 
a view to the revival of the study of the Tamil Language 
and Literature. 

—Aug. 3 - Death at Colombo at the age of 29 of Mr. A. 
Paramanathan who is believed to be the first Jaffna Tamil 
to enlist in the Army. See Note 352. 

— Aug. -P. Nicholas Mudaliyar, Head clerk of the Jaffna 
Kachcheri, appointed Extra Office Assistant to the Gov- 
ernment Agent, Jaffn 2 i. See Note 434. 

— Aug. - A woman residing near about the Jaffna Civil 
Hospital gives birth at one time to four children, two 
males and two females— all still born. 

—Aug. 20 - One Rupee currency notes issued. 

—Aug. 23 -A lecture delivered at the Jaffna Central College 
Hall by the Revd. Fr, Le Goc on the “Power of Organi- 
sation.’* 

— Aug. 31 - The Sugar Refineries Company dispenses with the 
services of Mr, Weigel and appoints Mr. Mac Glashan as 
Works Manager. 

—Sep. 1 - Sir William Twynam presents the whole of his 
valuable collection of the products and industries of Jaffna 
to St. John’s College, Chundicully. See Note 363. 

—Sept. 13 - Mr. Mac Glashan assumes duties as the General 
Manager of the Ceylon Sugar Refineries Ltd. 

— Sept. - Death at Slave Island^ Colombo, of Dr. L, A. Valla- 
dares, l. m. & s. (Bombay), He was practising at Jaffna 
for some years and was very popular here. 

—Sept 29 - Death at Jaffna at tlJe age of 80 of the Revd. Ft. 
Jacques Batayron, O. M. I. He was a good classical 
scholar. 

—Oct. 13 - The Local Board area of Jaffna divided into three 
wards: — 1st Central Ward, consisting of Pettah, Karaiyoor, 
Chundicully and Passayoor,' 2nd Western Ward, consisting^ 
of Vannarponne S. W. Moor Street, Navanthurai, 
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Vannarponne N. W., and Vannarponne N. E, and 3rd 
Eastern ward, consisting of Nallur, Tinnevely West 
Chiviateru W. &E. and Colombuturai West and East. 

1917 - -Nov. 3 • Death at Vannarponne of Mr. A. Mootootambypillai, 

a good Tamil scholar and author of some popular Verna- 
cular School Books. See Note 353, 

—Nov. 12 - The first large size tyre turned out by the Garage 
and Taxicab Company's mills. 

—Nov. 30 - Lance Corporal R. Aiyadurai, a Jaffna young man, 
killed in action in the great European War. See Note 430 

—Dec. 1 - Mr. P. Vytilingam, Advocate, succeeds Mr. P. C. 
Coomaraswamy as Police Magistrate of Pt. Pedro and 
Chavakachcheri • 

—Dec. 1 - Death at Velanai of V. Muttiahpillai, Maniagar of 
the Islands Division of Jaffna. 

— Dec. 2 - Death at Punnalai Kadduvan of K. Sithamparapillai, 
Land -owner. 

—Dec. - Mr. C. Sundralingam, a Jaffna young man and Science 
Scholar from St. Joseph's College, Colombo, wins the Lub- 
bock Memorial Prize of the University of London. 

—Dec. - A Memo on the Karachi Irrigation Scheme submitted 
to the Land Development Committee by Mr. Advocate 
Talaivasingham. 

— Dec. 31 - The biennial election for the Jaffna Local Board. 
Mr. R. R. Nalliah for ward No, 1, Mr. C. Kanaga- 
sabai for ward No. 2, and Mr. C. Arulampalam for ward 
No. 3. See Note 354. 

—Dec. 27 - A Lecture on the “Cult of the coming man" de- 
livered at the Ridgeway Memorial Hall by Swaniy Shar- 
vananda. 

1918— Jan. 4 - The Government Gazette notifies that December 28, 

29, 30, 31, have been approved as public holidays in subs- 
titution for Ash-Wednesday, Ascension day, the Accesion 
day of his Majesty the King and the Prince of Wale's 
Birthday. 

—Jan. 9 -Death at Keerimalai of Mr, S. Cathiravelpillai, for 
many years shroff of the Colombo Branch of the now de- 
funct Oriental Bank Corporation. See Note 355, 

—Jan. 11 - Death at Mathagal of Sabina Sandrasagara, mother 
of Mudaliyar Jos. N. Satidrasagra. Maniagar, Valigamam 
West. 
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1918— Jan. 15 > Reception accorded at the Ridgeway Memorial Hall 
. to Mudaliyar A. Naganather, j. p. u. p. m. in honour of his 
being invested with the rank of Mudaliyar of the Gover- 
nor's Gate. See Note 347. 

—Jan. 22 < The Jaffna Police Sports come off at the Police 
Grounds, the full Band of the Ceylon Police being in at- 
tendance. 

—Jan. 23 - Death at Jaffna of Charles Alfred Johnpulle, retired 
Station Master, C. G. R. 

—Jan. 27 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. Bastiampillai Saverimuttu, 
Merchant, who traded chiefly on Beche-de-mer. 

- Jan. 29 < A farewell demonstration at Kankesanturai to Dr. 
J. R. Jeremiah on the eve of his departure to Mullaitivu. 

—Feb. 6 - Mr. P. J. Rajah, Salt-Storekeeper, Tondamannar, ap- 
pointed Maniagar of Delft. See Note 356. 

— Feb. 6 - Mr. Somasundaram, son of Maniagar Muttiahpillai, ap- 
pointed Maniagar of the islands. See Note 357. 

Feb. 6 • Mr. S. M. Rasiah of the Jaffna Government Salt Store, 
appointed Salt-Storekeeper, Tondamannar. See Note 358. 

—Feb. • Mr. C. Arularnpalam, Advocate, appointed a member of 
the Excise Advisory Committee for the Jaffna Local Board 
area vice Mr. A. Cathiraveiu resigned. 

—Feb. 15 - The Government Gazette notifies that the Police 
Tax for the town of Jaffna has been fixed at five per 
cent on the annual value of houses, buildings, lands, etc, 

—March. 1 • Mr. William Wadsworth assumes duties as Addi- 
tional District Judge of Colombo. See Note 359. 

—March. 1 - Dr. G. S. Mather appointed Registrar of Births and 
Deaths of Locality No. 2 of Jaffna Town vice Dr. M. 
Chellappa retired. See Note 407. 

—March. - A commission appointed to report on the methods 
of improving the breeds of cattle and other live stock in 
the Island. 

— March. - The money lending bil^ which was brought into 
council at the instance of the Hon. Mr.*Balasingam, passed. 

—March. 7 - Death at Jaffna of Mary Annamuttu, relict of Mr. 
S. Pedropillai. See Note 362. 

-March* 22 - The 91st Birthday of Sir William TwynaoL On 
this day was laid by Miss Twynam, in the grounds of St. 
John’s College, Chundicully, the ^foundation stone of the 
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1918~:Museum for housing Sir William’s unique collection of 
Jaffna pioducts and industries, already presented by him 
to that College. See Note 363. 

1918— March. 24 - Death at Queen’s Cottage, NewaraEliya, of His Ex- 
cellency Sir John Anderson. K. c. B. See Note 364. 

—March. 25 - Death of I’edropillai, President Moopu of St Se- 
bastian’s Church, Karampan. 

—April - The Ceylon Safety Matches Manufacturing Company 
started. 

—April. 10 - Death at Changuvely of Mr. Kasinather Vytilin- 
gam. Merchant Planter and Renter. He was well and 
widely known and much respected for his philanthropy 
and munificence. See Note 320. 

—April 17 - Mr. F. O, Hopman arrives and assumes duties as 
District Inspector of Telegraphs of the Northern Province 
in place of the late Mr. V. Muttucoomaru, who died sud- 
denly at Trincomalie, when on official duty. Mr. Hopman 
is a son-in-law of Mr. James De Niese, the well-known 
artist of Jaffna. 

—April 18 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. P. S. Ji Chrysostom, Proctor^ 
S. C. See Note 365. 

—April. 24 - Karaiyoor Reclamation Prison closed, 

— May. 2 - Two cases of plague reported from Ft. Pedro. Both 
removed to hospital and both proved fatal. 

— May. 2 - Death at Jaffna from enteric fever of Mr. A. N. 
Santiago, Barrister-at-law. See Note 366. 

—May. 3 - Death at Archbishop’s House, Colombo, of the Rev. Fr. 
Ch. Massiet, O. M. 1. He was 67 years old and spent 42 
years in Ceylon. 

—May. 3 - Death at Hambantotte of Dr. Vathacan, Medical 
Officer. He was connected with the faffna Civil Hospital 
for some time. 

—May. - Unprecedented rise in the price of cloth. Horrocks 
and chintz rise from 25 cts to 75 cts. per yard. 

— May. 7 -A party of twenty men who attended a cremation at 
Allavetty, and who took shelter under a huge banyan 
tree as it drizzled then, were struck by lightning. They 
were taken senseless to the hospital but recovered afterwards. 
Some had their hair singed and others bore scald marks 
in different parts of the body. 
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1918 — May - Sadu Sunder Singh, a Christian Evangelist of India, 
arrives in Jaffna and preaches in different centres. His 
addresses are characterised by intense earnestness and 
simplicity of language with apt illustrations. 

—May. 18 - The 25th anniversary of the foundation of the Papal 
Seminary at Kandy. See Note 367, 

—May. 21 • The unveiling by His Excellency, jthe acting Gov- 
ernor, at the P. W. D. Office, Colombo, of the Portrait of 
the late Armstrong Mudaliyar, District Engineer. 

— May, - The" old reredos of St. Mary’s Church, Kayts, burnt. 

—May. 23 -The arrack rents of Jaffna and Mannar bought 
by Mr. Kathirasapillai for Rs. 232,500 and Rs. 65,555 respec- 
tively and that of Mullaitivu by Mr. Vallipuram for Rs. 
27,555. 

—June 2 - Death at Jaffna of C. Mudaliyar Muttiah. He was 
a public-spirited and independent gentleman and widely 
respected. 

—June. 3 - Mudaliyar Jos. N. Sandrasagara, Maniagar of Vali- 
gamam West,^ appointed a j, p. for the Jaffna District See 
Note 368. 

— June. 7 - The shed put up at the Government Salt Store pre- 
mises by the Jaffna Local Board declared a public slaugh- 
ter house. 

—June. 11 - Death of Sittampala Mudaliyar Malavarayer of 
Puttoor, well known as the ** Jaffna Millionaire.” 

- -June. 12 - At a general meeting of the Colombuturai— Poona- 
karai Co-operative Credit Society held at the Colombuturai 
Sivite School and presided over by Mr. B. Horsburgh, 
G. A, Mr, V. M. Muttukumaru, Maniagar, and President 
of the Society, traced its origin and growth and described 
the benefits conferred by its working on the people of 
both localities. 

— J une. 14 - Mr. M. Kanagasabai appointed Additional Asst. Col- 
lector of Jaffna. See Note 24^ 

—June. -The contributions in Colombo to the Red-Triangle 
War Fund, reach half a lakh of rupees, the share allotted 
to Ceylon being one lakh. 

-^June. - Death of the Rev. George l.)aniel, retired incumbent of 
St. John’s Church, Cliundicully. He was a convert and 
throughout his long life of 85 years maintained his zeal 
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for the cause to which he devoted himself. See Note 
369. 

1918-- June. 30 - Hon. Mr. Sabapathy accorded a grand reception at 
Trincomalie on his way to Batticaloa. 

—July. 6 - Public reception accorded to Mudaliyar Jos. N. Sanv 
drasagara at the Jaffna College grounds in honour of his 
being invested with the title of Justice of the Peace. Mr. 
B. Horsburgh, G. A. presided. See Note 368. 

July. • Small-pox, which was prevailing at Mannar for some time 
past, subsides. 148 cases reported up to the end of June 
with 17 deaths. 

—July. 11 - A meeting held in Colombo, presided over by the 
Hon. Mr. Balasingham, in which it was resolved to form 
a Benevolent Association for Ceylon Tamils. 

—July. - The Pope grants the Medal, "Bene Merenti’*, to Mr. 
Jos. Abraham, Head Master, St. Michael’s College, Bati- 
ticaloa, for 35 years. He was an Old Boy and Teacher 
of the Jaffna Boy's Seminary. 

—July, 12 - The little chapel and presbytery built at Navat- 
kadu burnt. 

—July. 15 • Mr. Alfred Hart of the International Bible Students 
A.<(sociation, commences a series of lectures, illustrated by 
Magic Lantern slides at the Central and St. John's Colleges. 
The lectures are on Bible History. 

—July, 17 - The inauguration of the Boarder’s Union in con- 
nection with Hartley College, Point-Pedro. 

—July. 20 - Old Boy’s day celebration* at the Jaffna College, 
when a portrait of the late Samuel Hensman was un- 
veiled. See Note 157. 

—July - A leopard ' strays into the peninsula, and causes 
great panic. It mauled two persons at Uduthurai and five 
at Chiviatheru. It was shot and the carcass removed to 
the Jaffna Kachcheri. The animal is a male one, full 
grown, measuring 6 feet 6 ins. A sensational incident of 
a similar sort occurred half a century ago. 

—July -The Jubilee celebration of the Udupiddy Boarding 
School. 

—Aug. 24 • The Episcopal Silver Jubilee of His Lordship the 
the Right Rev. Dr. Henry Joulain, O. M. I., Bishop of Jaffna, 
celebrated with great eclat ; His Excellency the Dele- 
gate Aplostolic to the East Indies, His Grace ithe Arch- 
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bishop of Colombo and the Bishops of Kandy and Trin- 
comalie being present. 

1918— Aug. 29 - Death at Pallai of Muttutamby, Maniagar of Pachii 
lapaly. 

—Sept. - An epidemic fever, said to be Bombay fever, breaks 
out, and spreads out all over the peninsula, causing many 
deaths. 

—Sept. 7 - Shakespeare’s Othello and Wilson Barrette’s drama- 
tised novel. The sign of the cross,’ staged at St John’s 
College, in aid of the Anderson Memorial. Mr. E. B, Den- 
ham, Director of Education, who witnessed the perform- 
ance, expressed it. as his opinion that in all South India 
it would not be possible to come across a dramatic per- 
formance of such high order. 

—Sept. 11 - Death at Colombuturai of Brother V. Michael, S. 
S. J. He was a convert from a heathen family of Trin- 
comalie and was at the head of the Industrial Depart- 
ment of St. Joseph's Orphanage. 

—Sept. - Rice, hitfierto selling at 18 cents, rises to 30 cts a 
measure. The generality of the people are put to great 
straits. 

—Sept 14 - Through the munificence of Mr. Karalapillai, Broker, 
Colombo, cloth to the value of Rs. 10,000 begins to be 
distributed to the poor of Jaffna in different centres. 

—Sept. 24 - Death at Uduvil of Ramanather Swaminather, Ud- 
aiyar. 

—Sept - Ceylon mails despatched between 7th and 11th instants 
reported lost. 

— Sept • Death of V. K. Rajanayagam of the Avissawela Bar, 
son of Proctor Kathiravelpillai of Jaffna and nephew of 
the late T. Chellappapillai, retired chief Justice of Tra- 
vancore. 

—Oct 1 - Mr. C. N: Deva Raja elected an unofficial member 
of the Local Board area. 

—Oct 2 - M. S. Ramalinga Mkdaliyar, Chief Mudaliyar 
of the Jaffna Kachcheri, holds an “At Home” in his new 
built house at Vannarponne. A large and distinguished 
attendance including the Government Agent, Mr. Hors- 
burgh, grace the occasion with their presence. 

—Oct. -The Influenzal Pandemic rages all over the island, 
causing great distress among people of all classes. 
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1918— Oct. 3 - Death of the Rev. Samuel Abraham. 

—Oct. 8 - Death at Jaffna from pneumonia of Mudaliyar B. 
Francis* Registrar of Lands, Jaffna. He was an able, and 
talented officer, quite up to the mark. See Note 372. 

— Oct, 11 - Death at Colombo from pneumonia of Mr. William 
Saverimuttu, Shroff of the General Post Office. 

— Oct. 17 - Death of the Rev. Fr. S. M. Vas, Parish Priest of 
Delft. 

—Nov. - The high rise in the price of the staple article of 
food entails great hardship on the poor. A bag of Muttu • 
samba goes up to Rs. 25. 

—Nov. 2 - Death at Chillalai, at the age of 71, of Mr. Soosai- 
pillai Innasitamby, a reputed native physician of Valigamam 
West See Note 373. 

— Nov. 10 - Looting in Jaffna ; continued the two following 
days at Chunnakam and Point Pedro. See Note 374. 

Nov. 11 - Signing of the armistice at the eleventh hour (11 
o’clock.) See Note 375. 

—Nov. 17 - A storm of wind and rain, unprecedented in the 
annals of Jaffna, commences and continues. Houses and 
compounds flooded and hundreds of people rendered 
houseless and foodless. Relief Fund started. .See Note 376. 

— Nov. 23 - Mr, M. J, Pillainayagam, assessor of the Jaffna 
Local Board, appointed Maniagar of Karachi. 

— Dec. 23 - Ordination of the Rev. J. S. Retnathicam of the C. 
M. S., Jaffna. 

— Dec. 25 • A new ten-room building, erected in the McLeod 
Hospital Grounds, Inuvil, and known as the SommerVille 
Ward, opened by Miss Susan Howland, See Note 418. 

—Dec. 28 - Advocate M. A. Arulanandam, and Dr. Nallamma 
Murugasan, take part in the AlMndia Social Conference. 

1919 — ^Jan. 11 - The C. M. S. Centenary celebrations at Jaffna com- 

mence and continue till the 13th. The Bishop of Dor- 
nakal is present and preaches in all the services. 

—Jan, 14 - The foundation of the new church of St. Joseph 
at Anuradhapura laid by Rev. Fr. C. A. Boury o. m. i, 

Wan. 15 - H. E. Sir William Manning accompained by the 
Hon. Robert Trefusis,, P. S. and Mrs. Trefusis, arrives in 
Jaffna. Addresses are read to him by the Jaffna Local 
Board and by the inhabitants of the District. H. E. visits 
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—Government Officee* Public Institutions and places of in- 
terest *and leaves for Elephant Pass on the evening of 
the 19th instanu 

1919— Jan. 15 - Mr. William Adam Clough of Karadivu presented 
with the I. s. o. medal for good and efficient service in the 
F. M. S. See Note 377. 

—Jan. 20 - Reception accorded to Mr. T. C. Jayaratnam, 1. 

Assistant Commissioner, Central Provinces, India, at the 
Jaffna Wesleyan Central College. See Note 400. 

-Jan. - Rev. K. C. McPherson, b. a., Headmaster, Trinity College, 
Kandy, arrives in Jaffna to act for the Rev. Mr. Thompson, 
Principal. St. John’s College, Chundicully, who leaves for 
England. 

- Jan. 22 - Death at Naranthanai of Mariapillai, widow of 
Pedropillai, a distinguished physician of the Islands^ and 
mother of Rev. Brother Ignatius, s. s. j. 

—Jan. 27 - An “At Home'’ held at St. Patrick’s College, by the 
staff and old boys of the college, to ^e leave of the 
Rev, Fr. Francis who was professor of the college for 
several years, and who has been appointed to take charge 
of the Jaffna Catholic Guardian. 

—Feb, 3 - Dr. W. P. Morris, M. D. delivers at the Central Col- 
lege an interesting lecture on “Hook-Worm,” illustrated 
by Magic Lantern slides. 

—Feb. 4 - The members of the Jaffna Bar hold an ”At Home,” 
in the grounds of the Ridgeway Memorial Hall, in honour 
of Sir Anton Betram, Chief Justice. 

—Feb. - Messrs K, Thambaiyg; S. Subramaniam and S. M. 
Coomarasoorier, appointed members of the Jaffna Dictrict 
Road Committee. 

—Feb. - Mr. W. F. Ratnagopal, Superintendent of Works, Local 
Board, appointed Superintendent, Minor Roads, Jaffna. 

—Feb. - The ’’Young Hindu’ - a magazine intended for the 
young— converted into a monthly and enlarged in tuze, 
under the management of C. N. Deva Rajan of the 
staff of Ramanathan College, and the editorship of Mr. 
C. Arulampalam, Advocate, Jaffna. 

Feb. 7 - Death at Jaffna of His Lordship Dr. Henry Joulain, 
o. M. I. The next morning the body, robed in full ponti- 
ficals, was exposed in the hall of St. Charles and later 
removed to the Episcopal Chapel, where it lay in state 
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till the following Monday evening, when it was placed in 
a superb coffin and taken in a long, solemn and impres- 
sive procession to the Cathedral* and placed on the cata- 
falque that stood in the centre. The next morning after 
High Mass at which His Grace, the Archbishop of Colom- 
bo officiated, the coffin was laid in the grave prepared in 
front of the main altar within the sanctuary. The Bishops 
of Kandy and Trincomalee took part in the service. The 
leading Europeans and other high officials in. Jaffna were 
also present See Note 378. 

1919— Feb. 14 - Dr. P. E. Peiris, District Judge, Jaffna, pays a visit 
to the Nayanmarkadu Hospital. See Note 69. 

— Feb. 26 - Death of the Rev. Samuel Veerakatty. 

— ^Feh. 26 - The members of the Jaffna Bar meet at the District 
Court House to bid farewell to Dr. P. E. Peiris, who leaves 
Jaffna the same evening, having been appointed Additional 
District Judge of Colombo. Hon’ble A. Kanagasabai as- 
sumed. work as District Judge the following day. 

•—Feb. 28 - Mr. A. E. Christofelsz, P. M., Jaffna, transferred to 
Badulla. 

Mar. 1 • New paying wards opened in connection with the 
Jaffna Civil Hospital. See Note 431, 

— Mar. 1 - Dr. A. Visuvalingam opens a dispensary in the town 
of Jaffna. 

—March, - Mr. Denham, Director of Education, proposes to build 
a Technical School in the Jaffna Peninsula. 

— Mar. 9 - Death at the ripe old age of 90 of Mrs. Parker> 
widow of the late Dr, Parker. See Note 382. 

—Mar. - The toddy rents of Jaffna for 1919-1920 realize Rs. 
377,535— an increase of Rs. 19,730 over that of the previ- 
ous year. 

—Mar. 20 - The Jaffna Police sports held at the esplanade and 
continued till the 22nd instant. 

—Mar. - The Jaffna Tamil Residents of Battii Gaja make ar- 
rangements to offer five scholarships to the Director of 
Education, Ceylon, tenable in the Jaffna Technical School. 

—April. 12 - Mr. W. Sinnatamby, son-in-law of P. Nicholas Muda- 
liyar, appointed Superintendent of Works, Jaffna Local 
Board. See Note 434. 

-^April. 12 - Mr. B. Horsburgh, G. A., Idaves Jaffna, being appoint- 
ed Controller of Revenue, Colombo. Mr. B. Constantine 
succeeds him in Jaffna. 
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1919— April. - Announcement received pf the death of Capt. R. B. 
Constantine, son of Mr, B. Constantine, G. A„ N. P, The 
deceased was 24 years of age and was born in Ceylon. 

—April. - Rinderpest breaks out in Jaffna. 

— April. 14 - Death at Colombo of Mr, M. M. Thurai Rajasingam, 
son of the late Mudlr. J. T, Muttiah, Chief Interpreter, 
Supreme Court. See Note 383. 

April. 19 - Death at Vannarponne, of Mr. S. Thambiahpillai, 
Proctor, S. C. See Note 384. 

— April. - Mr. Simcock, the expert sent to Jaffna by Messrs 
Harrison & Crossfield to start the cement industry, com- 
pletes his investigations and returns to Colombo. 

—April. 24 - Death at Karampan from paralysis of Thankam, 
wife of Mr. S. Soosaipillai, tJdaiyar of Kayts, and mother 
of S. Santiapillai, Local Board, Jaffna. 

April. - The Hon. Ramanathan secures a plot of land at 
Tinnevely for the purpose of erecting a new college* 

—April. - Mr. A. M, Tampoe Philips, B. A*, L. L. B., Cantab, a son 
of Mr. J. E. Philips, Planter, Pallai, and grandson of Mr. 
T. M. Tampoe, retired P. M. of Jaffna, establishes him- 
self in practice at Singapore. He is the third Barrister- 
at-law to settle in the Straits. 

—April, 28 • Inquiry into the claims for Riot damages com- 
menced to be made at Jaffna, Mallagam and Chavagach- 
cheri and continued till the 30th instant. See Note 374. 

— May. 9 - Food control introduced for the first time in the 
history of the Island. Mr. B. Horsburgh appointed Food 
Controller. The average monthly consumption of 30,000 
tons of rice cut down to 20,000. 

—May. 10 - Death at Sandilipay of Rao Bahadur Murugasam- 
pillai, retired officer of the Indian Government. He is 
the father of Dr. M. M. Coomaraswamy of Colombo. See 
Note 385. 

— May. - A proposal set on foot to establish an experimental 
station and agricultural schooi^at Jaffna, of which the es- 
timated cost is Rs. 30,000. 

- May. - The Food Production Committee ask Government to 
sell lands adjoining the Karachi Tank with a view to 
paddy cultivation. 

—May. 16 - Death at Tellippalai . of E. Arumainayagam, Chief 
Clerk, Sanitary Board, Jaffna Kachcheri. 
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1919— May. 25 • Death at Colombo of Mr. S. T. Spencer, Proctor, See 
Note 386. 

—May. - Dr. Gunam, F. Cooke, son of Mr. Thambiah S. Cooke, 
Proctor, Jaffna, obtains the M. B. s. degree, London. See 
Note 417. 

— May. 30 - Every Government Agent and every Assistant Agent 
appointed Deputy Food Controller and empowered to issue 
orders providing for the fixing of maximum prices of 
articles in their respective provinces and districts. 

May. 31 • Death of Dr. John Attigalle, M. D., a former Colonial 
Surgeon of the Northern Province. 

—June. - Death of Mr. V, N. Siyaya, Barrister-atdaw. Sec 
Note 387. 

—June. 2 - Vernacular Teachers’ Conference commenced at Jaff- 
na and closed on the 4th instant. 

—June. 3 - Native rank conferred on Messrs C. S. Kandiah, V. 
Muttukumaru, and T. Karalapillai. 

— June. 5 - The North Ceylon Tennis meet comes 6ff in the 
Jaffna Esplanade. Outside players from India take part. 
Cups are offered by the G. A., N. P., Sir A. Kanagasa- 
bai, Mr, Copmaraswamy, D. J. Batticaloa, and Mr. V. Mar- 
kandu, Planter and Renter. 

—June. 20 - Death at Manipay at the age of 25, of Mr, Nava- 
retnam, son of Mr. S. K. Lawton, the well-known photo- 
grapher. 

—June. 26 -The corner stone of the new Church of theAme* 
rican Mission at Changanai laid by Miss S. R. Howland, 

—June. 28 • Death at Mannar of the Rev. Fr. T. Hyppolyte, o. 
M. 1. an erudite Tamil scholar. 

—June. 30 - Death at Jaffna at the age of 25, of Rosebella 
Ranimtxttamma, wife of Mr. W. D. Niles, the well-known 
advocate, and the daughter of the late Mr. S. T. Arnold, 
an able lawyer and sound Tamil scholar. 

—July. 1 - Mr. S. S. Santiapillai, of the Jaffna Local Board, son 
of Mr. S. Soosaipillai. Udaiyar, Karampan, appointed chief 
clerk. Sanitary Board, Jaffna Kachcheri. 

—July. - Mr. Chinthamani appointed Secretary of the Flood Re- 
lief Committee. 

—July. 19 - The inhabitants of Ceylon of all races and creeds 
join the teeming millions of the British Empire in cele- 
brating the conclusion of Peace between Great Britain 
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and her Allies on one side and Germany on the other. 
The result of the terrible war which had been raging 
for five years has been complete victory for the cause 
of Justice and Liberty against Ambition and Might. 

191i^-^July. 21 - Death of Mr. James Visuvanather (Donald Velupillai). 
He was one of the early adventurers to the Straits. 

—Aug. 1 - A reception accorded to Mr. William Black n hon- 
our of his being appointed Justice of the Peace tor the 
District of Jaffna. See Note 379. 

—Aug. - A shipment of five lakhs of rupee eilver coins received in 
Colombo from Madras. 

—Aug. 1 - Mr. A. S. Johnpillai of the Postal Depai^tment pro- 
moted to Class I. See Note 372. 

—Aug. 4 - Death of David Thambiah, Surveyor, father of Proc- 
tor Thambiah. See Note 250. 

—Aug. 5 - Very Rev. Fr. J. A. Brault, o. M. i., elected Bishop of 
Jaffna. See Note 389. 

—Aug. 8 - Dr. Eddy and Prof. W. T. Hutchins, who came on 
a visit to Jaffna and gave addresses, leave for England, 

—Aug. 8 - An unusually beautiful phenomenon seen in the sky 
when the sun was surrounded by a luminous circle con- 
taining all the colours of the rainbow. 

—Aug. - A series of lectures on First Aid for the benefit of 
Vernacular Teachers, for which arrangements were made 
by the Director of Education, commence. 

—Aug. • The Director of Education makes a promise to provide 
at the expense of Government a school for the training of 
children in industrial and artistic work in Jaffna. See 
Note 381. 

—Aug. 17 - Tlie Brothers of St. Joseph, and the sisters of the 
Holy Family established at Mannar, celebrate the silver 
Jubilee of their arrival in the **Island of Martyrs.” 

>-Aug. 18 - At a meeting of the Freeman Memorial Ward Com- 
mittee held at the Jaffna Law Library, it was decided to 
pay the authorities of the lihivil Hospital a sum of Ra. 
1500 to be devoted for a Maternity Ward for poor pa- 
tients who resort to the Hospital and to be named the 
Freeman Memorial Ward. See Note 395. 

—Aug. 20 -The unveiling by the Major of Colombo of the 
Memorial erected at the General Cemetery, Borella, to the 
Ceylonese fallen in the great European War. 
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1919— Aug. • Mr. H. R. Freeman, formerly Government Agent of 
Jaffna, retires from the service and leaves for England. 

-Aug. -Mr. Gea DeNiese of Kandy obtains 4 prizes and one 
Hon. mention for five paintings he sent in to the Ceylon 
Art Exhibition. 

—Sept 10 - The new two rupee notes put in circulation. 

—Sept - Announcement received of the death of Abraham Pandi- 
ther, well-known for his "Kurunatha Medicines.” 

—Sept 10 - Death at Manipay of Mr. S. K. Lawton, the well- 
known and popular photographer. See Note 390. 

—Sept. 11 - A grand Shakespearean repital in the Hall of St. 
Patrick's College given by Leo. Wallace Young, the renown- 
ed dramatic impressionist. 

—Sept 15 - Reception at the public hall, Colombo, to Mr. C. S, 
Kandiah, Chief Shroff, Government Railways, in honour of 
his being invested with the title of Mudaliyar. 

—Sept. 18 - The Mahajana Sabha started— a movement to form 
people's associations throughout the Island for political,, 
social, and economic improvements. 

—Oct 11 - Death at Kokuvil of M. Thampapillai, first Adigara 
Mudaliyar among the Tamils. See Note 392. 

—Oct. • The draft of an Ordinance for "the Registration of 
Midwives in Ceylon published in the Government Gazette. 

—Oct. 18 - Death of Mr. B. Bell, employed on the Burma 
Railway, for about 15 years. See Note 394. 

— Oct 20 - Arrival in Colombo of the New Colonial Secretary, 
Sir Graeme Thomson. 

—Oct 22 • Mr. A. S. Inayatulla, Riot Compensation clerk, ap- 
pointed Asst Secretly, Local Board, Jaffna, 

—Oct. 25 - Mr. B. Constantine, G. A. N. P., leaves Jaffna on fur- 
lough. 

—Oct. 25 - Mr. H. W. Codrington arrives and assumes duties 
as acting Government Agent of Jaffna. 

—Oct 29 -A lecture on “Forensic Humour” delivered by Mr. 
S. D. TampoOr Advocate, at the Otley Hall. Vaddukod- 
dai. 

—Nov. 3 - A lecture on the “Origin and Styles of Ancient Cey- 
lon Architecture” delivered at the Jaffna Wesleyan Cen- 
tral College Hall, by Andreas Nell 
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1919— Nov. 11 - Death at Hatton of Mrs. Thangamma, relict of 
Arulampala Mudaliyar of the Jaffna Fiscal’s Office. 

—Nov. 28 - Opening of the Freeman Memorial Ward at the 
Inuvil Hospital. See Note 395. 

Dec. - A Society known as the Jaffna Historical Society form- 
ed. See Note 396. 

—Dec. 7 - Mr. Talaivasingham assumes duties as Acting Com- 
missioner of Requests and Police Magistrate of Jaffna 
and Mallagam. 

—Dec. 8 - The Silver Jubilee of the admission to the O. M. I. 
of the Rev. Bra E. Groussault, celebrated in Jaffna. See 
Note 397. 

—Dec. 11 • First Sessions of the Ceylon National Congress held 
at the Public Hall, Colombo. 

—Dec. 19 - Mudaliyar J. G. Puvimanasinghe, Interpreter, Dis- 
trict, Court, Jaffna, presented with a gold medal by the 
members of the Jaffna Bar, on his retirement from the 
public service. 

—Dec. • Mr. Ernest Abraham of the P. W. D., Colombo, wins 
the first prize in the all Ceylon competition for the best 
design of the Victory Column proposed to be erected in 
Colombo. Bee Note 398. 

—Dec. 23 • Death at Manipay, at the age of 86 of Mr. Joel 
Fitch, Evangelist. Bee Note 424. 

—Dec. - Mr. Alfred M. Handy, a son of the late Rev. Charles 
Handy, B. A. appointed Private Secretary to the Chief Jus- 
tice, Straits Settlements (Sir John Bucknil K. c. ) in suc- 
cession to his brother Mr. J. T. N. Handy, who has re- 
ceived appointment in the Straits Civil Service. 

—Dec. 31 - The Biennial Election of members for the Jaffna 
Local Board. Messrs R.R. Nalliah. C. Arulampalam, and 
M^Asaipillai, elected respectively for the Central, Eastern 
and Western Wards. See Note 399. 

1920— Jan. 5 - Death at Jaffna of V. F. Joseph, P. W. D., Negombo, 
and of Mrs. Joseph. This is %e first instance in the 
town of both husband and wife passing away on the 
same day. 

—Jan. 6 - Death at Colombo of A.D. Saverimuttu, Cashier, Walker 
Sons &Co. See Note 180. 

—Jan. 7 -First intimation received with rogard to the price 
of rice to be supplied to Ceylon. 
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1920— Jan. - The new one cent stamp put in circulation. 

— Jan. 9 - First meeting of the Jaffna Historical Society held 
at the J affna Central College Hall, when Rasanayaga Mu- 
daliyar. Secretary of the District Court of Jaffna, read a 
paper on “Achchunan.” 

—Jan. 13 - Death at the General Hospital, Colombo, of Miss 
Elizabeth, the infant daughter of Mr. H. W. Codring ton, G. 
A.. N. P. 

— Jan. 14 - Death of Mr^ M. Ayniahpillai, a well-known member 
of the Moorish community of Jaffna, and one of the old- 
est and most popular shop keepers of the town. See Note 
425. 

—Jan. 18 - Death at Calcutta of John Chinnadurai, Secretary. 
Y. M. C. A., Nagpur, and second son of the Rev. S, 
Eliathamby, Pastor, Uduvil. 

— Jan. 22 - The building of the V. S. Oriental College at 
Chunnakam completed and the purificatory Sancte Cere- 
monies performed. 

— ^Jan. 23 - A meeting of the Jaffna Historical Society. Revd. 
Fr. Gnanapragasar, o. M. i., reads a paper on “The Kings of 
Jaffna and their forgotten Coins”. 

—Jan. 27 - Messrs J. S, Mather, N, K. Nalliah, and Ramalin- 
gam Samuel, ordained in Colombo as full ministers of the 
Wesleyan Church. 

—Feb. 4 - Announcement made in the Legislative Council of 
the formation of a new Department to be known as the 
‘Food* Production Department* 

» Feb. 6 - At a meeting of the Jaffna Historical Society held 
at the Jaffna Association Rooms, Mr. H. W. Codrington 
reads a paper on **A few notes on the Re-construction of 
the History of Jaffna.** 

—Feb. 13 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. Thambyah S. Cooke, Proctor, 
S. C. See Note 400. 

—Feb. 15 • Cqpsecration at Colombo of the Rt Rev. Dr. Jules 
Andrew Brault, o. m. i., as Bishop of Jaffna. 

—Feb. 15 - Rice rationing started in Jaffna. 

— Feb. 16 - The new church of St. Joseph at Kayts blessed 
by the Rev. Fr. Aseervatham. 

— Feb. 17 - A reception accorded to His Lordship Dr. J. A, 
Brault; the new Bishop of Jaffna, at the Kotahena Young 
Men's Association Hall, when a laxge and representative 
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gathering of Jafltoa Catholics and Old Boys of St Patrick*a 
was present. A special feature of the foncdon 
^ the offer, made by Mr. Samuel F. Johnpullae. Head 
UCTk, Loan Board. Colombo, and accepted by HBa Lord- 
thousand rupees for founding a sdiolar- 
amp mtended to educate a poor but intelligent Catholic 
youth, and commemorate His Lordship’s elevation to the 
macoimte. The new ^Episcopal Throne fitted up at the 
jmna Cathedral was also presented to His Lordship on 
this occasion. See Note 401. 

1920-F^ » -The Ceylon deputation to the Viceroy of India re 
e iswe of rice to Ceylon by the Indian Government 
**** Indian train. The deputation consisted of 
M A c Mudaliyar A. E. Rajapakse. Hon. 

Mr. A. &papathy. Messrs E. G. Adamaly. M. S H. Ada- 
maly. M. S. H. Abdul Ally, V. P. Somasundram. M. C Raju, 

—w K ^ Muttukrishna. 

-Feb. M. Death at Jaffna of Mary Magdalene, relict of Jacob 
A Tisseverasinghe. Notary Public. See Note 104. 

-•F^23-A lecture on “Westminister and the House of 
ParliamOTt" delivered at the Central College Hall, by the 
Right Hon, Sir John Randles, m. p. 

Feb. 24 • The new Local Government Ordinance passed. 

—Feb. 25 - Arrival in Jaffna of His Lordship Dr. J, A. Brault, 

O. M. I., the hew Bishop of Jaffna. See Note 388i 

— ^ Jodiua of ChanganaL 

—Feb. 27 - Mr. B. Constantine, G. A., M. p., returns from Enriand 
and resumes duties. 

—Mar. 1 - Mr. V. Murugasapillai of Sherman Lodges* Vannar- 
^nne^ donate a sum of Rs. 500 to St. Patrick’s 
for the education of a poor deserving student This scholar- 
18 in m^ry of his deceased wif^ Sdvakanmany 
.Ammal. See Note 40L 

Chief Cletfc 

the Provincial Road Committee and Secretary of the 
Local Board, Anuradhapura, 

*• appointed assistant to 

Dr, Curr at the Ihuvil .Hospital. See Note 402. 

-Mm. 6. His Excellency Sir W. H. Manning leaves for Eng- 
land, and Sir Graeme Thompson sworn in as Acting 
Governor of Ceylon. ^ 

—Mar. - A recdvingPost Office opened at 
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1920— Mar, 7 - Death at Jaffna of Mr. George Stanhope Aseex- 
vatham. See Note 403. 

—Mar. 12 - Death at Uduvil of the Rev. G. G. Brown of the 
American Mission. He was for some years Principal o^ 
the Jaffna College. See Note 404. 

— Mar. - Mr. C. L. Wickremmesinge assumes duties as Police 
Magistrate, Jaffna. 

— Mar. 18 - G. Rajanayaga Mudaliyar, Secretary D. C., Jaffna, 
delivers a lecture at the St. John’s College Hall on “The 
outline of the History of Ceylon.” 

—Mar. 20 > Ordination at the Jaffna Cathedral of the Rev. 
Bro. Abraham. This is the first ordination held by the 
new Bishop of Jaffna, Mgr. Brault, o. M, i. 

—Mar. 20 - Dedication of the new church built at Delft by 
the native Evangelical Society. 

—Mar. 24. - At a meeting of the Jaffna Historical Society. Mr. 
S. R.*Rajaretnam, a a.. Advocate, reads a paper on “Cey- 
lon and tlie. Chola Empire. Part I (a Study in Imperial 
History). 

—April. 1 - The “Ceylon Observer”, the first Ceylon newspaper, 
established 4th Feb. 1834, passes from private ownership 
into the hands of a new company, “The Ceylon Observer 
Ltd." See Note 107. 

—April. 5 - The new house of Mr. Joseph Cherubim blessed 
by His Lordship Dr, J. A. Brault, o. m, i. in the presence 
of a large and representative gathering. 

—April. 10 - His Lordship Dr. J. A. Brault, o. M. i.. Bishop of 
Jaffna, leaves here en route to Europe, taking steamer 
from Colombo on the 23rd. 

- -April. 14 - The new Salaries Scheme involving an expendi- 
ture of 7X million rupees per annum passed. 

—April. 20 - Sir A. Kanagasabai, who acted as District Judge 
of Jaffna for 14 months, retires : Mr. G. W. Wbodhouse 
succeeds him. See Note 427, 

—April. - P. C. Nicholas Mudaliyar promoted to class V of 
the Ceylon Civil Service. See Note 434. 

—April. - Dr. W. A. Rogers of Ipoh created a J. P. 

—April. 24 - At a meeting of the Jaffna Historical Society held 
at the Jaffna Central Collie Hall, the Hon. Mr. Bala- 
singham delivers a lecture on the “Aryans”. 
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1920— May. 1 • A life size portrait in oil of the Hon’ble Mr. Hors- 
burgh who was Government Agent of the Northern Pro- 
vince, presented to the Kachcheri by the officers. This 
is the fourth of its kind done to perpetuate the memory 
of the Government Agents who have held office in the 
Northern Province, the three others being those of Sir 
William Twynam, Mr. R. W. levers, and Mr. J. P. Lewis. 

—May. 3 - H, E. Sir Graeme Thompson, Acting Governor, visits 
Jaffna. He is accompanied by Lady Thompson. 

—May. 7 - Rev. Fr. C. Beaud assumes duties as Director of 
St. Joseph’s Orphanage, Colombogam. See Note 405. 

—May. 10 - The celebration by Mr. & Mrs. William Mather 
of the Golden Jubilee of their marriage. 

—May. 17 • The card system of food rationing suspended in 
the Jaffna Maniagar’s division, 

—May. 23 - Arrival in Colombo of Dr. Gunam F. Cooke, M. B. 
B. s. (Lond) L. R. c. P., M. R. c. s. (Eng.) eldest son of Mr. 
Thambiah S. Cooke, Proctor. See Note 417. 

—May. 26 - The centenary of the foundation of the Holy Fa- 
mily of Bordeaux celebrated at the Holy Family Convent, 
Jaffna. See Note 126. 

—May. • Mr. M, A. P. Sandrasagra, son of Mudaliyar Jos. N. 
Sandrasagra, j. p., Maniagar, Valikamam West, comes off 
successful in the London Matriculation Examination, 

—May. 31 - A reception accorded to Mr. Henry Peto, M. A. 
(Cantab), the new Principal of St John’s College, by the 
masters and boys of the College. 

—June. 3 - Birthday honours conferred on Mr. Philip Moses^ 
Gate Mudaliyar C. M. Chinniah, P.C. Nicholas Mudaliyar^ 
M. S. Ramalinga Mudaliyar and Messrs C. Rasanaya- 
gam and S. Vaithianathan. See Note 406. 

—June. - An honorarium of Rs. 250 granted to Mr. A. Ku- 
maraswamy Pulavar by Goveftlment in recognization and 
encouragement of literary work. See Note 432. 

—June. 9 - A reception held at ’Sirivasa’ Anaikoddai, in honour 
of the investiture of C. M, Chinniah Mudaliyar with the 
title of Adigara Mudaliyar. 

—June, 10 • A thanksgiving service held at St Mary’s Cathed- 
ral, Jaffna, at 5 p. m. and afterwards a reception at his 
residence, Martyn’s Walawoo, Jaffna, in honour of the 
Investiture of Mr. P. Moses with the title of j. P. 
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1920— June. 11 - Death at Manipay of Mr. William Mather, Mana- 
ging Director of the Jaffna Commercial Corporation. See 
Note 407, 

—June. • Lieutenant K. V. Muttukumaru, I. M. S., brother of 
V. M. Muttukumaru Mudaliyar. Maniagar of Jaffna, ap- 
pointed Officer commanding the Bagdad Indian Section 
Hospital, Moultan, Punjab. 

—June. - C. Rajanayaga Mudlr., Secretary, D. C., Jaffna, promoted 
to the post of Deputy Registrar of Colombo. During the time 
he was employed in Jaffna, he proved himself highly efficient 
as an officer and took a prominent part in all public 
movements. See Note 414. 

— June. 16 - Mr. H. A. P, Sandrasagara, President, Ceylon Nation- 
al Association, called to the Bar at the Middle Temple. 

—June. 22 - The Annual Police Sports come off at the Police 
Grounds, Jaffna, 

—June. 23 - Death at Madras of Rao Bahadur K. V. Linghani, 
Presidency Postmaster of Madras. He is a native of Mai- 
lagam. 

—June, - News received of the success in England of Mr. C. 
Sittampalam, in the Mathematical Tripos, Part II. See 
Note 410. 

—July. - A Commission appointed to inquire into, and report on, 
the existing system of Native Headmen, paid and unpaid, 
with a view to its improvement, 

— July. 2 - Death at Nallur of Mr. C. Periathamby, Sub-collector 
of Valvettiturai. He was a good Tamil Scholar. See Note 249. 

—July. - The Jaffna Pood Products Company floated with a 
Capital of Rs. 100,000. 

—July. - The Honorary Rank of Mudaliyar conferred on Mr 
Joseph Gabriel Puvimannasinghe, late Interpreter Mudali> 
yar of the District Court of Jaffna, and that of Mudaliyar 
of the Governor’s Gate on S. Sabaratna Mudaliyar, late 
D^uty Fiscal of Jaffna. 

—July • Publication of the work entitled “Kingdom of Jaffna- 
patam’* by Dr. P. E. Pieris. The book gives an account 
of the administrative organisation of Jaffna in 164% as 
derived from the Portuguese archives. 

—July. 15 - A demonstration of the working of a new pump, in- 
vented by Mr. Varitamby Arumugam of Valvettiturai, for 
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baling large volumes of water, given at the Provincial 
Engineer’s Office* W. P. See Note 411. 

1920— July. - Death at Colombo of Dr. F. G. Spittal, who was Pro- 
vincial Surgeon of Jaffna for some years. 

—July. 17 -The Vadamaradchy Friend-in-need Society formed. 
Mr. P« Vytilingam, Police Magistrate of Point Pedro and 
Chavagachcheri, took the initiative in the movement. 

-'July. 21 - Announcement received of the death in England, on 
the 25th June, of the Rev. J. G. Trimmer, Superintendent of 
the North Ceylon Wesleyan Mission. See Note 433. 

—July. 28 • Death at Colombo, from Cerebral hemorrhage, of A. 
G. Saverimuttu Mudaliyar, Chief Post Master, Colombo. 
He was conferred the title of Mudaliyar for distinguish- 
ed services. His eldest daughter is married to Dr. V. Rat- 
navelu of the Civil Medical Department. 

—July. 29 - Death at Colombo from heart failure of Mr. C. 
Namasivayam, j. P. See Note 412. 

—July, 30 - Mr. S. O. Canagaretnatp, Deputy Fiscal, Jaffna, leaves 
for Batticaloa, having been appointed Chief Mudaliyar of 
the Batticaloa Kachcheri. 

- Aug. 1 - Death at Bombay of B. G. Tilak, the great Indian 
political leader. 

—Aug. 6 -Paddy to the amount of 7,000 buriiels^ the gift of 
Mr. Markandan and brothers and of T. Karalapillai Mu- 
daliyar, commenced to be distributed to the poor in the 
divisions of the different Maniagars of.Jaffna, each pauper 
receiving a quarter bushel of paddy. 

— Aug. 6 - P. Nidiolas Mudaliyar of the Jaffna Kachcheri who 
was recently drafted into the Civil Service, on a merit 
promotion, leaves for Batticaloa, having been appointed Office 
Asst to the Government Agent , and Additional Pblice Ma- 
gistrate, Batticaloa. See Notes 406^434. 

Aug. 7 - The will of the late Mr. Namasivayam produced at 
the Colombo District Court The estate la valued at Rs. 
1.702,435. 30 cents. Movables Rs. 438,23&30 cts. Immovables 
Ks. 1,244,200. See Note 412. 

—Aug. 7- The Sovereign ceases n;o be l^al tender. 

—Aug. 12 - Death at Panadura of Dr. M. Sinnatamby from 
heart failure. See Note 413. 

-Aug.- 18 -Death at Colombo of AnnapuranI, widow of the late 
Dr. Savananiuttu Hallock. See Note 414. 
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1920-»Aiig. 19. * Death at Jaffna of Annaletchumy, wife of Mr. C. Sund- 
ranUpCrC. S., Chief Appraiser, Colombo Customs^ and Asst. De- 
puty Food Controller, Chalmer’s Granaries, Colombo. 

—Aug. 21 • The Hon. Sir A. Kanagasabai appointed Tamil Mem- 
ber of the Legislative Council in lieu of the Hon. Mr. A. 
Sapapathy who is incapacitated owing to ill-health. Mr. 
Sapapathyhas done useful work in Council in connection 
with many important questions. 

—Aug. 22 - A lecture on The Revival of Catholicism in Eng- 
land in the 19th century’ read at the Jaffna Catholic Club 
by Mr. R.C. Fernando, District Engineer, Pallai. 

—Aug. 23 - A home for the . aged and destitute, to be associat- 
ed with the name of the late Mr. William Mather; proposed 
to be erected at a cost of Rs. 100,000. See Note 407. 

— Aug. 25 - Cdebration at Tellipaiai of the sixtieth anniversary 
of the founding of the Tellipaiai Training and Industrial 
School under the American Mission of Jaffna. See Note 415. 

—Aug. 25 • V. M. Muttukumaru Mudaliyar, Maniagar of Jaffna, 
who took, some Jaffna exhibits, such as local made iron 
locks; pruning knives, cloth fans, brooms and leather sandals, 
secures at the show nine silver medals. 

—Aug. 28 • Dr. C Candiah, M. B. c. M. (Madras) the popular 
House Surgeon, Jaffna Civil Hospital, entertained at a 
Farewell dinner at the Jaffna Rest House; on the eve of 
his departure to Europe to obtain British qualifications. 

—Aug. 28 - Death at Maviddapuram of Mr. K. Thambaiya, re- 
tired diroff of the General Treasury. 

—Aug. 29 - The Government Clerical Examination held. 548 can- 
^dates presented themselves. 

- Aug. - Mr. P. J. Sabapathy obtains the licence in Medicine, 
Surgery and Midwifery in the last Medical Examination, 
passing the final In the 1st class and winning the Garvin 
Gold Medal for operative surgery. 

—Aug. • Government sanctions the estimates for the construc- 
tion of the proposed agricultural school in Jaffna. 

—Aug. - The roadside drains in the town of Jaffna are being 
cut, ^^nened and cleared with a view to the easy flow 
offidH water. 

-Aug. - llie Ceylon Legislative Council is allowed by the New 
Reforms only 16 elected members out of a total of 38 
with the Governor to preside. 
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1920--Aug. - Mr. M. Arumug^a Upathiyayar of Vaddukoddai, a Tamil 
Scholar, granted an honorarium of Rs. 250 by Govern- 
ent See Note 416. 

->Aug. • Mrs. S. Sapapathy of Teluk Anson, F. M. S., makes an 
offer of Rs 5,000 to the founding of a scholarship to en- 
able Tamil Christians to prepare for the ministry. 

—Sept. 2 • Dr. Gunam Cooke assumes duties as House Surgeon 
of the Jaffna Civil Hospital vice Dr. C. Candiah who leaves 
for Europe to obtain British qualifications. See Note 417. 

—Sept. 13 - Return to the Island of H. E. Sir William Manning. 

—Sept. 25 • A garden party in the Jaffna Fort to bid farewell to 
Mr. E. B. Denham, late Director of Education in Ceylon. 

—Oct. 1 • Dr. V. Gabriel, Surgeon, Outpatient Department, Gene- 
ral Hospital, appointed lecturer in Anatomy in the Medical 
College. He is a son of the late Vraspillai Adigar of 
Musali. 

—Oct. 1 - Death at Araly of Arumugam Newton Sabapathipil- 
lai, retired overseer. See Note 386. 

—Oct. 1 - Regulations made with regard to the importation of 
British gold coins into Ceylon revoked. 

-Oct. Dr. Mylvaganam, a Jaffna gentleman, appointed P. C. M. O. 
of the State of Mysore. 

—Oct. - Notice published re the Registration of Voters for the 
Northern Constituency. 

—Oct. 21 - A meeting held at Pandaterruppu to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of the first Medical Mission to 
the East started by Dr. John Scudder. Dr. L. R. Scudder 
of the Arcot Mission, a representative of the Scudder 
Family, attended and addressed the centenary meetings. 
See Note 418. 

-Oct -Mr. P. Ramalingam of Nallur comes off successful in 
the Indian Civil Service Examination, taking the first place. 
See Note 419. 

—Oct. 25 - Marrriage of Mr. R. R. Nalliah, Proctor, Jaffna, with 
Miss Somammah, daughter of M. S. Ramalinga Mudali- 
yar, Chief Mudaliyar of the Jaffna Kachdieri. 

—Oct 25 - Marriage of Miss Ksrupainasam, 4th daughter of the 
late R. W. Allegacoen, e. a s., with Mr. S. Saravanamuttu, 
eldest son of the Hon. A. Sapapathy, 

—Oct. 25 - Death at Tinnevcily, South India, of Chelliah Christ- 
maspillai, Rao Sahib. See Note 420. 
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1920-Oct 30 - A farewell function held in the P. W. D. Office 
grounds in honour of Mr. William Black, j. P , on his re- 
tiring from the Public Service. See Note 379. 

—Oct. 31 - A Book Stall opened at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Jaffna. 

-Oct. - News received of the success of Dr. S. G. Sinnatam- 
by, son of Mr. G. V. Sinnatamby of Vaddukoddai and of 
Dr. Thambinayagam Saravanamuttu, grandson of the late Dr. 
Mills of Manipay, in the L. R. c. P. and M. R. c. s. Exam- 
inations of London. 

—Nov. 4 - Death in Madura of the Rev. C. D. Veluppillai from 
fever. He was Pastor at Tellipallai under the American Mis- 
sion. See Note 421. 

—Nov. 7 - Death at Singapore of Dr. J, -M. Handy. See Note 
422. 

—Nov. 11 - Rev. William Goudie, General Secretary of the Wes- 
leyan Missionary So<:iety, and Mr. Robert Simpson, arrive 
in Jaffna on an official visit.* 

'Nov. 12 • Rain commences and continues to fall heavily and 
incessantly, day and night, till the 30th. 

Nov. 12 - The Catholic Church at Maduvil North registered 
for the solemnization of marriages. 

—Nov. 22 - The annual almsgiving by Mr. K. Kathirasapiliai, 
arrack renter. Fifty bags of rice, 2500 cocoanuts and Rs. 
250 distributed. 

-Nov. 25 - Laying of the Foundation stone, by H. E, Sir’ W. 
H. Manning, of the Hostel intended for the Denham 
Scholars from the Vernacular Schools H. E. expressed a 
desire to contribute Rs. 1,200 as a fund for the educa- 
cation of a scholar to be known as the Manning Scholar. 

— Nov. 26 - A drama entitled “Truth Will Out” staged at St. 
Patrick’s College Hall by the Patrician Dramatic Society. 

—Dec. - Total number of voters registered in the Jaffna Dis- 
trict for the Northern Constituency is 13,366. 

—Dec. 9 -The Jaffna Inthirai Oil Mill, the first Oil Mill, erec- 
ted in Jaffna by Kandiah Chetty for the manufacture 
of cocoanut oil, formally opened by Sir W. C. Twynam. 
See Note 423. 

—Dec. 11 - Marriage of H. E. Sir W. H. Manning with Miss 
Olga May Septon, Jones. The ceremony was performed at 
Queen’s House, Colombo, by the Hon. J. G. Fraser, G. A. 
W, P. in his capacity as Provincial Registrar. 
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1920— Dec. 15 - The Rev. Fr. Timothy M. F. Long, O. M. I., a young 
Irish Missionary, who recently arrived in Jaffna, placed on 
The Tutorial Staff of St. Patridc*8 College. 

—Dec. 22 -The Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee of the Rev. Fr. B. A. 
Marcellin, O. M. I., celebrated in Jaffna. 

—Dec. 27 - The Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee of the Rev. Fr. Charles 
Beaud, O. M. I., Manager of Schools under the Catholic 
Mission of Jaffna, celebrated at Colombogam. See Note 405. 

—Dec. 30 - Mr. Samuel F. Johnpulle. Chief Clerk, Loan Board, 
Colombo), Mr. Philip Moses, J. P., and others leave Jaffna, 
to be present at Uie Marian Congress, which is to com- 
mence at Madras, on the 4th January 1921. 





NOTES 

1 


Tbe PflVtotoese visit Ceylon. 

In the year of our Lord 1444 Nicola de Conte^ a Venitian, givei 
a particular account of the taHpot-tree» its leaves, size, etc., and 
describes the mode of preparing cinnamon, and the precious 
gems and pearls that were found in Ceylon. From the fourteenth 
to the sixteenth century, we have much valuable information 
given us by various authors, concerning the trade of the Island ; 
but as our principal business is connected with it after it came 
into the possemon of Europeans, we will at once state, that, in 
1505, the Portuguese, under Don Lorenzo de Almeida, visited the 
Island, and were permitted to trade. ..... History asserts that it 

was chance^ or rather adverse winds, which drove the Portu- 
guese vessels on the shores of Ceylon, whilst in pursuit of some 
moorish pirates whom they had seen sailing in the direction of 
the Maldives, and the winds proving adverse, they sought refuge 
in the Bay of Colombo. «... From a curious antiquarian work in 
Sinhalese, the following description of the Portuguese, their diet, 
and guns is extracted:— *'And now it occurred, in the Christian 
year 1505 that a ship from Portugal arrived and anchored in 
Cdombo. The race of men are exceedingly white and beautiful; 
th^ wear a covering to the feet and head made of iron, and 
they are always in motion. Their drink is the cplour of blood, 
and they eat what looks like a white stone. They have weapons 
of warfare which make a noise like thunder when it breaks upon 
Jugandere Parivata, and a ball of iron shot from one of them, 
after flying some leagues^ will break a castle of stone. **Ceylon and 
The Cmgaksd^ by Henry Charles Sirr, m. a, 

2 

Citludic Kefigion Preached at Hanoar. 

The Idand of Mannar waa in early times the hereditary pro* 
perty of the Kadeyaa, and exclusively occupied by them, subject 
to the King of Jaffna. About the eighth century Mahomedan 
emigrants from Arabia formed a considerable settlement on the 
Idand. ... In 154^ when the Roman Catholic Religion was first 
introduced into the Island by St Francis Xavier, or one of his 
ooUeagueSt the Kad^yas were the first to embrace it which raised 
a great peneiBation against them. The King of Jaffna, who view* 
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ed its progress with a jealous eye» ordered 600 persons of both 
sexes, who had embraced Christianity, to be impaled ; and issued a 
proclamation that no priest of any other religion than the Hindoo 
should approach the shores of the Island, under a severe penalty. 
Xavier, who was then labouring on the opposite coast, being ap- 
prized of this event, immediately repaired to Cochin, and having 
obtained from the authorities there a fleet, with a sufficient num- 
ber of troops to co-operate with him in destroying the tyrant, he 
appeared off Mannar in April 1545, but failed in his enterprise. 
The Portuguese, however, took possession of the Island in 1590 ; 
and notwithstanding the attempts made by the King of Jaffna to 
retake it, they retained it till 1658, when the Dutch, after a 
short resistance, made themselves masters of it During the Gov- 
ernment of the Portuguese it was their head quarters in the Nor- 
thern Province, and a Captain General permanently resided there. 
They no-where appear to have exerted themselves so much for the 
propagation of their faith as at this place ; and the success which 
attended their labours is sufficiently proved by the circumstance 
of their being very- few persons of any other sect or religion at 
Mannar, and none in the adjacent province of Mantotta. It was 
here that the Portuguese detaiifed the Empress Donna Catharine 
as a state prisoner, previous to their raising her to the throne 
of her ancestors at Kandy, and on this account it has been ren- 
dered memorable in the annals of Ceylon . — The Ceylon Gazetteer by 
Simon Casie Chitty, 

Tatavaly, patron St. Andrew, represented the first converts 
under St. Francis Xavier, and from among them came the six 
hundred martyr ^— Ceilao by P E, Pieris 

Tatavaly, or more properly Thotavelee, in Mannar Island, was 
the original home of the Kadeyas. 

3 


St« Francis Xavier in Ceylon. 

The neighbouring peninsula of Hindustan was, at the time to 
which we wish to refer, being traversed by the foot steps of an 
Apostle— an Apostle like one of the twelve— possessed of the gift 
of tongues and of the gift of miracles, the great St. Francis 
Xavier. The inhabitants of Ceylon sent messengers to the Saint, 
begging that he would visit and .instruct them in the Christian 
faith. In 1548 he set foot on the island, and the same marvels 
that had accompanied his missionary labours elsewhere, followed 
his preaching in Ceylon. The rites of Brahminism in the North 
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and of Buddhism in the South of the Island, gave way to the 
teachings and the practices of the Christian faith. The blood of 
Martyrs began soon to fertilize the vineyard planted by the Apostle 
of the Indies— St. Francis Xavier. The glory of furnishing the 
first legion of Martyrs for the faith in Ceylon was to belong to 
Jaffna, that part of the Island which St. Francis had himself,. in 
person, evangelized. Six hundred Martyrs were put to death by 
the King of Jaffnapattam, for having embraced Christianity. Among 
those who perished thus gloriously was the King’s own son. These 
events led to the possession of the Island being taken by 
the Portuguese . — The Sketches oj the Life of Mgr. De Mazenod, 
By Rev. Robert Cooke, 0. Af. L 

4 

Roman Medals* 

Pliny affirms, that during the reign of the Emperor Claudius, 
a Roman vessel from the coast of Arabia, was driven upon that 
of Taprobane, or Ceylon ; that the King of the country treated the 
Romans with hospitality and kindness during their sojourn of six 
months, and upon their departure they were accompanied by four 
ambassadors from the Eastern to the Roman Monarch. Many 
modern writers treat this account as fabulous ; but iii our opinion, 
Pliny is borne out in his statement by the fact, that Roman me* 
dais of an ancient date were found, in the year 1574, at Mantot- 
ta, in Ceylon. We learn also, from Pliny, that a fleet, consisting 
of more than one hundred sail, went each year from the Red 
Sea to the coasts of Malabar and Ceylon, for the purpose of 
trade. Doubt has been thrown on this assertion, as writers state 
that it would have been impracticable for the ill-constructed ves- 
sels of that period, and with imperfect knowledge of navigation, 
for the Romans to have traversed the Indian Ocean ; and although 
it must be allowed that such a voyage must necessarily have 
been a perilous one, still it was perfectly practicable to have sailed 
with one monsoon, and to have returned by the opposite, as is 
the custom, in the present day, with the unwieldy junks of Siam.—’ 
*Ceylon and The Cingalese*' by Henry Charles Sirr. m. a. 

5 

The Dutch and Ceylon. 

It was in the year 1662, that the Dutch first turned their 
attention towards Ceylon ; their possessions in the East Indies 
were vast and lucrative, and this Island would open a new gate 
to gain, could they obtain a footing: consequently in furtherance 

18 
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of their design, Admiral Spillbergen was despatched by the Prince 
of Orange and States General of Holland, with three men-of-war, 
fully armed and equipped, to open communication with the Natives — 
Ibid. 

6 

Tie Portosoese in Jaffna* 

In 1591 Andre Furtado de Mendonca, who subsequently rose 
to be the greatest Portuguese General in the East, invaded Jaffna. 
The Rajah of the country fled after an unsuccessful attempt at 
resistance and was subsequently discovered concealed in a temple 
and put to death, while Hendarmana Sinha Kumara, a youthful 
member of the Royal family, was placed on the throne at Nal- 
lur with the name of Para Rasa Sekara Pandara. It was not long 
before the energetic Franciscans followed with the spiritual inva- 
sion of the Kingdom. They commenced with a modest Hermitage 
which was erected at the spot, where Furtado had landed, and 
there they remained till the king presented them with a house 
which belonged to one of his courtiers, and which they called 
after our Lady of Victory. This continued to be their head quart- 
ers till 1614 when the Father Fray; Pedro de Betancor, who had 
erected several churches in Mantottta and the Wanni districts, de- 
termined to construct a larger building nearer to the Portuguese 
Settlement, the Parangi Them. The Moors at the time had a 
mosque close to the landing |>lace <on the Lake, and this site 
which lay within the Fort of to-day, the Father succeeded by a 
stratagem in obtaining for his puipose. The Hindu RajaofTan- 
jore gave him generous assistance, nnd on 8th May, 1614, the 
foundation of the new church of oiir Lady of Victory was laid. 

In the meantime a certain Father Fray Francisco had come 
from Cochin bringing with him a log on which he had begun to 
carve an image of his patron. Saint Antonio. He now decided to 
convert it into an image of the Lady of Victory, and entrusted 
it to an artist named Anakutti for the purpose. Many days had not 
passed before strange mmours b^anto be spread abroad. It was 
whispered that Anakutti who had sat down on the log while at 
his task, had been forcibly hurled to the ground, and that peo- 
ple suffering with disease had been healed by drinking the water 
in which a fragment* of the wood was dipped. The mmours were 
persistent, and crowds assembled to gaze at the unfinished im- 
age. The alleged miracles increased in number and the terrified 
Anakutti refused to continue the work and begged the Father to 
remove the marvellous object before harm should befall hishouse- 
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hold. An inquiry was therefore ordered, and the judges arrived 
at the decision that several miracles had been proved. The Fathers 
therefore decided to remove the Image to their church and this 
was accordingly done on the 24th July, the king himself appearing 
to view the procession which escorted it. The name of the church 
was at the same time changed to that of Our Lady of Miracles, 
and there the Image continued performing miracles^ details of 
very many of which have been preserved. 

In the meantime Father Pedro was busy with the construc- 
tion of his new church and after eighteen months the Capela 
Mor was completed with a vaulted roof, while the walls of the 
nave had been raised up to the level of the clerestory (upper 
row of windows.) The miraculous Image was conveyed to this 
new abode on the Festival of S. Simon and S. Jude accompanied 
by a great concourse of people, the priests chanting the Psalm 
Dixit Dominus along the road. Not long after the Father him- 
self died at the age of seventy years and was buried in the mid- 
dle of the Capela, and was succeeded by the Father Pray Anto> 
nio de Santa Maria. 

In 1615 Para Rasa Sekara Pandara died leaving as his heir a 
child of three years. It was not long before a conspiracy led to 
the assassination of the Regent, and Changill Kumara seized the 
chief power. The Portuguese in Colombo now determined to make 
another attempt to reduce the kingdom, and this was successfully 
accomplished by Phelipe de Oliveira in 1617. Changili who at< 
tempt^ to escape by way of Paritti Turai, was taken prisoner on 
the sea along with the rest of the Royal family, and was sent 
to Goa, while Jaffna was declared a Portuguese Province with de 
Oliveira as its first Governor. The Tamils headed by Migalpulle 
Arachchi and assisted by warriors from Tanjore kept up the 
struggle for independence a few years longer, but after a great 
battle which was fought near Valvedditurai in 1621 they ceased 
from their opposition and accepted the Portuguese rule. 

A new capital was now formed at Jaffna, and a fort also 
called after Our Lady of Miracles^ was constructed so as to en- 
close the new church, which was still unfinished. Deogo de Men- 
donca Furtado, who was subsequently Governor of Brazil, seeing 
the unprotected condition of the Image, offered up to it a coffer 
which he had brought with him, and this was subsequently re- 
placed by a rataboh which was made in Negapatam. Our Lady 
was also solemnly proclaimed the Protectress of the New King- 
dom, and the standard of de Oliveira was always placed before 
her altar. The Governor was a devoted son of the Church, and 
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with the encouragement given by him the work on the fabric 
was fast completed, some of the iron wood beams from the Nailur 
palace being utilised for the roof, and tiles obtained from a ves- 
sel which was on its way to Mannar. A casado of Negapatam 
offered a bag of silver coins, and a cross was prepared out of 
120 patacas for the altar. Manoel Rodrigues who was on his way 
to Malacca made a further offering of a hundred cruzados and 
two large carpets, in gratitude for his miraculous preserva- 
tion from a storm on the coast. For a subsequent similar deli- 
verance he made an offering of three lamps as well. The fame of the 
Image spread over India, and offerings poured in from all parts, 
especially from sea-faring men. The effect of all this was soon 
felt on the populace. Para Rasa sehara's Queens and a young Prin- 
cess were baptized, receiving the names of Dona Clara de Silva, 
Dona Antonia Rapoza and Dona Catherina de Sa de Rebolo. Nu- 
merous royal and other prominent personages followed their ex- 
ample, and finally the whole of the Tamil population was baptized 
into Christianity. 

It was within this Church that de Oliveira was invested by 
Constantino de Sa Noronha with the insignia of the ancient 
Portuguese Military Order of Christ in recognition of his emin* 
ent services. 

On 20th February 1627 a great tidal wave passed over Jaffna. 
The water swept within the Fort up to the very porch of the 
Church, but the building itself, where hundreds were seeking 
shelter, escaped undamaged, it was believed owing to the power 
of Our Lady. From the account which has been left of this 
storm, it appears to have been the worst ever recorded in the 
history of the country, some vessels having been carried inland as 
far as a mile and left stranded there. The exposure which de 
Oliveira underwent at the time led to a serious illness of which 
he died on the 22nd March, 1627, He was buried in the Capelo 
Mor with great ceremony, and a few years later his bones were 
placed in an um which was let iq{o the wall of the Chapel. A 
stone engraved with 'his arms over three crowns and sceptres, 
emblematic of the kings he had defeated, and bearing a short 
inscription in letters of gold, was placed over the niche 

It was the 23rd June, IdSS. The Hollanders had, after a terri* 
ble siege lasting over three months, reduced the Fort of Jaffna, 
the last strong-hold of the Portuguese in Ceylon. Without the 
Church of Our Lady of Miracles, were all the horror and deso- 
lation of war. Within, the armed soldiers of the Hollanders were 
drawn up in rigid lines. The Dominie Philippus Baldaeus was 
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standing in his stiff black gown near the spot where the Image 
of our Lady of Miracles had stood the week before. Led by 
him the Hollanders lift up their deep voices in Thanksgiving for 
the victory which had crowned their arms. 

The curious visitor to the Church within the Jaffna Fort will 
see in the Vestry a large bell. Round this runs the legend N. S, 
dos milagres de Jaffna-patao 1 648. That is all that remains of 
the Portuguese Church, — P. P. P. The **Jafina Catholic Guardian , " 
April 15, 1916. 

7 

JAFFHA FORT 

Jaffnapatao, a quadrangular fortress, had four bastions and four 
half-moons or cobelos in the middle of the line of ramparts, all 
of which were built of pumice stone. Here was kept the ne* 
cessary artillery, and it was also the residence of the Governor 
of that Kingdom. On one side outside the walls stretched the 
town, where resided three hundred families of Portuguese, and 
seven hundred of service holders, with the convents of St. Fran- 
cisco and St. Domingos, the College of the Society, the Mother 
Church, the House of. Sancta Misericordia and the Hospital. Two 
leagues from the mouth of the harbouijj was a fort similar to the 
one of Bugio with good artillery .and garrisoned by a company of 
infantry. The full number of men-of-war for the defence of this 
kingdom was two hundred Portuguese forming six companiest 
with some native Lascarins.— Pineiro's Ceilao by P. E. Pieris. 

The fort built by the Portuguese was taken down by the 
Dutch, who erected, of shell-and coral breccia quarried from the 
sea, the present compact and well finished pentagonal structure. 
It is surrounded by a moat, and encloses houses for officers, 
soldiers and artificers. The chief building, never wanting within 
Dutch fortifications, is the Church, in the shape of a Greek Cross, 
one of the best places of worship in Ceylon. It was reserved by 
the Capitulation of 1795 for the Presbyterian consistory, ever to 
the present moment a courteous and loyal Board. Almost ap- 
pointed to Jaffna by the colonial authorities, the Rev. Thomas 
H. Squance^ the Wesleyan pioneer, was gladly allowed to officiate 
within its sacred walls. It is now used only by the Ministers of 
the Church of England and though unconsecrated in the episco- 
pal sense, may be regarded as in their hands. — Hindu Pastors by 
the Rev. E, /. Robhmn, Late Wesleyan Missionary in Ceylon,. 1867. 

8 

Jesoits la Jaffna 

A r^rt made in the year 1644 by the Father Provincial to 
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the Superior-General of the Society supplies the following details:*— 
In Ceylon there were two Colleges, at Colombo and Jaifnapattam 
respectively. 

Under the College of Jaifnapattam were the following resi* 
dences:— 

Cutandaculam : Patron, Saint Michael. 

Palle (Pallai) : patron. Crucifix. 

Tambamma : patron. Nativity of our Lady. 

Mugamalle (Mohamalai) : patron, all Saints. 

Achivelli (Achuveli) ; patron. Holy Ghost. 

Mailatti (Mayliddi): patron. Our Lady of Angels. 

Telipulle (Tellippalai) : patron, St. Peter and St Paul. 

Malagam (Mallakam) : patron, St. Ignatius. 

Panditiripu (Pandaiteruppu) : patron, our Lady of Remedies. 

Changane (Changanai) :* patron, the Holy Trinity. 

Vatucote (Vaddukkoddai); patron, the Assumption of Our Lady. 

Cardiva, patron. Our Lady of Remedies. 

(Apparently this last Island was gifted to the Society by Don 
Hireonymo de Azavedo. King’s letter to Viceroy, March 28, 1606.) 
Rtbeifo's Ceilao by P. E, PeiV^. 

9 


Tbe Portogoese in Jaffna 

It was not till the year 1617, that they took forcible posses- 
sion of Jaffna, and having deposed the last sovereign of the Ma- 
labar dynasty, assumed the direct Government of the country. 
Jaffna had long been coveted by them, less from any capabili- 
ties which it presented for extending their commerce than for the 
security it gave to their settlements in the richer districts of the 
South ; and apparently for the opportunity which it presented of 
displaying their missionary zeal in a region insusceptible of poli- 
tical resistance. Their first attem^te to reduce this part of the 
Island had been made in 1544, when an expedition fitted out to 
plunder the Hindu temples on the south coast of the Dekkan, 
summoned the chief of the peninsula either to submit and be- 
come tributary to Portugal, or to prepare to encounter .the marau- 
ding fleet. He chose the former alternative and agreed to pay 
4000 ducats yearly. In the same year such numbers of the inha- 
bitants of Mannar embraced Christianity at the hands of theROf 
man Catholic Missionaries under the direction of St Francis Xa- 
vier that the Raja of Jaffnapattam sought to exterminate apoata- 
cy by the slaughter of six hundred of the new converts. The 
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heresy, however, reached his own palace, his eldest son embraced 
the new faith, and was put to death in consequence, snd the 
second fled to Goa to escape his father's resentment ..... History 
of Coylon, by Sir Emerson Tennent. 

Till the advent of Europeans» Jaffna including Wannarponne 
and Nallur, was almost uninterruptedly the Metropolis of a Tamil 
Kingdom varying in extent. The Portuguese found it the seat of 
Government for all Pihiti— (the Northern division of the Island 
was anciently denominated Pihiti or the Rajaratta.) Its Rajah was 
compelled to pay them tribute from 1544 to 1617, when they took 
It into their own hands: the last of their strong-hold it was yielded 
by capitulation to the Dutch in 1658, the terms being that its eccle- 
siastics should depart to the Coromandel coast, and its garrison re- 
turn to Europe.— /ff'ndM Pastors by the Bev, E, /. Robinson, Late Wes- 
leyan Missionary in Ceylon, 2867, 

10 

The Dutch In Jaffna 

Not contented with the victory they had already obtained* the 
Dutch pursued the Portuguese to Jaffnapattam, thereby violating 
the articles of the capitulation ; and after a siege of four months, 
it was surrendered, and the inhabitants made prisoners of war. 
The Portuguese Historian vituperates most bitterly the indignities 
offered to his nation by the Dutch— houses pillaged, plantations 
destroyed, wives dishonoured and daughters ravished, are 
amongst the crimes that he attributes to the Dutch Conquerors. 
**Ceylon and the Cingalese*' by Henry Charles Strr, M. A. 

11 

Portfifftfcse chflrches and schools in Jaffna 

The whole extent of the peninsula was brought by the Portu- 
guese under the authority of the Church. It was divided into 
parishes, each of which was provided with a chapel and school- 
hous^ and where required a glebe for the residence of the Priest 
who was to officiate. The ruins of these ecclesiastical edifices, 
even at the present day, attest the care and expenditure which 
must have been applied to their construction. Jn Jaffna itself they 
had a church and college of Jesuits at the west end of the 
town ; a church and convent of Dominicans on the East, besides 
a convent of St. Francis. Between forty and fifty Priests resided 
then In Jaffna. In short, there is sufficient evidence extant connect- 
ed with this province of Ceylon, to justify the assertion that with- 
in a very few years of its occupation by the Portuguese, almost 
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the entire population of the Jaffna Peninsula, including even the 
Brahmins themselves had abjured idolatry and submitted to the 
ceremony of Christianity in Ceylon, by Sir /. E, lennettt. 


Conspiracy. 


12 


“Shortly after the conquest our army removed to the coast 
of Coromandal in order to overwin Nagapattam, but, Jaffnapattam 
was provided with a few soldiers only, and of these, almost the 
greater part were Portuguese, who forgetting their allegiance to 
the king of Portugal, had put themselves under the obedience of 
the noble Company. It must also be noted that there Were in 
the castle a large number of prisoners of war.” 

“All these gathered together and made a conspiracy with 

the natives even not without the knowledge of Rajasinghe 

The leader of this impious conspiracy was a native of Mannar, to- 
gether with a Don Louis Poothatamby and five Portuguese. Baldaeus* 


13 


Kdigioos Intolerance of the Dotch. 


The same fury against the Church of Rome continued at all 
times to inspire the policy of the Dutch in Ceylon. In 1658 a 
proclamation was issued, forbidding— on pain of death— the har- 
bouring or concealing of Roman Catholic Priests. In 1715 a pro- 
clamation was issued, forbidding public assemblies or private 
conventicles of the Roman Catholics, under heavy fines. Notwith- 
standing every precaution, however, the Roman Catholic religion 
retained its influence and was adhered to by large bodies of the 
natives, both Singhalese and Tamils, whom neither corruption nor 
coercion could induce to abjure it. No native could aspire to the 
rank of Modaliyar, or be permitted to farm land or hold office 
under government, unless he became a Protestant. Roman Catho- 
lic marriages were heavily taxed, their celebration by a Roman 
Catholic Priest was at last absolutely prohibited and declared void. 
Their burial was prohibited in cemetries of their own and ex- 
travagant fees were exacted on their interment in those attached 
to the Protestant Churches. Roman Catholics were declared equally 
with heathens to be ineligible to office. Freedom was conferred 
upon all children born of slaves who were Protestants, whilst those 
of Catholic parents were condemned to perpetual servitude. In the 
Peninsula of Jaffna they took possession of the Roman Catholic 
churches;- Christianity in Ceylon*^ by Str /. £*. Tennant 
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Point Pedro 

Point Pedro, a large village and parish of Jaffna, in the pro- 
vince of Wadamarachy, situated at the Northern extremity of the 

Island Here was formerly a handsome church built by the 

Dutch, and when Baldaeus visited it in 1661, numbered 300 audi- 
tors, besides 1000 children, who were taught in the school attach- 
ed to it ; but it has lately been demolished, and the Hindu re- 
ligion has regained its predominancy. The Wesleyan Missionaries 
have however formed an establishment and erected a chapel, and 
the Roman Catholics too have their place of worship at Point 
Pedro. In a war between the Dutch and English, the former 
built a fort here, but scarcely a vestige of it remains at present . 
Baldaeus mentions a smart engagement having taken place bet- 
ween the Dutch and the Portuguese, and that during the siege of 
Jaffhapattam, the latter expected to land their succours at this 
place, but were frustrated In the attempt.— THm Ceylon Gazetteer 
by StmoH Casie Chitty. 

15 

BatUcotta Dutch Church 

Laurens Pyl, who was Governor of Ceylon from 3rd Decem- 
ber, 1680. to 10th January, 1693, had been Commandeur of Jaffna^ 
pattam before that. It was on his way to Colombo to assume 
the Government that Knox was entertained by him at Mannar 
and afterwards accompanied him to Colombo. There is a stone 
inscription on the Baticotta Church, now used by the American 
Mission, with Commandeur PyPs name as its founder:— Doen 
Maken Door Den Heer Commandeur Lourens Pyl Anno 1678, 

Caused to be built by Commandeur Lourens Pyl, 1678. 

In the Jaffna Church there is also a tombstone marking the grave 
of a son of his who died in 1679— Report on the Dutch Records 
by R, G. AnthonisZj Government Archivist, 

16 

Rev. Fr. Joseph Vaz 

Father Joseph Vaz, a Goanese priest arrived at Jaffna in 1667, 
and assuming the garb of a mendicant secretly went about preach- 
ing at Chillalai and the neighbouring villages. In A D. 1696 
he was appointed Vicar-General of Jaffna and was joined by 
several other priests of his order from Goa ; and thus they took 
the spiritual charge of, and ministered to, the Catholics. In 1690 

19 
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the Catholics invited Father Joseph Vaz from Chillalai to cele< 
brate the Christmas midnight Mass in the town, and while they 
were secretly assembled for the purpose at the house of one 
Bowdewyn (a man noted for his zeal in the cause of religion) 
and were engaged in the recitation of the Rosary awaiting the 
arrival of the priest, a body of Dutch soldiers rushed in and 
made captives of about 300 Catholics. Eight of the boldest among 
them were severely scourged upon the order of the Dutch officer. One 
of them Pedro, by name, breathed his last, boldly confessing the 
truth and exhorting the rest to fearlessly undergo the punish- 
ment inflicted on them. The rest of the number were chained 
and condemned to penal servitude for life.— Centenary Sketch of 
the Jaffna CathedraL 

17 

“From Kandy, where they had been alternately invited and 
proscribed by the Kings, the Roman Catholic Priests made their 
way into the low country, visiting in secret their scattered flocks, 
and administering the Sacraments in spite of the plakaats and 
prohibitions of the Government. Among the most distinguished 
of those preachers was Joseph Vaz of the Oratory of St. Philip 
Neri, at Goa, whose adventurous journeys and imprisonments, and 
his extraordinary zeal in the service of his Church, have obtain- 
ed for his memory among the Roman Catholics of Ceylon, a 

veneration little short of that accorded to St Francis Xavier in 

India. He prosecuted his labours with such success, that in an 

incredibly short time he had re-established the Catholic Com- 

munion in its former strong-holds in Jaffna and Mannar, exten- 
ded its influence in the maritime provinces, and added to the 
Church upwards of thirty thousand converts from the heathen. 
He died at Kandy in 1711.— 5f> Emerson Tennent, 

18 

Thesawalamai ^ 

From time immemorial, the Tamil inhabitants of the Province 
of Jaffna had their Civil intercourses and rites determined by a 
traditional Xountry Law’* known among the people by the name of 
Tkesawalamai or “Customs of the Country*’:-— Under the Portuguese 
Governor Don Philip Mascacenhas, it received some alterations » 
and it is probable that in course of time, it was further altered. 
In the year 1707, a compilation of these customs was made by 
Claas Isaaksz by direction of the then Dutch Governor, Comelis 
Joan Simons, which compilation having been revised, translated 
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into Tamil, and declared correct by a body of 12 Moodaliars 
specially appointed for that purpose, was subsequently confirmed 
by and published under the authority of the said Governor, and 
'Vluthenticated copies" thereof were sent to the Civil Courts for 
their guidance. (4th June 1707). In Regulation 18 of 1806 the 
''Thesawalamai” or customs of the Malabar inhabitants of the 
Province of Jaffna, as collected by order of Governor Simons in 
1707, were declared to be 'in full force.”— TAe Ifep Ch. Bonjpan, 
O. If. I. 

The translations were returned by the Mudaliyars with the 
following observations:— 

We, the undersigned twelve Mudaliyars, have received from 
the Commandeur the Malabar Laws and Customs composed by 
the Dessave, Mr. Claas Isaaksz, in order to be perused and re- 
vised by us, and afterwards to state our opinion whether or not 
the same agrees with such laws and customs as are in use at 
this place. 

We were also desired to confirm the translation of the Ma- 
labar Laws and Customs with our signatures, should we agree to 
the correctness of the same. 

We, Don Philip Villaivarasa Mudaliyar, Don Anthony Naraya- 
nan, Don Vaz Mudaliyar, Don Francisco Arulampala Mudaliyar, 
Don Juan Caytlieruperanatha Mudaliyar, Don Joan Chantirasekara 
Mana Mudaliyar, Don Martinho Manappuli Mudaliyar, Don Fran- 
cisco Wanniyarasa Mudaliyar, Don Joan Chayampunata Mudaliyar, 
Don Joan Chatukavala Chenatiraya Mudaliyar, Don Louwys Putar, 
and Don Francisco Rasarattina Mudaliyar are the persons who 
have perused and revised the translation of the Malabar Laws 
and Custom^ in consequence whereof we confirm the same with 
our signatures. 

19 

Appointment of P^rpattiagara 

I, Alexander Wood, Commissioner of Revenue, by virtue of Powers 
to that effect granted to me by His Excellency the Governor, do 
hereby nominate and appoint you, Erroomaravoo-yanda Mana Mu- 
daliyar, Velale of Calapoomi, to be Parpattiagara of the village of 
Calapoomi, in the parish of Carativoe within the District of Jaffna- 
pattam until further orders. All inferior Headmen and others 
under you in the above situation are hereby ordered and direct- 
ed to acknowledge and obey you, the said Erroomaravooyanda 
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Mana Mudaliyar as Parpattiagara accordingly. Given under my 
hand at Colombo, this 1st day of February, 1811. 

A. Wood, 

20 

By virtue of Powers in me vested by His Excellency the 
Governor, I do hereby confer on you, Mana Mudaliyar Ehamparam, 
Velale* the appointment of Parpattiagara of Calapoomi in Cara- 
tive, to hold and to execute the duties of the said office under 
the orders of the British Government during pleasure. 

Given atCondachy the eighteenth day of March 1829. 

Robert Boyd, 

21 

Fr. Gomalves. 

Father Jacome Gonzalves of the order of St. Philip Neri ar- 
riving in Ceylon in 1703, worked till 1742-~the year of his death. 
He was Superior General of the order and Vicar General of the 
Island. He was assisted by Fr. Peter Fenous in converting the 
Vedas. He was the author of several devotional works in Tamil 
— the most popular of them being his nine Sermons on the Pas- 
sion of our Divine Lord — a work, which for beauty of style, sim- 
plicity of language and for the depth of devotional feelings it ex" 
cites, has seldom been equalled by any similar work of its kind- 

22 

Father Nobili. 

The Jesuit Mission to the Madras coast dates from 1606, and 
is associated with the names of Robert de Nobili (its founder, 
who died 1656), John de Britto (killed in Madura 1693), Be^hi, 
the great scholar (who died about 1742) and other illustrious 
Jesuits, chiefly Portuguese. — The Indian Empire by IV. W. Hunter^ 
C. S.I. C.LE. L L.D, 

Fr. Robert de Nobili was a great scholar. His attainments 
in Sanscrit and Tamil were extensive. He is regarded as the 
Father of Tamil Prose, 

23 

Father Caldeiro beheaded. 

In Jaffna eleven Portuguese, suspected of con^iracy, were 
hanged and quartered, and the Jesuit Father Caldeiro beheaded 
for not revealing the conspiracy. — History of Coylon for theuso.^ 
Schools, by an. ObMe Missionary of Jaffna. 

24 

St. Francis Xavier visits Hannar and Kandy. 

In 1545^ St Francis came to Mannar, and by his prayer^, ob- 
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tained the cessation of an epidemic which caused 100 deaths 
daily. He wished to visit Jaffna also, but he was not able to 
effect his design till three years later. 

In 1548; Francis Xavier went to Kandy without an escort, 
and such was the honor in which he was held, that the Rajah 
received him with great respect and veneration. Many conver- 
sions took place at Kandy during his stay there. The saint also 
visited Jaffna, persuaded the king to cease his persecutions, and 
even to enter into an alliance with Portugal.— 

25 

Floiis Blom. 

Floris Blom, Commandeur of Jaffnapattam, 1689— 1694. He had 
previously served in other posts at Colombo and elsewhere. He 
died at Jaffna on 3rd July, 1694, and was buried in the church, 
where his tombstone is still preserved. His wife, Susanna Serrin- 
giers, predeceased him on 12th February, 1693, and was also buri- 
ed in the church . — Report on the Dutch Records by R. G. Antho- 
nisz* 

26 

Rev. Schwartz. 

It was the writer's privilege in his school days to worship at 
St, Peter's Church, Tanjore, India, where Schwartz lies buried.lt may 
not be a matter of common knowledge, that Schwartz did visit Cey- 
lon in 1760 at the request of some Christians in Colombo and 
Jaffna *Vho were desirous of enjoying more spiritual instruction 
and edification .’* — A Centenary Record of Si, Thomas* Church, Co- 
lombo, 

27 

Zwaardecroon's Memoirs. 

Among the Memoirs of the Commandeur's and Dissaves, 1 
would particularly refer to the exhaustive and valuable work of 
Commandeur Zwaardecroon of Jaffnapattam in 1697, a standard 
authority on matters relating to the Northern possessions of the 
Dutch East India Company in Ceylon, to which frequent allusion 
is made by subsequent Governors and Commandeurs. Other Com- 
mandeurs who have made important contributions to this series 
have been Commandeur Floris Blom of Jaffnapattam in 1690 ; Com* 
mandeur Jacob de Jong of Galle, in 1748 ; Commandeur Anthony 
Mooyaart of Jaffnapattam, in 1762; and Commandeur Amoldusde 
Ly of Galle, In 1783 ; while many of the Dissaves of Matara have 
also, from time to time, recorded in the Memoirs left by them, 
nformatlon of great interest and value touching that part of the 
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Island Report on the Duteh Records by R, G, Anthonise, Govt: 

Archivist, 

Hendrick Zwaardecroon was Commandeur of Jaffnapattam from 
1694 to 1697. In the latter^ year he went as Commissioner to the 
coast of Malabar, and for a few months previous to the arrival of 
Governor Gerrit de Heere, appears to have administered the Gov- 
eminent of Ceylon,— Ibid, 

28 

Thombns* 

If small things might be compared with great it should be 
said that the Thombu was the Doomsday Book made by the Dutch 
of the lands in the thirty-two Parishes of the Jaffna District on 
lines somewhat similar to ^the survey undertaken by William the 
Conqueror of all the lan^ds in England. This book or register 
containing particulars as to the names of the lands, of their own- 
ers and of the gotras or castes to which they belonged, was in 
charge of a special officer of the Jaffna Kachcheri ; while copies 
thereof, for the different parishes, were entrusted to the Udaiyara, 
who granted extracts from these copies,, called schedules for such 
lands as their owners intended to sell or mortgage or otty or 
donate, certifying, after due publication of such intention, that 
there was no objection raised to such sale or mortgage or otty 
or donation. The granting of schedules having led to provoking 
delays and exactions, on the part of the Udaiyars, the first Or- 
dinance passed in the year 1842, prescribed the fees to be legally 
claimed by them. The Thombu, long recognized as an effective 
check on fradulent transactions affecting lands, was, however, 
practically superseded by the system of Land Registration intro- 
duced in 1864; and its death-knell, frequently suggested by the 
decisions of the Supreme Court, was finally rung by the passing of 
Ordinance No. 4 of 1895,*—/. A. T, 

29 

ft. Bescbi* ^ 

Father Constantine Beschi, better known here as Veeramamu- 
nivar, landed in India as a young Italian Jesuit Missionary in the 
year 1700 ; Fr. Beschi was a great literary genius and a per- 

fect Tamil scholar endowed with poetical gifts of a high order. 
The output of his pen is. almost stupendous. He published no 
less than 23 works in his life ^me,— Madras Catholic Watchman, 
The Tamil writers of the 18th and 19th centuries arc classi- 
fied as modem. The honours of this period are divided between 
a pious Sivite and the Italian Jesuit, Beschi. This missionary of 
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genius and learning not only wrote Tamil prose of the highest 
excellence, but he composed a great religious epic in classical 
Tamil, which has won for him a conspicuous rank among Dra- 
vidian poets. His work, the Tembavani, gives a Tamil adaptation 
of the narrative and even of the Geography of the Bible suited 
to the Hindu taste of the 18th century,— TTie Indian Empire, by 
W. W. Hunter. C S. /., C. /. E.. L. JL D, 

30 

Jacob ie Jong (Jr.) 

Jacob de Jong was Commandeur of Galle from 1742 to 1748, 
then Commandeur of Jaffnapattam from 1748 to 1763. He used 
to be sometimes referred to as **Jacob de Jong, junior,’* to dis- 
tinguish him from his father Jacob de Jong, who was also at 
one time (1722-1723) Commandeur of Jaffnapattam. There are 
tombstones in the Dutch Churches at Galle and Jaffna bearing 
epitaphs of three of his wives. When Governor Vreelandt died 
on 26th February, 1752, he had to come down to Colombo and 
administer the Government for seven months .— on the 
Dutch Records, by R. G. Anthonisz, Government AfchivisL 

31 

Philip de Helho 

atriLUi iSjDUireneip 

^intuit jfirffifltrp Sfiav/fsum. 9. l9. 

1723 tiT 21 i 

(ffQoBr ^fsarea^QfiLjgi VlOb w tiu/ta 

iSaauuLiL^ saurffr^FidSQeo, ertSQoiq, SQirSj ^ 

Qunir^jfidSeh), 

(SPPJP^ Qoifisnw^irQpisispjiS 

lEida 

^iSlQi^sih QujfsnijseorQpmemQff 

iLp9ufi0/n£l^Qe^ Qion^Qiuiuada ^irthiS^jS(jg(s/girir. 1753 Lb@u 
]g)a/if Qiu.iLesff€aiiid(^ff0»/ffe(u SQajS€di*uutL(R fues^uunomut oii 
0iri. 1750 (i> Lffitu ejpu'i(S 

gien^uifr/efiffiodiaiij ueo^vu ^^uft »ibJs^sLnb 

QmeifiQ iiuir^jgnn. inenL^eiUKj^u^nQriLfi ^L^inoaefhQsemtd 2 ib 
O# /r0.0i0 ^sipiuiB/iniins S)0Uj0 A.i»ianu>uUfnl(Sa^iru untied 
Qsa^fiarir, Qjenisu O.tioQeoauefddiniairefl} Q4Ftiiujuutl.i^ n.ettentoLJ 
uniUBrnm msb pQufuQaa^ unreaflijuabSid^ ^de^i^sauuHL^ Ssem 
®L.SQr Qepedfi(g!p0^/oeBr. uauatflaemuemi^ jgsje 

ueiL(Bui iSiek gfiuUJsii O^s0j6<s(7air/r(8 

ma. 1790d>(g^i d §}uueAni^^r 

g)pm(sihQuffja glmffd(g miue^ . g. jl. 
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32 

Appointment of the Batch Company's Physician 

'"Whereas by the death of the First Physician of the Jaffna 
Commandements, Don Joan Candappen Ilenge Kandela Modliaar, 
of the Maddappally Caste, his post has become vacant, we there- 
fore, Considering the urgent prayer of Poelogisinga ModliaSr 
Philippoe Comarewelen, Welala of Tillepalle, and in view of his hav- 
ing on various occasions proved himself one of the ablest physicians 
among the natives there, deem it desirable and proper to appoint him, 
as the company’s First Native Physician for the commandements of 
Jaffnapattam, as we do appoint him by these presents, with the mon- 
thly salary of one rix -dollar besides the services of four Coolies 
free of oelie * duty. 

“Wherefore all whom it may concern are commanded to regard 
and respect, as it behoves them, him as such. — Colombo, 29th 
September, Report on the Dutch Records by R G. Anthonisz, 

Govt. Archivist* 

33 

Appointment of the Batch Company's Broker 

Don Philipoe Chitambela Mudaliyar, of the Welala Caste, ren 
sident of Wannarponne within the jurisdiction of the Commande- 
ments of Jaffnapattam, is by these presents, as being one of the 
most respectable, influential, and able of the natives there, in 
the expectatioii that he would watch the Company’s interests to 
the best of his ability, appointed the Company’s Broker, in order 
to treat with the expected Elephant traders at the said Com- 
niandements, and to dispose of* these animals to the pi^ofit of the 
Honourable Company; and we allow him twelve men free 
from oelie service, with the further permission to wear on his 
head a turban which he will not be obliged to take off any> 
where, as well as to use and allow himself to be conveyed in 
a palanquin with a bent bamboo by Malabaars of the so-called 
Tandige Class, and above all, ^o have carried in state over him 
an umbrella. Wherefore all whom it may concern are enjoined to 
regard him as the Company’s Broker, and in testimony thereof 
these presents are granted to him under our hand and the seal 
of the Honourable Company.— Colombo, 26th June. 1758.. .. 
on the Dutch Records, by R, G. Anthonisz, Government Archivist, 


• Oeli is probably from the Tamil •'Dlujam.” corrupted intooelian. 
flavine originally meant the obligation of a slave to his master. It 
came in Dutch times to mean compulsory service of a menial character 
which certain inferior classes were required to render. 
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34 

Appointment of the Dutch Cannekappillai 

Whereas Don Manual Rasakarie Mana Modliaar, first Can- 
nekappel of the Gate of the Opperhoofd (Chief Govt. Officer) of 
Mannar, in consequence of advanced age and infirmity of body, 
is no longer able td perform his said duties in a proper manner, 
we therefore have considered it desirable to relieve the said Don 
Manual Rasakarie Mana Modliaar of the same, and reflecting 
on the good qualities and the urgent application of nis son-in-law, 
the. Welala Welayren Joan Ramenaden, residing at Manipay in 
the Jaffna Commandements, deem it proper to appoint him the 
said Welayren Joan Ramenaden as first Cannekappel of the Gate 
of the Opperhoofd of Mannar, in the place of the said Don 
Manual Rasakarie Mana Modliaar, as we do appoint him by these 
presents, with the title of Don Joan Rasakarie Ritnasinga Mod- 
liaar, with the allowance of six coolies besides the pay and dig- 
nity belonging to his office. 

“Wherefore one and all whom it may concern are com- 
manded by virtue of this open Act granted to him Don Joan 
Rasakarie Ritnasinga Modliaar under our hand and the seal of 
the Honourable Company, to regard him as first Cannekaffpel of 
the Gate of the Opperhoofd of Mannar.— Colombo, 10th August, 

1761 Report on the Dutch Records by R, G, Ant/umisz, Govt, 

Archivist, 

35 

Antbony Hooyaart 

Anthony Mooyaart, Commandeur of Jaffnapattam from 1763 to 
1766, was the son of Nicholas Mooyaart and the grand son of 
Anthony Mooyaart of Amsterdam, who came and settled in Cey- 
in, 1662. He entered the Company’s Service in 1712 and rose 
step by step to the Commandeur ship. On the death of Baron Van 
Eck he was called upon, as the next in rank, to administer the 
Government of Ceylon during a very critical time (viz., during 
the hostilities with Kandy) until the arrival of Governor Falck.— 
Report on the Dutch Records by R, G, AntHonisz, 

36 

Pearl Fisheries 

In the year 1745, the estimate of the native chiefs for the 
farming out of the Fishery, viz., 600 divers working 36 days each, 
was founded on the inspection of the Chiwela, the South side of 
the large bank, the Aripo, and the Bengal banks, by 16 days 

20 
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diving <m the first, 12 days on the second, 4 on the third, and 
4 on the fifth bank, respectively. During the next year, 1746, no 
such decrease of oysters occurred pn the inspection of the banks 
as the divers had found during their lease of 30 ddys. In a 
conversation which I had with Joan de Kroes Patseko, the Man- 
nar Addeppanaar over the Parawas, and Aresenileitte Mudaliyar 
of Carreoer under Jaffnapattam, 1 was told, on questioning them, 
that during the lease of 30 days in 1746 nearly 8 days were 
spent in diving for oysters on the front reef of the Chiwele 
banks situated right opposite Moderganemo, at a depth of 6 fathoms 
of water, which the year before had not been discovered at all. 
The statement of these two Native Chiefs seems to me ac- 
ceptable.— on the Dutch Records by R. G, Anthonisz, iSov- 
ernment Archivist, 

37 

Dutch Hint 

The first regular Mint of the Ceylon Government (Dutch) was 
established about the middle of the 18^ Centuary at Tuticorin* 
In 1781 owing to the war with England, the Mint was transfer- 
red to Colombo and the issue of Ceylon rupees began in 1784* 
The Colombo Mint was situated at the Bankshall near Kayman’s 
Gate .... Lecture on Numismatics by Mr, H, W, Codrin^on, C, C, 
S„ read before the members of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asi- 
atic Society, 

38 

Cornetts Simons 

Comelis Joan Simons, Governor -of Ceylon from 11th May, 1703 
to 22nd Dec., 1707, was one of the most scholarly rulers of Ceylon 
under the Dutch. He was a Doctor of Laws, and it was at his 
instance that the Tamil Code of laws, the Thesawalamai, was 
digested and rendered into Dutch by the Dissave Claas Isaacsz. . , . 
Report on the Dutch Records by R, G, Anthonisz, Government Archi- 
vist 

as 

LuuH^thT Ayer 

^ULfottme ejnj^uL ameto evLiiPdQs9ila»u.aSA 
tSanmeme, ^^miireQtu aamQps SSiue cremu 

sue jfp^EersQeaeOL^ OjezL^mOiLiih SmpQeufbpd. 

efipRast^adm^ eserndhcdntOL^sut srorjr 
eBsimauuntp. (y>ie0peuir, jgj/iaei^ath uetKPseefi 
AejesS^fitk uS^umueeuLiih umtomucjwQmeeieL^^, 
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mtl^nstruiSilt^ miup 
upfiffsffmRQuifipufisQfiui tSauipQ^ihy uifipfU/ipimpd 

sQmir^ff Q^eAruir, ^9/BaJih^ sei9, ii>0«r mar 

fpiih ureSsputh Qupp ^jps^€aps^uiUfft$.oatr, ^riortrifi rSr 
pth ^OTi-. g)mir §lpm»pd(g jprjpm(t^LjBmaflm Qfim rtQfUp 
a»0ipf dkttijS(7fl0 QptrSOiuasuiffiiSiSBfn ur. # ft, 

40 

St« Harris Church Jaffna 

A, D, 1789« In this year was laid the foundation of St. Mary’s 
Church (now the Jaffna Cathedral). Prior to that the Catholics as- 
sembled for worship in a thatched house of wattle and daub under 
a laiige tamarind tree which then stood at the present entrance 
to the Cathedral by the big door. Those who gifted lands for the 
church were the ancestors of the present celebrants of the Tenth 
and the Eleventh Novenas dt the Cathedral Feast viz, the August 
Festival of theAssumption. Of the said donors of lands, may be mention- 
ed the names of Tomaipillai Anthonipillai, Mariapillai, wife of Arasu- 
nilayitta Mudaliyar, Swampulle Susepulle, Philip Nicholapillai, and 
Bastiampulle Nallatamby Mudaliyar and others. The contributions 
in money for the purchase of lands were mostly made by the 
ancestors of the present celebrants of the Twelfth and Thirteenth 
Novenas. Some of them surrendered to the Church for sale the 
very lands they were living in. The descendants of the Portu- 
guese who celebrate the Fourteenth Novena of .the * August Fes- 
tival were then, as they are now, distinguished for their zeal in 
contributing readily towards afl such undertakings.— Cfafenary Sketch 
the Jaffna Cathedral, 

41 

Donincholas Tisseveerasiiighe ffitidaliyar appointed Thombo- 
hdder. 

In 1790 Don Nicholas entered the service of the Dutch Gov- 
ernment as a volunteer assisting the Thombo-holder or keeper of 
the Du^ Records in the Kachcheri of Jaffna. He made a most 
careful study of the Dutch Records and gave^ in the discharge of 
the duties assigned to him. so much satisfaction to his immedi- 
ate superior, that on his retirement in 1798. when the English 
had already gained a footing in Ceylon, he was appointed Thom- 
bo-hol4er, as the most competent Tamil and Dutch scholar avail- 
able and as the fittest of the candidates aspiring to the post.— 
Btagraphical Sketch of Dan Nicholas Tisaeveerasinghe Mudaliyar, 
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Kidangkai Tampiran 

u)MntS/i£0mir€iir. u0sfwSrm 
Q /tAQu^a ^tuaQiu 

^lJSu)ii ^ ajnOfu ^ifi(u/i0^t£ un^mi^Jifi^ihQupp 

gliiQs mQi00iijc9A*^ Qj^iL 

t^iunn srmgfuA mitaaflsn 0M*a ^Q//f«0 mAmuffnA ^«yao#L> 
u4fuw€Sl0^mi^mn. 0 }m hAm ^M^cseri sm (^^lumoeamtun p 
ummrificifiaBma’ Q^tiip ^StunsQiuirGBrA a(^0eajp 

Ufiu«LiMmu)*^Uju> 

mimmdmBii pmmA €iAihppjpM^^ sAmpunr^Bi fteoi^aSemffaO Q(u/i 
OsuL/ULiff^itamA aoiffim stre&iuponp ^(jj^u/fQpiTQ^ sirmkru,pfiA 
JH<'Swp0(r^upjp^mpi €S(i^Pflp0puftts^0ptiijp Qm^ffttStu OldA 
QMuu»0ifia'0(t^s^ ^etopudSirfiCmi^ Q^Apemir. j^uq/nrcBer 
loArfi seSIQ^umkiuir^ sk^yiAmmojir' ^^lutrAusO 

Uffi^Aa9ar ^(^sQmr^ir, iSpsire^pfiQeo meiai^mi^ 

mfldQmiri9pup00p0 0niAp ^iStuirQ^^ Sjtuirs^ ^LaaiptSi^Loam 
^0 tS^Jfp/ruiSiU ^uj0A \7dfy A (^ ^otjjp wM 
mr^Aumw 9L.mpjp, lji . «. 

43 

Old Jaffna Town 

Some outline of Don Nicholas Tisseveerasinghe Mudaliyar’s re- 
sidence and the neighbourhood in which he moved about is here 
attempted for the information of the young generation. At the 
time of his birth, the original Portuguese town, as improved by 
the Dutch, was a comparatively sman square, crossed by roads at 
right angles, and bounded on the North by Chapel Street, West 
by the Esplanade, South ^y the Beach Road and East by the 
Third Cross Street. To the North of this square, lay the tank 
called Taarakulam and fields, to the North-East Manjetkaraichan- 
kulam and Teverikulam with tjje adjoining fields, to the South, 
Vannankulam and to the South East, the village of Karayoor 
proper. The houses to the North and South of this square, be- 
long to the latter Dutch and early English periods. 

Tisseveeraringhe Mudaliyar lived in an old fa^oned, stone- 
built, four-sided, tiled hous^ with an open yard in the centre, 
letting in plenty of light. This house still remains intact adjoin, 
ing Chapel Street or rather its Eastern extension, as opened by 
Mr. Dyke some years after the death of the Mudaliyar. Barring 
the Main Street starting from the Fort to the Kachcheri and be- 
yond as far as Matale, some of the roads branching off on either 
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side, such as Marty n's Road, the Odaikarai Road, David's Road 
and other Roads (the Rasantotam Road excepted) are of recent 
construction. There was a large number of lanes in the neigh- 
bourhood or outskirts of the town ocqppied by respectable natives. 
On a lane (now Martyn's Road) stood the old hous’e of Kuni. 
kulum used in the early days of British rule as the Civil Engi- 
neer's Office, but demolished after the death of its last tenent 
and owner, Tisseveerasinghe Mudaliyar Abraham. Most of these 
lanes have disappeared and this quarter is well roaded, with a 
large number of good houses, though the drainage continues to be 
as defective as ever. 

The buildings of the Wesleyan Mission and of the F. N. S, 
Hospital were erected during the latter half of the Mudaliyars s 
life, on sites which had been farms or fields. In the erection of 
an earlier and more important building, St. Mary’s Cathedra], the 
Mudaliyar’s father-in-law, Tomaipillai Anthonipillai, took an active 
part, under the direction of the Goanese priest. Leonardo Rebeiro. 
The tanks afore-mentioned remained, as such, for years after the 
Mudaliyar's death. Taarakulam quarter though still low and ill 
drained, is now thickly populated with houses risen or rising on 
every side. Manjetkaraichankulam forms the North-west portion 
of the walled premises of the Jaffna Convent. Vannankulam, op- 
posite to the Jaffna Convent, filled up by the late Mr, Russell 
and called after him “Russell's Square” is crossed by the railway 
siding to the Customs, and now used as the Firewood Depot. Te- 
verikulam, lying in the midst of the paddy fields betweeii Rasan- 
totam road and Mooyaart’s garden (now St. Martin’s Ecclesiasti- 
cal Seminary) was deepened by the Catholic Mission, the earth 
removed being used in filling up Manjetkaraichankulam; and it 
remains the only tank near the town, for washing clothes, horses 
and cattle; but the fields adjoining have been encroached upon, 
for dwelling purposes. Similar encroachments for the same pur- 
pose, while far advanced in the Passiyoor, Muthalaikulam, and 
Maravakulam fields, have already begun in the Mobndukulam fields 
adjoining St. Mary’s Cathedral, These fieldb and those at ^lom- 
boturai, with most of the gardens and plantations in their vicinity, 
were the property of Tisseveerasinghe Mudaliyar and his contem- 
poraries, 80 much so that it was the proud boast of some of 
them that they could get to their fields through their own lands. 
More half of these fields and gardens have changed hands, 

during the last fifty years. A stone-built, four-sided, tiled house 
was the best form of the rich or respectable native habitation. 
Shnilar houses of mud and wattle, covered with cocoanut orpal- 
mirah olas and built by the middle classes, were numerous 
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Houses 01 rather huts of one or two rooms of mud or thatch were 
•till more numerous. Excepting the two houses in Mpoyaart's 
Garden and Stewart’s Garden, now demolished, there stood no 
house of any pretension to modem architecture on the Main Street 
(from St James Church to the Kachcheri) a literally sandy trade 
till the inauguration in 1833 of a local Public Works Department. 
The first upstair house on this street and still the only pne on 
this section, was erected by Aseerwatha Mudaiiyar in 1850.— Bfb- 
graphkal Sketch of Don Nicholas Tisseveerasinghe Mudaiiyar, 

44 

Present Town of Jaffna 

Jaffna is the queen city of the North, the ‘^Northern Capital” 
of Ceylon, where dwell a. splendid people, cultured, wealthy and 
industrious, Jaffna is a well-kept and a clean city, and in its 
centre are to be found many relics of the old Dutch architecture. 

Thanks to the work of the P. W. D. and its efficient official^, 
the old Dutch Church, and many other worthy buildings of the 
past are being rehabilitated and restored, so that the present gen- 
eration may enjoy and use them, and hand them on to their 
children with veneration. 

The picturesque clock-tower is famous for its faithfulness in 
marking the hours by which Jaffna and her people work and 
play,— AmrcffS, Special Edition, April 17th, 1914. 

45 

The Fort and Fort Qiarch 

The old Fort at Jaffna is probably the finest specimen of its 
kind in Ceylon. Although the Portuguese erected something of a 
fort on the shores of the lagoon, it was the Dutch, who in fact 
built this compact and spacious structure which has been well 
preserved by the British Government, Here we see moat, draw- 
bridge, escarpment, bastions, embrasure^ comer towers etc, etc— 
all in excellent preservation, the desk grey stone harmonising 
beautifully with the green turf around and within. From the 
top of the ramparts on the landward side a fine view is obtained 
over the green esplanade which divides the Fort from the town. 
On one of the bastions an old banyan tree mns riot with end- 
less ramifications. In, the interior, is a grassy court-yard with an 
old sun-dial in the centre and surrounded by several Dutch houses 
with spacious verandas, among which King's house is the most 
notable, having a series of four or five magnificient rooms with 
tremendously thick walls. One bedroom is more 'like a banquet- 
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ting hall in its proportions. The verandah of the house is about 
70 yards long and wide in proportion. 

But the chief object of interest in the Fort is the old Dutch 
Church built about 1730. The ground plan is in the shape of a 
Maltese cross, outside the church is very >plain but inside it is most 
impressive in its vastness and* height. It has a quaint pulpit 
and a still more quaint singing gallery with a painting of David 
playing on the harp. There are a few old box pews which evi- 
dently belonged to well known Dutch families including a very 
spacious one for the Governor. The pews are now all attached 
to the walls, leaving the floor quite unoccupied and in some parts 
paved with massive fiat tomb stones each with its escutcheon 
and Dutch inscription and all excellently preserved. The church 
is rarely used for services but is a striking monument of the 
past It seems to witness eloquently to the solid work of those 
old Hollanders. Whatever their limitations, they built for posterity 
as weU as for their own day. There was no scamping or jerry 
building.— Afiss dt Winton. 

46 

Ktsmarasinghe Mtidaliyar 

iAnQfiinlu.fi a.«vcr rBirmtjh^mfijBQei) iSfiifiaun. 
siDiun^nfffifinfi sfieSfdQjffavfiOiii. (iunQufi/dLfm»Qt(r^th 
snASiuneat ^(if€ikQni/fifu^io.TttS(^/Bfinir. 

glmns(^ uSm^Q^^oindO^ifi^. 1800 (i> QminjpQfinpnfiuSt 
ftdrmpdsmiimdeQiAdt mpp, iunQfitriluuiiff 

aD#«cr aSQffnfiiDntudseSliSeS ^jihiSfifinnsmT. 

g)mnfi4Arfisns99Mih iBmipnQfim' ^ffsirilS^iunn gl^nQuiBp 

tSjrirjfiOfinuiaO^ir. j/uirnfiQiuaar eSen^SujfiaA S^anWAffuiSi^fi 
g/^n tLckneth Ofi^u)frfiffQuifiQmt 

^sfssStunuj ^Q€nr^unL..do*tauin 9 .^n, us. ff. 

47 

Frandsctfs and Horgappa 

The Tamil Christians of the lime were extremely fortunate 
in having the Services of two chief Proponents or preachers of 
the Gospel, one of whom Gabriel Jurgen Ondaatjee was accepted 
as a Presbyterian Minister of the first class, the other was Man- 
uel Morgappa, who was ordained in Holland and got the degree 
of Doctor of Laws and Divinity, Utretcht. He became Presby- 
terian Chaplain at Jaffna, his predecessor there being William 
Ftanciscua, who afterwards joined the Church of England and 
became a Proppnent .— Centenary Record of Saint Thomas* Churchy 
Cdknnbo. 
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According to Sir Emerson TenneUt it was 
clerical office peculiar to the Church of Holland with functions 
intermediate between those of a catechist or deacon of the Church 
of England and those of a probationer or licentiate of the Church 
of Scotland’'. The word itself is Latin arid means ^’laying on a 
table” or ‘’serving up” and refers probably to preparing the 
Communion table, chief amongst the other duties of this lay 
officer. 

48 

Treaty of Amiens 

The dehnitive treaty of peace was signed at Amiens, on the 
27th March, 1802. Its conditions varied in no material circum> 
stfmce from the preliminaries agreed to at London nine months 
before. The cession of Ceylon and Trinidad to Great Britian, and 
the restoration of all the other conquered colonies to France 
and Holland, the integrity of the Ottoman dominions^ and the* 
recognition of the Republic of the Seven Islands, were provided 
for as in the preliminary articles . — History of Europe by Sir Archv 
bald Alison, Bart F. R. 5. E, 

49 

Protestant Christians 

In 1802 the nominal Protestant Christians amongst the Tamils 
of Jaffna were 360,000; in 1806, Buchanan (Revd. Claudius) who 
then visited Ceylon described the Protestant religion as extinct, 
the 6ne old Churches in ruins, the clergy who had once minis- 
tered in them forgotten, and but one Hindoo (evidently Tamil) 
Catechist in charge of the Province,~Sf> E. Tennent 

50 

Delft 

The long island of Delft, called by the natives “Neduntivu,” 
which means “Long Island” is situated 16 miles to the South West 
of Kayts Island, qpd is about 6 nffieS long by an average of 3 
broad. It is of coral formation and perfectly flat, the northern 
part consisting of groves of Palmyrahs» and the Southern of 
“Stone-strewn plains* covered with good grass and dotted with 
Sooriya trees.” Its extent is about 11,500 acres (or 18 sqr. miles) 
of which 2,500 are under dry grain cultivation, 1100 'Under 
palmyrahs, and 4700 pasture land. It comprises three villages 
known as Delft East (Kilakk}i Kurichchi) Delft Centre (Nadu 
Kurichchi) and Delft West (Metku Kurichchi). The people 
possessed in 1905 four boats (Vattai), all under 8 tons under 
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20 Kadmarams. The chief exports are mats. Shark has, ghee in 
bottles and pots, copra in bags, Pinnaddu, dried palmyrah seeds, 
coconuts, cotton thread, cuttle fish bones, and cattle. Delft ghee 
is in demand at Jaffna. The horse-breeding, under the Portuguese, 
gave the island a new name, Ilha das Cavalhos, Isle of Horses. 
Under the Portuguese, and after them under the Dutch, the 
whole Island was given up to it. In British times, for the first 
third of the 19th century, the South of the Island was reserved 
for horse breeding, and the end of that century saw a revival 
of it. but in i906 the horse breeding establishment was finally 
abandoned. Extensive ruins of stables at Sarapiddi and a mile 
or so west of the Government Bunglaw on the North of the 
Island, the latter known as the 'Thirty Pillars” still remain 
standing, gaunt among the coral stones, the prickly pear, and 
the scattered palmyrah trees of the plains, to show on what 
an extensive scale these operations were at one time carried on. 

Nolan took charge of Delft in 1811 and was confirmed in 
his appointment as Supt. of Delft Island June 8, 1814. He was 
also "Sitting Magistrate and Fiscal of the Province of Delft”. He 
retired on January 1,1826, returned to Ireland and died in 1840. 
He voas succeeded as Superintehdent and Sitting Magistrate by 
Robert Atherton. These posts were abolished in 1833. Nolan 
had a salary of £ 600 a year,—/. P, Lewis, C, C. 5. 

51 

The American Board 

The "American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions,’ 
under whose auspices the American Mission in North Ceylon 
was established, was organised on the 29th of June, 1810. It ori- 
ginated in the long cherished desires and matured resolutions of 
six youngmen, at that time students in Theology, to consecrate 
themselves to the service of God, in preaching the Gospel of 
Christ in heathen lands. At that period, the subject of Foreign 
Missions was almost unknown to the American Churches.— 

Dr. Poor's letters to His late pupils, 

52 

First Am: Missionary to Ceylon 

In Feb., 1813, Mr. Newell started as he supposed for Bombay 
but was landed, providentially, on the Island of Ceylon. He spent 
ten months in Colombo, constantly preaching in English to the 
foreigners and Eurasians and gaining a knowledge of the situa> 

21 
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tion which he passed on in urgent letters to the Board. He 
strongly recommended establishing a mission in Ceylon, '-A. Cen- 
tnry in Ceylon by Helen L Root. 

53 

The Wesleyan Methodist Mission. North Ceylon 

The Ceylon Mission is the oldest in the East belonging to 
the Wesleyan Missionary Society, and owes its origin humanly 
speaking to the powerful advocacy and quenchless zeal of Dr. 
Coke. In 1813, after a lengthy debate, the British Conference 
was induced to sanction the proposed Mission at Ceylon, Java, 
and the Cape of Good Hope, and appointed seven Missionaries 
(two of whom were married) to accompany Dr. Coke on this new 
enterprise. They embarked at Portsmouth on December 30th, 1813. 
Two of their number, however, were destined to end their course 
before they landed on 'India’s coral strand.” On February the lOih 
Mrs. Ault, the wife of one of the oldest missionaries, succumbed 
to a wasting disease. But a greater trial yet awaited the little 
band ; on the morning of May the 2nd, Dr. Coke was discovered 
a lifeless corpse on the cabin floor. Apoplexy had suddenly depriv- 
ed the missionaiy party of its leader, A greater trial could not 
have happened to them, for none of them had power to touch 
the doctor’s papers, or to cash any of the bills he had brought 
with him. They were thus cut off from all resources, and when 
they landed they were not able to muster money enough to pay 
the usual fees of the steward, or to pay the hotel bill for their 
first day’s dinner in Bombay. Their circumstances, however, were 
soon noised abroad and secured for them friends in unexpected 
quarters. Sir Evan Nepean, the Governor of Bombay, kindly en- 
tertained them till they were able to secure a vessel for Ceylon, 
and a Bombay merchant (W, T« Money) offered to advance them 
any sum that they might need on the credit of the Society. 
Sailing from Bombay on the 2flBi of June 1814, they arrived safe- 
ly at Galle on the 29th of the same month. 

On July 11th, they assembled themselves in conference to di- 
vide the load and to appoint their stations. Messrs. Lynch and 
Squance were sent to Jafina, Mr. Ault to Batticaloa, Mr. Ersklne 
to Matara, and Mr. doiigh remained In Galle* where he was after- 
wards joined by Mr/ fmd Mrs; Harvard, who had remained a 
while in Bombay. 

In January 1819, the missionaries met together again in Galle 
to hold their 3rd annual Conference. The most important reso- 
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hidon of this meeting was the division of Ceylon into two dis- 
tricts, to be designated the Singhalese and Tamil districts. The 
following year the Northern District was strengthened by the 
arrival of three young ministers, one of whom, the Revd. Joseph 
Roberts, was destined to make his mark in the mission both in 
North Ceylon and Madras, and to become widely known as an 
author by his work on Oriental Illustrations. 

The first property purchased by the Wesleyan Mission in 
Jaffna was the old orphan-house and Lutheran Church on the es- 
planade. This building had been converted at a small expense 
into a school and chapel. The chapel, however, soon became too 
small, and Mr. Roberts resolved to build a new and larger edi- 
fice on the opposite side of the road. The new chapel was com- 
pleted at a cost of £ 702, and it was dedicated to the service of 
God in the early part of 1823. 

The returns for 1825 contain 26 schools with 795 scholars, 
taught by twenty-six teachers. One of these schools was a girls' 
school in Jaffna with forty pupils, taught by a highly respected 
Dutch Lady, Mrs. Schrader. 

Something had also been done towards the creation of a na- 
tive ministry. John Philip Sanmugam was the first Tamil Min- 
ister in connexion with the Wesleyan Missionary Society. 

In 1833 the Revd. Joseph Roberts returned to England and 
the Revd. Peter Percival returned to Jaffna. In Calcutta, Mr. Per- 
cival had been associated With Dr. Duff, in connection With his 
gigantic educational operations. He had there seen the value of 
a Christian education as a Missionary agency. As soon therefore, 
as he returned to Jaffna, he began to give his attention to the 
schools. His first care was to establish a superior English school^ 
which bears to this day the name he gave it, the **Jaffna Central 
School.” Similar schools were commenced in each of the prin- 
cipal stations. 

1835-1845. This was a period of considerable activity. In 
Jaffna Mr. Percival was diligently employed in strengthening, and 
developing his educational schemes- In 1837 a girls' boarding 
school was added. It commenced with six pupils. It has now 
become one of the largest in the Island. A training class was 
also formed to prepare teachers for the numerous schools. Mr. 
Percival next gave his attention to the training of young men for 
the morp important work of preaching. 

In the midst of this educational activity, Mr. Percival ap- 
plied to the Local Government for the transfer of the old Dutch 
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Churches at Wannarponnai. Puttur, and Cattavelly to the Wesleyan 
Mission, which after due reference to the Secretary of State was 
successfully accomplished. Funds and materials were then ga- 
thered for the renovation or rebuilding of these, old Churches ; 
the Wannarponne Church was restored in 1837 at a compara- 
tively small outlay, but the Puttur and Cattavelly Churches were 
so far gone to decay and ruin that the walls had to be taken 
down and rebuilt. 

It was also a time of change. In the end of 1852, Mr. Per- 
cival, after twenty-six years service in India and Ceylon, retired 
from the district and was succeeded as Chairman by the Revd. 
R. D. Griffith, who after about three years gave place to the 
Revd. John Walton. 

1855-1865. The whole of this period was characterised by hard 
and steady work. In some parts of the district, mission opera* 
tions were almost suspended, month after month, on account of 
the ravages of cholera and small-pox. 

On the return to England of Mr. Walton, in the end of 1859 
Mr. Kilner became General Superintendent and Chairman of the 
district. One of the first things which claimed his attention was 
the formation of a class of converted young men to train them 
for the work of the ministry. 

1865-1879. This period began gloomily. During the year 1866, 
whilst the Chairman was on a visit to England, two of the Eng- 
lish Missionaries died and one proved unfaithful, so that at the 
end of that year only two missionaries remained in the held. Mr. 
Kilner returned to the district in the beginning of 1867, two ad- 
ditional young missionaries having been sent out to Jaffna a few 
months previously. Taking up the thread where he had dropped 
it on proceeding to England in 1865, ' Mr. Kilner threw his whole 
soul into> the creation of a vigorous native agency, to the streng- 
thening of all local institutions, and to the building of a healthy 
native Church. ^ 

In 1875 the Revd. John Kilner finally returned to England and 
the Revd, E. Rigg was appointed as his successor. The work 
continues to grow and in the matter of education especially, the 
mission has occupied a prominent position in Ceylon. There are 
now five central stations, Jaffna, Point Pedro, Trincomalee, Batti- 
caloa, and Kalmunai. Each station (except the last, which has 
but recently been occupied by an English missionary) possesses 
a girls’ boarding school, an English Central school and from a 
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dozen to a score of vernacular schools. At Jaffna there is a 
training institution for male teachers, containing at present thirty 
five students. At Batticaloa, there is a printing establishment, 
■which is doing its best to supply the mission with such books, 
as cannot elsewhere be obtained. The aggregate value of mission 
property in chapels, parsonages, school bungalows, printing esta- 
blishments etc., at the end of 1878 was £ 24,000,— ne Rev, /, 
BrowfCs Report to the Missionary Conference, South India and Cey- 
lon, 1879, 
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The first American Missionary to Jaffna 

Rev, E. Warren was the first to reach the field, on July, 
11,1S16, coming overland in a planquin, a laborious journey. The 
others soon joined him and they took a house in Jaffna Town. 
Wesleyan Missionaries from England were by this time establish- 
ed there, and this fact influenced the decision of the Americans 
to press out into the country, thickly settled and wholly unreach- 
ed by Protestant Christian influences.— -A Century in Ceylon by Hel- 
en I, Root 
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A. H. Med. Establishment 

'The History of the Medical establishment dates from the 
commencement of the American Mission. Two of the first com- 
pany sent by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions to this Island. Rev. Messrs. Warren and Richards, had 
a knowledge of Medicine, and commenced at an early period, its 
practice among the people. Mr. Warren established a small hos- 
pital at Tellipallai as early as 1817 having received aid in its 
erection, and in part for sustaining it from a few European friends 
in the province. Dr. Scudder arrived and entered upon his labours 
as a Missionary physician in 1819. In addition to his personal 
labours in his profession among the people. Dr. Scudder com- 
menced the training of a few native youngmen to practise medi- 
cine in* the country upon European principles. In 1833 Dr. Ward 
joined the mission and took charge of the Medical Department 
He continued to some extent the instruction of native youth in 
medicine. He left the island for America early in 1847. Dr. Green 
became connected with the mission in October 1847 and has had 
charge of the establishment up to the present time.*' 
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The aboTe is the introduction of a Paper drawn up by the Bey. Mr. 
Hastinfirs and presented to Dr, Bufus Anderson and Bev. G. A. Thomp- 
son. who in 1855. came to Jaffna as the Deputation of the Prudential 
Committee of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 
At the time Mr. Hastings, paper was presented Dr. Green had trained 
several students of whom 14 were llvinfr and of them five were in Mis- 
sion Service, four in Government employment, two connected with the 
Jaffna Friend-ln-Need Society’s Hospital, two employed by the Plant- 
er’s Association in cocoanut estates and one in independent practice 
in the town of Jaffna. Dr. Green’s Medical School at Manlpay was at 
the time in receipt of an annual Rrant of £. GO from Government. 
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The Chtnch Hission 

At the close of the year 1817, the C. M. S. appointed four 
English clergymen*— the Revs. Samuel Lambrick, Benjamin Ward, 
Robert Major, and Joseph Knight — to commence operations in 
the island. They left England on the 20th December, 1817, in the 
ship Yittoria, and arrived in Ceylon about the end of June in the 
following year. 

It was arranged that Mr. Lambrick should be stationed at 
Colombo, Mr and Mrs. Major at Galle, Mr. Knight at Jaffna 
and Mr. and Mrs. Ward at Trincomallee. 

The Rev. Joseph Knight, the first church missionary to Jaffna, 
commenced his work in 1818, at Nallur, a village situated at 
about two miles to the north-east of the town of Jaffna. In- 
numerable were the difficulties and bitter the opposition he had 
to encounter: The people considered missionaries as outcasts, and 
deemed it pollution to admit them to their dwellings. It was 
always usual for the Pundit to go to the tank— and bathe on 
his way home, after giving his morning lesson at the bungalow. 
In 1841. Chundicully, and in 1849, Copay, were taken up as 
separate mission districts, at both places substantial churches 
have been erected as well as at Nallur. 

The Nallur Girls' Boarding school, opened in 1841, is one of 
the most interesting and hop^ul of our educational labours. 
Many of those who passed through the school are now heads of 
families.— Rap. W. Oakley* s Report to the Missionary Conference, 
South India and Ceylon, 1879, 
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DttdCIiaiiks. 

Dead chanks, according to Mr. Charles Scott, the predecessor 
of Mr. Dyke, were first discovered in the Jaffna lake in 1821. 
The annual revenue derived from this source is small; and Mr. 
Dyke in his dav urged that the money derived should be handed 
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Over to the local authorities for local improvements. This how* 
ever, has not been done. From the records in his office, Mr. 
Twynam gives the Jaffna chank revenue for 50 years from 1841 
to 1891^ which sums up. Rs. 191,930 . — The Jaffna Catholic Guardian, 
8th Oct, 1892. 
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The Batticotta Semioary 

The Batticotta Seminary was started in the year 1823. It came 
into being four years before the Cotta Christian Institution of 
which the foundation was laid by Sir Edward Barnes in 1827 ; 
eleven years before the Jaffna Central School, now the Central 
College, started by the Revd. Peter Percival of the Wesleyan 
Mission, in 1834 ; thirteen years before the Colombo Academy, 
now the Royal College; established by Sir Robert Wilmot Horton 
in 1838; eighteen years before the Chundikuly Seminary, now St. 
John’s College, started by the Rev. John Talbot Johnstone of the 
Church Missionary Society, and the Central School Commission 
for the instruction of the population of Ceylon, established by Sir 
Colin Campbell, in 1841 ; twenty-six years before St. Thomas* 
Collegiate Institution, now St, Thomas* College, founded by Dr. 
Chapman, the* first Anglican Bishop of Colombo, in 1849 ; and 
twenty-seven years before the Jaffna Catholic School, now St. 
Patrick’s College, opened by Dr. Bettachini, first Bishop of Jaffna, 
in 1850. It was so. late as 1870, during the administration of Sir 
Hercules Robinson, afterwards Lord Rosemead, that the Central 
School Commission was superseded by the present Department of 
Public Instruction. Sir James Emerson Tennent, the accomplished 
Colonial Secretary and Lieutenant-Governor of Ceylon, has the 
following record of his impressions of Batticotta and of its far- 
famed seminary, o 

’^Batticotta, the head-quarters of the Mission, stands about six 
miles westward of Jaffna, in the midst of well cultivated rice 
farms and groves of palmirah and cocoanut palms. The whole 
establishment is full of interest and forms an impressive and a 
memorable scene — the familiar object^ and arrangements of a 
College being combined with the remarkable appearence and un- 
wonted costumes of the students; and the domestic buildings 
presenting all the peculiar characteristics of oriental life and habits. 
The sleeping apartments^ the dining-hall and the cooking room 
are in purely Indian taste, but all accurately clean ; and stepping 
out of these, the contrast was striking between them and the 
accustomed features of the lecture room with its astronomical 
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clock, its orrery and transit instrument, the laboratory with its 
chemical materials, retorts and electro— magnetic apparatus and 
the museum with its arranged collection of minerals and corallines 
to illustrate the geology of Ceylon. But the theatre was the 
centre of attraction, with its benches of whiterobed students and 
lines of turbaned heads with upturned eager countenances, ''God’s 
image carved in ebony.” The examination, which took place in 
our presence, was in History, Natural Philosophy, Optics and 
Algebra. The knowledge exhibited by the pupils was astonishing ; 
and it is no exaggerated encomium to say that, in the extent of 
the course of instruction and in the success of the system for 
communicating it, the Collegiate Institution of Batticotta is entitled 
to rank with many an European University.” 

To the American Missionaries, then, is due the praise of being 
the earliest and most enterprising pioneers, during the British 
period, of Western education in “India’s utmost isle, Taprobane.”* 
In 1816, the year of their first coming among us, they started 
two native free schools for the instruction of the people of this 
Tamil country. In 1822 there were 42 schools with 1800 pupils 
maintained at a cost of £ 270, including presents, premiums and 
the wages of the teachers, who, instead of receiving a regular 
salary, as at present, were paid according to the progress of 
the scholars, which was determined by a monthly examination. 
For seven years the work of education was so sedulously and 
zealously carried on that the live principal stations where the 
Missionaries had established themselves— viz, Tellipalai, Ooduvil, 
Manepay, Batticotta and Panditarruppo, were provided with large 
Boarding schools. Not a few of the pupils in these schools had 
made such advancement in their studies and given such promise 

Sf Such wae the goneral success of the eclucQitional measures of the 
Hon. Mr. North, afterwards Earl of Uuilaford, who first administered 
the affairs of Gerlon as a British colony, that in 1801 the number of 
schools throughout the Island was 170; and his successor Sir Thomas 
Maitland exhibited an equal appreciation of the importance of popular 
instruction and an equal assiduity in its promotion. But his operations, 
like those of his predecesor* were unfortunately circumscribed by the 
embarrassed state of the colonial Iluances. from which, by order of the 
Secretary of State, \\p larger a sum than .c isou per annum was for many 
years appropriated to the maintenance of Native education. Christian 
David, the iirst Protestant Tamil Minister in Ceylon, relates in his 
antoblcgraphy that, having been apiK>inted by Mr. North in ISOO to the 
superintendence of 47 schools in the peninsula of Jaffna, they were all 
suddenly closed by Sir Thomas Maitland in 1805. most probably in con- 
sequence of the want thus caused of the means applicable to their 
maintenance. 
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of further advancement as to warrant an attempt to place within 
their reach the advantages of higher education in a Qentral High 
School. According to an early American Report, which has come 
to hand: 

'The plan of such an institution was prepared and published 
and, though by some thought rather large, was warmly approved 
by the friends of the Mission in America and generally also in 
India. Funds to a considerable amount were conditionally pledg- 
ed in America and would have been given, had not unexpected 
obstacles from the local Government prevented its projectors from 
carrying the plan fully into effect. * 

The institution was commenced in a modified form at Batti- 
cotta in 1823 by bringing together the most forward lads from 
the different Boarding Schools and placing them under the care 
of one of the missionaries, who with assistant teachers, was to devote 
himself principally to their instruction in literature, science and 
religion. The number at first received was forty-eight, who, after 
qualifying themselves by farther attention to some elementary 
subjects, entered upon a course of study both in English and 
Tamil, similar to that laid down in the original plan of the 
College.'* 

The expenses of the Seminary were defrayed by the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, which is also called 
the Foreign Missionary Society of the American Congregational 
Churches. Most of the pupils were supported by patrons in the 
United States after whom they were called § and who made 
specific yearly donations of not less than twenty dollars for their 
beneficiaries. 

* Sir J. E. Teiinent refers to one of these obstacles as follows:* 
By some singular misconception on the part of the Governor, Sir Ed- 
ward Barnes, theo Mission was uncdurteously refused the permission to 
use their own types;. and the printer, who had actually arrived from 
America, was ordered, within three months, to take his departure from 
Oeylon. The printing presses were handed over to the Missionaries of 
the Church of England and for several years afterwards the liberty 
to use them was withheld from the Americans. This unwise decision was 
ultimately rescinded by Sir B. W. Horton in isaa. 

i Both at BatticQtta, and at Oodooville. it is a part of the system 
to apply the imnual contribution of some one friend of the Mission 
if it amount to the stipulated sum (which was £i»s p.^r annum) to 
the exclusive education of one individual, who. on admission, assumes, 
in addition to his own namb, that of the distant benefactor to whom 
he is indebted for his presentation. Thus at Oodooville the Tamil 
girls each bear the Christian and surname of an American lady : and 
at Batticotta one of the native students was presented by a name 
somewhat familiar to me as Mr. William Teunent--Slr J. £. Tennenc, 

22 
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The term of study was six years. The course of instruction 
embraced the Bible* Engli^ Grammar* Arithmetic* Algebra* Negando* 
Nannool* English Language and Literature, Natural Philosophy* 
Mental Philosophy* Logic, History* Kural* Euclid* Trigonometry* 
Mensuration* Chemistry* the evidences of Christianity* Euro- 
pean and Hindu Astronomy, the principles of Law* Sanskrit and 
Engli^ and Tamil Composition** 

This course will bear favourable comparison with the course 
of the present day in many of the Colleges in Ceylon, which it 
is worthy of remark, is generally too commercial in its aims and 
tendencies to be either liberal or comprehensive* on the one hand* 
or free, on the other from the prevalent evils of injudicious 
forcing and hasty cramming. 

The first Principal was the Rev. Daniel Poor* d. d.* who was 
in responsible charge of the Seminary for thirteen 'years from 
1823 to 1836* In 1833 Dr. Nathan Ward and the Rev. James 
Read Eckard joined the Seminary as Professors. Of the excellent 
work of Dr. Poor, as the first and foremost educational pioneer* 
the best evidence was afforded by his own pupils, of whom or 
rather of the more brilliant of whom* it was truly remarked that 
^*they would not suffer by comparison with the young men of 
their age in any country**. His resignation was accepted with a 
high sense of his invaluable services and in response to his 
earnest desire to proceed to Madura where he established and 
conducted a new mission, with the assistance of some of the 
pupils he had trained at Elatticotta* such as J. S. Tappan (father 
of the late Messrs Chelliah and Muttiah* the well known Colombo 
brokers) Francis Asbury of Sandilipay (father of the late R. O. D. 
Asbury) Nathan Strong of Manepay, afterwards connected with 
the well known firm of printers, under the name and style of 
Ripley and Strong, Eli. F. Cooly, of Putoor (father of Mr. P. C. 
Chellappah* subTnspector of schools) and Thomas Spencer (father 
of Mr. L. P. Spencer b. a. of the Wesleyan Central College), 
When at length the springs of life began to give way and Dr. 
Poor returned to Jaffna to spend his last days among the people 
to whose welfare he had devoted his best energies, he was sud- 
denly prostrated by the cholera of 1855; but even then he was 
as cheerful as ever and his dying conversation with Dr. Green 
has often been quoted in illustration of the flashes of his wit 
and humour, so playful* , edifying and lively* even when he 
lay on the threshold of eternity. There are a few of Dr. Poor's 

« The ourriculum embraced all the ordinary branches of historical 
and classical learning and all the higher departments of mathematical 
and physical science— Sir J. £. Tennent. 
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pupils, still in the land of the living, who speak in terms of the 
highest commendation of his services as an educationalist and of 
his character as a philanthropist 

Dr. Poor’s successor was the Rev. Henry Richard Hoisington 
D. o., who joined the Mission in 1834 and whose still surviving 
pupils^ notably Mr. Samuel Merwin, a Government pensioner, now 
in his 84th year and the Rev. George Champion of the Church 
Mission, now in his 80th year— are enthusiastic in their praises 
of him, as the ablest scholar among the American Missionaries 
who have come to the Island during the last 88 years. He knew 
Latin, Greek and Hebrew well, and his linguistic attainments on 
his arrival, were already so extensive that he soon mastered the 
Tamil and Sanskrit languages well enough to be able to do into 
English, in a most creditable manner, some of the standard works 
in those languages on Savaism and Hindu Astronomy. His great 
desire was to build an observatory at Batticotta, for which he 
collected the necessary funds on his first return to the United 
States. He even laid the foundation of the proposed building; 
but his colleagues, perhaps wiser in their generation and more 
practical in their views, were so opposed to a project, clearly be* 
yond the sphere of the useful among a people taking their first 
steps in Western knowledge and civilization, that it fell through. 
The life and Times of C W. Kathiravetpillau By James H, 
Martyn, 
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The Udtnrii Girl's Boirdins School 

This institution was founded in 1824 by Revd. and Mrs. 
Miron Winslow, American Missionaries. At first, all education was 
free, smd in addition, every student was given a dower of £ 4. 10 s. 
In 1843, this giving of dowry was abolished, although education 
was still free. In 1852 fees were charged, a custom which has 
continued ever since. In 1840, Miss Eliza Agnew became principal 
of the school - . - - From 1881'— 1913, Miss Susan P. Howland 
has been its Principal. During this time the educational standard 
of school has risen steadily. In 1886, a normal department for 
training teachers was started. In 1^7 an English department, 
where all subjects should be studied in English was started. 
First Christian Endeavor Society in girl’s school in India or Ceylon 
started at Uduvil in 1884. The school has greatly benefited by 
the long tains of service of these two principals Amicus, Special 
EdiHm. April I7th, 1914, 
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Psttor WeO. 

The Puttur Well is a large rectangular pit in the lime-stone 
rock, and its dimensions are about 40 ft. in length by 25 ft. in 
width. The only previous experiments made were in 1624 when en- 
gines of considerable power were employed to raise water from 
the wpll with a view of irrigating the district. The only result 
obtained, however, was the establishment of the fact that it was 
impossible to affect the level of the well or check the curious 
rise and fall of its water. This latter phenomenon has earned 
for it the title of the “Tidal Well of Puttur Journal of the Ceylon 
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. 
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Kbly St. James’ 

semihOue^mfitu erpeSi 

miu0«DL-aj ^fimaQek%»ueep/s g)ai6v 1825 w 

dpt^eSk siemQfth d^eoatnisemth Oup 

(fair, pen iokntJDsa(ggS(gd ^seSemtD/ren aoeop.Sdi mppommiUm 
pejemmuOujpih Qsammubinu ejn^uu(tempfdp(^m Sl(3^^ 

atlsBL. ^opfieSd^i^ui QmaeSiQlium (gpuSu^pfi^mmQuiuirQueem 
(}(yioeem mpdpeeSsM <Smee8ppd(^ QmnpfidsL^eaQoti^ pfdiQa^ 
wi0Si^/r4ir0<i^iA Queddionroiuemeedl, sifi(fajed^enaiQfun(^ddfd 
seetefidensejes ^(t^OoidreifluuLLL^ujd^L^ek uiRenoemiuiqih ^d 
QseeSp e^ni^iJIiuirirojoth ^uiSp peek. —The Christian Friend, October, 
1871, 
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Don Diego Warnasooria Arasnnilayitta Hodlr 

He was a Tamil Respadore, co-equal in position and authority 
to a Singhalese Chief or Dissave. Residing in the Jaffna Division, 
he took precedence of c the other Headmen of the Jaffna district 
under the Dutch administration. He was highly respected ; and 
generally moving in a Palanquin was looked up to with feelings 
akin to awe and veneration by%he populace. To his enlightened 
patronage, we are indebted for the Gnananantha Puranam. It is 
clear from the following stanza that this poem was completed in 
the year 1823 whep Father Joa Baptista (John Baptist) was Parish 
Priest of Jaffna. 

Que/bfiejutnod^n o^^ofipuutpoipfieai tdl iOsnek 
Q(sppiBej(iommdiQmem, jptuoikppfisydrQereek, 
Qupfi^eiOOu„ei^npp^uistmnd^saiewem , 
ion ppimjb^(^eBmuepioi^iuQmek pkoQ^ npOstieAtQi^ ek , 
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Don Diego Waraasooria Arasunllayitta Mudaliyar died in his 92nd 
year, in 1825, when, on the abolition by the English of the 
office of Respadore, his son, Don Nicholas Arasunilayatta Muda- 
lyar, became the first Maniagar of Jaffnapatam. Don Nicholas 
served with much acceptance till 1839. — Biographical Sketch of A 
Mudaliyar Santiagopillau 
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Matthew Philips 

Mr. Matthew Philips was bom in the year 1794. He was 
educated under the Revd. C. David (a convert of Schwartz’s) 
who was then Colonial Chaplain of Jaffna. He became pundit to 
the Revd. Mr. Meigs, and about 1817 was a teacher in the 
American Boys’ Boarding School, then at Pandaterruppu. When 
the Revd. Mr. Knight arrived in Jaffna, in the year, 1818, being 
in want of an intelligent man to help him in his work, he applied 
to the American Mission, and Dr. Spaulding recommended Mr. 
Philips to the post. The latter then removed to Nallore, where he 
laboured in the full confidence of the Mission for upwards of 
thirty five years as head Catechist and General Agent. He ap- 
pears to have been a very successful, earnest and laborious 
worker.— C. Af. S. Gleaner. 
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Tbe American Mission Press 

For the first few years of the American Mission, tracts were 
written on the leaf of the Palmyrah, but in 1821, Mr. G. Garret 
arrived with a press. The local Government being at that time 
hostile to the operations of the Mission, he was peremptorily 
ordered to leave the Island within six weeks. 

He accordingly went to the Continent and the press was taken 
by the Church Mission and thus made available for printing the 
necessary tracts and booka This continued till 1834. when the 
restrictions of the Government having been removed, the press 
was transferred to our Mission and set up at Manepay.— Rev. Mr. 
W. W. Howland. 
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Motto Komara Polavar 

|jpQ//f mLL<6sQmirLL€nu.mttjffirii^ 

iBL^uini$.eama. jgfdaeSeaaeSjb untSifipeawiutrjh Quit 
Quppoiir. wjBtrLSg 

jpij umt laa^imird^u m'lsuacem 

ufisth, 
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uj^tL9ufimeu^sih, amu Quuif^iu Ommt^mpu 
9^QfiU 1837 tih mtmffitSA ^ffii€Sl99A 

Lii. #. 
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Hanana Hodaliyar 


gjM O^munrtriiOtS^mm €f(tfj^tjD,Li(Si^rafl(tm» 

QpAiSm ^j»fii0a><S/Aar^CBi(|^ai(}«r jtfWSiril&iuviBL^th 

Q/§Au)jnrLL& iLtBsBiuQi^^sntu ^ULimQmirtirQ Ou0(0O#itoM«0 
^eomm€mu>^ 

(luQir9uLi/bfiS(§m/§iiv jd(^^Q^i 

^au nirnmur^jgii^ eSiutmQiunm^O^iu^g Q^aunQssiHntL^miM, 
uSmmmnsiBfrL^sih^ etmtu^pmjDuuttt^^ ^ir/fS^^tuih, 

qrirgpftxi ^ffsairQ u^^fi(tfimjD99afuu€0jgri9smBeSI(Q9j9 
QjfiHmjgt ^jnLt^Qiu<Sl0^€mir, §j^9 SOth L9^/nujgjB(tM 1827 w 
(f^s€S(tajffat£ffM9€mtr.-^u9. 9. 
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Vistnranatba Sasthiriar 


auftfiuu/rm^th 9aLL(^S3mniLmL^mA>i9>iiiB0 ^aneSm^fim 
SaS^ iSairu^mm/r, Sl^urjn saafl^p fdpmmmajuupfiim 

Qsm^u^pp ^€9mmm Sjdir99irmi9Biu Q^i ^Qsodsifipn Qtuamw 

0 m (Sir Alexander Johnston) ^diOwiipf 0 fff 9 irir 9 tu mirm^^ih 
(7fj8<ril«i0 §l9tmiruupfSu umnuli^ ^Sium^j £(^uih ^gpud 
*^g)999ira£m •9sS0p'^ ^rmgpti uiLu.uQuium9 ^mnm^u Qup 
pimQsa^ppmn, 

^diwjp Qmirmfikp SipfjutSrwpwuQppit 

^mprra'aSgpfih ^mfirShrmmrua f^mmpaStKS^ mLJdiQmwiLmi^d 

sirdDjSir9ff^00%»m!rfi9Aj usht^pwm^ (Bev. Dr. Poor) 

uSglQpdr u€gHQiumd jF^SinQfmQp Qpndi^QutraSmir. 1828 

udt(gsaf^ tDfrjgti 38 i 0sjS Qpjp/fiiu Offseunh 

uH^p^di 15 SaS^^diSiggiiy JSQwtr^mpfid^ 24 iSiAlm^ms^th 
smfip 00 p iSm^uuflL^m. gjotir mdim^ s^tdl^Qniuiimwsi 
Qu(^u>Ouiu9suttiBQiu L^m9i(QiAirO^ t^'^m9id(^pm^9^ oimadBrns^p 
00 ««r;iif Qm^meS^jprjf 0mgpih Quaiiflfu (ipmg9U9L^i», 
gjtup/Smir. 09itJBu.ihMpp iD»mm9»9 U€204r 

mtL^sQsQilmi^d supfi^sa^ ^(QOivaOiu ^tsdids 

Uln^gpdsirMLJ u^9amsih mmdipp Q^auQ^sffihiSdk^ (Mr. 
Dashiel) 90 «/r.— un. 


Nicholas Ptfvlralasiiighc HtfdaHyar 

Nicholas, the third son of Manudtamby Puvirajaainghe Muda* 
liyar, was bom in the year 1811* After a oounie of demcntary 
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instruction in Tamil, he was sent in 1823, in his twelfth year, 
to the Nallur English School, started by the Revd. Mr. Knight, 
and continued by the Revd. Mr. Adley, of the Church Missionary 
Society. He pursued his studies for about six years. He belonged 
to a class of intelligent boys. To some of these boys, including 
Mortimer (afterwards the Revd. Thomas Mortimer) and Marsh 
(afterwards Proctor William Marsh) Mr. Adley took a fancy, and 
in 1828, when he had to attend the Annual Conference of the 
Church Missionaries in Colombo, he was accompanied by these 
boys. In 1831 Mr. Nicholas had to return to Jaffna. In 1833, Mr. 
Dyke inaugurated his truly memorable administration of the North. 
Close upon his hejels followed Mr. Parsons to open a branch 
office of **the Civil Engineer and Commissioner of Roads*’ since 
called " the Director of Public Works.” 

The Revd. Mr. Adley recommended Mr. Nicholas to the favour- 
able notice of Mr. Parsons as a young man of parts and pro- 
mise. Mr. Parsons engaged Mr. Nicholas in 1833, to serve as 
Interpreter, Translator and Paymaster, in his office. Thus did 
Mr. Nicholas become connected with the Department of Public 
Works, from its very inception in Jaffna.— Li/e of Nicholas 
rajasinghe Mudaliyar. 
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Nayaomarkadtt Hospital 

This is the only hospital in the Island where the purely 
Ayurvedic system of treatment is pursued in its integrity. The 
Jaffna Catholic Guardian of June, 23rd 1888 says :- This hospital 
is a consolation for all. It lies about 3 miles from the Town 
receiving daily a good number of patients who suffer from carbuncles, 
tumours, boils, dislocations, wounds etc. All these defects of the 
human body are easily cured by the able treatment of the Doctor. 
He has inherited his father’s dexterity in Medical practice and 
leaves no marks of stain to blot out his fame. He also possesses 
a knowledge of English Medicine. One thing we regret is that 
the hospital is not large enough to receive its numerous patients.” 

This hospital was commenced by Mr. Arumugam Vettivelu 
who had a knowledge of medicine and who acquired some skill 
in treating fractures, dislocations and sprains. For these disorders, 
he prepared a special poultice, for which this hospital is still 
famous. His son Mylvaganam who succeeded him in the manage- 
ment of the hospital possessed considerable skill in surgical oper- 
ations. Since his death, his brother Mr. SivaSuppramaniam is in 
charge of the hospital. He is both a surgeon and physician and 
he has effected some very remarkable cures.— C, N, P, 
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Rerd. John Hensman 

In 1828, John Hensman was admitted as a boarder in the 
Nalloor C. M. S. Boy’s Boarding School. His conduct was exemplary. 
Mr. Adley took a »great liking to him, and got him admitted into 
the C. M. S. Seminary at Cotta, in 1832. The Rev. J. Marsh was 
Principal of the Cotta Institution during the latter part of young 
Hensman’s stay there, and the latter so won the affection of Mr. 
Marsh by his conduct and progress, that afterwards when he was 
appointed Principal of the Colombo Academy (Now Royal College) 
he got Mr. Hensman a position in the Academy. One of Mr. 
Hensman’s pupils at the Academy was Mr. de Saram, afterwards 
District Judge of Jaffna, and it is related that once he good 
humouredly said to Mr. Alfred Hensman, Proctor, when the latter 
was rather too vehemently arguing a case, that he was obliged 
to show unusual patience on account of his having been his 
father’s pupil, at the Colombo Academy . — The Life of the Rev, John 
Hensman, 
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Henry Martyn 

Qpjsp O/imeSuuQoifiiiSA w/S9iSssuuili^0i0jfiOunf9dM 

ejO^/r^ s9(^etfBjuu/fL^0€t90ii^u) 

QinQai gi(i^0ffuiuiriidM(o4uenL^/r ^trua^ireSliuniu 
tSi^00O0^e)Jirih ui^d^Q^iiwtrth 

jjoounuuQupp^irndj, eSeoffeSQoi eannikpem 

0iGDetun^pQu.iei»j ^d^irmfiff^n^aSpQfQeof 
ton ^7, *^6i6ar65ff0^«wggrf?fp tAlaajto ? losoiHgpifo jftehesBQiudMneO 
Qfii Qpeevpdf' men mCJ^oid^i^daneiMsm muDd(^to 

g)niir GdeiLu. ^Siftiud, ^diQeStei^ gjeodaean gjeodOejd/Meej 
nspfiirmsek^ neoah^mmnffes Jnen/fip, 0uSlifig,n)ds69n gleodOtum^ee 
ntwtrdiu ufi^trnv fijrdmenffaeniQL^nd ^o/Qffshen tAldm 

eSpuenesTth Qpmupfj^di Qfijiddgtt, tSttndiimtian^ih 

QpSnuQ^iLujuuLLt^sif, 

anpufipept Qt0u.th fS^QmeenridfBp^ii ^^p/iffenmenaf^ 
iSp^ 9L^pfi^0^ih gimn fft09uii, toenfi§ULiL,.u>j mnifienmmiLL^dt 
AepS^pp^ nQp^is^idr Qfip^Qfipd^ ptfSdQpnit Qnu 

uipeSpenpentuppir^th lAI^ ^LJiSptofffu eS^tuwi^ meoeoais. g^dum 
emod ns u)ii pfi tuff a ttj l'^43 ld nteofftSeond^ih^ ^dnapfdt 

neteoQiunQ nubuepCiuiLtp^dpii n piuundt encmd todrenanRen petl 
neadiujpptrdo ^'‘ekQpand meandmutSm^ar^'^iusiiSenir. nu 

iSfmQne’B sh^iSidiiaeoipfip ^eBuenfip QppeSjjen 
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^i^0fiearir, 1861 ui a(0€Lf(A Osir€m^m(^iJi 

SfdgearULiL^mihQuirdj^ fdq^thiSff iledma Opm 
^QtuitsuiiriSsorir. upu^o/fsaf^tjutrsa^ , S^ikaSifiirfF® erm^ir aSaur 
ath Qp^giini fiaiutri^eJa^tLfu) uirt^aanr , — uif. 9. 
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King*s House, 
Colombo, 
January 7th, 1833. 

Henry JiUrtyn 

I have received your letter of the date of December 
15th 1832, containing a statement of your qualifications, of the 
accuracy of which I entertain no doubt from the favourable im- 
pression I received during your late examination. The qualific- 
ations you possess are precisely those which will enable you to 
carry on the important duty of tuition, with the certainty of render- 
ing inestimable benefits to the Colony, if you persevere fearlessly 
and zealously in that course. I trust, therefore, that I may rely 
on your devoting yourself to that duty and you may depend upon 
receiving every support from me in my power. 1 have heard that 
you have met with some reproach from your brother students, in 
consequence of your having turned your attention to various 
kinds of manual labour, which are not carried on by persons of 
your caste; but I beg to assure you that, so far from that 
circumstance exciting my disapprobation, it has precisely the 
contrary effect, as it evinces that you are superior to those pre- 
judices, which canqot long remain, when that system of improve- 
ment shall have been more generally developed, which is now so 
successfully commenced in this Island. Feeling satisfied that you 
will continue to show unremitting zeal in furthering the views of 
those benevolent men with whom your happy destiny has connected 


you. 


W»tch Repairing. 
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1 remain. 

Very truly yours, 

R. W, Horton. 


Mr. Henry Martyn when at Batticotta U:»ed of a Saturday 
morning to pay a visit to Jaffna, and, on such occasions, to do 
various little errands for the Missionaries. One of these errands 
was to take the clocks and watches out of repair, to be put to 
rights by a Burgher named Alvis. He was anxious to see the 
watch-maker at work; but the watch-maker always avoided him 

23 
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being too jealous to afford an opportunity to a stranger to learn 
his craft. But Mr. Martyn thought he might try his hand at 
watch-repairing. Setting out one morning, with a watch belonging 
to Dr. Poor, he halted at a Madum. He examin^ the watch for 
sometime and then carefully took the mechanism* to pieces, the 
only tool he had, being a penknife. After cleaning the different 
parts, he put them together, and found, on winding, that tlie watch 
resumed its normal motion. So elated was he with his success 
that, instead of going to Jaffna, he returned to Batticotta much 
sooner than usual. Dr. Poor, on receiving the watch, remarked 
humourously enough that Mr. Martyn must have taken to that 
wonderful mode of locomotion known as the seven-leagued boots 
to have done his errand in so short a time. The true explanation 
followed and Dr. Poor was so pleased with Mr. Martyn’s perform- 
ance that he soon obtained for him all the tools and implements 
of a watch-maker. Thus was Mr. Martyn led to pay special 
attention to watch-making. A noticeable feature of his study at 
Batticotta was the number of clocks, watches and musical instru- 
ments which caught the eye of the visitor. During the last 18 
years of his life, he found much more leisure, as a Government 
storekeeper, to practise the art He gave the public so much 
satisfaction that Mr. Gillman, OMce Assistant to the Government 
Agent, and latterly a Judicial Officer highly esteemed for the acumen 
and close reasoning displayed in his judgments, wrote to him to 
say that with such an artist in Jaffna, it was unnecessary for him 
or his friends to send their watches to Colombo or Madras— a 
course then involving risk and delay— 7/ra Life of Henry Martyn. 
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Hissioa Prcss & Infant School 

In 1833 the restrictions laid upon the Mission were removed 
and additions to the force made. This followed upon the visit of 
the new Governor, Sir Robert Horton, who became greatly inter- 
ested in the plans and progress wf the Vaddukoddai Seminary. 

Mr. & Mrs. Minor took up the printing work at Manepay, 
where the long wished for press was set up and with it the other 
press shipped out years before, lost in India, recovered and since 
loaned to the neighbouring Church Mission at Nallur. Mr. & Mrs. 
Hoisington settled at Vaddukoddai. He became the head of the 
Seminary faculty and took the place of Dr. Poor when the latter 
removed to India. Mr. Hoisington proved to be of unusual 
scholarly tastes, and gifts and his learning commanded resi^ 
among the people every- where. His devotion to the Seminary was 
unbounded. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Eckard were stationed at Panditerippu, where 
Mrs. Eckard opened the first ‘Infant School” in Ceylon modelM 
after the ones popular in America at that time : — A Ctntury in 
Ciyhnby Heien L Root 
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The Jaffna WeslcTan Central School. 

The Central College was originally and popularly known as 
the ‘‘Vembadi Wesleyan School,” on account of a number of big 
Margosa trees that stood in front. It was also known by the 
name of Percival’s school. There was an English School in the 
time of Revd. Roberts, predecessor of Rcvd. Peter Percival. who 
engaged Mr. Brown Sinnatamby, as Head Master, and Messrs 
Meckenstry Kanagaratnam, Wyman Katiravetpillai, Jonathan Crow- 
ther, John Koch and several others as assistants. The prominent 
scholars in these days were Messrs. Muttukistna, who became 
afterwards Deputy Queen’s Advocate and B. L. Stoner Modlr., 
Samuel Grenier, Chellappahpillai and Arianayagam and others. 
Messrs. Chellappahpillai and Arianayagam were recommend- 
ed by Mr. Percival to the Normal College in Madras where they 
passed their b. a. and B. l. examinations creditably. Mr. Percival 
was compelled to join the Madras University. The Revd. R. D. 
Griffith who succeeded him died on his return home. Revd. John 
Walton took the chair with Revd, William Barber as principal of 
the Central School. The old staff of teachers resigned. A new 
staff was employed with Mr. Samuel Grenier as Head Master, 
Mr. John Koch as Roll-caller and Messrs Frederick Grenier, Peter 
Vyramuttu, Joseph Vallipuram, Philip Tamber and several other 
graduates of the Central school as assistants. Rev. J. Walton was 
succeeded by Revd. John Kilner. Mr. Samuel Grenier having lost 
his father resigned and went to Colombo, Mr. William Kevins 
took his place and the school was affiliated to the Madras Uni- 
versity Central--- June 1907. 

76 

ChoKb Repair and Appeal to Enropean Priesta 

In 1834 His Holiness Pope Gregory xvi separating Cejion 
from the Jurisdiction of the Bishop of Cochin, with a view to 
its better administration, erected it into an independent vicariate 
appointing the then Superior of the Island Mission, the Revd. 
Father Francis Xavier the first Vicar Apostolic directly respond 
aiUe to the Holy See. Father Xavier having died soon after hia 
nomination. Father Vincente de Rosario was the first Goanese to 
duties as the Vicar Apostolic of Ceylon, with the title of 
P i , hn p of Tamacene. Him succeeded another Goanese Missionary 
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Father Caitano Antonio who was raised to the dignity of Bishop 
of Usula. It was about the year 1839 when the rebuilding of 
St. Mary’s Church in Jaffna was proceeding apace, that the 
Catholics of Colombo petitioned the Holy See to send a few 
European priests to the Goanese Fathers labouring in their midst. 
The Goanese Missionaries were doubtless most zealous and self 
sacrificing and many of them were also well versed in Tamil, 
but they were found unequal to the growing requirements of the 
Catholic Community in a progressive^ English Colony. This was 
so strongly felt by the principal members of St. Mary's Congre- 
gation, that following in the wake of their Colombo brethren, 
they also made an earnest appeal to the Propaganda in Rome 
for European Priests. Chevalier Saverimuttu Mudaliyar and Mr. 
Abraham took the lead in getting up this appeal, which, in, due time, 
was responded by the Propaganda sending a small band of Italian 
Missionaries, of whom Father Bettachini was the first to arrive 
in 1843. He was followed by Drs. Bravi, Cingolani, Sellani and 
others. This band received two Spanish accessions in Fathers 
Oruna and Florentine Garcia, the latter o( whom becoming the 
first European Parish Priest of St. Mary’s Jaffna in 1848» lived 
to a good old age and died as Dr. Joulain’s Honorary Vicar- 
general at^'^Bolawatta in 1894. In 1847 another band consisting of 
Fathers Semaria, Keating and Ciamin and Brother Gaspard de 
Stefanis was sent at the request of Dr. Bettachini by Dr, Maze- 
nod, Bishop of Marseilles, and Founder of the Order of the 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate :— Sketch of T. Mudaliyar 
Abraham, 
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Chevalier Saverimtitta Hadlr 

A. D. 1869— A. D. 1882. Sandrasagra Mudaliyar Saverimuttu 
Mudaliyar, who was distinguished for the interest he always took 
in all matters connected with the Cathedral Church, brought to 
completion the Portico works of the church. He also furnished 
the church with sacred images, globe lamps, cloth etc partly 
from his own private funds and partly from subscriptions raised 
by him amongst the congregation and among his friends. His 
indefatigable exertions were so highly appreciated by the late 
Archbishop Bonjean that his Lordship brought prominently to the 
notice of His Holiness the Pope, whereupon His Holiness was 
pleased to create Saverimuttu Mudaliyar a Knight Chevalier of 
the order of St. Gregory the Great.—/. H, W, 



181 

78 


Ptttbankoli Bridge 

In 1836 Mr. Parsons undertook the construction of the Puthan> 
kuli Bridge on the road to Chavagachcheri and entrusted the 
immediate supervision of the work to Mr. Nicholas, who had 
already given proofs of his natural aptitude to direct labourers and 
artificers to carry out a plaii in a workman-like manner. The 
Puthankuli Bridge, the best in the North, was so well constructed 
as to raise Mr. Nicholas in the estimation of Mr. Parsons who 
appointed him Storekeeper of the Department in 1840.— 77d<? life 
of Ntcholas Puvirayastnghe Mudaliyar^ 


Terrestrial Globes 
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In the year 1835 in his twenty-fourth year, Mr. Martyn con- 
structed two Terrestrial Globes, which he forwarded to the Royal 
Society of Great Britain and Ireland and for which he received 
the following graceful and encouraging acknowledgement from 
tnat distinguished body. 


The Royal Society of Great Britain and Ireland, 
14 Grafton Street, Bond Street. 
London 18th of July, 1835. 
Sir 


I have the honour to inform you that, at a General 
Meeting of the Royal Society of Great Britain and Ireland held 
this day, your interesting donation, received through the Right 
Hon’ble Sir Alexander Johnston, of two Terrestrial Globes, in- 
geniously made by yourself, with the names on one written in 
English and on the other in Tamil was laid before the Society 
and 1 am directed to return you its best thanks for the same. 

I have the honour to be. 

To Mr. H Martyn, 

Batticotta, 

Jaffna, 

Ceylon. 
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Tirapanichangam 


Sir, your most obedient 
very Humble Servant 
H. Harkness 
Secretary. 


About the year 1837 a Society was former! composed of the 
members of the church and this Society carried out all works 
in connection with the church. It was composed of the following 
gentleman as Office Bearers viz. President, Sandrasagra Mudali- 
yar Saverimuttu Mudaliyar; Secretary, Philip Bastiampillai; Trea- 
surer, Bastiampillai Anthonipillai; Accountant, Nicholapillai Sinne- 
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tamby; and the following Committee Members; Arasunilayitta 
Mudaliyar Santiagopillai, Tisseverasinghe Mudaliym: Abraham* 
Tisseverasinghe Mudaliyar Joseph, Anthonipillai Santiagopillai, 
Susaipillai Swampillai, Bastiampillai Santiagopillai, Markupillai 
Gnanapragasam, Santiagopillai Simeon, Gabrialpillai Yakopillai, 
Swampillai Anthonipillai; Santiagopillai Philipu, Anthonipillai Pedro- 
pillai and Sanjupillai Anthonipillai. This Society collapsed in 1852. 
Prominent amongst the members of the Society was Mupu Gnana* 
pragasam. He commanded more influence than any lawyer of 
the day. He was the first Catholic Registrar. A great Peace- 
maker, he was instrumental in preventing breaches of peace 
amongst the members of the church. The melody of his stento« 
rian voice and his exemplary administration of office as '*Mupu** 
are still the theme of admiration amongst posterity. -^-Centenary 
Sketch of the Jaffna Cathedral. 
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Chenathiraya Hfldaliyar 

gjtotirdsifuu.'feniu^ QstimJsfaptSpifima. 

^eOsOtuisimoRoii ^ssireo^i^s^if^tu 

SitjeujuiSffwn^mAsmB^ih mnmemmSiuiKuw 

0i0 (Rev. Mr. Knight) ^9 WLuQujtiQu^niu ^(^mpgg. 

Sieeir, uegeoaifiofiseff^e Qgiip 

mnpujfmetdldi 

paffuuesa^u) uon, isArniQa^emuemm jS uiaeSLLu.Ligd(Ssg§Smk 
ifffi mgg(Qgii gjeagi^'l uv^mir. uf. #. 
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The Horning Star 

The Morning 'S];ar printed semi-monthly, in Engli^ and Tamil, 
was commenced in "1841. It was at first edited by two Natives 
and devoted to education, science and literature and to the dis- 
semination of articles on agriculture, government and religion 
with a brief summary of important news '.—The Revd. Mr. W. W. 
Howland. 

The two natives referred to were Henry Martyn and Seth 
Payson whose names were printed, as editors, at ^e foot of the 
last page of every number ' of the first volume.. Mr. Martyn 
contributed the bulk of the editorials. The English translations 
of the Panchatantra and the Paramatha Kuru Kadai, the controver- 
sial papers on Tamil Grammar and the summary of news in 
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EngUsh were also from his pen. With the close of the first volume 
Mr. Martyn's connection with the Star ceased. 

The Momtng Star is the oldest newspaper in Jaffna. The 
newspapers started elsewhere in the Island, prior to ite publica- 
tion were edited by Europeans. Mr. Martyn fs therefore entitled 
to the distinction of being the first Native Journalist of Ceylon 
Btographkal Sketch of Henry Maftyn, 
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Friend-fn-need Sodety 

A public meeting was convened at the Court House, on 
Tuesday evening the 9th instant, according to appointment, for 
the purpose of forming a Friend-in-need Society. Captain Coch- 
rane having been called to the chair, opened the meeting by a 
brief address., stating the object for which they had assembled. The 
meeting was then addressed by the Rev. P. Percival. and Mr. 
F. C. Grenier, showing the importance of forming such an institu- 
tion. and the great usefulness which it might be hoped would result 
from its formation, if liberally supported by its friends. We un- 
derstand that the monthly subscriptions amount to £ 8.— The 
Morning Star, March 18, 1841 
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P« Kandapillai 

Quir^ggfsSm, ufS 

QmLJd A0AfMevvdi 

muaetu ereor^ih Qufuffir^ ^fStuuuLii^ 

ir0Lb ^gyLf^fiiHs^th iSpi/firnaaf, n.jafdQtuirsp^pir 
s^eStufSoffh aSeemOiupff^ erisi(^ui soar 

oMiiuQpih i^iftturoaptLith ^siirdB(ifii/fe8r. its poop oSili^ 

t9«VL/^ pih offt^suiur^QiSdo^ Quirs&sr/r. gl^rurif^fu 

sei^smsm sififfarsart^sih, ^ffruDoSoiirsih^ aoo^ ssirs^p 
seir 19.91 L^stij oiQaa^ otrL^sih^ s^s^sBoOrir anL^mth, 
glJpBtaoidtoSIsSojffSih ^9(U 21 eimsQ*ors8. §lgrfiii9p Qsr 
mioUJUiLt^oo^u urt^sC»S(iokno(n^i(^B /t(f^osarui 1842 th ^eirB 
^odtiswpio 2w 76 iSjrrAi^fiQot stlQi^orr 

MjaQpriQsn^th gjpipomrrih, gfn/ir Lf/tfiffr m, wtw 

UC9 QaBmanoiih lur^uunosBrisdQsB ^irasB 
mmpvi, uaioiroa.iprQii9gpni8siiLjwo:0u)tni5l0ij9 g|/D/i^«a9fJ.c.f/r. 
g^mir u9L^pQpnu.siOo9LLi9 (i^ihg gfffpfioaekWoSeSoiaspmp gs,i 
(gMgiy ^d^dpainrsiOoQff uru^qf.i^ppmh, asst pgr) 
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i0ft.aD^a^<r gitupfSmir, Q#6fr0>^jOtj«r^jk^iF0iir /rr. nr. 

Qua€a^iufTLS^2Bfff m. m. enseinsM^ eremuvj BQffCL^ir. Uff. 

* # 
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Saivite School 

On the last day of September 1842 some of the Hindus met 
by agreement at a house in the Tamil City, spoke to one an- 
other with contempt and pity of converts to the religion which 
they said the missionaries had invented, and resolved upon esta- 
blishing a school with a view to the defence and propagation of 
the ancient faith of Siva. Though an attempt to make a 'collec- 
tion for this purpose had the effect of suddenly thinning the meet- 
ing, yet the new school was openned on Saturday, October 
22nd 1842 “it being an auspicious day*':— Pastors by the 
Revd, E. /. Robinson, Late Wesleyan Missionary in Ceylon, 1867. 
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S. Ambalavanan 

The appointment of Mr. Supramania Ambalavanan to the Dis- 
trict Judgeship of the Islands is an event of no ordinary inter- 
est to the local community. Descended from the most respect- 
able parentage, possessed of wealth with good native talent im- 
proved by an English education in the Batticotta Seminary, en- 
gaged for the last four years as a Proctor, and for about 18 
months as Deputy to the Queen’s Advocate in the District Court 
of Walligamam, he is entitled to the patronage and favour of 
the Government. The mass of the natives have known him to 
be upright and honest in his management of cases in Court, and 
they have the confidence that he will act on similar principles 
in the more important and responsible capacity of Judge:— 77ie 
Morning Star, April 27- 1843. 
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Hr. Hartyn and his popils 

Mr. Martyn served on the dhiff of the Batticotta Seminary 
for about eleven years. During these years, he had much to do 
with the education of most of the promising young men whom the Semi- 
nary had attracted from the different parts of the Peninsula. Of his 
numerous pupils, mention may be made of 

1, E. Cornelius, Alias Siimatamby ScU'avanamutto of Manepay, 
Surveyor under the District Road Committee, Jaffna. 

2. Gerard li. Hallock, Alias Saravanamutto Murugasu Muda- 
liyar of Manepay, Head Clerk of the Jaffna Customs. 
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3. David Riggs, Alias Valauthar Sidemparapillai of Puttoor 
Surveyor. 

4. Ponnampalam Sinnacutty of Pannalai, Proctor, D. C. Jaffna. 

5. J. R. Arnold, Alias Arunasalam Sathasivam of Manepay, 
Editor of the Morning Star and Professor of Vernacular Liter- 
ature in the Jaffna College. 

6. Daniel L. Caroll, Alias Vyravanathar Visvaiiatharpillai of Mane- 
pay, first B. A. of the Madras University and Registrar of Tanjore. 

7. William Nevins, Alias Muttar Sidemparapillai of Uduville, 
Headmaster of the Wesleyan Central School. 

8. Elisha Rockood, Alias Sinnatampy of Alavetty, Sub collector, 
Kankesanturai< 

9. Joseph W. Barr, Alias Appukutty of Tellippalai (Kumara- 
kulasinha Mudaliyar) Chief Clerk and Interpreter, Minor Courts 
Jaffna. 

10, George Champion, Alias Kanapathipillai (Jacob Ruben) of 
Manepay, Native Pastor, C. M. S. Jaffna. 

11. Ira Gould, Alias Antho Simon of Panditeripo, First Dis- 
penser of the Jaffna Friend-in-Need Society's Hospital. 

12. David Stowell. Alias Saravanamuttu Sinnatamby of Mane • 
pay. Head Clerk, P. W. D, Jaffna. 

13. Robert Breckenridge, Alias Ambalavi Kathirasar of Telli 
pallai, Sub-Inspector of Schools. 

14. Joshua Danforth M. D., Alias Kathiraser Periatamby of 
Changanai, Resident Surgeon, Jaffna Friend-in Need Society’s Hos- 
pital and Medical Officer, Vavuniya Vilankulam. 

15. B. C. Graves, Alias Chittampalalam Vyramuttapillai of the 
well known Firm of L. C. Graves and . Co., Madras and sometime 
Maniagar of Batticotta. 

16. Samuel Merviii, retired 2nd Clerk, Jaffna Kachcherri;— 
Biographical Sketch of Henry Miartyn. 
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Goyemment Storekeeper 

Mr. Martyn applied for two appointments—a Government Sur- 
veyorship in the Eastern Province and the Government Storekeeper- 
ship at Jaffna— then vacant. He accepted the Storekeepership, 
which Mr. Dyke was pleased to confer on him. This acceptance 
the late Mr, Solomon Johnpulle, in an article on the ‘^Worthies 
of Jaffna”, contributed forty-five years later, to his paper, the 

24 
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‘^Ceylon Patriot,’* deplored as a most untoward and unfortunate 
event, in the life of one who, under favourable circumstances, 
might have been the Faraday of Ceylon, but whose ingenious 
and inventive mind was diverted from scientific and philosophi- 
cal pursuits to the calculation and distribution of such trifles as 
**013*’ mats and *'Naar” baskets. 

From 1843 to 1860, Mr. Martyn was the General Storekeeper 
at Jaffna. During the period under notice the office was held 
in a rented house to the North and the Storehouses for salt were 
located on the grounds to the South-East ot the Jaffna Customs. 
The Storehouses constructed of timber and palmirah leaves, were 
reduced to ashes by a disastrous fire that broke out accidentally 
in the year 1850. They were then built anew on more spacious 
grounds to the South of the same road (Beach Road) at some 
distance from the original site. The present Stores and the per- 
manent buildings serving as the office were constructed during 
the administration of Sir William Twynam. 

The Storekeepership has of late been shorn of much of its 
importance. Salt is now the principal article in charge of the 
storekeeper. In Mr, Martyn 's day over and above the custody 
of arrack and salt, the storekeeper had to take charge of all the 
timber felled and removed from the Crown Forests, now entrust- 
ed to the supervision of a separate department. He had also 
to supply all the provisions for the patients suffering during an 
outbreak of cholera or small-pox— a duty now transferred to the 
Civil Medical Department 

During his term of office the worst visitation of cholera was 
in 1845 and of small-pox in 1854. 

For many years Mr. Martyn, at the request of Mr. Dyke, 
acted as Interpreter during the Criminal Sessions of the Supreme 
Court at Jaffna whenever the work was heavy. He was often 
complimented by the presiding Judge for the accuracy and flu- 
ency of his interpretations :— Sketch of Henry Martyn, 
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bthiiasa Polavar 

QeeceSt ueteSd^jem 

gjaue 1844 li 40 ^mwetuigeae 

us. SF. 
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Ceykm Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society 

This Society was formed in 1845 for promoting enquiries in< 
to the History, Religion, Literature, Arts and Natural History of 
Ceylon together with the social conditions of its present and 
former inhabitants. The members are elected by ballot and pay 
an admission fee of half a guinea* The General meetings are 
held quarterly in the first weeks of February, May, August and 
November, when all papers and other communications to the 
Society are read. The papers are open to free discussion and 
are either printed in the Journal of the Society kept among 
its manuscript record or returned to its author, as may be de- 
termined by the votes of the General Meeting:— Ceylon Al- 
manact 1849. 

91 

Swaminathar 

unt&SuuittSQoi (tfiektSeeir 120 

erw(^ih QuQff®ut^p0 Qp0£gi0^iru9tuiriStk^. 
glULfOimurji LfiSiri g)eicya9S# ^enuaS^ JlQnm 

iSirfiSfiiuffiu ^ 09 # eifinuidKeai&iBmQpyfeSItueir. 

iAlss QunOuij^s ^k^Qpih ^caru 
Qpiatrius minreouf^^v’^ 

wmeuSiBifpir eniejpiih, mtrL^enhuirlSth mairemp^eoa 
•n^n er^jifnh MwSearM, 

uiti^uQupp glireiD>9fri^sih^ ^(^iLLf^fiiritirL^mih 
OiepuilL^0Kr^A%9, ufisti’sm oM^roSoo^seetr 
ud. tf. 
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Sarayanamottft Ptflavar 

fieui gl/bemead^ QpAtSm 40 m(ri^u,mm9dlm 

Qf^Qm g)(g90M. ^lup 

j^ptn(}u90ui9irse9iaom creigpuh iSemQ^irj^^d #10 
QioirifiQuiud/i^aL g^iaitroii^^r.irmnoge iD^erm 
MwBmj L^(did^waSu.ih usif0t0m^asm93 a.enu^tueir 

1815 lib 9<Bsuei^p9^seSQtuw* 

tpeaSmir. us. ff. 
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St. John's College 

St. John’s College is the Chief Kdiicational Establishment of the 
Church Missionary Society’s North Ceylon Mission. In 1823 a 
Boy’s English Sichool established at Nalhir by the Church Mis. 
sionary Society was conducted by the Revd. William Adley. In 
1841 it was transferred to Chimdirully in order to make room 
for the Girl's Boarding School which still exists at Nallur. In 
1846 the School was .removed to its present position adjoining 
St. John’s Church. Part ol the ground was granted by Govern- 
ment, and for the remainder the Seminary was indebted to the 
late P. A. Dyke Esq. The materials of the Old Dutch Church 
were used by the Revd. Parc^yter for the construction of the 
School. 

In 1876, the Revd. D. Wood bought an additional piece of 
land on which, in 1888, a Boarding House was erected by the 
Revd. G. F. Fleming with funds collected from Old Boys to perpet- 
uate the memory of Mr. J. Evarts, whose name as Headmaster 
for 20 years, is still revered. 

Our Jubilee was ‘celebrated in 1891 and to mark the occasion 
it was given its, new name ’St. John's College.” On the 12th Oct- 
ober 1899 the roof of the main building collapsed. In February 
1901, the Metropolitan, then Bishop of Colombo, formally opened 
our College Hall with its four class-rooms. 

One great result of the good work done by the college for 
over 60 years was the founding of the Old Boys Association^ in 
1904 and the college play -ground intended as a memorial to the 
Revd. Charles C. Handy b. a. who was Headmaster of the Ins- 
titution for 19 years, was opened on the 2lst May 1909. Princi- 
pals^ Revds. J. T, Johnstone. 1841-1846 ; R- Pargyter, 1846-1866; 
D. Wood, 1874-1878; E. Blackmore 1878 1879; G. T Fleming 
1880-1889 ; C. C. Handy. B. A. (acting) 1889-1892 ; J. W. Fall M. A. 
1892-1895 ; J. Carter M. A. 1895-1899 ; R. W, Ryde M. A. 1899-1900 ; 
Jacob Thompson m. a. 1900 ; 

/ifeflrf-Affls/tfrs:--MesSrs, W. Santiagoe, 1841-1848 ; J. Philips. 
1848-1853 ; R. Williams. 1853-1866 ; S. Williams, 1866-1867 ; J. Evarts, 
1867-1887 ; Revd. C, C. Handy B. A. 1889-1908 ; T. H. Crossette, M. 
A. 1908:— St. John's dklege Calendar for the year 1910. 
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Philip Qiinnaver 

The son of an expert and painstaing farmer. Chinnaver grew 
a fair, lively lad. full of promise, and rather tali nod stout for 



189 


hIs age. Removed from the Tamil School in his fifteenth year, 
he followed his father to his farm where he was taught, day 
by day. to plough, to sow, to mow, to mannure, to irrigate, to reap, 
to bind into sheaves, to stack, to thresh, to drive a team tread 
ing out the corn, to winnow, to make nursery beds, to plant, 
to make fences and enclosures, to pen. tend and brand 
cattle, to make mats and baskets, to twist naar and coir ropes, to 
drive a pair of bullocks, yoking them to a cart, to milk a cow, 
to chum cream or cure into butter, to thatch a house, to make 
movable huts for watchers etc. Taking kindly to these pursuits 
he gradual! V acquired a satisfactory knowledge of the practical 
Georgic of his father, who was much consoled in his old age, 
by the thought that his son had been fully trained to replace 
him honouralbly in Adams profession. Chinnaver whose life as a 
farmer, was necessarily uneventful, died in 1345 in his 78th year, 
leaving two sons, Joseph and Thampapillai : — Life of Philip Chin- 
naver. 
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The Oblate Hission of Jaffna 

In 1845 the Island of Ceylon was divided into two vicariates— 
one at Colombo in the South, and one at Jaffna in the North. 
Monseigneur Bettachini was appointed Vicar Apostolic of Jaffna. 
This zealous prelate felt the importance of calling to his aid some 
Society of Missionary priests. He fixed his choice on the Oblates 
of Mary. Monseigneur de Mazenod, whom he vistied in 1847 at 
Marseilles entered fully into all his viev/s, and it was then agreed 
upon between both prelates that a foundation of the Oblates of 
Mary in Jaffna was to take place forthwith. 

Father Semaria was appointed Superior of the Missionaries 
who were to go Ceylon . No better choice could well have been 
made for suph a position. A Saint, a Scholar, an Apostle, he 
was admirably fitted for the great work which awaited him in 
Jaffna. At the time of the arrival of the Oblates in Ceylon, there 
were only eight priests in the Vicariate of Jaffna, a district nearly 
one-third the size of Ireland. There were then about fifty-thousand 
Native Catholics in that District On his aniv d in Jaffna Father 
Semeria wdts named Vicar-General. This position opened up a 
large field for his great admini.strative capabilities and Mission- 
ary zeal. 

In the year 1854 the District of Jaffna was visited by a 
double scourge — cholera and small pox. Desolation was in every 
home, the whole populaticm was buried in a stupor of ter- 
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rible despair. The streets rang day and night with the cries ol 
the affrighted multitude. Out of the six thousand Catholics of wludi 
the mission of the town of Jaffna was composed, one thousand 
had at the close of the year, fallen victims to the terrible plague. 
Father Lacombe, a devoted young Missionary, was carried off by 
the frightful epidemic, a Martyr to his priestly duty. The heart 
of the Saintly Father Semeria was plunged in deep affliction at 
the sight of his perishing people. His labours among the cholera 
and small pox smitten were incessant. To Christian and pagan 
alike he was father and friend and nUrse. The year 1855 opened 
without any cessation of the double scourge. Early in the Feb- 
ruary of that year, a letter reached Monseigneur Semeria from 
the venerable founder, Monseigneur de Mazenod, announcing the 
definition of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception, in the 
following terms:— 

The Holy Ohost has spoken by the voice of Peter. The Bupreme 
Pontiff. Pius IX. the infallible organ of the church, surrounded by 
two hundred Bishops, has pronounced the decree, declaring that the 
Virgin Mary. Mother of God. was preserved from the stain of original 
sin. Let us rejoice and give thanks to God that we. by the name borne 
by us (Oblates of Mars Immaculate), should have already proclaimed 
this truth. 

The reception of news so important and so gladdening to 
the pious heart of the devoted and afflicted Oblate Father, who 
was a sure son of Her Whose Immaculate Conception had been 
declared an Article of Faith, stirred up in his soul hope for him- 
self and his people, of escaping, through the intercession of Mary 
the Immaculate, from the dreadful scourge that was upon them. He 
forthwith resolved to order a Triduum of prayers in honour of 
the Immaculate Conception to be offered to God, to obtain, 
through Mary’s intercession, the cessation of the plague. He invited 
the Fathers of the neighbouring missions to come to Jaffna, 
and take part in this devout celebration. During three dasra^ vio- 
lence was offered to heaven by Priests and people praying to- 
gether to be delivered from the terrible scourge. Great crowds 
flocked to all the devotions of thc^Triduum ; the voices of those 
who were weeping and sighing and petitioning for mercy were 
loud in the church from morning till night. The confessionals 
were besieged by eager multitudes who wished to make their 
peace with God and very many approached the Eucharistic Table. 
On each of the three days a numerous procession, in whidiwas 
borne with great solemnity a statue of Mary the Immaculate is- 
sued from the church and circulated through the streets of the 
town, singing Hymns and Litanies, and reciting prayers for for> 
giveness^ and for the turning away of God’s anger. Axthes of 
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flowers were erected at the entrance to the chief thoroughfares, 
flags and festoons graced the fronts of several houses. Many Pro- 
testants willing to show their sympathy with their Catholic fel- 
low'^towns men, decorated their house fronts in the streets through 
which the statue of Mary Immaculate was being carried. Still the 
plague continued to advance with terrible strides, and to strike 
down its average daily number of victims. No cessation or lessen- 
ing of the evil took place during the three days from the com- 
mencement to the completion of. theTriduum On the fourth morn- 
ing the Triduum closed. Quickly the news spread that there had 
been no new cases of Cholera on the previous night, no death 
that morning, and that aN who had been attacked had recovered 
and were out of danger. That day forty patients came out from 
the small-pox hospital cured. The anger of God was appeased, 
and the power of prayer through the intercession of Mary the 
[mmaculate was established. Many conversions of pagans and 
Protestants were the result of an event which seemed more than 
marvellous and nothing short of a miracle to the pious and 
thoughtful. 

In the year 1856 Monseigneur Bettachini made successful ap- 
plication to the Holy See for the appointment of Father Semeria 
as his Co'Adjutor, with right of succession. On the 20th of Au- 
gust of the same year the latter was consecrated Bishop at Mar- 
seilles. Monseigneur Bettachini died in 1857, when the full charge 
of the vicariate of Jaffna passed into the hands of the Oblates of 
Mary. 

The founding of Catholic Schools, in which a secular educa- 
tion of a high standard would be given, was one of the first 
works of importance in the eyes of Monseigneur Semeria. Next 
in importance, to the mind of the Holy Prelate, was the esta* 
blishment of Orphanages on an extensive scale in his Vicariate 
for poor Christian children deprived of their parents, and also for 
the reception of poor little outcasts, the *'waifs and strays” of 
Paganism. These t^o great works, which were to prove of such 
immense value to the Vicariate of Jaffna, were entrusted by Mon- 
seigneur Semeria in an especial manner, to the enlightened and 
devoted direction of Father Bonjean. 

Monseigneur Semeria took his departure tom Ceylon for Eu- 
rope early in May 1867. The duel object of his journey was to 
assist at the General Chapter of the Society of the Oblates^ which 
was to be held during the month of August of that year inAu- 
tun. He was never to see Ceylon again. When he was pre- 
paring to go to Jaffna he was taken ill at Marseilles at the house 
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ot the Oblates in that City, where he expired on the fourth day 
of his illness, in the holiest dispositions. His death took place on 
the 23rd January, 1868. We select the following from the bio- 
graphical sketch of this holy prelate, written by his spiritual son 
and Oblate Confrere, Father Bon jean; — 

“John St ephen Seineria was born at Calla. near St. Hemo, in the year 1819, 
of an honourable family. He was remarkable durini; the year of his proba- 
tion, for his perfeut obedience, the tender delicacy of his conscieiioet the 
sweet gravity of his manners and his scrupulous charity. He was raised 
to the Priest hood lu the year 1^5. Shortly after his Ordination he be- 
came the associate of Father Albini in his Missionary works among the 
poor Italians at Marseilles, and became afterwards the fellow-labqurer of 
that holy Prie.st in his missions in Cor&icii. At the call of obedience 
he cheerfully changed tlie scene of his labours from Corsica to Ceylon. 

He whose words we have just cited, and who had been for 
many years* the alter-ego of Monseigneur Semeria in virtues, in- 
labours, and in holy sympathies, was designed by public voice as 
the most-fitting successor of that saintly prelate. The appoint- 
ment, by the Holy See, of Monseigneiir Bonjean to the office of 
Vicar-Apostolic of Jaffna, confirmed th6 expectation which existed 
so widely with reference to that event. 

Under the active and enlightened guidance of Monseigneur 
Bonjean, the Vicariate of Jaffna continues to make most consoling 
progress. The number of Catholics in that Vicariate, which in 1850 
was fifty thousand five-hundred, is now seventy-thousand. Within 
that period over twelve thousand pagans have been baptised, one 
hundred and four schools have been opened, five Orphanages have 
been established. A Catholic press has been created, and a Catho- 
lic Journal founded, which is printed in Tamil and English. Whilst 
the work of primary education is being pushed to the fullest de- 
velopment possible, under the circumstances, the higher branches 
of studies for young people of both sexes are being advanced 
year by year to a perfection that places them on a par with the 
best schools in the .Island. In the Jaffna Vicariate there are 263 
Churches, the greater number of which are, it is true, very hum- 
ble ones, and nearly forty priests of^the Society ctf the Oblates 
of Mary. There are also In that Vicariate five convents, includ- 
ing two for Native Nuns ; a Junior 'Seminary for young eedesias- 
tics. A theological Seminary is in pirocess of formation there. 

The consecration of Monseigneur Melizan asCo-adjutor Bishop 
10 Monseigneur Bonjean. is an event which cannot fail to give 
an additional impulse to the great religious movement which is 
astir in the Vicariate of Jaffna. We regret that our limited space 
compels us to close this notice of the Missions of the Oblate 
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of Mary Immaculate in Ceylon, without our being able to in- 
clude in our narrative some details of the Apostolic works of the 
zealous and devoted Fathers Boisseau, Mauroit, Pusaque, and of 
several other Oblate Missionaries in that Island, whose labours 
have been blessed with signal success.'—Sketches of the Life of Mon- 
seigneur de Mazenod by the Rev. Robert Cooke, O. M. I. 
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Saivite Discourses 

Saivite preachers and stewards appeared, and formed and 
worked a circuit somewhat on the Methodist model. In connec- 
tion with the reading and recitation of passages from their sacred 
books» a lecture or sermon was delivered every Friday evening, in 
a spacious shed on the holy ground within the high wall round 
the temple of Siva at Wannarponne, and appointments, though not 
of such frequent occurrence, were also kept at the important vil- 
lages of Chunnagam and Manepay. Before the delivery of the 
first lecture, December 31st 1847, the officiating priest of the 
temple broke a cocoanut in honour of Pillayar and the under 
taking; and at the close of the meeting he solemnly rose and 
said, that the omens for the association were remarkably auspi- 
cious. In the first place, the cocoanut had broken evenly into 
two equal parts, and secondly at the commencement of the ad- 
dress, he had heard the sound of a bell within the temple. The 
principal orators, both of whom had been day-pupils in our Jaffna 
school, were Arumugavar, the first and most frequent, and the 
presiding genius through all the movement, and a frietid of his 
named Cattigas Ayar. The former, of the Velala or agriculturist 
caste, good-looking, intelligent, studious, reserved, of grave demean- 
our and blameless life, not better acquainted with the Hindu 
Shastras than with the Christian Scriptures, hud been for a long 
period, day after day, the worthy companion and valued assistant 
of the gifted and plodding Mr. Percival in preparing and editing 
treatises and hymns in Tamil and translating the prayer-book and 
the Holy Bible. Cattigas Ayar, a round, oily Brahmin, physically 
inferior to his colleague and naturally less austere and resolute 
but equally learned in Hindu lore, and quite patriotic, would not 
alone have originated such an enterprise. He was the writer’s res- 
pected and faithful Moonshee, and when bantered in the study, 
admitted without hesitation, and in the best temper, that he did 
not himself believe much of what he thought it necessary to re- 
late to the people as unquestionable history. 

25 
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The subjects of discourses supplied were the following;-— Initi- 
atory prayer; the holy necklace; ^e love of Siva; the sacred wri- 
tings; taking away the life of animals* two lectures; festivals, the 
public worship of Sivai the mortality of the body, the leading 
doctrines of Sivaism; ^e duties of women; impartial judgment; 
earthly and heavenly treasures; adultery; charity; sacrilege, two; 
dninkeness, three; gratitude; alms-giving; education; unity of God; 
the veneration due to Cows, two; imitating the wise and the good; 
the vanity of earthly pleasures; and credulity:— Pastors by 
iho Rev, E. /. Robinson, late Wesleyan Missionary in Ceylon, 1867 
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Temperance Movement 

In 1834 when the reinforcement to the American Mission 
came fresh from the temperance agitation in the United States 
none of them used alcoholic drinks, and their example together 
with the conviction already growing in the minds of the Senior 
Missionaries led to the abandonment of their use altogether. Dr. 
Scttdder found his first temperance mass meeting so great a po- 
pular success as to convince him that the mission ought to take 
a decided stand in the matter. A Jaffna Teiiu;)erance Society was 
formed, uniting all factions in a common opposition to a common 
enemy:— A century in Ceylon by Helen L RooU 
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Dr. Oreen 

Dr. Samuel Fisk Green came to Jaffna in 1847. After a few 
months’ stay at Vaddukoddai where he used the equipment and 
continued the work of Dr. Ward, he removed to Manepay. 

Dr. Green’s first classes were instructed in English but he 
soon found that the English terms in medical text books were 
practically unintelligible even to educated Tamils. The task of 
accurately defining in Tamil the terms used was immediately un- 
dertaken. rather the creation of % medical nomenclature in the 
Tamil language, a stupendous task which occupied many years. 
Dr. Green succeeded in getting through the press the following 
books, some 4000 pages in all ; Cutter’s Anatomy. Physiology and 
Hygiene. MaunselFs Obstetrics. Druitt's Surgery. Gray’s Anatomy. 
Hooper’s Physician’s Vade Meci;^ Well’s Chemistry. Daltoe’s Phy- 
siology. Waring’s Indian Pharmacopoeia. 

Dr. Green spent ten years in Jaffna, then after an interval 
of five years at home^ he married and returned for a second ten 
years, and would gladly have returned for a third term of ser- 
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vice had not the Board then adopted a policy pf cutting down 
the medical works in all its missions, a policy afterwards happi- 
ly reversed but too late to save Dr. Green to Ceylon. 

Twice at least during Dr. Green's years in Ceylon there oc- 
curred a fearful epidemic of Cholera which he was helpful in 
combating. He took the disease in 1855 just after the death from 
Cholera of good old Dr. Poor, and on his recovery, • gave himself 
to the cure and prevention of Cholera in the Province. In 1866 
again there were many thousands swept away by this disease. 
Dr. Green’s tracts on Cholera were distributed by thousands by 
the Government, and his methods widely followed :— Ctninwyin 
CiyUm by Helen /. RooU 1916. 
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Esther Yilasam 

Mr. Martsm hid the gift of song and from his boyhood dis- 
played a talent for poetical composition. Various are the Tamil 
songs he composed on various occasions at the request of his 
friends ; but they were all of a fugitive or fragmentary character. 
His version of the Lamentations of the Blessed Virgin Mother 
at the foot of the cross, dictated during the last week of the 
lent of 1848, is the only specimen of his versification extant In 
his latter days he dictated to an amanuensis, bit by bit, a poem, 
similar to the *^akuntalai Vilasam,” dramatising the Biblical ac- 
count of Queen Esther. This poem, of-* which the tunes were 
suggested by Ponnan, a celebrated Tamil musician, was commit- 
ted to writing on palmyrah leaves; and the book in this^ form« 
the only one available, was in possession of his brother-in-law, 
who would on no account lend it to any one, till a separate ^py 
was made, but who was compelled by the author to] lend it to 
one Pedro, a man with some pretentions to poetry, who was soon 
afterwards implicated in a murder and transported to Malacca. 
Anxious inquiries were made for the poem, but Pedro in trouble 
seems to have irrevocably lost it A few pieces from the “Esther 
Vilasam” are still remembered and sung by a few persons in 
the town and these pieces bear traces of the elaborate elegance 
of the poem.— Bwgwpkioi/ Sketch of Henry Martin. 
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Commotiaii at the Cathedial 

The solemn Christmas Service in Jaffna both at midnight and 
the following morning, was held in St Mary’s alone from time 
inunemorial; and the practice was continued by Dr. Bettacfaini 
till the year 1848» when be decided to sing the Midnight Mass 
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in St, Mary’s Minor or the Church of our Lady of Refuge. This 
decision greatly surprised and irritated the less intelligent section 
of the Cathedral Congregation, who seemed to think a grievous 
wrong was done in upsetting immemorial Custom and depriving 
the Cathedral of a special and inalienable privilege. While the 
Midnight Mass was being celebrated in St. Mary’s Minor, St. 
Mary’s Major was alive with the hum of an excited mob. The 
Church was opened and prayers were read by some, while others 
gathering about the Belfry, pulled away lustily all night, tolling, 
the parting knell, as they said, of their Bishop. When, after a 
rainy night, the morning broke bright and beautiful. Dr. Bettachi- 
ni ordered the Cathedral to be closed. Mr. Robert Langslow, a 
pious young Irishman, who was the Deputy Queen’s Advocate, 
undertook to execute the order. Proceeding with Andrea, the 
Bishop’s Italian coachman, and a few servants, he had bolted and 
barred all the doors on the Southern side and some on the 
Northern side when, as the result presumably of some concerted 
action, a very stout man, taller than his comrades by at least 
half a head, opened the first door shut. Mr. Langslow going up 
to the man rebuked him, threatening him with a prosecution. The 
man then retreated and Mr. Langslow returned to see the re- 
maining doors shut. Thereupon the man re appeared and hastily 
opened a few doors on ^the Southern side. Mr. Langslow had 
again to rebuke him in a severer tone. This scene of Mr. Lang- 
slow closing and the man opening the doors was enacted and 
re-enacted for some lime. Mr. Langslow was at last so exas- 
perated that he directed Andrea and the servants to have the 
man seized. Andrea perceiving the perilous position he was in, 
counselled Mr. Langslow to with-draw, deeming prudence the bet- 
ter part of valour; but Mr. Langslow persisting, Andrea beat a 
hasty retreat. The servants, in executing Mr. Langslow’s order, 
caught a Tartar in the stout man to whose rescue his comrades 
came, in overwhelming numbers. Mr. Langslow found himself 
in an awful plight In the melee that ensued, he was forced out 
of the Church and struck and ^ned by hands he could not re * 
cognize, and, in the effort to make his escape, he stumbled upon 
a heap of stones and sustained further injuries. Father Semeria 
the Parish Priest, perceiving the serious commotion, hied to the 
scene. Mr. Abraham who had also been present near the spot, 
where Mr. Langslow fell, raised him up and dispersing the mob, 
lifted him into his carriage, and, with Brother Gaspar-de-Stefanis 
accompanied him to the Jaffna Friend-in -Need Society’s Hospital 
where the wounds were dressed by Dr. Hoffman, the Military 
Surgeon. Mr. Langslow recovered rapidly enough, and resumed 
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his duties; but it would appear that his death in the following 
July was due to the severe internal injuries he had sustained. 
His remains lie interred in the Cathedral. There is a large gra- 
nite stone over his grave with the following inscription;—- 
To the Memory 
of 

Robert Wm. Langslow, Esqr., B. A. 

Deputy Queen’s Advocate 
of Jaffna. 

Eldest son of Robert Langslow, Esqn, late District Judge of 
Colombo. 

Bom at Shropshire 14th August 1819. 

Died 15th July 1849. 

On whose soul may sweet Jesus have mercy. R. I. P. 
It took some* time to bring the recalcitrant congregation to 
their senses. Santhappa Nather, one of the four Jesuit Mission- 
aries then labouring in the Jaffna District under Bishop Bettachi- 
ni, used to say, with reference to this commotion:— 

rnitifi): — Biographical Sketch of T. Mudali- 

yar Abraham, 
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Chanmukach Chaddampiar 

Qsvilant^u u€B)^xts/rehffijr^a^aS(^M ^^SiuaniL ukitjififf 

^^ngpniiiTuS(^i^ 

^eAtQps^^LLL^tkiStuirn ^rrmOf oitp^siDatu etisi 

(gih ^fiStuuuLLL^Qifffr^ir. jsunet^BntStni^Qefn® Qjl' au^ui^i^Qp 
aSs sfisSeSI €r€mjy m^ircsBCotuio aifwQpiD 

Qup(yv, ^af<f ld49a> a0c.ca anpicir^th Qih^aB ^saBsOiptmi^ 
55u tSfffiujifip ijirQwirs iSjrnufituiuSesiit, 

urn atfluundip fi(n^s^aDuuQuifj9Mjnriu uitttQuipfifuQuitmu 
iSIjrsiiBd^ih 9L.Mam^tr iipv«gRQiuA ('Bev. W. P. Nathaniel) 
QpBmii ^€uir^ gjiraiiri^iith un, fl, 
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Stewards Garden 

Dr. Bettachini, who was then occupying the old house of the 
Goanese Fathers, that stood to the Southwest of the Cathedral, 
thought it both safe and dignified to reside in a house of his 
own, and the members of the '^Thirupankhangam'* were asked to 
purchase a suitable residence. Btewart’s Garden, on the Southern 
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aide of the Main Street, nrobably so called from its having been 
owned or occupied by Mn Stewart, afterwards Justice Stewart, 
vras then in the market, and the Bishop willing to acquire it, 
promised to pay three-fouths of the purchase amount, leaving the 
Catholics to make up the balance. Aseerwatha Mudaliyar, qecond 
Interpreter of the Jaffna Kachcheri, who had already acquired the 
large walled premises known as Mooyaart's Garden on the other 
side of the road, (now St. Martin's Ecclesiastical Seminary) cast 
wistful eyes on Stewart’s Garden and it was even reported that 
he was determined to have it at any cost. On the day of sale, 
there was bri^ bidding for sometime between Mr. Abraham and 
Aseerwatha Mudaliyar, who, seeing the determination of the Catho- 
lics^ withdrew, leaving them to buy the property. On the site of 
the old house occupied by Drs. Bettachini, Semeria, Bonjeanand 
Melizan, a new Refectory has been built; and the garden extend- 
ed by Dr. Bonjean on the Eastern side as far as the road, has 
been walled on that side by Dr. JovAimi-^BiographiaU Sketch of 
7. Mudaliyar Abraham. 
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St* Patrick's CoQege* Jaffna 

It was about the year 1850 that the Jaffna Catholic English 
School was founded. 

Father Mhuroit, in whom centre a thousand endearing 
and venerable associations^ was the first Manager. Mr. Foy, an 
Irish gentleman, was the first principal. The teachers were Mr. 
William Mar^ Mr. W. Santiagupillai, a Cotta Student known to 
this day by his '^ilhristian Psalmody," which was the first printed 
edition of the poems of Anthonykutty Annaviar, the celebrated 
Christian poet of South India; Mr. G. S. Arianayagam Pillai, B. A. 
to. L. who latterly rose to a Seat on the High Court Bendi 
of Travancore; Mr., afterwards Fr. Xavier, the first Tamil priest 
ordained in Ceylon; Mr. Mac. Donnell, the son of KuttyMoqper, 
the oldest Tamil teacher that the Misdon has known; Mr. Paul, 
whose name has since been associated with Hambantota where 
he was for many shears employ^ and Mr. Veeravagu. One of 
the first students was Fr. P. O’Flanagan who subsequenffy prose- 
cuted his studies in the Government Collie at Pondicherry and 
in the Scholasticate at Autin, France, 

In July 1857, Dr. Bettachini died at Bollawatte. The Right 
Revd. Dr. John Stephen Semeria, Bishop of Olympia, succeeded 
him. He took a warm interest in education. He appealed to the 
Revd. Fr. Cooke, the Provincial of his Order in England, for 
European Masters, and late in 1859 we got Brothers Brown and BymeJ 

In 1860 the school commission, on the persistent represents* 
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tioii of Father Bonjean, consented to extend to the Jaffna Boys 
Catholic School the Government-grant, ^ich they were giving to the 
English Schools under the management of the Weslyan and Angli- 
can Missions. It was this School Commission that gave the school 
the name of the Jaffna Boys Seminary, by which it was after- 
wards known. The Circular instituting local examinations on the 
lines of the Cambridge local examination was issued by Mr. 
Scendall on the 6th December 1861. Mr. Bruce in 1880 condemned 
these locals as having no prestige and introduced the Cambridge 
Local. Messrs Scendall and Bruce were afterwards created Civil 
Knights and Governors of Crown* Colonies. On the 31st of October 
1861, Bishop Semeria left for Europe. After eight months he 
returned to Jaffna with Fathers Boisseau and Boutin, Brothers 
Conway and Dowling and Mother M. Xavier, known in the 
world as Mrs. Marchand, who was the first Lady Superioress of 
the Jaffna Convent, Sisters M. Helen, M, Teresa, M. Stanislaus and 
M. Joseph of the Holy Family of Bordeaux. It was in response 
to Dr. Semeria's appeal for European masters that Brothers Con- 
way and Dowling were sent. With their arrival in 1862, the 
teaching staff of the school was materially strengthened. There 
were then besides the four European tutors viz. Brothers Albert 
Michael Bennett, John Joseph Brown, Patrick Joseph ConWay and 
Robert Rowland Dowling, the Native teachers Messrs W, Santia- 
gupillai, Authur Fletcher, Peter Vyramuttu, John Bastian, John 
Joseph Tisseverasinghe, the well known Surveyor, G. Bastian 
familiarly known as Chellar Master, and C.. Thiagar, the genial 
and popular Tamil Pandit and Moonshee. Of Brothers Dowling 
and Conway it is necessary to say a few words. Brother Con- 
way was a fine specimen of manhood, remarkable for soundness 
of judgment and decision of character. At his request two young 
Civilians took part in the public examination of the school in 
1866. Brother Dowling is one of the ablest and most successful 
teachers the school ever had. Poets, they say are bom, not made. 
Teachers of the Dowling type too are born, not made. Brother 
Dowling was only 18 when he came amongst us and he passed 
away when he was 21, having accomplished in less than three 
years what many people cannot hope to do in a whole life. He 
died of consumption on the 21st of August 1865, at Myrtle 
Lodge", where he was removed for a change. Myrtle Lodge 
was the name given by Mr. Joseph Price, District Judge of Jaffna 
^o his large coccanut garden at Colombogam, which passed into 
the hands of the Catholic Mission in 1863, and is now known 
as the St. Joseph’s Orphanage. Brother Conway survived Brother 
Dowling four years. He managed the school with remarkable 
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ability for about 8 years. He died on the 22nd February 1870 
of paralysis. To one of his students who visited him when he 
was stretched on the bed of sickness, he said that a strong man 
struck down by paralysis had no hope. It was the year before 
Brother Conway died that the Confraternity of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus was formed. Dr. Bonjean had then assumed the Epis- 
copate. Brother, afterwards, the well known Father Murphy, suc- 
ceeded Brother Conway. He continued only for a short time and 
only to meet a pressing exigency. Father, or Brother Flanagan 
as he then was, succeeding him at the close of ^1870. Brother, 
Flanagan was ordained priest with two others in December 1871 
at the very first ordination of priests held in Jaffna. The two 
others were Fr, Vedrenne who is no more and Fr. Roux, whose 
name will for ever be honourably rembembered in connection 
with the Buddhist riots at Anuradhapura. From 1871 to 1874 Fr. 
Salaun had the management of the school. He was in feeble 
health and died of consumption at Jaffna on the 14th of April 
1874. Fr. Flanagan then became Director of St. Josephs’ Orpha- 
nage and manager of schools and continued as such till his death 
in 1889. During the time the school was conducted by the 
Brothers the pupils got their education for the asking. They 
may be said to have enjoyed a halcyon period when no fees 
were exacted. Three pence a month uniformly through all the 
classes was not much of an exaction. Rs. 6 was the sum total 
of the fees a scholar paid for his whole schooling in those days. 
At the time the school was under the management of Fr. Flana- 
gan, the teaching staff consisted of Native youngmen trained by 
the Brothers during the previous decade. Fr. Flanagan however 
was anxious to get an infusion of new blood and we got Mr. 
Mac. Mahon of St. Peters’ College, Agra, in 1874 and Fr. Lytton 
joined the school in 1875. The Inspectors who successively ex- 
amined the school were Messrs Scendall, Marsh, Colson, Helps, 
Alwis, Walker and Blair. About the year 1878 an agitation was 
set on foot by the leading Catholics of Jaffna for higher educa- 
tion. The late Fr. Murphy maj^be said to have been the soul 
of the movement. In 1879 the Very Rev. Fr. Soulier, Visitor 
General of the Oblates, of Mary Immaculate, came on a visit to 
Jaffna. The college under its present name was opened on the 
10th of January 1881. The Revd. Fr. J. R. Smythe was the first 
Principal of St. Patrick’s Collie. He was the son of a Protestant 
Clergyman and had, after prosecuting his^studies at Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, entered the Ceylon Civil Service. It was while he 
was Police Magistrate of Jaffna that he resolved to join the 
Catholic Church and was on December 8th 1868, received into 
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gam Orplumage. The foundation stone of the large College Hall» 
unquestionably the best of its kind in the Province and com- 
paring favourably with any other in the Island, measuring as 
it does hundred and five by 22% feet, was laid on the evening 
of Sunday the 4th December 1881. Fr. Smythe continued as Prin- 
cipal till 1883, June, which witnessed important changes in the 
ecclesiastical administration of the Island. The Central Province 
was detached from Colombo and erected into a separate Vicariate 
and entrusted to the Sylvestrian Fathers, with the Right Revd. Dr. 
Pagnani as Vicar Apostolic, The Colombo Vicariate was entrusted 
to the Oblates of Mary Immaculate with the Right Revd. Dr. Ch. 
Bonjean as Vicar Apostolic, the Rt Revd. Dr. Andrew Melizan suc- 
ceeding him as Vicar Apostolic of Jaffna, In the month of August 
of the same year. Dr. Ch. . Bonjean left us for Colombo after 
having spent twenty-seven years of his life in our midst, devoting 
talents and energies, that might have graced any of the leading 
capitals of the World to the social, moral and intellectual im- 
provement ot the people committed to his charge. With him 
left Fathers Pulicani, Boisseau, Charles Collin and Smythe. The 
Revd. Father Lytton succeeded Fr. Smythe. In December 1883 
the distribution of prizes was held for the first time in the new 
College hall. A class for the study of French was opened early 
in 1884. In March 1885 died Brother J. J. Brown after 27 years 
spent in the work of teaching. On the 25th of April Dr. Melizan 
paid a visit to the College and presented to the masters and 
pupils the new Principal Revd Fr. J. Collin and Brothers Dunne 
and Wheeler, who were about to enter upon their duties as Pro- 
fessors. January 1887 witnessed the death under very painful 
circumstances of the Revd. Fr. M. A. Murphy, one of the ablest 
and most zealous clergymen, that Jaffna has known. There was 
no public movement in his time in which he did not form a 
prominent figure. He will perhaps be longest remembered in 
connection with the Jaffna Catholic Guardian, of which he was Editor 
during an exceedingly eventful and sensational period. In January 
1889, the death took place at Point-Pedro of the Very Revd. Fr. 
P. O* Flanagan whose connection with the college was almost co- 
extensive with his life, Revd. Fr. Patrick Dunne was the fifth 
Principal. Young and vigorous and gifted with rare talents he 
put his whole heart into the work. The successes secured by so 
many students during his time in the various Universities and 
other Examinations and the capabilities displayed by them in the 
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various offices and professions into which t4ey found admission 
justly caused St Patrick’s to be regarded as one of the best 
taught schools in the Island. Shorthand and Book-keeping are two 
subjects first introduced into the curriculum by Pr. Dunne, The 
former was made a subject of study in St Patrick’s College long 
before it found a place in the Government Code, and a student 
of St Patrick’s College who presented himself for the Cambridge 
Junior Local obtained distinction In Shorthand as early as 1892. 
The Revd. Fr. Dunne found time amid his many and varied 
duties as Principal to give the world two valuable publications. 
In the early part of 1896 he published a system of Shorthand 
he had invented for the Tamil language. The system was pre- 
sented within the short compass of sixteen pages and recom- 
mended itself as much by its conciseness as by its clearness. The 
publication showed how great a master he was of the art of 
Phonography. About the middle of 1900 he published a concise 
Tamil— English Dictionary. Mr. (now Doctor) A. C. Evarta who 
put in five years excellent work at St Patrick’s both as a mem- 
ber of the teaching staff and as Boarding Master, joined the 
Civil Medical Department in February, 1890. Two successful stu- 
dents who became teachers and subsequently left the college in 
Search of more remunerative occupations are Messrs. J. Gregory 
and B. Joachimpillai. The former is a Government Surveyor high 
in the esteem of the Department, and the latter is in active 
practice as an English and Tamil Notary in the Town of Jaffna. 
The year 1900 was the fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of 
the first Catholic School in Jaffna. In other words it was the 
Golden Jubilee of St. Patrick’s College, once known as the Jaffna 
Boy’s Seminary. Mr. S. Abraham who had been a student of 
the Jaffna Boy’s Seminary under the Brothers and had been ap- 
pointed a teacher in the sixties^ retired on pension in May 1901. 
Mathematics was his favourite subject, and- bis proficiency in that 
branch of study and the special knack that he had in imparting 
instruction in it are well-known. In October 1901 the Revd. Fr. 
Dunne desired to be relieved of^work in which he had been 
engaged without a break for sixteen years. The demonstration 
that took place when he left St. Patrick’s and the touching 
displays that took place both at Jaffna and at Colombo when he 
finally bade adieu to Ceylon and took his departure for Europe 
are striking proofs of the hold that Fr. Dunne had on the af- 
fections not only of the pupils and teachers of St. Patrick’s 
College but every one who had had the pleasure of his acquaintance. 
The next principal was the Very Revd. Fr. J. Collin, who was 
assisted by Fr. Chas. Beaud. 
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A valuable addition was made to the Staff in the person of 
the Revd. Fr. Chas. S. Matthews from the Ottawa University, 
who joined the College in 1903. The excdlent work that he has 
done so far, as Professor. Discipline Master. Prefect of Games and 
Director of the Boarding, shows that he is quite an acquisition. 
The Silver Jubilee of the opening of the institution as the first 
Catholic College in the Island took place on the 10th of Janu- 
ary 1906:— 51. Patrick*s College Annual, 1905. 
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The CathoHc Girrs School 

The Jaffna Catholic Girls* English School, conducted by Mrs. 
Flanagan, mother of the Revd. Fr. Flanagan of revered memory 
was originally held in the premises now occupied by the Jaffna 
Resthouse. Mr. Philip Thambapillai, well-known in his day as a 
Tamil Pundit and Moonshee, and father of Mr. P. A. Manners, 
the retired officer of the Jaffna Kachcheri. was one of the mas- 
ters. The school was subsequently removed to the house in 3rd 
Cross Street now owned by the heirs of the late Mr. Benjamin 
Hantiagopillai. one of the veteran lawyers of Jaffna. The two 
houses to the north were used as chapel and residence of the 
school mistress respectively. The sisters of the Holy Family when 
they arrived in Jaffna, occupied this house before they were in- 
stalled in the new convent of Jaffna. Annamuttu, wife of Mr, S. 
Pedropillai. the well-known townsman of Jaffna and mother of 
Mr. P. Christopher of the Jaffna Premier Bakery, Yictoria. the 
eldest daughter of the late Mr. Henry Martyn and wife of Mr. 
Gabriel Solomon Puvirajasinghe. Proctor. Jaffna. Mary Savirimuttu. 
the eldest daughter of the late Chevalier Savirimuttu Mudaliyar. 
Barbara Sinnamma. wife of Mr. Anthonipillai Rajakariar and mot- 
her of Mr. A. Benjamin Rajakarier. the energetic and popular Udai- 
yar of Jaffna Town. Mrs. Cherubim, the wife of Mr. Muttiab 
Cherubim and mother of Mr, Joseph Cherubim, the well-known 
L^al Agent of the B, I. S. & Co. Steamers^ Mary Magdaline. 
wife of Mr. Jacob Tisseveerasinghe. Notary Public. Mary Victoria 
widow of Mr. J. A. Tisseverasinghe. retired Sub-Collector, and mother 
of Mr. J. A. J. Tisseverasinghe. Proctor, and Mary Justina. wife of 
Arasunilayitta Mudaliyar Henry. Udaiyar of Jaffna, and Mary, wife of 
Joachim Sandrasegra. and mother of Mr. H. A. P. Sandrasegra. were 
among the first pupils. ill A. P. 
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Translatioii of the Bibk 

The work of translating the Bible into Tamil commenced by 
Mr. Percival and his colleagues was continued by his successors 
and the revised Tamil Bible, which at length made its appear- 
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ance, owes the purity and elegance of its diction to such scholars 
as Arumuga Navalar and Mr. Katiravetpillai, who were associa- 
ted with the Missi6naries in the work of trahidation and revision; 
--The Life of C, KatiravetpillaL 
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Cbristian David 

Revd. Christian David was bom, August 17.1771, of a highly 
connected and distinguished family, and his father held the post 
of the Judge of the High Court of Justice under the regime of 
the Royal Danish Government, and was one of the Elders of the 
Lutheran Church. Mr. David prosecuted his studies at Bishop's 
College, Calcutta, where he spent a course of years prior to ad- 
mission to Holy Orders. In 1801, Mr, David had an offer, from 
the resident in the Court of His Majesty the King, of a very 
lucrative situation, somewhat more in importance to a Govern- 
ment Agency. At the same time he received from H. E. the 
Governor of Ceylon an offer to be State Preacher of the Gospel 
in the Island He accepted the post* of preacher of the Gospel 
in Ceylon and Superintendent of over forty schools in the Northern 
Districts of the Island. Cdlonel Barbet, Commander of the Fort 
and Commission Extraordinary, was a man deeply interested in 
educational and missionary works. With his help, Mr. David res- 
tored the Old Dutch Church of St. John’s as a place of worship, 
and continued to preach there till 1841. In March 1802, His Ex- 
cellency the Hon’ble North attended Divine Service at St John’s 
Church, where he heard Mr. David preach, and in testimony of 
his good opinion towards Mr. David directed Rs. 250 to be paid 
to him as a mark of his Excellency's approbation of Mr. Da- 
vid’s exemplary behaviour in the exercise of his holy function;— 
Memoir of the Revd. Christian David. 

In an entry of his autobiographical record the following note- 
worthy event is recorded. 

"In the middle of March 1814, 1 arrived at Arrippoo, where 
His Excellency and Lady Brownrigg came to see the pearl-fishery. 
Both His Excellency and Lady Brownrigg requested me to remain 
there In order to perform Divine Service on the following Sun- 
day, but I mentioned to them that my prayer book was with my 
clerk, who was then at Mannar, where 1 intended to go to per- 
form Divine Service on Sunday. Then Lady Brownrigg told me 
that ^e would provide me with a Prayer Book, and shall also 
have a clerk suitable to answer the reeponses. This conversation 
we had on Friday afternoon, and on the following day notice was 
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given that Divine Service would be held on Sunday morning pre- 
cisely at 10 o’clock, in the large bungalow, which was erected for 
receiving visitors, etc. On Sunday morning Lady Brownrigg sent 
me a Prayer Book, and a little while after she came to me and 
8aid:~Mr. David, it is high time to go to the bungalow, and 
there you will find a reading desk and cushion for kneeling and 
the clerk ready for you. Immediately I went thither. Many Civil 
and Military and other gentlemen, who came to the pearl fishery 
from different places were present. I commenced the morning 
service at 10 o’clock, and to my greatest surprise found His Ex- 
cellency, the most devout Governor, as a substitute for a clerk. 
His most exemplary behaviour astonished the congregation. After 
service was over 1 thanked the Governor for having condescend- 
ingly taken the clerk’s part in the service. Immediately like Da- 
vid of old, I thanked our gracious Creator— who am I, Oh Lord 
God and what is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto. 
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Ceylon Joonulism 

In 1853,* Mr. Katiravetpillai, while still a teacher in the Wes- 
leyan School, came before the public in a new and an important 
capacity, which gives us an opening to pass rapidly in review the 
leading events connected with the rise and progress of the Fourth 
Estate in Ceylon. The first attempt at Journalism was made 
during the admintstration of Sir Robert Wilmot Horton. The Col- 
ombo Journal, conducted by Officials made its debut on the 1st 
January 1831, with George Lee, the father of the late Lionel Lee 
as Editor, but the severe and ill-advised criticism of the home 
authorities appearing in its columns led to its discontinuance on 
the 31st December 1833, under orders from England. The Colom- 
bo Observer, of which Mr. Winter was the first Editor, was start- 
ed by the merchants of Colombo on the Ist February 1834. Mr. 
Winter was succeeded in the editorship by Dr. Elliott, who also 
became the proprietor. Mr. A. M. Ferguson joined the staff In 
1846 and became proprietor in 1857. Mr. John Ferguson joined 
his uncle in 1861. In 1867 the name was changed to '’Ceylon 
Observer’*. Mr. A. M. Ferguson, who was made a c. ii. G, in 
recognition of his services in connection with the Melbourne Ex- 
hibition, died the oldest Journalist in the East in 1892, when Mr. 
John Ferguson, c. m. g., m. l. c, became the edItor-in-Chief of the 
oldest newspaper established in Ceylon Independent of Govern- 
ment. On the 3rd May 1837 was started the Ceylon Chronicle of 
which the Revd. S. O. Glenie was the editor and Governor Hor- 
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TVeasurer Temple and Postmaster General Lee were the con- 
tributxira. Sei;aeant Rough, the Acting Chief Justice^ Mr. Marshall 
AiidiUN>General and Mr. Henry Staples^ Proctor, wrote squibs^ cri- 
ticising the new journal, which was discontinued on the 30th 
September 1830. '^The Ceylon Herald** was publi^ed from 7tli 
Sqitember 1838i, to the 30th June 1846. The first attempt at 
journalism in Jaffna was made in the y*ear 1841, when the **Mom* 
log Star,*’ devoted to education, science, literature, agriculture^ 
Government and religion with a summary of Important news ap- 
peared as a bi-monthly Anglo-Tamil Joun&al, under the editorship 
of Henry Martsm, with whom was associated Mr. Seth Payson, a 
licensed preacher of the American Mission, subsequently better 
known as "Payson Udaiyar”. 'The Ceylon Advertiser" and "Gen- 
eral Intelligencer*' started on the 2Srd September 1845, was dis- 
continued on the 3rd April 1846. ‘The Ceylon Examiner” was 
started on the first January and the "Ceylon Times” on the 1st 
July 1846. The Examiner which owed its power and popularity 
to Lorenz, has ceased of late to make its appearance, "the Cey- 
lon Independent** superseding it, but tiie ^'Ceylon Times.” with which 
Mr, John Capper was long and honourably connected, continues to 
be published as a leading daily paper under the title of "The 
Times of Ceylon.” It was at this stage of the progress of the 
Fourth Estate in Ceylon that "die Literary Mirror,** a monthly 
Magazine was started by Mr. Katiravetpillai. The first number 
was issued on the 6th May, 1853:— The Li/e and Times of C W, 
Katiravetpillai. 
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Cop»7 C H. S. Tamil School 

This school was started in 1853, and was a seat of high Ta- 
mil CulturS. Mr. Thamotharampillai Kingsbury, afterwards so fa- 
mous in Madras^ was the first Headmaster and was followed by 
Messrs Homer, and then Evarts^ the Tamil Pbet (father of Mr. 
Jeremiah Evarts.) It was during this time that Messrs Bren* 
Evarts and Hensman formed into a Committee and . published that 
book in Tamil, so in-valuable to^reachers and evangelistsi, called 
"Samaya Pareedchai.*' (Test of Religions). It was also then that 
Mr. Evarts wrote the first part of ‘Thiruvakupuranam** (Scripture 
History in verse) a masterly production used as a text book in 
the Mission Schools in those days, but which unfortunately he 
did not live to complete:— Tke Life qf the Revd. John Hensman. 
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Photocnvhy 

The Aineiican MiMloiiaries were the first to introduce the 
Fhotcg r ep hic art into Ceyloa. They obtained tiie neeemary appa- 
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ratU8» chemicala^ and printed directions in 1853. and made a 
number of trials which were unsuccessful. It was then suggested 
to them by an admirer of Mr. Martyns’ ingenious mind and ar- 
tistic talents that he should be given an opportunity to try his 
hand at the new art. Accordingly Mr. Martyn was invited to a 
meeting of the Batticotta Church. On his arrival, the Senior 
Missionary, the Bevd. £. P. Hastings, entrusting the photographic 
apparatus to him, asked him to study the process, while with 
his colleagues he attended the meeting. Mr. Martyn applied him- 
self to the study of the process. On the return of the Mission- 
aries fri>m the meeting, which lasted for about 3 hours 

Mr. Martyn told them, what came upon them as an 

agreeable surprise, not untinged with misgivings, that he would 
take their photo, if they would sit to him. They then sat to 
him and he took their photo, to their satisfaction the first photo 
ever taken in Ceylon. Mr. Martyn is thus entitled to rank as 
the first photographer of the Island. The photographic art was 
introduced into Colombo by Mr. Parting in 1856. The Mission 
aries were so much pleased with Mr. Martyn’s penetrating in- 
telligence that they made a present to him of the photographic 

aparatus etc. which he had turned to accoimt. so readily, in a 

few hours. Thus equipped, he soon opened a studio in his house 
to the East of the Custom’s premises; and associating Mr. Cyrus 
Koch in the practice of the new art, cultivated it during the 
rest of his life, as one of his ho\>h\t 3 :--Bwgraphkal Sketch of 
Henry Martyn. 
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Kasinatha Ptslavar 

fi(gair. Of 8 m 0 »U 0 u 1799^» Spmjf 1854u^» 

uat-A J0m0uumm*»iuuu»t0u> cr«nr«j,« 

»0fi^p»i. utoiu>»uOo0«®i«>«i» Bium 

m^Qta puunt-fiQutfQmutii, ui. * 

Ill 

Sira-Dhuslaiu-Farikatam 

It had for years the desire of Arunwgavar and hia 

friends to possess a printing-press, and there had even been 
n e flo tlsfi nnn to join Certain Burghers jn a subscription to pur- 
chase one for their common use. Now the wish had become so 
strong and general, that the TamU gentry surmounted the diffi- 
culty without Uie help of their uncongenial neighbour^, and 
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traitor-Sepoys of the press, workmen who had been trained in 
the noble American establishment at Manepay, then daily employ- 
ing a hundred hands, were ready to be engaged. Arumuggvar 
began to publish, in separate volumes, a choice succession of 
Tamil classics, and issued a series of school books in the Native 
language after the model of those provided by the missionaries. 
The blending in conflict and compromise of Hinduism andChriS' 
tianity is shown in the sentiments conveyed by several of the 
phrases and sentences in the first book of lessons for children 
of tender years. The following are “examples*’:— Tell no lies,” “Eat 
no flesh,” “Despise not him who despises you.’* “Anoint your- 
self every Saturday with oil,” “He who commits sin will have 
pain in hell.” “He who practices virtue will have bliss in heaven” 
“Though born in a Jow caste the upright man is great.” “When 
you go to the temple, think of nothing but the worship of God.” 
“Remember always that God is one.” Proceeding with unabated 
zeal and talent, the movement crowned itself in 1854 in a work 
entitled “Siva-Dhushana-Parikaram” in which the author, doubtless 
Arumugavar, displaying an intimate and astonishing acquaintance 
with the Holy Bible, labours cleverly to show that the opinions 
and ceremonies of Jehovah’s ancient people closely resembled 
those of Sivaism, and were neither more nor less Divine in their 
origin and profitable in their entertainment and pursuit. The 
notion of merit held by the Hindus, their practices of penance, 
pilgrimage and lingam-worship, their ablutions, invocations and 
other observances and rites, are cunningly defended on the 
authority of our sacred writings:— /fuufu Pastors by the Revd. E. 
/. Robinson, (Late Wesleyan Missionary in Ceylon.) 

The phamplet entitled “Suppratheepam” was written by Daniel 
L. Carrol alias Yyravanather Visvanathapillai of Manepay, in 
refutation of Siva-Dhushana-Parikaram. 
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Daaid Poor 

Revd. Daniel Poor was one of the first band of Missionaries 
who came to Ceylon in 1816. He was stationed at Tellipalai 
where as at Vaddukoddai, the property which had belonged to 
the Dutch Church was granted by the Government for the use 
ot the Mission. That he was a man of good intellect is indi- 
cated by the fact that he preached in Tamil in one year from 
the time of his arrival. When the Batticotta Seminary was opened 
in 1823, he took charge of it. He laboured to establish and 
further a broad system of- thorough religious and scientific educa- 
tion as a means of Christianizing heathen learning. For eleven 
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years he presided over the Batticotta Seminary with distinguished 
ability. The rest of his mission life was spent at Tellipally* 
Manepay and Madura, India, where he threw his whole energies 
into the work he most loved— preaching the Gospef:— TAe Church 
of Christ in Ceylon, 
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A Private Tamil School 

A private school was started by A Mudaliyar Santiagupillai, 
who engaged a good Tamil Scholar of Nallur, Vasiakone Katiri- 
tamby, a kinsman of the famous Saravananiutto Pulavar, to 
impart a sound practical knowledge of Tamil. A portion of the 
back verandah of his house on the Main Street, Jaffna, was set 
apart, at first, for the accommodation of the children, but as the 
attendants increased, a bungalow was erected, into which Mr. 
Katiritamby and his pupils were duly installed on the 1st May 
1857. Over and above the fees charged, Mr. Katiritamby got 
during Christmastide a lump sum for the Chanippa^do sung by 
the children, from house to house, recounting the trials they had 
endured, and the progress they had made. Mr. Katiritamby was 
probably the last of the race of cruel pedagogues in Jaffna to 
whom the “Nettykal,” “the Katterumbu*^ and the “Kothundum” 
were familiar modes of torture sanctioned by immemorial usage, 
the infliction of which on the little ones confided to their train- 
ing, afforded them peculiar delight, as the sovereign means of 
repressing truant tendencies. But he was a successful teacher, 
and the boys and girls whom he taught were able to read and 
write fairly well, while the more advanced lads, could explain 
difficult passages from the Ndyadathum, Baratham and Kural, 
write essays and even compose metrical verses of some merit. 
In 1864 when Katiritamby passed away, he was succeeded by 
Aiyaturai Iyer, son of Visuvathee Iyer, the chief officiating priest 
of the Kandasamy temple at Nallur. The school was main- 
tained by the Iyer, in a high state of efficiency, till the super- 
session of the Central School Commission paying lump sum 
grant to English Schools, by the Department of Public Instruction 
giving grants-in aid on the result payment system in 1870. With 
the gradual multiplication of village vernacular schools encouraged 
by the new system, the Iyer found it increasingly difficult to 
secure even a tolerably good attendance, and the school had to 
be closed in 1874. It has been well observed by one of the 
foremost educationists of the Island, the late Dr. Bonjean, that, 
under the grant-in aid system initiated by Sir Hercules Robinson 
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and developed by his successors, public instruction has lost in 
depth what it has gained in extent, as a partial compensation 
for the want of that solidity and thoroughness whidi the educa* 
tional agencies, public and private^ were able to attain under the 
old system, untrammelled by a code, which commenced by Mr. 
Lawrie, formulated by Mr, (now Sir) Charles Bruce and subjected 
to yearly revision by successive Directors, enforces the cramming 
of a certain amount of knowledge^ within a certain amount of 
tim^ as the condition of obtaining a certain amount of grant:-* 
The Life of A, Mudal^ar Saniiagopiliai. 
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Daniel L CaroU 

Mr. Caroll can^e into prominence, first by his vigorous pham- 
plet entitled *Supratheepam,*’ then by his Tamil translation of 
Colenso’s Algebra and finally by taking the B. A. degree on the 
foundation of the Madras University in 1857, two years after the 
Batticotta Seminary was closed. 

Mr. C. W. Thamotharampillal claimed with Mr. Caroll the 
distinction of being the only other candidate who passed the 
first B. A. examination of the Madras University. He subsequently 
took his B. L. degree and became Judge of Puthukkoddai. He 
was recognised as one of the ablest Tamil Scholars of his day. 
He was appointed an examiner and elected a Fellow of the 
Madras University. As a reward for Ms distinguished services, 
the Government raised him to the rank of *'Rao Bahadur**.^ 
Life and Times of C. W. Katiravetpiliau 
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ML Arnold 

Mr. Joel R. Arnold, Alias Arunasalam Sathasivam of Manipay, 
was for many years the Editor of the *'Moming Star” and 
Professor of Vernacular Literature In Jaffna College* which is the 
Batticotta Seminary revived under certain limitations^ after a lapse 
of fifteen yearsf through the exertions of some of its most pro- 
minent old boys, including the late Robert Breckenridge, who 
raised subscriptions locally, in fulfilment of what the American 
Board had laid down as the condition of its renewed support. 
It must be said of Mr. Arnold that he was not of those whose 
talent was ”kept laid up in a napkin.” His literary industry was 
most commendable. He will long be favourably known as a ver- 
seman by his **Meyvetha-Saram,” ”Tiruchchathakam,** ”Nannery 
Malai, **Nannery Koththu,” '^Satpothasaram" and *lllara Nondy,” 
and as a proseman by his ‘*Nannery Katha Sangrakam” **Uaiver- 
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aal History/’ ’*Compend of Astronomy” and the ’Xjalaxy of Tamil 
Poet^” to which last is prefixed an encomium in Tamil verse by 
the subject of our notice. Mr. Arnold’s son is a Proctor prac- 
tising in the Jaffna Courts 

Plroctor Arnold died on the 21st December, 1906. 
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S. Dayidtipinai 

Mr. Davidupillai entered the service of the Government at the 
Kachcheri at Jaffna in his 19th year, while the Dutch were yet 
the Masters of the Island. Under the English he was provided 
with a post in the Paddy Department. Jaffna Kachcheri. In this 
post he served faithfully and honourably till the year 1855. Eigh- 
teen years after his death, the road opened adjoining his residence 
and extending from the Main Street to the Beach Road in a 
perfectly straight line, was called David’s Road by Sir William 
Twynam, in memory of a goo<i^ and faithful servant of Govem- 
ment.~£iy^ of 5. Davidupillai. 

Mr. J. Gregory, Licensed surveyor, is a grandson of Mr. Da« 
viduptllai. 
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Mr. Armstrong was promoted to the rank of Commanding 
Qflficer of the Tenth Division of Pioneers which was raised by 
him— Such officers came to be known in Tamil Districts as '*Ka- 
manyar ‘’-^Armstrong himself being known as ”Muttu Kamanyar” 
ever since he assumed the Said command.— itfemoiV of fVancis 
Muttyah Armstrong. 
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Controversial dialogoes 

Mr. Martyn made a proposal to Fathers Bonjean and Mola to 
have a course of controversial dialogues in Tamil on Sunday 
evenings^ before Benediction, discussing the comparative claims of 
Catholicism and Protestantism. The Rev. Fathers entered warmly 
into his views and encouraged him to make a start, after ob- 
taining the approval of Dr, Semeria. A spacious bungalow was 
quiddy put up, on the North Eastern Comer of the Cathedral 
grounds^ and just in front of the present episcopal residence^ and 
tht first dialogue was held about 4 p. m. on the second Sunday 
in Septteber 1860. Dr. Semeria inaugurated the proceedings by 
blessing the meeting and then retired. Father Bonjean took the 
chair, being supported, on the right, by Fathers Mauroit and 
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Mola, aiid on the left by Fathers Chounavel and St. Geneys. 
The Catholic laity was fully represented. The chairman, in his 
opening speech, explained the object of the meeting and then 
the dialogue written by Mr. Martyn, in which the Catholic was 
pitted against the Anglican and the Wesleyan, was read by three 
persons trained by him so to read as if they were engaged in 
an animated controversy as to the merits of their respective sys- 
tems of belief. Mr. Mariampillai, better known as 
fununSm^ar, Represented the Catholic, Mr. Philip Franck, son 
of the aged Catechist of the Cathedral, the Anglican, and Mr. 
Thambimuttu (brother of Fr. Xavier) the Wesleyan. The first 
dialogue created a most favourable impression and the subsequent 
dialogues, were increasingly popular and . attracted large numbers 
of different persuasions : — Biographical Sketch of Henry Martyn, 
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Last iQness, Death and Fnoeral of Henry Hartyn 

Early in January 1861 Mr. Martyn accompanied by Mr. Wil- 
liams of the Jaffna-Kachcheri, left for Madras for the purpose 
of laying his case before 4 the Home Government in the hope of 
obtaining redress. After a stay of about eight weeks in Black 
Town, he returned to Jaffna on the 10 th March 1861. The day 
after his return from Madras, he took a bath. The next day 
he was seized with acute pneumonia. Father Mola, who in the 
practice of medicine, was then successful and popular, saw him, 
day after day and tried to arrest the progress of the malady. 
On the 6 th night of his illness, his life was despaiiod of and 
Father Bonjean who was sent for, administered to him the last 
sacraments. He then revived a little and willed away his pro- 
perty very briefly as follows; — “This is my Last Will and Testa- 
ment that all my property should go to my wife.” The next 
morning there was a considerable change for the better. A few 
days later, he was removed at his own request, to one of the 
Lodging Houses attached to tM^ Jaffna Frlend-in-Need Society’s 
Hospital, and placed under the treatment of the Dispenser in 
charge. Having made some progress towards recovery he made 
up his mind to return home early on the morning of the 3l8t 
March (Holy Saturday). He was then in the dispensary, bidding |(ood- 
by to the dispenser, when he pressed him to take some 
liquid medicine. He expostulated with the dispenser, observing 
that the dose he was forcing on him was unusually and un- 
pleasantly too near the one he had already taken. He then 
swallowed the potion, saying that he fully confided in him as 
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one of his old pupils at Batticotta. It was the last medicine he 
took ; for, in a minute or two, he was no more; to the utter 
amazement of the by-standers and his own attendants. His re* 
mains were forthwith removed to his residence where his widow 
and children and relations and * friends bemoaned his loss. The 
funeral took place on Easter Sunday after Benediction, thirty- 
four-hours after death. During this long period, the hand and 
feet remained perfectly pliable, thus giving support to the suspi- 
cion of fpul play and the report that got abroad that he was 
drugged. As the funeral cortege reached the pandal for the re- 
presentation of the Passion^ then erected, for the first time, ad- 
joining the Northern side of the Cathedral, Father Mola, in res- 
ponse to the genera] desire expressed, taking down the coffin and 
lifting up the lid, found that decomposition had set in. No au- 
topsy was held. In those days intra-mural burials were not pro- 
hibited ; and the remains were interred in the Cathedral:— Bio- 
graphical Sketch of Henry Martyn. 
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St. Joseph's Orphanage 

This Institution owes its existence to, and depends for its 
support on the * Association of the Holy childhood,” which, at first, 
established for the redemption of the Chinese children, has since 
extended its operations to India and Ceylon. The funds < are to 
be exclusively devoted to works connected with the baptism and 
the Christian education of heathen bom children:— on the 
Jajfha Catholic Schools and Orphan Asylums, 
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Sir Hotta Coomaraswamy 

The Hon’ble Mr. Coomaraswamy Mudaliyar. the father -of the 
Tamil Knight, was himself the representative of the Tamils in 
the Legislative Council till. 1836, The academy may well be proud 
of having trained for Ceylon one of her greatest sons. Young Coo- 
maraswamy was appointed a Cadet in the Colombo Kachcheri. 
He was transferred soon after to MuUaitivu as Police Magistrate, 
which place he resigned to join the Bar. After the usual term 
of apprenticeship, he was called to th^ Bar as an Advocate. A 
few years after, he was summoned to the Legislative Council, as the 
representative of the Tamil Community, on the retirement of the 
Hon. Mr. Edirmanesingham. His immense wealth and resources 
did not necessitate an active practice at the Bar. With a com- 
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mand of English such as few Englishmen could boast of, he was 
a speaker of no common order. He combined grace of diction, 
with fluency of speech. With hardly a taint of foreign accent, 
he ranked the best amongst the speakers of his time. Exhaus- 
tive on any subject on which he delivered himself, his addresses 
were often open to the charge of extreme length, but he never 
rose without propounding important sentiments in well-chosen 
language. In 1862, hlr. Coomaraswamy started for Europe. While 
in England he published a translation of a Tamil Drama entitled 
*‘Arichandra” and dedicated it to Her Majesiy the Queen. The 
dedication and the preface are a masterpiece of English Compo- 
sition. Meanwhile he was called to the Bar at Lincoln’s Inn, 
being the first non-Christian (not being a Jew) who obtained a 
privilege of being registered in the rolls of the Inns of Court . . . 
He had ventured to carry into effect the grandest scheme of 
his life. Lady Coomaraswamy and her infant son ha^ preceded him 
to Europe and he himself expected to follow them soon. If he 
had lived it was his ambition to have entered the British Parli- 
ament. The day however on which he was to embark for Europe 
was his last On the 4th of May 1879 Sir Coomaraswamy was 
no more:— The Ceylon Review^ 1894. 
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St. James Chtircli* Jaffna 

This Church stands at the South-Western end of the Pettah, 
commanding a very good view of the lagoon which' stretches be- 
fore it. The foundations were laid some 18 years ago, to re- 
place an older church. The plan of the church was laid out 
by the Revd. Father Mauriot who has from time to time sup- 
erintended the works. Only one kind of timber— Ironwood- • 
is used for the roof. The site of the church is so closely hem- 
med in on all sides by compounds thickly planted with trees and 
densely inhabited that it is 4kprived of the commanding pros- 
pect it would otherwise have. The upper structure, however, is 
open to view, and the pretty dome, quite an ardiitectural novelty in 
Jaffna, with the emblem of redemption at the top, piers above all 
other buildings in the Town and is the first object that meets 
or rather attracts the ^ one enters :the lagoon from the 
sea without— C. C Messenger. May^ 1876. 

The beautiful dome was completed in 1876 under the self 
taught architect Maistre Santiagoe of the congregation attached 
to the Church:—/. C. Guor4Um, 
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ildaikala Hatla Clitiircli 

The building of this Church is traditionally connected with the 
Goanese Priest, the kind-hearted Father Lobo (1783-1802), whose 
tomb is still shown within the Sanctuary. But the old building was 
found, to be behind the times for a progressive congregation and 
so the foundations were laid in another site within the same 
compound for a magnificient church. The ceremony of blessing 
its corner-stone was performed by Dr. Joulain on the 8th Sep- 
tember 1907, Father J. Aloysus O. M.I, then being in charge:— 
/• C. Guardian. 
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PhUip Bastlampillai 

Mr. Bastiampillai (Velichorpillai), a typical lawyer of his day, 
was bom of a respectable family in 1819, and was educated at the 
Batticotta Seminary. In 1844 he was admitted a Proctor of the 
District Court of Jaffna and practised his profession with honesty 
and success. He worked his way up to comfortable independence, 
and in him the talented Mr. Henry Martyn of Batticotta fame 
found a willing and an able confrere in his efforts to elevate 
Catholic Society in Jaffna. None of his four children, the eldest of 
whom was Mr, Philip Bastiampillai, Proctor, survive aifd in 
Messrs F. X. R. Bastiampillai, Planter, H. A. P. and J. N. Swdra- 
sagra. Advocates, there are three of his grandsons living. Mr. 
Bastiampillai died in 1862 comparatively early in life, deeply re- 
gretted H. Witterbom. 
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Martini's Koad 

Mr. Dyke proceeded to England on furlough on the 1st Oct- 
ober 1860, Mr. Flanderka, a Burgher gentleman and a Ceylonese^ 
for the first time, in the annals of the Civil Service acting for 
him, as Ck>vemment Agent, on his own special 'and pressing re- 
commendation. Mr. Martyn died on the 31st March 1861. A 
month or two later. Governor MacCarthy decided that the loss 
to Government arising from the large deficit of salt in the Jaffna 
stores, should be made good by the seizure and sale of Mr. 
Martyn’s estate. But the Secretary of State to whom Mr. Martyn had 
appealed directed an independent inquiry to be held, in view of 
the various reasons which Mr. Martyn had urged, as fully ac- 
counting for the wastage, but which Mr. Dyke had failed to deal 
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yrith or refute entrenching himself on the general charge of want 
of confidence. The Hon. Mr. Pennyfather, Auditor-General, was ap- 
pointed a commission to enquire into and report upon the causes, 
if any, of the wastage. He arrived in Jaffna soon after Mr. 
Dyke’s return from England and prosecuted a very careful and 
impartial enquiry on the spot, with all the papers before him. 
His report was that the causes of the wastage were so various, 
so long in operation, and some of them so much beyond human 
control as to exonerate the storekeeper from culpable negligence 
and from the serious responsibility of making good the deficit. 
The Governor thereupon rescinded his order, ^nd it goes without 
saying that if he had been living, he would have been re-instat- 
ed in office. In 1862, Mr. Dyke opened a road adjoining the late 
Mr. Martyn's residence and called it Martyn’s road, as alasting 
compliment to a distinguished native. This is now the approach road 
to the Jaffna Railway station from the Main Street.— 

C€d Sketch of Henry Martyn, 
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The arrival in Jaffna of six Sisters of the Holy Family 

These devoted ladies accompanied Bishop Semaria, on his 
return back from home in 1862. His Lordship, the Rev. Fathers 
Boutin and Boisseau, Brothers Dowling and Conway, and the 
Sisters) obtained from the French Government, a free passage 
on the steamers of the Imperial Navy. The steam -aviso 
L’Echo, landed them safe at Galle, on the 19th October; and 
through the courtesy of Sir Charles MacCarthy, who kindly placed 
the Colonial Steamer “Pearl” at the Bishop’s disposal, they all 
reached Jaffna, on All Souls— Day. In January following, the Sis- 
ters r^eived the direction of our Female Seminary, from the 
worthy Mrs. Flanagan, through whose welLsustained exertions, it 
had been placed and kept in a creditable condition. The names 
of the sisters are:— Rev. Mother Xavier Marchand, Superioress; 
Sister Mary Stanislas Quinn; Sister Mary Helen iVinter ; Sister 
Mary Ligory Roger; Sister Ma^ Teresa Van Murs ; Sister Mary 
Joseph Maroilles. The “Association of the Holy Family was es- 
tablished in 1820, by a holy Priest of Bordeaux, the Rev. Abbe- 
Noailles :— on the Jaffna Catholic Schools and Orphan Asy- 
lums. 
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Jotmalism in Jaffiu 

The first attempt at Journalism in the North was made in 
the year IMl when the Mondng Star devoted to educadon, 
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science, literature, agriculture, government and religion, with a 
summary of important news appeared as a bi-monthly Anglo- 
Tamil journal under the editorship of Mr. Henry Martyn, the 
father of Mr. James H. Martyn, the late editor of the Catholic 
Guardian. The late Mr. Henry Martyn is thus entitled to the 
distinction of being the first native journalist in the Island. 

In 1853 was started the Literary Mirror by the late Mr. C. 
W. Kathiravetpillai. It was a monthly Magazine and during its 
short career very interesting articles on various subjects, literary 
and scientific appeared in it. The Mirror thereby came into pro- 
minence as a vehicle of useful information and public education 
and received for it a large and respectable clientele both Native 
and European, including Civil Servants such as Sir C. P. Layard, 
the father of one of our former Chief Justices. 

It was in 1862 that Mr. Nicholas Gould started a newspaper 
known as the Jaffna Freeman. Its chief contributors were the late 
Messrs Solomon Johnpulle, Arnold, Schoorman, John Wittebron 
W. Santiagupillai and Miss Thahitha Ondatjee. The Ceylon Patriot 
was started on the 6th February 1863 by the late Mr. C. W. 
Kathiravetpillai, then a leading advocate and latterly Police Mag- 
istrate of Kayts. Rev. John Kilner, Superintendent of the North 
Ceylon Wesleyan Mission and Mr. L. Leisching of the Civil Service 
contributed to the Ceylon Patriot very interesting articles of a 
literary character. With the advent of 'the Patriot a keen com- 
petition was called into play between the two Jaffna papers, the 
Freeman and the Patriot. For a time the writers in both the 
papers exerted their powers to the utmost to excel each other 
and to ensure their excellence in the field of journalism. The 
Patriot, howefer, thanks to its keen sighted editors, had this ad- 
vdntage over the Freeman that its criticism of men and mea- 
sures was well meant, fair and Intimate, and its general tone 
moderate and dignified, while the articles in the Freeman were 
charged with rancour, coarseness, partiality and personality. The 
Patriot changed hands in the year 1865, Mr. Solomon Johnpulle 
becoming its proprietor. The Freeman ceased to exist in 1867 
when it was amalgamated with the Patriot which continued to 
be published under his auspices and remained for some time 
more in his family till again it changed hands some years ago. 
Mr. A. Canagaretnam, Proctor, S. C., Is now its Proprietor and 
Editor. Messrs C. W. Kathiravetpillai, Solomon Johnpulle, T. C. 
ChangarapiUai, S. K. Lawton, J. J. Tisseveerasinghe, James H. Mar- 
tyn, Proctor Senathirajah, C. N. Puvirayasinghe and H. F. John- 
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pulle were its succescuve Editors. Its chief contributors were 
Messrs G. P. Savundranayagampillai, B. A. and b. l. of the Mad- 
ras High Court Bar, Vedanayagamplllai, Christian Poet of South 
India and others. 

The Jaffna News was a paper edited by Mr. Hughes for less 
than a year till 1871 when it collapsed. 

Among Magazines mention may be made of the Jaffna 
College Miscellany started in 1872. The Victoria College Magazine 
Is a quarterly started in 1898. In 1900 was started the Central, 
the Magazine of the Jaffna Central College. The Ceylon Law Re- 
view was edited by Mr. Isaac Tambiah from 1901. The Christian 
Review Is a quarterly started by Mr. Tambyah in 1904. 

St. John’s College Magazine was started in 1904 under the 
auspices of the Old Boys Association of the College. 

St Patrick's Annual is the organ of the Old Boys Association of St 
Patrick’s College started in 1905. 

For a good many years the Catholics of Jaffna had no news- 
paper of their own. The Jaffna Catholic Guardian was started in 
the year 1876 by the late lamented Dr. Christopher Bonjean o. M. i., the 
first Arch-Bishop of Colombo, then Bishop of Jaffna. The Jaffna Catholic 
Guardian which was enlarged to its present size in 1896 continues 
as a weekly. The late Dr.' Bonjean, Mr. P. E. Morgappah, Rev. Fa- 
thers. M. A. Murphy, C. Collin, J. B. Meary, J, Collin, P. Dunne* 
J. Neville and the late Mr. J. H. Martyn were successively its 
Editors, The Hindu Organ was started in 1889 by the late Mr. 
T. P. Chellappahpillai, then retired Chief Justice of Travancore. 
Messrs Chellappahpillai, Advocate, S. Nagalingam Proctor, A. Ca- 
thiravelu and others were its Editors. Mr. A. Sapapathy con- 
tinues to edit the paper now:— The Jaffna Catholie Guardian, Janu- 
ary, 20th 1912. 
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The Colombogam Estate ^ 

The bouse and estate of the late Mr. Price at Colombogam were 
purchased in 1862 for the use of the orphans. The total area of 
the land, is 14 acres^ mostly planted with cocoanut trees. About 
4 acres are laid out in a vegetable garden, and planted with le- 
mon-trees, mango-trees and jak-trees:— Bepori an the Jaffna Cathth 
ik Schools and Orphan Asylums.' 
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Laying of the foundation stone of &e Convent Schod of the Holy 
Famiiy, Jaffna 
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The following is abridged from the report published in the 
Ssaminer 

The foundation-stone of the Convent School was laid on the 
24th May, by his Lordship, the Right Revd. Dr. Semeria, assisted 
by a number of the Catholic Fathers^ in the midst of a respect- 
able concurse of people of all classes. The following is a free 
translation of the Latin document drawn on the occasion and 
partly engraven on the stone:— 

*X>n the ninth of the Kalends of June 1864, being the festi- 
val of the patronage of the Blessed Virgin Mary, under the title 
of ^Help of Christians**, under the Pontificate of Pope Pius the 
ninth; in the reign of Victoria. Queen of Great Britain, on the 
occasion of her birthday. Charles Justin MacCarthy, Knight, being 
Governor of the island of Ceylon; the Right Reverend Dr. J. S. 
Semeria, Vicar Apostolic of Jaffna, assisted by the Reverend Fa- 
thers Moukel, Mauroit, Salatm, Bonjean and Boisseau, in the pre- 
sence of several generous benefactors, and amidst a large con- 
course of people, solemnly blessed and laid down the first stone 
of a Convent of the Holy Family, in honour of the Blessed and 
Immaculate Virgin Mary, and of St. Joseph, for !'the training of 
young ladies in piety and learning, and for the support^ of desti- 
tute and orphan girls.” 
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TEic 0« B* C. 

A branch of the Oriental Bank Corporation was introduced 
into Jaffna so far back as the year 1864. It continued its 
operations for well nigh 30 years, with results so satisfactory 
that it may safely be asserted, that local causes did not contri- 
bute to the difficulty which staggered the Corporation in 1884 
but which the then Governor of the Colony, Sir Arthur Gordon, 
afterwards Lord Stanmore, promptly averted by his courageous 
guarantee of its discredited notes or the final crash of 1892, which 
led to the winding up of an institution almost as familiar to the 
people here, as the Bank of England to Londoners who jocularly 
called it the **01d Lady of Thread Needle Street.” The Jaffna 
branch on its first establishment, held its office in a house that 
stood at the South-Eastern Comer of the junction of the Main 
Street with the 3rd cross street, and its business steadily increased 
and grew so prosperous and successful that the Directors resolved 
to have a house of their own for carrying on the local busi- 
ness. With this view a plot of ground at the Eastern end of 
the 2nd cross street was purchased and the work of building 
the new house commenced. On its completion the Bank moved 
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to the new house and this is the large upstair building which 
is now used as the Jafifna Post Office nnd which was purchased 
in 1893, when the Corporation went into liquidation, by Mr. 
Melville-Geddes, Planter, from whom it passed to other hands. 
In July 1899 it was acquired by Government. The eld house 
at the main street after the Bank vacated it, became the habitat 
of a school known as Koch’s school, from which some of the 
bright and prominent students went over to join the Native 
Town High School, which was started by the late Mr. William 
Nevins and which in 1893 developed into the Jaffna Hindu College. 
It was also in this house that the Jaffna St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Library was established in 1884, when it was in the possession 
of ^he late Mr. Manuelpillai Rajakariar to whom it was trans- 
ferred by Mr. P. S. Sandrasagra— father of Jos. N. Sandrasagra 
Mudaliyar, J, P., the popular Manlagar of Valigamam West— who 
purchased it when he was employed as the Store-keeper of the 
Bank, to whom was entrusted the custody of the tobacco hypo- 
thecated to the Bank as security for the money lent to tobacco 
cultivators and traders, and who on that account was popularly 
known as Bank Santiapillai and who afterwards became the Jaffna 
Agent of the British— India Steam Navigation Company. The last 
. owner demolished the old building and erected on it a new house 
known as **Jubilee House,” in which Mr. Joseph Machado, the 
leading and popular merchant of Jaffna, keeps his fine large 
shop. Mr. Charles Morrison who took a prominent and praise- 
worthy interest in all movements that were set on foot to pro- 
mote the interests of the local population and who is still re- 
membered and talked of as a gentleman of genial manners and 
charming personality, was the local Agent or Manager of the 
Bank. Mr. Sinnatamby Saravanamuttu of Mnnepay was the 
Shroff:-C. N, P. 
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Pcrcival AcklandDyke 
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(tm9^tjo^d(^uQtji!(L wirmncsariS/t^n^ij 6ieodsLLi^(i^iDti§S(^i^ 
1829 th @0 SSljuSH S i 0 m JS lua ^uuireamd^d^s mmm 
LLL» jrffm000ihiS^iT. ^fSi0 S3 lju0 8 « 0^0 Q^hl^ib 
OhSm tmB^jpudutMm iBuu0 UP 8 i 0M0^GDirs^iAlsuQff ujn^u 
Ufi€mQMt0f)imL.ffnaeS(Qik0^ir. 0GOMne^i£lQinQuirjpiuiS(39i ^GO/ruji 
0ii QfidjpdQofiuLf ML^ifluuiLu.^. 0iGi)ist€nsiu/rMinL0aSA Qptm 
tSm »(rpu/ieBi0iBfi6b(n^Q^(^(^0eiiMiiusaaf€aatt^i. 

0 )QifftfiQiut^iassOLLGPeatir(ifih Lj&rQ 0 Qt 0 fiarairiB 0 (LfiDirLLM^ uuir 

id^MtlTQlG ^€aBrtM0aj(JD ^M^tTltt^Js0(UQfi(ipGMi^iU€^(r, ^GMp^^Mind 
Qi^Q(uQ(y00(jl^ipdff. 

sdQ0ifiiiSp(^ih ^i^QS(^ipM96aaBiiSp 0pi0sS0 piruffiBus^ 
KViliG,Gj€MMuA^u umrLJ<d00uua ffisnMMeinh t^iruunujd^ajth Qqi%bo 
kjffiLM^GOMfp^p 0tjo0(^€SifiQutrei)msu3^u Quaidl(U€eiQi*€di9S 
d^m^uffmpeild&p^nM^BnoMtu QtLnikjp s^QirpMaRs^aj(^i0Qtm0ii/i , 
^ji^pailL^jgeDpLJUffitsmLJ LSffiuj(jjpmL^aj^ira^Qp00ffait^QiiilLf(g 
ijff uunp^t €S(^uuLJUt^Q!udiSusffQnMeofls^tqti 0^jpiuffirsaMnu>. 
}uff^uu/f€9Br ^u/i^M(^0i^S0Simji0yu0ntBcmuj Q&u0nL900Qiifl 

miQff, jiiQnftmoipd 0 n%om%jtLiJnjuntuu Queout3mmm0m S0Q0i 

4^PAUi^^(fiu^G5r0auffMpm0iLf t£l90a^iiSmiupjpsmirAQMi Q 0 
^d0a%»f€tDfud Q^amp ^ffuft^pMir^y 

t/0fli^<r^<r2fi>^ QiDsQffoBm&r^n^^ MhinmnpptrMs 

G/ft^QM)irGP^iDGAfL^Uih Qp^eSuuesi, ^ttfeSIffG 

lJUM0pSMUULLt^(^S(^th. M.GB&fl(r^9^ UlB 9^MMUU(^th OornOM 
^dsGm€Br^w0inr 0M&fi€OMiMiDiiMd Qsa(SdsLju(9ui. 

MiitLti^ffns-TdMminaSQ^i^ uspsiieO00Qeo Qm/edlMsdiet) 
0ffffdairMii00Qeo isailt^pQsaj^ €Stl(BQppp00p ^uunpaQuir 

il(St €SLL<£iiuiPu)G€meaffdMi.€S: — 9L,dQ^a>000sS(u QiodseiiifiQiumiaS^ 

GSiLt^ffsdr wmaapd MQ^dQtn^dQdQMfrek^iui^pjpfmdtBd^^ ^lettr 
mmGp0^uj0iriup0ifld^ ^Iimmshdiu^, sifiiumy uff^Qoiilt^iuMMpm 
OppaShusarmiir (^ifiifpGMp QiM&i9Kdm(QSajpdfid^^dBfiuQund(^ 

OflTfi/ Qstu0p(^LDMniM0tutr(u0 j0tS€dQp(ip0p^ijp0tsSujffmd 0m0d 
•tmairnff QGjpu0009atir, 

Qattmmdi aSppA uam ^uSL^Ammitadmaat^M^iLiJi mQ^am 
m0s9B0^tdlL^iBs0Qfiirjpnh ^duputSpjfi LodiMaQa Stppp(gM p(§d 
«SBr SmwQiu mniLa^GSpjgiih QiGigSd9u>GotfiM^dQMir^di0dQsir 
mmsOsaLLi^MMSM^d silQGSp^thj u>iri^au,n0iu uS(^sAs0B09ur 
ijp smAadr aSdSiriu^G^tuiud QmaMtairipumKL^isM^u 
uBpfid ^^utSdsm»dmGj0 mtfpppQun^d/dd M^pfitn00M^ 
0mu>uiS0p0eAruB00iiiJI(jguiimpd 00 m ^aih, smmn^, jfd^^ 
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mm 9im0Mm Q^mQmmniLWmpmi. QpppQifJHAJian*^^^ 
«ff0iA0a0jpy<AA.^«j|9 suLiiiMm(^Otmhi^^9(jj^MmMmll0jiih 
m^9L^mfimf00(}0vmgm ^^BffsOujird^ih ^Qiff4^M^uSluL4mrmMiu 
i^(gL^mumrmdi(uOsiuu9Sif, 

urnmitmai^amfAd QaaiSmfiiu «« 9tStun§S(!jm0ti^mmL{A90 
9tmit0iuQiaii00 fidffadfip up/SQiu(i090 s<6iMiSmiB 900(g^ 
000J0(jjppfSfu 00fl0^O(7u/r«Of^c9W si€Slmtj minli$. Qun(6dSI 
010, 0iuQufij0 QaQasrmuifsji 0titamrj0s9l0tanmttafi0fimM 
MsmiStaifmdl0^m900 sdQaSui^majtSiLi^s OmiitSm Qsauuw 
iSpcffth QmwkiidiQpsj^^ G^am fSd^ifi^muufjpiuMG^Ljff^Lm^s 
amiLuSpfi^ip 90fiJ»»0 pthUSpifiatm Mifieifs^mm0€fu,9m0 
Optfl 900190 L^lh Quft 90/99090999. 

^mt9j0 iS/fltu99mu(^unjOu9flmm9Dsiui9t09M tAIGQiuirmaam 

0fi9JUU(g0lss0U(i^iLira9(i$90 O/Sm omppuDWiqmQmfiiuff 0i9 Qp(!f 
H^manuinA^tuQuieAmnii Qmaeiari^mmaffu iSaufippiSasdl mw^jvpujB 
dsuQu(^ihtSff(un909iu99u.tu9 999)00090^ gjoimwi^m Qmfifumdl 
Q999iQi9,QiQoiQLJLfm9%inLiui Quwu^uu^Oifi Qiu09mL^aff9Bmvudmn 
iuu9/i^9098Bmjpi 1867 ih @u ^uuSI 8 i fimfi i9ifl009Bil 
i^mm, 

^9iB0L^09rsmu^m^e^i9^mQmii9m(O(iuitmuuilJO0 #0«^a»f#jr 

QsaaO/b ^msMatBiaSmL^dmthumramuuLLL^^. 01^00 ^ 0 fiofi 

000^^90/ fiamd/smaad mdQmdl, QmirQsm^ pfpauuaifi, mil 
^90irtm9j8m0^(dlm9Qua(§iL^0 0/d9th OmwakrL^oQihut^L 
t^uuiLL^€ar:^Hi8tory of Jaffna by S. John. 
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Hfaidfi English School 

Schools have from time to time been rapidly increasing in this 
part of the Province. Animuga Navalar, a rigorous Hindu of high 
attainments in the vernacular, who takes credit for having in- 
troduced reforms into the profession and practice of Skivaism, 
has lately opened an English school at Vannarponne, which is 
manifestly intended for the educattbn of the children of the Hin- 
dus. The Hindu community may now enjoy the satisfaction of 
having secured for themsdves a denominational school of their 
own:—C. C. Messenger, January, 1872. 

133 

Tlie Omfnteniitr of tbe Satred Heart of Jesus* Jaffna 
This Society was originated by the late Rev. Brother P. J> 
Conway whose untimely death cannot be too severely deidmned; 
for whether we regard him In the character of a scholar and 
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an educationalist or in that ol a gentleman and a Christian, we 
should place him in the very first rank. Brother Conway so 
aealously interested himself in the welfare of the boys, that he 
hit on the bright plan of putting them into a Society. The de- 
sign met with the Bishop's hearty approval, and the boys after 
a period of probation were formally received into the Society 
by Dr. Bonjean before he left us for Rome about the dose of 
1869 to share in the deliberations of the Vatican Council:— C. C. 
Messenger, June 1872. 
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Dr. Daaforth 

The late Joshua Danforth was the Resident Surgeon of the Jaffna 
Friend-in-Need Society’s Hospital, of whom Dr. Green, the popu- 
lar Medical Missionary, was so proud as his best pupil, that he 
obtained for him an honorary M. D. from his University in the 
United States:— The Life and Times of C. W, KatiravetPillai. 

D.H.CIAIIKB was one of the ablest Mathematical Scholars of 
the Batticotta Seminary, who secured fame and fortune, as an En- 
gineer. under the auspices of Sir Charles Trevelyan, Governor of 
Madras, and nephew of Lord Macaulay. 

Thb Rbv. B. H. Rice was the Native Pastor of the American 
Church at Batticotta. 

Mr. Lee of Ooduville was the father of Mr. Samuel Lee. m. a. 
of the City College. Colombo. Ibid. 

Dr. G. M. Reid was oiie of the favourite students of Dr. 
Green, who held that he was as good a physician as Dr. Danforth 
was a Surgeon. He was engaged by Mr. Dyke as his Medical 
attendant and by the Wesleyan and Catholic Missions to look 
after the sick in their Boarding Establishments. He was also 
engaged by some of the wealthy Burgher families in the Town 
to visit them periodically on the principle that prevention is bet- 
ter than cure. He was successful and popular as a Medical Prac- 
titioner. and being careful of his money, he saved a considerable 
sum. He married Victoria, the eldest daughter of Nicholas Pu- 
vinqrasinghe Mudaliyar of the P. W. D. in 1860. and died without 
issue in IBIS:— Life of Nicholas Puvirayesinghe Mudlr. 
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Tbe Brahmin Will Case 

The conversation of all classes of Society for sometime past 
turned principally on Mr. Gould and his accomplices whose 
names are now to be associated with a crime, which, not- 
oriously disreputable in itself has brought disgrace and misery 
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Upon them. Mr. Gould from his wide-spread popularity was talk- 
ed of both in town and country more than Supper and Ramar 
lingam, who were introduced only incidentally, and the success- 
es which attended his preyious trials, and the talismanic facility 
and ingenuity with which he invariably extricated the difficulties 
he found himself in, did in great measure authorise, as it were, 
those who were well disposed towards him to anticipate a favor- 
able issue. The intelligence which was communicated on Thurs- 
day the 9th instant took air with startling, I may almost say, 
telegraphic rapidity in all directions, was nevertheless not 
so unexpected as to cause either disappoinment or surprise, 
for the fact of two of the accused having turned Queen’s evi- 
dence with important admissions to make, had occasioned many 
misgivings as to the fate of Mr. Gould. There is very little talk 
here concerning the question of his innocence or guilt in the 
crime of which he has been convicted owing to the general ac- 
quiescence of the people in the justihableness of the sentence 
pronounced against .him. But he has a large share of public sym- 
pathy for the sad destiny of penal servitude which has become 
his portion to endure in the prime of life and vigour of man- 
hood, after having occupied the highest independent position at- 
tainable by the Jaffna man in his own sphere. To Jaffna, Mr, 
Gould has not been a useless man, albeit he has made himself 
mischievous to some extent, and the career he led, has been 
such as to render him quite a bewitching, adventurous and ro- 
mantic character. Poor and unpatronised, he worked his way 
manfully up to eminence and command. In 61 he entered the 
public stage as a journalist; and it was quite a wonder how he 
could have been in possession of a press, oppressed by want as 
he then was. In 63 he passed as an advocate ; and by his wit, 
cunning and unrivalled excellence as a speaker, he became emi- 
nently popular and engrossed the practice of our courts. It is 
but right to say that he asserted himself as the friend of the 
people and won their affection. In the time of the late Mr. 
Morphew he was in the zenith of his popularity, and it was 
considered suicidal and the fears thei^entertained has been now 
justified. He gradually lost his influence in the court and hav- 
ing brought himself into difficulty and raised contention in a 
cause which he had better not connected himself with, he has 
passed from public honor into public ignominy;— C. C. Messenger^ 
Nov. 1871. 

svom * jfioog Ou0ih 

(3gimd9ioir^9S(gi^ 1868 is 
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SBajifieof ^isifeo^ 0 M 

Mtfiuunes^^fi^ Q^€0^irs(g^eitaiffseirttaS(i^i^ jr.^ (Gould) 

Lidair^jp Qp^eSIfu Qeon iSpuiSi;d 0 Quntu LDffm^ir^eotQm gidimer 
«( 0 i 0 « sirffemu). ^icuiirmat^ft 0 eig 0 m 0 uupfiiQ^nLiuf.Q€iQu(Qth 
tSerdsua iSL^i^^, Qsirifi^irmm 

lUffQffnQsiiil^e^iKSiir Lj^sjp f^&rdQ^dQsnuiSsoaui s^His^Q^ 
dFp€siF, 4 ^i^uiKSd 

9tadl0jitdBu.i0jp, 0'9P^e8ruijffeioff (Twynam) (un t^uunear^^ 

«0 er^e8mL.jriiiusuir gjdieuffid^suupjSI @ 

9Bu,nQ/iiup&iundi Q(ffmuj%9idQmtd Qun^auiip^SLii^eo dSeirsisu 
4FUL9/!!p/x(e«7cl(8i0; j Un ITUU^^dfiUULlL^ pi, QsVQpthLf/BS 
ifiQoi ^diQeff ^ifidpisstffLDVirsdi fQ/}90^Q^ Qip/riSdQ^^QutW 

irdsm (Sir Bichard Morgan) ^irnsst^aSkxi ^ppt^d .np^adj 
&iefrdms (si^d^ er^ifiscur ^pp^nsa^ ^oTasdafragi B;SB 

(Oreasv) i^u^iundi mjSmddppenL^'^ Quji}(^ir^&r . — 

0 ||. 
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The Jaffna College 

The Jaffna College, situated at Batticottain Nortli Ceylon, is, 
as far as we know, the first attempt of a Christian Community 
in a heathen land to establish a college of their own. It origin- 
ated in a spontaneous effort, made by the native Christians of 
Jaffna in 1867, to establish a Christian College, which should give 
a superior education both in the English and vernacular langu- 
ages. A meeting of educated Tamils was called, and was largely 
attended. At this meeting a scheme was adopted, and a Commit- 
tee appointed to collect funds and take initiatory steps towards 
establishing a Christian College. Principally through the .efforts of 
this Native Committee, £ 1,700 were raised in Ceylon -a large sum^ 
when it is remembered that in Jaffna the wage of a labouring 
man is only six pence a day. The people of America, hearing of 
this effort on the part of the Native Christians and believing 
those most worthy of help who try to help themselves contribu- 
ted £ 6^000 and the American Board of Missions gave, for the use 
of the College land and buildings worth £ 5000. Early in 1872 the 
College was started under the general management and control of 
S Board of Directors. This Board of Directors is at present com- 
posed of the Senior Missionaries of the three Missions working 
in Jaffna, namely, the Church of England Mission, the Wesleyan 
Mission, and the American Mission, along with the Government 
Agent of the Northern Province, and representative native Christ 

29 



226 

ian gentlemen of the community: Years in Ceylm by 
and Margaret W, lu^itch, 

137 

Kanakasabaipillai (Alias Evarts) 

Qeuir ^kerOonli^uSdeo n. &aj(7J^L^u> iD^iQwe^ih }2iJSsfi 

tSpkfiaae, LfQjrn/iQaf^^dn 0/S^i/saue. 

mLL(9s(SmaLLea>L^u uaatifiiuanwfijr^n^eSlQa^ ^ASeSehuseim^ 
Qiuff^ ^uSifid etpgs^Q^p/tQpjhjpiy ^die^L^uSlQi^lBfi a^mirtL (Dx- 

Ward) onoi^fiujfiL-w &QjrfftJiSaj mat^d^iLUB sp/Dsaanfigpuh, 

iS^e^/FiAlifi aa^/ijSiuirifuj ^(^djBfffffff/ns^ed) Jumif^L^di apg> 
annt^fituQu} ^ojn Qu(i^KSir^ 

fiOufi(fffr, jS ^eoiseeor gieifa0iu.W3afid) lAlds 

fbpaawiijdree Lfsooiae^eShtir ^^Ljet^Oiebr aetrs^eau^^ mear 

g/yta avicdis&rndi jgaatfidauuLiL^nn. 

glOjffjsj uni^dimm Q^a pe^aaot QunQ^LLetasiQisean^ Q^/Bd 
0 €atm iJfiuad ^oBuu^daA fi(y^&ind(§ui4ana9ui ftmu 

OutuBauq/ntaavih ^ekesijD ^tufifStsad^ ISl'dth @u an^me^ih 
AiQ^fiiSdi Sl/adjfi OLOHeiSleo ^(Sjd^a^aSp Q^iBdsuuil 

i^air. ivffifiuuffoardfi^eo oe^mpp^Q^diQm utg.0 

^jremQ Quaiaa^dr 139 ps 90 W. — ud. ff. 
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Rev. Levi Spaulding, D« D. 

iu9^uu7eaofdeBiadQ^nd,3 9L9tiSp Qf^eaSeoupfidi ^OldAs 
uSI0(ftu9^/ftuj904u ^/fdSiu saaih QeoeS auQuiriK^itueAr 
t$,pd 1873(i> @u ^esflicea^dt XSi^afi qadfQtpmm ^"^asiuSdi 
unfip^aSilL^nf!. ^Ofeu/rdaDade^p 54 a /0 

Qpekeiiia ^ipd^0^u> ^ihwaafih Qup(ffir pdi^dr 
iSmbais^ Qn0dQpmpuujird0 ffij , piSfaetBi^w spjptoidp Oume 
iSm^s%ia (Ia0pjy>Qiipne»&r, iBiiQpoDi^iu Qpa^ppAiftem gjaug 
gaendOtuQiD geu^aoL^uj sepaeameiS^dpgp. goiir ptBjpuuffanek^ 
aotup ^adsmeiLid apjpp gmBe^eri puSlQ^ianaar 

QmgymQeaim qppmkm^JhLpiBeaL The Christian 

Friend. 
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Governor Gregory in Jaffna 

His Excellency the Governor (Sir William Gregory) and suite 
consisting of his Private Secretary, C^kbum Stewart Esqr., Major 
Qay, the Hon’ble the Colonial Secretary and Dr. Charaley arriv- 
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ed here on the evening of the 8th instant, and took their quarters 
for the night at the residency of the Government Agent The 
next morning His Excellency proceeded to the Queen's House, Fort 
and there met the principal headmen and Kachcherri officers who 
had expressed their desire to see the Governor. An address was 
read giving His Excellency a respectful and heartfelt welcome for 
which he thanked the assembled concourse of people. In the even- 
ing the Government Agent Mr. Twynam, gave a grand dinner- 
party to His Excellency, inviting the elite of the European Com- 
munity of Jaffna. On Tuesday evening the Governor visited the 
Convent Girls’ School ■ and there met His Lordship Dr. Bonjean. 
The same evening another dinner party was given to His Ex- 
cellency by the District Judge, Mr. D. E. de Saram. On Wednesday 
morning S. Mudlr. Saverimuttu Mudaliyar, who had been invested by 
Sir Hexx^ules Robinson with the title of Mudaliyar of the Gov- 
ernor's Gate, was presented with a gold medal and chain, all the 
native headmen and several others being present. His Excellency 
in giving the testimonials spoke in terms of praise of the ability 
and integrity of the Mudaliyar. The cereqiony was the first of 
its kind witnessed in Jaffna and happy were the Jaffnese to see 
a very respectable fellow townsman of theirs who had served the Gov- 
ernment well and worthily for a period of 46 years, and who 
had maintained a high gentlemanly character throughout, receive 
a distinguishing mark of honour from the highest in the land, in 
special recognition of his long and faithful services. In the after- 
noon, the Mudaliyar entertained the Vice Regal party and other 
important officials at his house, which was very tastefully deco- 
rated and furnished. His Lordship Dr. Bonjean also honoured the 
Mudaliyar with his presence on the occasion. The circumstances 
connected with the presentation of the gold medal and thain to 
the Mudaliyar were very gratifying to his friends and would doubt- 
less serve to gladden the remaining years of his. life.— C. C Mes- 
senger Feb^ 1874. 
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IttcIioUpinai Sinnatamby 

Mr. Sinnatamby was a Kachcheri Officer well-known iii his 
day. His natural aptitude for business and steady habits of life 
won for him fair success. Of his three sons who are all dead, 
the eldest Mr. J* E. Nicholas was a Proctor, another Mr. S. Bas- 
tiampillai, Mudaliyar of the Jaffna Kachcheri and the third Mr. 
p 4 £• Francis was a Landing Waiter at the Customs, Jaffna. Bas* 
tiampillai manried a daughter of Chevalier Saverimuttu Muda- 
liyar. Mr. Sinnatamby died at Jaffna in 1874:—/. H. Wittebrcn. 
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Cooma4[aswamy Modaliyar 

As a lad Coomaraswamy Mudaliyar was so precocious tJiat he 
is said to have *iisped in numbers, for the numbers came/’ as 
in the case ot Pope, before he entered upon his teens. His easy 
circumstances enabled him to follow the bent of his mind and 
devote himself to the pursuit of poesy from first to last, as a 
labour of love. He died in his 83rd year on the 30th December 
1874. His literary remains consist of the drama called Indra Kut 
mara Nadakam and the encomiastic poem called Arulampala Ko- 
vai, in honour of his friend and contemporary Arulampala Muda- 
liyar. 

Coomaraswamy Mudaliyar married Sivakamipillai (the* daught- 
er of Punniya Maniagar) who bore him two sons, the younger 
being the subject of this notice and the elder Sapapathy Muda- 
liyar of the Jaffna Fiscal’s Office, who died in 1884 and whose 
only son Duraiswamy Maniagar passed away prematurely on the 
11th February, 1904 .— Life and Times of C W. Katiravetpillau 
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The Jaffna Prince of Wales^ Reception Fond 

The Jaffna Prince of Wales’ Reception Committee has proved 
a complete success. The subscriptions, a very large portion of 
which has been received, amount, it is said, to above Rs. 10, (XX). 
by no means an inconsiderable sum in itself, and for Jaffna 
a remarkably high sum certainly to raise. A beautiful silver cas- 
ket and a choice set of Jewels of Jaffna workmanship are in 
readiness for presentation. An address has also been prepared and 
adopted and a deputation named to proceed to Colombo to read 
the address and present the casket and contents to the Prince in 
behalf of the inhabitants of the Northern and Eastern Provinces* 
It is proposed to devote the remaining sum of money in the 
hands of the Committee to some memorial to perpetuate the great 
event which is to take place shorty, and signalize the future an- 
nals of Ceylon. “ C. C. Messenger, Nov, 1875. 

143 

Overseer Corps 

Often it is said that a great man leaves the impress of his 
mind upon everything he handles. The same remark also appears 
in. another form— ''Great men leave their foot prints on the sands 
of time.” Although the grave has closed overCcyloii’s great road- 
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maker. Major Skinner, he still lives to us in the great works as- 
sociated with his name, and we have little doubt that so long as 
British rule obtains in Ceylon his name will go down to the re- 
motest posterity honoured and cherished. The formation and or- 
ganisation of our overseer corps was his noblest work, not only 
because overseers are very useful to the public, but chiefly be- 
cause in the adoption of this measure his end and aim was the 
promotion of native interest. Well did it become a great man to 
seek, call, train, and encourage native talent. The overseers train- 
ed in his time are all practical man, possessing large acquaintance 
with works in the Island ; and in recognition of their ability and 
industry he raised to the office of Superintending Officers more 
than three gentlemen taken from the ranks .— Patriot 6th 
August 

Among those trained by Major Skinner and received gov- 
ernment appointments as Superintending officers besides Mr. 
Armstrong were the late Mudaliyar Welupillai the famous 
builder of the Katugastotta Bridge, the late Mr. S^- 
man, who constructed the larger portion of the Balang a 
-Haputale Road, the late Messrs Pethaperumal, Harward.^ 
and Woodall (all of them Tamils, who distinguished themselves* 
in the Department): Memoir of Francis Muttyah Armstrong, 
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G S. Puvirajasinghe 

The death took place on the 7th instant, at 
37 of Gabriel Solomon Puvirajasinghe, Proctor of the DisUic 
Jaffna. The. de.:eased received an excellent English education 
possessed all the choice qualifications necessary *®^f"**“ ^ “ 
a distinguished member of the Legal Tu. 

position and winning address endeared him to ® ® ® aeneral 

community and his premature death is the su 
regret;--/- C- Ouardian I9th May 1877. 
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T. Chinnatamby 

§i4aiii ^ 

^iauiSCi9.d9s»iSpuf>a>fi>* 


(Mr. Koplerl 0^2 
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CI0V1A ^L9LJL9fffriuiiQsffM<d 

(^^jSffQuuA jXji Quifiili^n^, Qs'tJSl^ 
jS^ SL^mms^€ktui Q^n^i^ssr(T^.i%io ersmgnjj ^ir 

it/£A g^iupfi^atr, g)at^ff^Qu^a(S j? Sm ahtSu.tt^, 
s/fsthj €^iFu^fiffiru4fM.Pj eSiTiifi^ir^^ff^, 
msfuujufi^ih^ ^mQQhmiTTj^sihy £Siruiffsneffiaju:LD€arufisn>^ ^oi 
10009 ^jijeceiSli^eoir^ui^ ^jTiriLeS Gindin aevg/ith 
unc^wism^fBu ug^^gsBuu • i3^>cund^€Btrr, uo. a^. ft 
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Mr. Armstrong and some Pablic Works of Jaffna 

In 1878 Mr. Armstrong was transferred to Jaffna as District 
Engineer and Superintending officer. The following gentlemen were 
some of the illustrious sons of the North, who were Mr. Arm* 
strong’s contemporaries in the Public Service, during the time 
he held office in Jaffna: - The late Mr. C. W. Kathiravetpillai, the 
distinguished and well-known Police Magistrate of Kayts (father 
of the Hon’ble Mr. K, Balasingam). Mr. T. M. Tjimpoe, late 
Crown Proctor, and acting Police Magistrate Jaffna ; the late 
Mr. Arunasalam, Sub Collector, Kangasanturai ; the late Dr. W. 
Paul, Medical officer in charge of the F. N. S. Hospital in 
Jaffna (father of Dr. Chelliah Paul, First Surgeon, General 
Hospital); and the late Mr. J. N. Sandrasagara, Superintendent 
of Minor Roads, Jaffna. While in Jaffna Mr. Armstrong was chiefly 
entrusted with the maintenance and up keep of the roads, and among 
the construction works done by him, the most lasting and useful 
works carried out by him is the Punnalai Causeway, a splendid 
roadway over the lagoon between the Island of KaradiVu or 
Leyden and the Peninsula. Among works carried out by Mr. Arm- 
strong in the Jaffna District besides the causeway, are the Kan- 
kesanturai Landing Pier and Point-Pedro Jetty and Harbour 
Works, Rest-House at Kankesanturai , Puloly Hospital, Foint-Pedro, 
the Valvettyturai Customs, rebuilding of Fort Hammanheil in 
Kayts, rebuilding of the Jaffna Grain Shed, Customs and Over- 
seer’s Quarters,forty cells at the Jaffn^ai), the Land Registrar’s office 
and Record Room, Jaffna. Among his trusted subordinates were, 
the late Mr. Morris Chellappa (the father of Mr. A Rajanayakam, 
the esteemed Secretary of the Jaffna District Court, and of Mrs. 
H. Hallock of Colombo), the late overseer Nagamuttu ofMoolay, 
who was afterwards appointed as Head Overseer, P. W. D. and 
Mr. K. Kathiravelu of Puloly (fsCther of Mr. Ratnasingham, Chief 
Clerk of the Jaffna District Court:— Afemoir of Francis Muttydh 
Armstrong, 
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Sandrasagara Pandithar 

^Ai/f iSpi/BQtir. Q/Sm/totinrO a^/r 

G^dsuSii et^Qnth gfiuniQLSfif^m pmQ^ih 

taiLu^uj SffjiS 9Lp/D^(t^uinfdiUy wQiJttiiiis^m (Rev. 

Dr, Spaulding) jn^iHujirnS, ^Q,b 3 Lf0.a*iBs^(StJonffiQuvjirms 

eifLOj g}ajflp^d, ^LJUi>wna004(^ a^^eiSQstu^^ii^trffmrfiS, /f^ 

ib^AQ^&Mtr (llov. J. Knight) jn'kj&9) 

ffirfi Q^Laj:yiiiJfit/!}Qijir^^ ^3^ad(^ 9L.0eSQ0>L^u(3uaeBr 

ueo p(7^*ii/rriif L (a/Qtuirfi^sir/rtu 79 t^tu 

^eit 1879 Lfi @u Wiju^ tJT 2G i 0U)au 

i^(^0iJvea)iSL^uSsi2f^ Q^/ria^jir, ^eu/r^ GC^iri^L^Lf^fijr^ 

L^ffd^ir ^emd/uim iB0.isofiQ(ueo ardmTiAI(B'i0n (Dr. Wyman Na- 
thaniel) uiriiussfieo ^aS uan^ei^ic, m^^tUL^^^inrnQaj m. or, 
fieo^ojiiueOuii ihfineS^tudd VL.Qicii&veSliL.id)€L^€a Qu(i/f^00fiu 
utft^0ir%9»d GStTiLu^ ^^(^(uiTrst^ D, nr. m, 

^thu9i)SLii€aanr iBfiireafi'ljjSd tun t^:.)Li /team u> QuneSIth) 

tL.dfiQujaa 0 jffirireifua . uil. 
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Artunttga Navalar 

§j£U(r 0fAli^JS;i^'ajnii&ir96ifffSf s-ann ^iFvjprdiMiar 

u.esorn(kj^ unemt^ji j^tuoi Qijp(n^ffssjjQd s-j mQ(rh0^fdffith uaS 
s^GBL^iLurrruj P.Q-nfiveiS’jjm uS/ai^ekunu^/tieifuSdo ^dfO^fuir 
QD^fLiLfW spjpj 20 ^uij iL^^ f?eK»jf0^Qjjraev iSfipd 

QunQ iio Q09s04 -^jd (Kev. P. Percival) ^ui^{fiUiJ^t9,jgjrnB 

(^&j0.7su> Qmn y^Qutuni'^i^di tseoeo 9^u(o<ui^8iUff8 

0 L.:'gi aL.u^d^^fiBi2ssiU’.l^u^.^tii^u».iLj0^0iiiSliXfr^iT. 1845 ti @U 
Qisa/raSjsiMUi jffuundu (?a>aw 

miu eSilJd^ 0iiQf(6\o<iO &/etirdsQfih, 

^ir&ojgiriSdienjih^ iSa^ii*iL Q^iLujofiry SQK^jpLiQsneArL^nffaS^ 
Qfitir iSidi QpLJUji^ ircis^ ^^/(i^i^fhiSteirrna ^iQpL>p8iiSp sireoth 
€SiLi^9ir, Aedf^nu^^eisjr, t^QfSi) 7 ^ (yt^eo^iofr 
fid 80thuirdfi&f^ Lini^^Ftr'tsosiiuu g}miif Qpm 

€mff7a/6dBr ^^ iiLJ6saj^s88ruSff^.l' iSidfcar/r Q F^saruLLL^ ih J^d9 

tuifiir^n^A^ efu^aiSdpird, Q0:d.2s8TULl.u.€fiar^fiji>(^u ueOQpmofi 
Q0^jpfi0ui^€arir. jfi^iBSu.dM^d) jmdd^dsnftt 

Quvjpih ^(i^dQdf jp^i. 8 fi(u< 3 iiih Quiflujofiinrm ^0jiujgfd(g Qwp 
Uilt^ Lj 00 s 4 js^nji fioj^dfi .0id8il^Lj iSir^ifi^^nrdrfi^ ^oi 
mir^Q0ij/Bp9(i0 ( 7 a ^ 8 eOiSkfim^uirfSatt 9 ojiaSdi 80^ 
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vb90ik i3p&LiL^ 1879 ih 

Q^stSQajasiLnaSsBTtT, ufi^Sth fipeniDoS j^th (^ea>px0^ff^ 

mffr. 8tr006iiffa6ser. jifarfiSa^^uufrii&^urufrt^carff. Geos/rm^ 
Mm (UffifiUuirmar^^A ihemL^Qu^^Qjifi aa^mi ^0'ijuir^u u^fi 
iflmmiifui ^miir Q^(U0 Qppt 3 it aj0 deans ^^00tt(umQanmmQL^ 
m,0U0fiQLj>/bp^: — un. ». j|. 
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Hr« V« Yanamutttt 

Mr. Yanamuttu, Contractor and General Merchant^ passed away 
on the 23rd February 1907. He will be long remembered as the 
pioneer of the Mail Coach Service from Jaffna to Point -Pedro and 
Kankesanturai ; — Life of Nicholas Puvirajcisin^he Mudaliyar. 
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SangarapiUai Mttdaliyar 

Don Philip Sangarapillai Mudaliyar was the scion of an old 
family whose ancestors did signal service to the Portuguese Gov- 
ernment and were greatly honoured by them. One of his ances- 
tors is said to have superintended the construction of the Jaffna 
Fort in 1632. Mr. Sangarapillai was bom A. D. 1770, and we 
find him in the early days of the British accession in Ceylon, 
Ip. charge of what was then designated the “Oppum” Department 
under the then controller of Jaffna. The function of this depart- 
ment was to issue “Oppums” or permits for the exercise of hon- 
orary ceremonies on occasions of marriages, births, deaths and 
other domestic occurrences, when the attendance of the Blacksmith, 
the Carpenter, the Dhoby, and the Barber were compulsory for 
the purpose of decorating the house with white cloth, spreading 
cloth on the ground for the newly- married couple to walk upon 
and for the temporary canopy, and for other services appropriate to 
their respective castes. An ^*Oppum” was also required for 
riding in a *Taianquin.” It was unlawful in those days for 
any one to have honorary ceremonies, such as we have de- 
detailed above, performed or to ride in a Palanquin or to have mine 
without an '*Oppum” under the hand of the officer of the “Oppum** 
Department who granted it after careful inquiries made as to 
the caste and social status of the applicant — /. H. WtUebron, 
The **oppums” were written in Tamil on slips of ola or palmirah leaf 
with a margin on the left on which were stamped the initials of the 
civil or revenue officer with whose apprcwal and authority they 
were issued*— A few of these **oppums'’ are in the possession of 
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the compiler, of which the earliest bearing date Feb. 4. 1746, waa 
issued during the administration of Julius Valentyn Steyn Van 
Gollnesse to Don Sanchuvampillai Deiogu Vas on the occasion of 
his being invested with the rank of Mudaliyar under the name 
and title of Don Dieogu Vas Puvirajasinghe Mudaliyar, allowing 
him at the same time the privilege of using a tusker, palanquin, 
cloth for the ground to walk on, white canopy, and drums by 
Pandarams. The latest, bearing date 24th June. 1818, was issued during 
the time of William H. Hooper, Collector of Jaffna, to Puviraja- 
singhe Mudaliyar Manualthamby, granting him the privilege of riding 
in a palanquin. 
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Rev. T. P. Htmt 

Rev. Hunt came of a family in Chavakachcheri. He was the 
youngest in a family of five boys. The father consigned him in 
charge of the American Missionaries of the far-famed Vaddukoddai 
Seminary. 

The boy was a poor scholar, not bright and winsome at first 
and was the subject of ridicule from his classmates. But he was 
religious, studious, patient, meek and energetic. When he was 
in one of the higher classes, one day he solved & problem in 
Higher Mathematics, which no one else in his class could do. 
It brought about a difference in the feeling of the class towards 
him. From that day he was regarded as a genius and command- 
ed the respect of his schoolmates and Professors which he re- 
tained till his death. 

The principal works of his life are tlie founding of Jaffna College 
and the Jaffna Trading Company Limited. He was the author of many 
religious tracts and he won a prize for his best tract in Tamil entitled 
‘Which is True." His Magnum opus in this line was his "Evidences of 
Christianity in Tamil ;"— Church of Christ in Ceylon, 
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Saveriffltttta Httdaliyai 

Sandrasegra Mudaliyar Saverimuttu Mudaliyar was a son of 
Sandrasegra Mudaliyar of the Jaffna Customs. He was born in 
1802 and entered Government Service as a Civil Storekeeper. In 
1839 he succeeded Philip Muttukisna Mudaliyar as Mudaliyar 
of the Jaffna Kachchcheri. Ihe work of the Native Department 
having gradually increased in proportion and responsibility, Aseer- 
vatha Mudaliyar was appointed assistant to Saverimuttu Mudaliyar. 
Saverimuttu Mudlr. was a prominmit officer and was well-known and 
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Respected throughout the Island. He was esteemed and trusted by Gov- 
nerment Agent Dyke» while Sir William Twynam who reigned in 
“Old Park*' for over a quarter of a century had in Saverimut- 
tu Mudaliyar his “guide, philosopher, and friend/* He took a 
prominent part in the buildings connected with the Cathedral Church 
of Jaffna and was never satisfied till he saw them completed. 
He had the Celebration of the Festival of the “Month of May,’* 
and the devotions for the 30 days preceding the festival. He took 
also considerable interest in the annual Paschal Representation in 
the Cathedral. Upon the recommendation of the late Arch-bishop 
Bonjean, Saverimuttu Mudaliyar was created a Knight Chevalier 
of the order of St Gregory the Great by his Holiness Pope 
Leo. XUI. 

He had an only son who died young. He left two daughters 
one of whom married S. Bastiampillai Mudaliyar and died with- 
out issue. His liberality in all matters concerning the Church 
was so great, that almost all he possessed of was devoted to 
the maintenance and advancement of the Church. And up-to-date 
his name is remembered with gratitude by the clergy and the 
laity. And when one looks on that stately pile of St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, in the building of which he had taken no inconsider- 
able part and within sight of which his mortal remains are laid 
to rest, one cannot help applying to him the memorable epitaph 
on Christopher Wren. “Simonumentum quaeris circumspice.”— */. H. 
Wittebran, 
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Eliza Agnew 

Miss Eliza Agnew has been affectionately called by the peo- 
ple of Jaffna “The mother of a thousand daughters.” 

She Was born in New York City, February 2, 1807, and deci- 
ded to be a Missionary when eight years of age ;— Church 
of Christ tn Ceylon.^* 
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Jaffna in <830 ^ 

There were then no roads, properly so-called, beyond the 
Pettah. Even the Main Street from the fort terminated near the 
3rjd Cross Street, beyond, which it was a mere sandy track. In 
the villages, the “Parish Roads” of the Dutch were the sole means 
of communication ; while there were no traces of the present 
trunk lines to Ohavakachcheri and Point Pedro, Valvettiturai and 
Kangesanturai, Mathakal and Punnalai. The salt lagoon running 
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through the Peninsula, from Ariyalai to Thondamannar, was not 
bridged either at Puthankuli or Vallai, and the rainy season ter- 
minated all intercourse and trade between the parishes of Jaffna 
and those of Vadamaradchi on the North and Tenmaradchi on 
the East. Fachchillapally, now the cocoanut garden of the North, 
was comparatively little known, except as the domain of the ele- 
phant and the black bear. Elephants roamed about Kaithadi and 
paid surprise visits to the Town; Cheetahs committed sad havoc 
on cattle, and jackals in plentiful packs held their midnight con- 
certs in close proximity to the town. The age of gang robberies, 
of ear-cutting, torch-light robberies and highway robberies, had not 
then passed, and the names of noted burglars, such as Arivan, 
Nenaivan and Palaivetty Kantan, continued still to exercise a terri- 
fic spell over peaceful house-holds. Travelling was beset with 
sure and certain danger.^Liyk Puvirajasinghe Mudaliyar. 
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Naganathapillai 

€jjDs^€npiu 60 (jpeirQar 

iS/Diijgguir. 

glirtsiQsfl9aja.ir. 

Qfi0€StuinrttO sp-Spt;$.4Qs(rLLt^p(^^ 

Q/f^Ou)a^4S^£gifS ^uJSwir^iuit&iu id/saial 

Alas. ggihf irL — us. a. f . 
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G« P* SaytindaranayagamPiUai 

U€»tfitu^iL9iQsffLLmL^4 
S)/bf»/Dd^ opdidSem 50 

sigssj MiSMiusi aearu^nr^ 

s3fiLiL^q/40Jrff. 3iLfua^inrp099 Qpifiu LiQwtrjiO^difjBQ^ih iS,i0a 
s^€Sls(gu>rOttjQ gfmir md/BmQ3inLs3i^4 

sf. o, ertmgpiih 

U3mt3.puuilL^Qpui Qupgy, ^uu^fiiS9e9 iSirueS^i fiutnu^/ri 
pffirriu Si(g/Bg3ifr. OpeSlii^ gjiaOcSI 

th 9al L/6n;;fSfi7a^«0 ^a0(7fLfS0ci>st96ors. 

Aaissaiii) ^miQOeiiu nfisauup 0^9331^13 
mipmr. gioeianrsneiv^^msirffUiSir^FisiQM^ih ^ais Q^m^ear^ 
asaiSAli7^t9B»«il9s0 aS>s^iusuclc.cb Oupudua^ih loa^mmmgu 
uftL9uuafiA 90a/ssio jfQ^m ^«sr(Slacvsa Jiir^atli^iunffap 
O/iiAeyO^^aiUuilip0S/ias. 
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agpui urrL.tM jur^tfff tun^u 

utmr^fieo ^0«# ^i^irsBtuir^ €rmuiTir.^L^00ifi» 00uum 
(tfULf gl0a00ffmflaS^dl/i>90m/ff — u/*. #. f. 
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Revd^John Hensman 

1 have received the news of Mr. Hensman’s departure with 
much regret I saw a good deal of him each time I visited 
Jaffna and had a very high regard for him. He was an able 
man I should say, as well as a good one, and had done a good 
day’s work in the Lord’s Vineyard;-— I^ight Revd. R. S, Copleston, 

The Revd. Mr. Hensman had a very large family. The second 
son having died in infancy, there were left eight sons and four 
daughters. Charles, Samuel, James, and Edward had proceeded to 
South India, one after another, and entered the Madras University. 
Charles passed the First-in-arts examination, and with the help of 
his uncle, Mr. Christian Philips, who was Government Schoolmaster, 
got an appointment in the Madras Educational Service. Samuel passed 
the First-in-arts examination and returned to Jaffna, where, after 
serving in the Wesleyan Mission as a teacher for some time, 
he was appointed Headmaster of the Jaffna College under the 
American Mission. James had a distinguished University career 
and passed the b. a., when he was 20, and was immediately taken 
into the Madras Educational Service. Alfred received his education 
in the Colombo Academy (Royal College) and afterv aids passed 
out as a Vroctorr^The Life of Revd, John Hensman. 
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The Cydoiie of 1884 

We have had a superabundance of rain in 1884. During 
the latter part of the year, two cyclones, one on ^the 16th of 
October, the other on the 14th of December, burst forth, causing 
destruction over this unfortunate district. The loss to the Pen- 
insula has been heavy and extensive both in life and property:— 
The Jaffna Catholk tjuardian Jan, 10,1885, 

No atmospheric disturbance within the recollection of the 
oldest inhabitant, has been attended with such disastrous results, 
nor is there any event on record among us, or traditionally 
handed down to us^ which can at all come into comparison with 
rile one we have just witnes8ed.--‘TAe Ciyten Po/fss/.'’ 
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V* Ramalingam 

• fS^Sa&Qmi ^y^mawtrdj 

Qs/nlemi^ &aSff(ipfi^ tLoot.^tin ^irtiu>eSI>tsQuidi gn ^Bst^ssu 

gjmSeSa^ g)(ji^un€nei^s^ii spAOiir^ qa) 

Qjffaiuu uiuei Afs^uunds^^ uginar, Sgikaeir 
^^ttjiAirfiQujn(S maaaflda^u^ssii 4iSeOffjfuDj a^gn 

Ou(U0€r«tt ^ IT w a) T#iL'«8Bi?a^i« uingmi:--^ ut. 9. ft- 
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A few words on doty 

Colombo, 

My Dear Sir, 12th June, 85. 

Allow me to thank you for sending me the 
printed copy of your address on ‘*Duty.*' 

Much of it is particularly useful, and I am very glad to no- 
tice what you say on pages 9 and 10 against that pestilent crav- 
ing for a smattering of bad English which is unfortunately do- 
ing so much harm, and causing so much poverty amongst the 
rising generation in Ceylon. If you, and others in your position, 
will continue to preach the dignity of labour, and the miserable 
indignity of false gentility based on a belief that a little English 
places a young man "above*' honest labour, you will be not only 
greatly aiding me in an up-hill struggle against fashion and pre- 
judice, but you will be doing real good in your generation to 
the people of your country. 

Yours faithfully, 

H. W. Green. 

To. 

James H. Martyn, 

Sub-Inspector of the R. C. Mission Schools, Jaffna, 

161 

Jaffna Kailway Meeting 

The meeting to take steps to memorialize the Government to 
extend the Matale line of Railway in a Northerly direction, ori- 
ginally advertised to be held on the 29th ultimo, having been 
postponed owing to heavy rain, was held on Saturday last the 
14th instant, at the Distfict Court House. There was, not-with- 
standing the heavy rain, a laige and respectable attendance. Mr. 
Cross, the Manager of the local branch of the new O. B. C., pre- 
sided. Several resolutions were moved and seconded. The princi- 
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pal , speakers were Messrs Allagacoen, Santiagopillai, Tampoet Na- 
galingam, Kanagasaby, Ilankiar, the Rev. Fr. Lytton and the Rev. 
Messrs Griffith. Gomes and Winston. All the speakers, without a 
solitary exception, concurred in the desirability and expediency of 
the extension of the Railway to the North .<— Ceylon Examiner^ 
I9ih November, 1885, 
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Ambalavana Htidaliyar 

Rasakaria Sinkai Ariya Ambalavana Mudaliyar. Maniagar of 
Valigamam North, was the brother of the late Dr. Cleveland, and 
the father-in-law of the late well-known Velupillai Mudaliyar of 
the P. W. Department. After a service of about 40 years, during 
which time he had earned the confidence of Government and 
the good-will and esteem of the inhabitants of his district, he 
succumbed to some serious abdominal distemper. The Office of 
Maniagar of Valigamam North, was from time immemorial, in 
the possession of the family of the late Rajanayaga Mudaliyar Ira- 
gunatha Mudaliyar of Mallagam ;— Ceylon Examiner, Nov, 1865, 
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A. Eliatamby 

Mr. Eliatamby, head clerk of the Jaffna Kachcheri, was ap- 
pointed by the late Mr. Dyke as a clerk at Mullaitivu. He rose 
step by step, till he became the head clerk of the Jaffna Kach- 
cheri. He has been in service for the last thirty-nine years. He 
was respected by all for his kindness, courtesy and impartiality. 
During the long period he had been in employment, he seldom 
gave offence to any of his superiors or brother clerks i—The C^- 
lon Examiner, Nov. 1885, 
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Galaxy of Tamil Poets 

I have carefully read Mr. Arnolds’ **Galaxy of Tamil Poets.” 
It supplies a real deficiency in our literature and may help much 
in increasing a regard for the national authors. Its popular form 
and interesting style make it very readable. I have no doubt that 
both in India and Ceylon it will be universally sought after and 
read with avidity;—/?. O. D, Asbury, 
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G« S. ArianayagamPilUi 

Mr. G, S. ArianayagamPillai, B. A., B. L., was Puisne Justice. 
High Court, Trevandram. The Cochin Argus writes:— 
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"His whole career as a Jud{;e was not only unblemished to 
the utmost but unanimous public opinion ran throughout the 
length and breadth of the land that there was not a more honest 
upright and conscientious Judge. The breath of scandal, which 
has assailed many a Judge not only of Travancore, but of else- 
where too, never dared to approach him. The fact was he was scru- 
pulous, just and impartial even to a fault. The proverbial sword 
of justice in his hands descended without the slightest regard or 
respect to persons.*’ 

ArianayagamPillai and SavundranayagamPillai were brothers. 
Mr. A. G. Tambinayagam, who is married to Mary, sister of Jos. 
N, Sandresegra Mudaliyar, Maniagar, and Mr. A. M. Muttunaya- 
gam, retired Puisne Justice, Trevandram, who is married to Pearl, 
the second daughter of the late Advocate C. Brito, are the sons 
of Mr. ArianayagamPillai. 
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The Jaffna Hinda CoQege 

The Jaffna Hindu College was founded in 1887 under the 
name of "The Native Town High School” by the late Mr. Wil- 
liam Nevins Sithamparapillai, In 1839 the m*anagement was trans- 
ferred to Mr. S. Nagalingam, Advocate, who located it at Van- 
narponne. In 1890 the institution was placed under the control 
of "The Jaffna Saiva Paripalana Sabai," a society of the leading 
Hindus of Jaffna, formed for the purpose of promoting the cause 
of Hindu religion and education. The Sabai, which had then as 
its president Mr. T. Chellappahpillai, b. a., b. l., retired Chief 
Justice of Travancore, removed the school to a temporary build- 
ing on the present site and reorganised it under the name of 
•The Hindu High School.” 

In 1892, Mr. N. Selvadurai b, a., son of the late Mr. Willi- 
am Nevins Sithamparapillai, who founded the institution, took 
charge of the school as its Headmaster. The College was incor- 
porated in 1902 by an ordinance passed by the Legislative Coun- 
cil of Ceylon and it is now managed by a Board of Directors, of whom 
the Hon’ble Mr. A. Kanagasabai b. a.. Advocate, is President. The 
immediate management of the institution is entrusted to Mr. V. 
Casippillai, Supreme Court Proctor, Jaffna, and Vice-President of 
the Board. A large and handsome new edifice erected at a cost 
of upwards of Rs. 10,000, and which, with recent extensions now 
cost about Rs. 50,000, was occupied by the College on the 28th 
of September 1895. In 1897 Mr. S. Nagalingam. Vice-President of 
the Saiva Paripalana Sabai. and Manager of the College, passed 
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away. He was the greatest patriot of his generation and held a 
unique position in the hearts of his countrymen. Another great 
loss, which the College sustained, was the death of Mr. S. T. M. 
Pasupathy Chettiar, which occurred in 1906. He was the Treas- 
urer of the **Siva Paripalana Sabai*’ and of the Board of Directors 
of the Hindu College, and was one of the original founders of the 
College aud also architect of the buildings. In November 1909, 
Mr. N.* Selvadurai B. A., Principal, severed his connection with the 
College to take up the Headmaster-ship of the Trinity College, 
Kandy. He was in charge of the institution for about 18 years. 
As the Principal* of the College, he had played a leading part in 
shaping the educational history of Jaffna. His invaluable services 
to this College, will always be gratefully remembered by his 
countrymen. He has been succeeded as Principal of this College 
by Mr. G. Shiva Rau B. A., L. T., who has had considerable ex- 
perience in teaching. There is at present attached to the Col- 
lege a small Library and a small Laboratory for teaching Physi- 
cal Science. The College Boarding House was opened on 30th 
May, 1910;- Jaffna Hindu College Calendar^ 1910. 
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Hr. J. G. CheroHm 

Mr. Joseph Gabriel Cherubim, was the son of Mr. G. P. Pon- 
niahpillai, the local agent of the B. 1. Steam Navigation, Com- 
pany He was about 19 years of age, and it is not 3 months yet 
since he was appointed to the post of Store-keeper of the Gov- 
ernment Timber and Firewood Depot. A young man of the most 
affable and unassuming character and above all a model Christian 
he had won for himself the affection and esteem of all who came 
in contact with him:— Jaffna Catholic Guardian, May 5th, 1888. 

168 

F. Mortimer 

Mr. Fredrick Mortimer was once Assistant Collector of the 
local Customs, and latterly a cocoanut planter at Palai. He mar- 
ried the eldest daughter of our Govenflnent Agent and had three 
children. He was very much loved and esteemed by all:—/. C. 
Guardian^ July 28th, 1888. 
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The Rerd. Father Patrick 0' Flanagan 

Father Flanagan was bom in the country of Limerick; Ire- 
land, in May of the year 1842. His whole family soon after left 
for Ceylon, so that he was but still a child when he first touch- 
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^ its ^orea. Not very long subsequently, his father died. Pat- 
rick^ the future missionary, attended school at the *‘Jaffna Boys* 
Seminary, now known as St. Patrick’s College, and, later on went 
to Pondicherry to complete his studies at the Colonial College 
there. Returtiing to Jaffna, he made up his mind to become an 
Oblate. Immediately after his ordination, he was placed at the 
head of the Jaffna Boys* Seminary. In 1874, he succeeded the 
late Very Revd. Father Salaun as Director of the Orphanage, and 
also, as Missionary at Colombogam. As Director of the Orphan- 
age he made many improvements. Mention might be made of 
the Industrial School, and the Training School, of the new dwell- 
ing and the beautiful new Chapel he built, changing the old 
dwelling and the old Chapel into a school and dormitory for the 
boys of the Orphanage. The good he effected as Missionary 
might \>e inferred from the love and respect his parishioners had 
for him. Thanks to his energy and devotedness as Manager of 
Schools, Catholic education has made great advances in the diocese:-^ 
/. e.Guardian, Feb. 2, 1889. 
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Sdlomon JohnpoIIe 

Mr. Solomon Johnpulle came of an old and respectable fami- 
ly. He was bom in 1836. His father, the late Philip Johnpulle 
was the proponent at Mannar under the Church Mission Society. 
He was the youngest of three children. He received his first 
lessons in English in a Government school, and then joined, the 
Chundiculy Seminary under the Revd. Mr. Johnstone. This was 
all the schooling he ever had. His real education was his own 
work, and of him, it may be most emphatically said that, he was 
a self-educated, self-made man. He early acquired a taste for 
reading, and having free access to the Church Mission library, 
he became a careful and constant reader, storing his mind with 
various knowledge and acquiring that exceptional and, for a Jaffna 
Tamil, Wonderful command of English, which in after life attrac- 
ted the attention and even extorted the admiration of his Euro- 
pean superiors and of the public at large. Among his earliest con- 
tributions to the local press was a letter to the oldest Jaffna 
Newspaper, the *‘Moming Star,” exposing the wholesale plagiarism 
of the short-lived “Literary Mirror” conducted by Mr. Crowther 
and others^ then connected with the Wesleyan Central School. 
This letter gave rise to a controversy which excited much inter- 
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eat. The editors of the "Mirror*’ supported by Proctor Ball and 
others^ denied the charge^ but young Johnpulle/ though single- 
handed reiterated the charge and published the article in the 
**Mirror” side-by-side with a passage from Herschel of which it 
was a base copying. The editors of the "Mirror** were silenced 
and young Johnpulle became favourably known as a youth of 
great promise. From this time he wrote frequently to the Co- 
lombo papers especially to the ^*Ceylon Observer**, whose veteran 
editor has truly spoken of him as "an exceptionally intelligent 
Tamil gentleman.’’ In 1862, Mr. N. G. Gould, who visited India, 
returning with a printing press, started the "Jaffna Freeman** and 
Mn Johnpulle found congenial employment in writing for it In 
fact the new venture owed its popularity and power to the facile 
and vigorous pen of Mr. Johnpulle who exposed many a local 
grievance with the greatest tact and success. He always wrote 
with telling effect when he had to deal with public ynrongs. *The 
Freeman” while yet in its infancy, found a rival in the "Ceylon 
Patriot”, started and conducted « by Mr. Katiravetpillai, the present 
Police Magistrate of Kayts. After a couple of years Mr. Kathira- 
vetpillai gave up his connection with the "Patriot”, but the "Pa- 
triot** was destined to live, and when the Free press p^sed into 
Mr. Johnpulle’s hand, he preferred the title "Ceylon jPatriot,’’ 
amalgamating it with the "Jaffna Freeman**. Mr. Johnpulle was in 
the Civil Engineer's Office, till 1866, when he was transferred to 
the Jaffna Kachcheri as Thombo-holder by Mr. Dyke. In 1867, 
or thereabouts when Registration was introduced. Mr. H. S. O. 
Russel who had succeeded Mr. Dyke, .made Mr. Johnpulle the 
:lerk to the Provincial Registrar, as well as the Registrar of the 
faffna District. Mr. Russell in common with every other Euro* 
!>ean with whom Mr. Johnpulle came in contact, soon knew his 
value and worth and appointed him Honorary Secretary of the 
Jaffna Friend-in-need Society, a post hitherto filled by leading 
Europeans alone. Mr. Russell's successor, the present Government 
Agent, probably entertained a higher opinion of Mr. Johnpulle’s 
character and abilities, and in 1875 when the Prince of Wales 
virited Ceylon, Mr. Twynam nomina|^ him chief of the deputa* 
tion that waited on His Royal Highness in Colombo and read the 
address to the august Visitor as the representative of the Tamil 
population of the Island. From 1862 to 1877 Mr. Johnpulle was a 
prominent figure in Jaffna taking a leading part in all public 
movements and filling a large space in the eyes of his country- 
men. Writing was his forte. We know of no man in Jaffna who 
wrote 80 fast or so well without a blot or a blunder in his 
manuscripts and displaying an exceptional command of a foreign 
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language and of ideas perhaps still more alien to an Oriental. 
Of his extraordinary promptitude as a writer, a characteristic ins- 
tance is furnished by a gentleman who was on the Prince of 
Wales’ Reception Committee which so fully represented the learn- 
ing and intelligence of the Northern Province. The Committee 
had to consider the draft address of His Royal Highness, but the 
address was not forth-coming and the Committee were so pressed 
for time that they could not postpone the matter for another day. 
While everyone else was fidgetting at the difficulty before him, 
Mr. Johnpulle undertook to write the address then and there and 
in less than half an hour, produced one, which was unanimously 
approved and adopted. Mr. Johnpulle died in 1889 : — The Ceylon 
Patriot, February 15th 1889, 

The present of Tamil Jewellery to the Prince of Wales, for 
Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, is the result of a 
happy inspiration and stands out distinct from all the other forms 
of loyalty which have been evinced. 

The following is the list of Jewellery:— One snake bangle set 
with rubies and diamonds ; one lion-faced bangle set with rubies 
and diamonds ; one elephant hair bangle set with pearls ; one 
bracelet composed of seven elephants ; one chain carved in roses* ; 
one neck-lace ; one cross brooch set with pearls ; one round 
cross brooch, and one round brooch, all of rose pattern ; one 
cross brooch in tortoise shell ; one butterfly brooch in tortoise 
shell ; one pair earrings in rose pattern ; one pair earrings (pu- 
lukkudu pattern) ; three bar rings ; one puzzle ring of four pieces, 
and another of seven pieces. 

These jewels (worth about 4,000 Rupees) were enclosed in a 
carved silver casket. The outer surface of the lid was engraved 
with a representation of a forest scene surrounded by a wreath 
of lotus flowers ; on the inner surface, besides the Prince of 
Wales* feathers was an inscription in gold in Tamil and English 
indicating that the jewels came from the inhabitants of the Ta- 
mil Provinces of Ceylon. There were about twelve workmen em- 
ployed, the most noted of whom was Karthikasar Supramanyar. 
Among the Native Chiefs who came from the North and who 
correspond in position to the Ratamahatmayas of the Sinhalese 
provinces were Maniagar Manikavasaka Mudaliyar and Maniagar 
Ratnasinha Mudaliyar : — Ceylon Observer, 9th Dec. 1875, 

A magniflciently bound copy of “Rousselet's India and its 
native Princes/* containing the Prince’s autograph was presented 
by His Royal Highness to Sir M. Coomaraswamy. IM. 

Contrary to all expectation and after the idea had been 
abandoned as hopeless, the Deputation from Jaffna reached Co- 
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lombo on the 8th and succeeded in presenting to His Rosral 
Highness, the Prince of Wales, the very splendid set of Jaffna 
jewellery, of which so much has been heard. The Deputation con** 
sisted of K. P. Kanagaratna Mudaliyar, Interpreter Mudallyar of 
the Jaffna Kachcheri and Treasurer of the Reception Committee ; 
Mr. S. Johnpulle Registrar of marriages, births and deaths and 
Secretary^ of the Reception Committee ; S. Manikavasaka Mudali- 
yat, Maniagar of Jaffna ; A. I. Irakunatha Mudaliyar, Maniagat 
of Valikamam West, Mr. William Paul, Surgeon F, N. S. Hospital ; 

V. Ratnasinha Mudaliyar, Mudaliyar of Mullativu ; Mr. J. Nolan, 
Secretary of the District Court of Jaffna ; Mr. N, Visuvanatha- 
pillai. Interpreter of the Minor Courts, Chavakachcheri ; Mr. S. 
Ramalingam, Mr. W. Somasundram. Mr. M, M, Cader Meydeen, 
(Moorish shop-keeper.) 

There were also the following representatives from the East- 
ern Province, viz., M. Covington Esq., Colonial Surgeon, Ezekiel 
Somanader Mudaliyar, Chief Mudaliyar of the Eastern Province, 

W. Allagakoon Mudaliyar, Shroff of the Batticaloa Kachcheri. 

The Deputation had almost despaired of meeting the Prince 
on account of the non-arrival of the jewellery from Jaffna, when 
exactly at 4 p. m. Kanagaratna Mudaliyar arrived with the 
jewellery almost direct from JaTfna, after two days’* Ci>ntinuous 
sailing. His Excellency Sir W. H. Gregory very graciously ar- 
ranged that the Deputation should avail themselves of perhaps the 
last half hour available, and having seen them all arranged in 
regular file in the spacious hall of the Queen’s House, His Ex- 
cellency made the following arrangement in regard to the pre- 
sentation of the jewellery and the address, viz., Kanagaratna Mu- 
daliyar to hold the box of jewellery, supported by the chief Mu- 
daliyar for the Eastern Province ; Mr. S. Johnpulle to read the 
address; W. Allagakoon Mudaliyar to hold the beautiful gold cas- 
ket in which the address to be presented. 

Exactly at half past four p. m. His Royal Highness appeared 
when His Excellency the Governor introduced the Deputation and 
on their behalf begged permission for the address being read and 
the jewellery being presented. Mr. Johnpulle read the address 
and putting it in the casket presented it to the Prince. Kanaga- 
ratna Mudaliyar then, came forward, and presented the box of 
jewellery for the Princess, which His Royal Highness inspected 
with apparent interest, asking questions. His Royal Highness then 
thanked the deputation for the gift and the interv iew ended 
G^/on Okrerver, 10th Dec, 1875. 
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Innasitamby Parikariar 

Mr. Innasitambyp the well-knawn native physician of Sillalai^ 
was an exemplary Catholic, sincerely devoted to the Church, high- 
ly useful to his country, widely esteemed and respected as a 
gentleman and of great repute as a medical man:—/, C Guardian^ 
23 - 2 - 89 . 
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Two new Priests honotired 

The relations and friends of the Rev. Father D. J. Chrysostoni wait- 
ed on him at St. Martin's Ecclesiastical Seminary to offer him their 
congratulations on his elevation to the priesthood. To mark the happy 
event by some tangible tokens of affection and regard, they presented 
him with a chalice and Mass Book. The chalice was the gift of Mr, 

B. Deogupillai, the father of the new priest and the Mass Book an 
equally estimable present from the Catholics of Trincomalee :-/, 

C, Guardian, March 23rd, 1889. 

The Rev. Father A. L. Poologasingam paid his first visit as 
priest to his native place Ilavalai, where he was received in a 
beautiful pandal put up close by the church of our Lady of 
Dolours — The friends and relatives of the Rev. Father presented 
an address with a Missal, chalice, a set of breviaries and vest- 
ments :—Ibid. 
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WiOiam Nevins 

The death of Mr. W. Nevins, a gentleman greatly admired 
as a scholar and particularly as a mathematician, took place on 
Monday night last the 18th instant , He was well versed in Tamil 
and Sanskrit and leaves behind him several works to tell the 
mastery he possessed of the former language. He counted pupils 
in India and Ceylon by the thousand. His demise coming so soon 
after his Jubilee as a teacher, which was celebrated with much 
pomp a few months back, has caused deep regret wherever he 
was known:— /iftid. 

Nevins is a leading and respected educationalist, noted for 
his tenacious memory and* his solid knowledge. From the Batti- 
cotta Seminary, he transferred his services to the Wesleyan Cen- 
tral School, Jaffna, of which he continued the Headmaster almost 
to the close of his life. He was the author of an English-Tamil 
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Dictionary, now out of print, . but valuable^ in view of hia dever 
original definitions of modem scientific terms. His son Mr. 
Seivaduraipillai, B. A., is the Principal of the Hindu College at 
Vannarponnai. In his preface to his popular Tamil-English Dic- 
tionary, Mr. Miron Winslow, originally of the Jaffna and latterly 
of the Madras American Mission, makes mention of Carroll and 
Nevins, in acknowledging the assistance he received from native 
scholars in the compilation of his work :— Life and Times of 
Mr. C. W. Kaihiraveipillau 

Mr. Samuel Nevins, the eldest son of Mr. William Nevins, 
was one of the Jaffnese who had distinguished themselves in 
India. He was a Vakil of the Madras High Court and was con- 
nected with the Madras University, as an examiner of candidates 
for the B. A. Examination. He married Susan, the second daughti^ 
of the late Mr. VanVicton (Santiagopillai), originally employed at 
the Jaffna Customs and latterly as Kanakapillai under Mr. 
Dunlop, the pioneer of cocoanut cultivation in Jaffna. 

174 

Anilampalam> Proctor 

Mr. Proctor Arulampalam was a distinguished scion of one of 
the best aristocratic families of Jaffna. Bom in 1850, an heir to 
the wealth, influence and antiquity of the great Ampalavanar 
family, he was left fathcf^less at the eighth year of his age, and 
grew up under the care of his uncle, the late Mr. Ampalavanar 
of the Ceylon Civil Service, who had him taught at the Presidency Col- 
lege, Madras. He married in May 1880 and leaves behind an 
infant son of five of years of age, his young widow, aged.mother, two 
sisters and his two brothers— Messrs Mailvaganam and Elaya- 
tamby of Copay:—/, C Guardian, 11*5S9. 
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The Catholic Press of Jaffna 
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The Jaffna Catholic Guardian 

This paper was started as an Anglo-Tamil fortnightly in 
1876. It was issued weekly from 1876 to 1893. In 1894 the paper 
was published in two separate sheets, the one in English appear- 
ing once a week, and the other in Tamil oirce in two weeks. A 
further enlargement of the paper took place in the beginning 
of 1896:-P. A/, 
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Tbe Hhido Organ 

The Hindu Organ was founded in September 1889 by the 
Siva Paripalana Sabai and is still its property. Mr. T. Chellappa- 
pillai, who was not only a great jurist but also a renowned 
Mathematician and eminent English, Sanscrit and Tamil Scholar, 
undertook to edit the English pages of the fortnightly Anglo- 
Tamil paper, as a laboui^ of love^ without pay; and Mr. T. Kailasa- 
pillai, nephew of Srila Sri Arumuga Navalar, became unpaid Man- 
ager of the **Hindu Organ’' and its Tamil Editor. 

Mr. Chellappahpillai, owing to failing health, relinquished his 
connection with the paper in the beginning of 1891, although he 
retained the presidentship of the Saiva Paripalana Sabai till his 
death, which occurred in May 1902. At the instance of the late 
Mr. Advocate S. Nagalingam, who took special interest in ensuring 
the continued existence of the Hindu Organ, Mr. A. Cathiravelu, 
Proctor, and now an unofficial member of the Jaffna Local Board 
since its establishment and Mr, A. Sabapathy, the present Editorg 
joined the staff as unpaid joint Editors. 
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Among those who founded the **Hindu Organ** and cordially 
co-operated in establishing it on a firm and successful footing* 
special mention should be made of Mr. V. Casippillai* the present 
Crown Proctor of Jaffna and Secretary of the Saiva Paripalana 
Sabai and of the late Mr. S. T. M. Pasupathy Chettiar, Treas- 
urer of the Sabai. 

Mr* A. Cathiravelu took a very prominent and leading part 
as joint Editor from the early part of 1891 to July 1892, when 
Mr. A. Sabapathy became sole Editor. In fact he contributed dur- 
ing this period of joint Editorship more articles to its columns 
than Mr. Sabapathy. Though Mr. Cathiravelu ceased to be joint 
Editor between July 1892 to July 1899, yet he very readily acted 
as Editor more than once during the absence of Mr. Sabdpathy 
from Jaffna and did not lose his interest in the “Hindu Organ*'. 
The “Hindu Organ** and the Hindu Community are, under a very 
deep debt of gratitude to Mr. Cathiravelu for coming to the res- 
cue of the paper soon after the death of Mr. Chellappahpillai and 
editing it with great public spirit, conspicuous ability and at con- 
siderable self-sacrifice, for long periods. In fact, his articles were 
characterised by breadth of view, vastness of informations and 
soundness of judgment, sustaining the reputation of the paper as 
a useful and impartial organ of the public. 

Mr. T* Kailasapillai continued to be Manager and Tamil 
Editor till 25th November, 1896, 

Mr. P. Kartigesapillai succeeded Mr. Kailasapillai as Manager 
3nd Tamil Editor on a nominal salary. He was, however, relieved 
of his duties as Manager on 1st June 1903 by Mr. S. Kandiah- 
pillai. The gradual improvement of the ''Hindu Organ/* and its 
continued success in the realm of journalism, have been chiefiy 
due to the indefatigable labours, organising capacity, business 
habits and technical skill of Mr. 3. Kandiahpillai, the present 
Manager. 

Mr. A. Sabapathy has been now connected with the “Hindu 
Organ'* either as joint Editor or Sole-Editor for the last 24 years. 
The Editor of the Hindu organ halK been now, for the last three 
years, very ably and efficiently assisted by Mr. S. Sivagurunathan, 
the assistant Editor, who makes the work of the Editor light. 
He has been a valued contributor to the columns of this paper 
from its early days. 

The Hindu Organ was started on the 11th September 1889 as 
a fortnightly Anglo-Tamil Newspaper, converted into an English 
weekly on 5th July 1899 with a separate fortnighUy Tamil edition, 
enlarged in size and form on 11th July 1906, and published by- 
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weekly from 10th July 1913 wiUi the weekly Tamil edition:— TIr# 
Hindu Organ Silver Jubilee Number^ 
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Anthonipillai Ra)akariar 

Mr. Anthonipillai was a gentleman of position in Jaffna and 
widely known as a tobacco merchant. He was the second son 
of Saverimuttu Mudaliyar of Mantotte and brother of Mr. S. 
Manuelpillai Rajakariar :— /• Guardian^ July 26, 1890. 

Mr. A, B. Rajakariar, the present Udaiyar of Jaffna Town 
is the eldest son of Mr. Anthonipillai Rajakariar. He has been 
Udaiyar for the last 18 years. Alert and painstaking in the dis- 
charge of his duties, he is held in great esteem by the people. 
The late Maniagar of Jaffna, Thampapillai Adigar, wrote of him: — 
**Mr, Rajakariar has always maintained a high character for effi- 
ciency and uprightness. In point of intelligence and general know- 
ledge, he is superior to the other Udaiyars of the district His 
reports are always written in English, and he attends to his 
work very promptly and regularly. He is well qualified to do the 
duties of “Chief Headman’*. Mr. V. Muttukumaru Mudaliyar, the 
present Maniagar of Jaffna says:—* “Mr. Rajakariar has discharged 
his duties to my entire satisfaction. In my opinion he is well 
qualified to do the duties of a Chief Headman.” 
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Sandiasagra Hudlr. NichoIaspilUi Mudlr. 

Nicholaspillai Mudlr. was well nigh ninety years old when hev 
died. He was one of five brothers, the most notable among the 
others being the late lamented Chevalier Saverimuttu Modlr. and 
counted among his children a Minister of the Altar, the Revd. 
Fr, X. N. Sandrasagra, and Mr. J. N. Sandrasagra, the Superin- 
tendent of Minor Roads. He served Government fora long time 
as Shrcff Mudlrp and Superintendent of Customs Jaffna, the latter, 
an office now extinct. Endowed with a heart that knew no guile, 
he was beloved and respected by all, for his simple, unostentati- 
ous manner. The Church of St James’ at Klaly bears undying 
testimony to his devotion and liberality. Nicholaspillai Mudlr. had 
enjoyed excellent health up to almost the very brink of the 
grave. He had a great dislike for conveyances of ail sorts, and 
a sight really touching it was to see him even so late in life 
as a couple of years back or so, go vrith tottering steps and 
leaning on some faithful arm: — J. C* Guardian, August 23rd 1890, 

32 
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Ponniabpillai Qieiitbim 

Mr. Ponniahpillai was for several years employed in Southern 
India as a Railway contractor and an engineer. During the past 
few years he held the post of Agent of the B. I. S.N. Company 
in Jaffna. In this capacity he gave the ship-owners every satis- 
faction and enjoyed a perfect confidence of the traders. It is 
chiefly to his initiative that the '^Catholic Guardian” owes its 
origin. Although His Grace Dr. Bonjean, then Vicar Apostolic of 
Jaffna, had long entertained the idea of starting a journal, for 
the defence of the rights of the Holy Church, and the eternal 
principles of truth and justice, it was Mr. Ponniahpillai, who in- 
duced him to let it see the light of the day at the time it did. 
/. C. Guardian, October 25 tk 1890, 

Mr. Ponniahpillai ’s eldest daughter, Anne, is married to Mr. A. 
D. Saverimuttu, a trusted officer of the firm of Walker Sons & 
Co. Ltd. 
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Palmytah Rbre Indtistry 

Mr. Percy V. Appleby is at present in Jaffna, representing 
a Colombo Firm of manufacturers and trying to introduce the 
manufacture of a new product from the palmyrah palm. The 
part of the tree to which he wants to give a new use is the 
stalks covering the trunk of the palmyrah, which here-to-fore used 
to be dried and sold only as fuel. Mr. Appleby was busy during 
the week explaining to visitors at Queen's House, Fort, how the 
stalks are to be beaten and what prices, would be offered for the 
black and white fibres contained in them. The process is ex- 
tremely simple and presents none of the hardship and unpleasant- 
ness of beating out cocoanut fibre:—/. C. Guardian, Jan, 24th 1891* 
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Xr. KathiraTCtpillai's FeQow-teaclftrs 

Among Mr. W. Kathiravetpillai’s colleagues and fellow-teachers 
in the Wesleyan School were Nicholas Saverimuttu and Jonathan 
Crowther, who belonged to the promising band of students train- 
ed by Mr. Percival, of whom the most distinguished were Henry 
Francis Muttukistna, Barristervat-law, and Mozgan Covington, 
Medical Officer of Batticaloa, whose higher education at Calcutta 
was generously undertaken by Sir Anthony Oliphant, Chief Jus- 
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whose attention they had attracted on the occasion of his 
visit to their institution. With Saverimuttu Mr. Kathiravetpillai, 
formed an acquaintance, which, in after years, ripened into inti- 
macy. Savirimuttu and Crowther, following in the wake of Mr. 
Kathiravetpillai, aspired to the profession of Law. Saverimuttu gave 
up his law studies owing to feeble health and eventually passed 
and practised as a Notary. Crowther was latterly well-known as 
the Crown Proctor and Notary of Batticaloa and as a leader and 
representative of the Native Community at the Eastern Capital 
The Life of C. W, Kathiravetpillai. 
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Jobn Toffssaint 

adosonai^th ^jSiuuuiLt^ 

miredjy Qivstu. 

jgiQfaSemfi ^meQeeBrpfiiistlQifiaou} an&i^Qsehjuemir. jyw04i 
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Hagdalene Bastiampillai 

Magdalene Bastiampillai was the second daughter of the late 
Sandrasagra Mudlr. Saverimuttu Mudlr., Knight of the Order of St. 
Gregory the Great About a fortnight ago, she caught a malig- 
nant fever, which carried her off in spite of the best medical 
assistance obtainable. Since the death of her lamented father in 
1882, the deceased lady in conjunction with her sister. Miss Mary 
Saverimuttu, had continued to provide every year to theni May De- 
votions in the Cathedral, by having its walls and roofs tastefully 
decorated and the altar of our Lady decked with nice flowers 
chiefly artificial and made by her own hand:—/. C. Guardian^ 
March 26th, 1892. 
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AicUtisiiop Boniean 

It is with deep regret that we have to announce the death 
of the head of the Roman Catholic Church in Ceylon, Archbishop 
Bonjean. On the new division of Vicariates by ITis Holiness 
the Pope^ he was appointed Bishop of Colombo and as such by 
his anH admonition infused in the clergy under his diocese, 

an amount of zeal and self-denial which earned for them the 
^ m ira ti on of all men. Among the monuments of his zealous 
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efforts in the cause of education stand the Jaffna College and 
Seminary, and St Benedict’s Ecclesiastical Seminary. He was 
also instrumental in getting out the Franciscan Sisters for the 
Civil Hospital and also established the Convent at Moratuwa and 
the Home for the aged. Of broad views as a church dignitary, 
which created friends for him amongst members of other religious 
denominations^ of an unassuming disposition which secured for 
him the respect of all with whom he came in contact, given up 
largely to charity which extended to all irrespective of race or 
colour, the Archbishop of Colombo has departed this life univer- 
sally regretted and deservedly respected. By the death of His 
Grace, the Roman Catholic denomination have sustained a very 
great loss, as in him they had always found a warm-hearted 
fnend and a faithful, though at times stem adviser. His place 
in their affections and hearts will not be refilled, and his memory 
will be cherished with great devotion and affection for a long time. 
On the above subject a Buddhist writes as follows:—*! am grieved 
to hear the death of His Grace. In him Ceylon loses a clever 
man and a true friend of education. His manly qualities, his 
valiant defence of the helpless in all matters, coupled with his 
great love to the Sinhalese as a nation, made many others than 
Roman Catholics to respect, admire and love him. Truly Ceylon 
weeps for the loss of a good man**. In taking our leave of the 
sad subject which has occupied the attention of the public for 
the last three or four days, we can only reiterate our sym- 
pathy with the Roman Catholic community in the irreparable loss 
they have sustained and our admiration and profound respect for 
the deceased prelate who by a life of zeal and devotion in his 
Master’s cause and unostentatious charity had endeared himself 
not only to the members of his flock, but also to all classes of 
the community:— TAe Times of Ceylon. 

186 

R^* W. W. 

The Revd. Mr. W. W. Howland was the oldest member of 
the American Mission. He was 75 years old, over 40 of which 
he spent in Jaffna chiefly in connection with the Female Boarding 
School at Uduvil. He was the oldest Protestant Missionary in 
Jaffna and was much respected;—/. C. Guardian Sept. 3rd, 1892. 

187 

Dr. Chapfloan 

Dr. Chapman was a favourite student of Dr. Green and a 
very successful Medical Practitioner. He was associated with Dr. 
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Green in the translation of English Medical Books into Tamil and 
among the works which he translated are the treatises on Ana- 
tomy, Physiology and Indian Pharmacopoeia and Chemistry. When 
Dr. Green left Jaffna for good. Dr. Chapman was appointed his 
successor at the Manipay Dispensary and Medical class— an ap- 
pointment which he held till his death:—/. C. Guardian^ Sept. 24, 1892. 

188 

A. Paid Htidaliyar 

A. Paul Mudaliyar was the Chief Mudaliyar of the Jaffna 
Kachcheri and as such the Chief Headman of the Northern Pro- 
vince. He belonged to a family well and widely known and 
respected. He entered the service of Government as a Postmaster 
in 1862. Ten years later he was transferred to the Jaffna Kach- 
cheri. He was gentle and unobtrusive by nature. In public as 
well as in private life he maintained a high character as a thoroughly 
good man:—/. C. Guardian, Jan. 21, 1893. 

189 

L. Gasparpillai ModaByar 

Mr. Gasparpillai Mudaliyar was Adigar of Mannar and died 
on 16th January 1893. He possessed one great virtue as a Head- 
man. He did not care to make, much less to save, money 
after the fashion of Headmen generally. Towards the poor 
he was always liberal. He was an honest Headman and an 
exemplary Catholic. Mr. Gasparpillai is a nephew of the late 
Rev. Father Xavier, a step brother of Mr. Lopez Manuel, Sub- 
Inspector of schools, and a son in-law of the late Mr. Patchigo, 
Adigar, J. P. and Mudaliyar of the Governor’s Gate:—/. C. Guar-- 
dian, Jan. 28, 1893. 

190 

B. Deogtq)lllai 

Mr. B. Deogupillai, Translator of the District court of Jaffna, 
was the father of Mr. D. Philips, Catholic Mission Inspector of 
schools and of the Revd. Fr. John Chrysostom, O. M. L 

The ancestral connections of Mr. Bastiampillai Deogupillai 
were very respectable. One of his ancestors, Don Deogu Muda- 
liyar who was a Respadore under the Dutch Government, is still 
remembered as the donor of some lands for tht church of St. 
Mary’s and as the patron at whose instance the eminent Catholic poet 
of Tellipalai, Don Philip, composed the Gnananantha Puranam. An- 
other of Mr. Deogupillai’s ancestors was Mr. Gabrielpillai who 
willed away some of his paddy fields to St. Mary’s Church. 
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The deceased had the inestimable advantage of being brought 
up by a pious mother who, playing an important part in the 
administration of domestic medicines^ made her influence for good 
as an earnest and zealous Catholic deq;>ly felt in domestic circles. 

Mr. Deogupillai got the appointment of an assistant master 
in the Government English School opened in Jaffna by the 
late Mr. Dyke. After some years the Government school was dosed, 
in view of the efforts put forth by the Protestant Missionary 
bodies in the matter of education; and Mr. Deogupillai elected to 
practise as a Sworn Translator. In this capacity he was connected 
with the Jaffna Courts during the latter half of his life* 
there is hardly a case>book, some portion of which is not in 
his hand-writing The atmosphere of the Courts is certainly very 
unfavourable to morality and honesty, but he earned a wide re- 
putation as a strictly consdentious, perfectly trust>worthy and 
uniformly steady worker,— a reputation which he has well main- 
tained to the last:—/. C. Guardtan, August, 12, 1893^ 

191 

C. Aranasalam 

Mr. C. Arunasalam was sub-collector of the Kankesanturai 
Customs. He was a wdl-known and respected member of the 
Hindu community and an old and faithful servant of Govern- 
ment Ibid. 

192 

Htfdaliyar 

Mr. Seemampillai Mudaliyar, Adigar of Musali Nanaddan 
commenced life as an overseer, about twenty years ago and his 
career has been a remarkable one. From the rank of an over- 
seer he rose to the position of Adigar of the most important di- 
vision of the Mannar District He enjoyed the confidence of Mr. 
Twynam as well as of the immediate superiors under whom he 
had to serve. In addition to his ordinary duties he was chaiged 
during the last fifteen years with the supervision of the arrange- 
ments connected with the Peari Fishery. Kind, genial and willing 
to make himself useful to others, he the most popular Head- 
man of the Mannar District.^- C. Guardian, Sept 16, 1893, 

193 

FtedrickJcAnpoIle 

Mr. Fredrick Johnpulle* one of Uie oldest and leading mem- 
bers of our community, came of an ancient and req>ectable fami- 

He was bom on the 10th of December 1828. Hia father, 
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Philip Johnpulle, was the Proponent at Mannar under the Goy- 
emment. Mr. Johnpulle received his education in the Church 
Mission School at Nallur and at the completion of his studies went 
over to the Church Mission Institution at Cotta, then under the 
management of the Revd. Dr. Bailey, the father of the present 
Government Agent of the Southern Province. There he le^nt for 
sometime and on his return to Jaffna, received an appointment 
in the Chundiculy Seminary as a teacher, where he soon esta- 
blished a high character for efficiency and thoroughness. He made 
application to Mr. Dyke for a post under Government. The Reyd. 
Mr. Johnstone backed him up and he was successful in getting 
the Shroffship of the Kankesanturai Customs. From Kankesan- 
turai, he went over to Point Pedro as Shroff of the Customs. Here 
he remained till 1877, when he was transferred to Trincomalee^ 
where he was entrusted with the office of Chief-clerk and Land* 
ing Waiter of the Customs. Here he continued to work till 1890, 
a period of 13 years maintaining his high character for efficien* 
cy and honesty. In July 1890 he sent in his papers for retire- 
ment Almost all the superiors under whom Mr. Johnpulle work- 
ed, especially Messrs Reid and Pennyquick, have formed a high 
opinion of his character and qualifications C. Guardian, 

194 

Nathan Strong 

Mr. Nathan Strong Alka Ambalavanar Chittempalam, esta- 
blished himself in conjunction first with Mr. Ripley and then 
with the late Mr. R. Asbury as Printer at Manepay. Mr, Strong 
was one of the first among the Jaffnese to take to printing 
business. Mr. L. F. Leisching of the Ceylon Civil Service whcy« 
brief account of Ceylon was printed in 1861 by Strong and Rii>- 
ley, Jaffna, says, in the preface to his book;— *lt will not perhaps 
diminish any feeling of interest which may be ^cited by it to 
add that it has been printed and bound by natives of Jaffna, 
who for some years past, have had in their own hands, the press 
and binding establishment which formerly belonged to the Ameri- 
can Mission and who carry on their business independently of 
foreign aid”:—/. C. Guardian, Feb, 24th 1894, 

195 

Haraiut Varithambr 

This gentleman owned extensive property at Chay^achch^ 
and adjoining villages. As Udaiyar he weilded 
was noted for his munificence and hospitality. Mr. T. 
pillal, Ptoctor. is one of his grandsons :-a N. P. 
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An Anecdote of Hr. Dyke 

A good story and a true one is told of the late Mr* Dyk^ 
who in his passage through the Vanni came up to the ideal of 
an Eastern potentate in the pomp and circumstance of his re- 
tinue, consisting of horses and bullocks and carts and palanquins 
and tents and luggage and cartels and coolies and cooks and 
butlers and torches and messengers and waiters, et hoc genus omne. 
With all this imposing paraphemalja of Asiatic regality, Mr. Dyke, 
the facile princeps of our Northern Rajahs, in one of his official 
tours through his extensive Province, encamped at Mantotte, then 
in the heyday of its prosperity, flowing as it did in fact and not 
in fiction, with milk and honey, as Canaan of old. The chief 
Headman of the district entertained the Rajah in right royal style. 
Of the various provisions sent to the encampment with munifici- 
ent hospitality, the milk supplied was the most remarkable, be- 
ing excellent in quality and so super-abundant in quantity as 
greatly to exceed the greed of the Government Agent’s numer- 
ous retinue, to whom it was never before given to drink so 
plentifully, without let or hindrance, of the most nourishing fluid 
food. Mr. Dyke surprised to a degree, and staring as he never 
had done, in vulgar wonderment, asked the Headman whence came 
that truly amazing supply of milk. The Headman making the most 
of his opportunity to create a profound impression as to his im- 
mense wealth in cattle, told the Rajah, what amazed the Rajah 
the more, that if he would lay down a pipe all the way to Jaff- 
na, he might expect an unfailing supply of, as much or even 
more, milk to flow daily, without any cost or difficulty, in time 
for his morning coffee, from the Mantotte Dairy to the Jaffna 
Residency:*—/. C Guardian, Uiarch 3rd 1894. 

197 

Tbe Guardian Libel Case 

This case in which the defendants, Revd. Father L. Mauroit, 
Proprietor, and Mr. C. Andrew printer and publisher, of the Jaffna 
Catholic Guardian, were charged with orinting and publishing li- 
belous articles in that paper against Mr. Arunasalam Sapapathy, 
Editor of the Hindu Organ, came on for trial before the Supreme 
Court at Jaffna, on the 26th of February 1895, the Hon. G. H. 
Withers^ acting Senior Puisne Justice, presiding. The prosecution 
was conducted by Mr. Dias* the Crown Counsel, assisted by Advo- 
cates . Allagakoen, Nagalingam, Kanagasabai and Muttiah and Proc- 
tors Mylvaganam and Tambiah. Mr. Advocate Domhorst appeared 
for the defence, being assisted Advocates Sampayo, Fernando, 
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Senathirajah and Vanniasinham and Proctors Nicholas, Johnpulle, 
Strantenburg and Santiagopillai. His address to the Jury was a 
masterpiece of forensic oratory, combining sound reasoning with 
satirical pleasantry. The defendants were not put into the dock 
but were allowed to sit at the Bar through the courtesy 
of the presiding Judge. The trial was one of sustained interest 
from first to last and the prevalent feeling was one of anxious 
suspense, till the Jury brought in a verdict of “Not guilty”:— 
/. C. Guardian, 23rd, Ma%ch 1895. 

198 

Chdliapillai B. A., B. L 

This gentleman was a native of Jaffna and practised his 
profession as a Lawyer at Cudappa. He was at the time of his 
death Chairman of the Municipality of that town. He was 
married to a niece of Mr. Proctor Carpenter of Uduvil. His 
death was the result of an accident caused by a fall from his 
horse while riding.:— HindM Organ, Aug. 21st, 1895. 

199 

Jubilee of Sir W. C. Twynam 

Mr. (now Sir) William Twynam first entered the service in 
May 1845, In October 1848 he was appointed Assistant Govern- 
ment Agent of Jaffna and in September 1869 became Govern- 
ment Agent of this Province. His official Jubilee, therefore, has 
come after he had been Government Agent of this Province for 
over a quarter of a century. This event is a uifique one in the 
history of this colony. No other Civilian, since the British con- 
quest of the Island has been spared by Providence to celebrate 
his official Jubilee:— Hindfc Organ, November 13th, 1895. 

Mr. Twynam was Knighted in 1896. 

200 

The Jaffna Commercial CorporaUon 

On the 17th April 1896 at 430 p. m. v^s held at the office 
of the Ceylon Steamship Co. Jaffna, a meeting in connection with 
a proposed joint stock company to be started in Jaffna. A sub- 
committee was appointed to draft regulations of the company and 
15 gentleman were appointed as the first Directors. Their names 
are as follows:— Messrs M. Geddes, Alex. Toussaint, A. Kanagasabai, 
S. Nagalingam, Wm. Mather, G. W. Toussaint, M. B. Swampillai, 
S. Manuelpillai, R. M. Veluppillai Mudaliyar, Cumaravelupillai, V 

83 
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Casippillai, S. Venasithamby, S. Naganather, Baaananandu and 
Muttusamipillai of Puttoor. Mr. Alex. Tpussaint has been appoin- 
ted Treasurer and Mr. Proctor S. T. Arnold, Secretary. The 
capital of the company will be Rs. 100,000— "divided into 1000 
shares of Rs. 100—” each. About 300 shares have been 
booked. The objects of the company are to carry on trading and 
general banking business:— Organ, April 22, 1896, 

201 

J. B. Satlwpathy, Barrister 

Mr, Sathupathy was the eldest son of Sathupathy Soosaipillai, 
the wealthy merchant of Jaffna. Proceeding to Colombo, he took to 
the study of Law ; but a European friend advising him to go to 
England, he acted upon his advice and joined 8t. Catherine's Col- 
lege, Cambridge, in order to perfect his general knowledge, after 
which he kept terms at the Middle Temple and was duly called to 
the English Bar. He returned in 1887 as the . First Jaffna Catho- 
lic Barrister. Mr. Sathupathy married a niece of Mr. Advocate 
Christopher Brito. He removed in 1889 to Puttalam, where he was 
in active practice. He was called upon to fill the post of Acting 
District Judge and Police Magistrate, the duties of which he dis- 
charged with credit to himself and satisfaction to the public:—/. 
C. Guardian. 

202 

Poobsasingha Hodaliyar 

Q^aiaSluum(p€nuja(»a/r.i^ glota, mm 

spaSIsL 

203 

Hr. Brown SinimUmby 

Mr. Brown Sinnatamby, the Father of the Jaffna Bar, was the 
father of the late Mr. Advocate Nagalingam and the elder brother 
of Mr. Eliatamby, for many years the^Head clerk of the Jaffna 
Kachcheri:— /6id. 

20* 

J. L Sattnkalsingbe 

Mr. John Edward Sattrukalsinghe was the second son of the 
late Manuelpillal Sattrukalsinghe Mudaliyar, brother of the more 
widely known Aseervatham Mudaliyar of the Jaffna Kachcheri. 
The patrimony of the deceased placed him above want and his 



259 


knowledge of medicine coupled with his genial disposition made 
him popular. Bom and brought up a Protestant, he embraced the 
Catholic faith in 1896, when he was formally received into the 
Church at Madu while on pilgrimage. Edward Sattrukulasinghe mar* 
ried Mary Elizabeth, the eldest daughter of Proctor G. S. Puvi- 
rajasinghe and had two children, a son and a daughter. The son is E* 
R. T. Sattukalsinghe, who is employed as a clerk in the Excise 
Department:—/* C. Guardian, Aug. 18 , 1898. 

205 

Tamil Shortband 

We heartily welcome the publication, of a system of shorthand 
for the Tamil language, invented by the Rev. Father, P. Dunne, 
O. M. I., Principal of St. Patrick’s College. The system is present- 
ed within the short compass of 16 pages and recommends itself 
by its conciseness as well as clearness. Explanations are given, 
both in English and Tamil on one page followed by illustrations 
on the next, thus enabling the reader at a glance, to comprehend 
the signs employed;—/. C. Guardian. 

206 

The HcLeod Hospital 

The McLeod Hospital at Inuvil, Jaffna, was opened on Satur- 
day last, the Rev. Mr. Trimmer of the Weslyan Mission pre- 
siding and Miss Howland declaring the building open. Mr. Proctor 
Changarapillai read a paper giving some account of the new 
Hospital, which is due to the collections made by the Misses 
Leitch, two American ladies who spent seven years in Ceylon:— 
/. C. Guardian, October 1, 1898. 

207 

Francis Ashoty 1860—1898 

Francis Asbury was bom in January 1810 at Chandilipay. 
He received his education in the famous Batticotta Seminary 
during the time of Dr. Poor. He was sent as a teacher, by the 
native Evangelical Society, to Valvetty, where Mr. Wyman Kathira- 
vatpillai (afterwards Police Magistrate) was one of his first stu- 
dents. In 1834 when permission was granted by the Madras 
Governor, Dr. Spaulding with 'three Missionaries and three Tamils 
including Mr. Asbury went to Madura to commence the work of 
evangelization. Mr. Asbury remained there, for about 25 years. 
In 1859 he returned to Jaffna i—The Church of Christ in Ceyion. 
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W. n. S. Twynam 

Mr. William Moir Sommerfield Tw 3 mam, was the eldest son 
of Sir William Twynam. While in his estate at Pachchillapalli, 
the malarial fever of which he complained, took a sudden and 
serious turn and he was removed in a semi-eomatose state to 
his residence in Jaffna where he escpired;— y. C Guardtant 
Dec, 3, 1898, 

209 

G. N. Povirajasinghe 

Mr. Nicholas Puvirajasinghe was a very popular and promi- 
sing young man employed as second clerk of the Mannar Kach- 
cheri. He was the eldest son of the late Mr. Gabriel Puviraja- 
singhe, Proctor of Jaffna, and the|son-in-law of Mr. Joseph Manuel, 
Udaiyar of Mannar West:—/. C. Guardian^ February 11, 1899, 

210 

Dr. A. C. Evarts 

Dr. Alfred C. Evarts is the youngest son of the late Dr. J. Evarts, 
originally Resident Surgeon of the Jaffna F. N. S. Hospital under 
the late Mr. Dyke, and the brother of a more brilliant and 
talented scholar, the late Dr. J. C. T. Evarts, who while in Cal- 
cutta, won the gold medal awarded by His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Edinburgh for obtaining double honours in Surgery, and 
whose career in Colombo as a rising Surgeon working his way 
manfully up to eminence and command like Drs. Koch and Rock- 
wood, was abruptly terminated by a fatal accident in the practice 
of the art in which he excelled. Dr. A% C. Evarts, devoted him- 
self so zealously and successfully to his duties as to secure the 
good will and approbation of his superiors^ Drs. Keyt, Attygalle, 
Dias and Thornhill. He is a son in-law of Mr. 8. Pedrupillai, 
one of our popular and well-known townsmen:—/. C. Guardian, 
April 29, 1899. ^ 

211 

The Jaffna Qock Tower 

The Jaffna Clock Tower commemorates the visit in 1875 of 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales to Ceylon and perhaps 
also Sir James Longden’s administration of the Island from 1877 
to 1884. The tower was designed by Mr. Smither. the Govern- 
ment architect. The cost was met partly by the balance of the 
Jaffna Prince of Wales’ Reception Fund amounting to Rs. 6000— 



261 


and partly by further local contributions amounting to Rs. 4000— 
The clock was the gift of the late Sir James Longden;— /. C. 
Guardian, Nmr. 26, 1892. 


212 

Sffppramania Hndr. Philippnpilbi 

Mr. Philippupillai was a brother of Mr. S. Deogupillai, Udaiyar 
of Jaffna. His father Suppramania Mudaliyar popularly known 
in Jaffna as Arachy Muttar was the Udaiyar of Jaffna and was 
subsequently appointed Maniagar of Jaffna. Mr. Philippupillai 
went to Mannar in 1855 where he married the daughter of the 
late Gasparpillai Philippupillai. He entered Government service 
as native writer of the Kachcheri there in 1858. He was appoin- 
ted Police Assessment clerk in 1864 and Registration clerk in 
1877. He was promoted to an Adigarship in 1884:—/. C. Guardian, 
April 14, 1894. 


213 

T!ie Centenary of St* nary's Cathedral 

The 25th of December 1894 will be a red letter day in the 
annals of Jaffna. That day witnessed a triumph of unity and 
fervour and zeal by the Catholics of Jaffna, who vied with each 
other in celebrating the first centenary of the dedication of their 
Cathedral. The evening devotions in the church on the 25th 
instant began at 3 o’clock. The Very Revd. Fr. Mauroit, as cele- 
brant, blessed the new Gold Crown specially made to commemor- 
ate the occasion and placed it on the statue of our Lady of As- 
sumption. It is fairly worth about Rs. 1000. The sketch of the 
history of the Cathedral during the past hundred years compiled 
by Mr. John H. Martyn from the Chronological Notes by the 
late lamented Dr. Bonjean and from old documents was read by 
him in the Cathedral. After Vespers the procession which then 
started was of a truth, the largest and grandest ever witnessed 
in Jaffna :— /. C. Guardian, December, 29, 1894. 

214 

]. L Pierls 

Mr. J. I. Pieris of Tuticorin had established himself as a 
merchant of our town during the last fourteen years. In him 
we lose one who, by his intelligence^ his social and agreeable 
qualities, his skilful and successful dealings as a merchant and 
above all, by his exemplary life as a Catholic, had made himself 
a personal friend. He was indeed so well-knowo to high and 
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low, rich and poor, that not to have known him would have in 
fact argued oneself unknown, and the good-will and popularity 
which he enjoyed have been evidenced by the general sympathy, 
which his unexpected death has evoked. His faith and his zeal 
as a Catholic were put to proof whenever the conversation turned 
upon religious doctrine or practice; he was always equal to the 
occasion and he silenced his non-Catholic adversaries by the force 
and acuteness of his reasoning. In the devotions in our churches 
he took a prominent pait and his familiar form and penetrating 
voice will now be much missed on occasions of great festivals. 
He belonged to a leading family of Tuticorin Catholics:—/. C. 
Guardian, May 20, 1899, 


215 

Hiss Hary Saverimatto 

By the very sad and quite unexpected death of this well-known 
and highly respected native lady, a prominent figure has been removed 
from the Catholic circles which she had long adorned by her intellig- 
ence and guided by her personal indnence. Miss Mary Saverimuttu was 
the eldest daughter of the late Chevalier Saverimuttu Mudaliyar, who 
as Chief Mudaliyar of the Jaffna Kachcheri and Chief Headman 
of the Northern Province, was long regarded as a fitting sample 
and representative of the Tamils. She received an excellent Catho- 
lic training under the late Mrs. O. Flanagan and her father 
spared nothing to give her a good English education, so much 
so that, in after life she came to be acknowledged as the most 
educated, refined and accomplished lady of our town. She was 
Catholic to the backbone from first to last, playing her part as 
an exemplary Christian, always loyal to the Church and to the 
clergy with whom she heartily co-operated in every good work, 
and always generous in her expenditure for religious and chari- 
table purposes. Since her father’s death in 1882, she carried on 
the celebration of the Month of May and it must be said to her 
infinite credit that the celebration, year after year, during the 
last 17 years, lost none of the splendqpr and grandeur it had at- 
tained under her father. Following in his footsteps, she also took 
a great interest in the annual representation of the Passion 
during Holy Week on the Cathedral grounds. She also continued 
to be the leading and most active member, since its foundation 
by Dr. Bon jean, of the Congregation of St. Anne for promoting 
piety and charity among Catholics. To her dying day she main- 
tained the dignity and prestige of her father’s household. In fine, 
though not a religious, she devoted her whole life and all her 
means to the service of religion with all the zeal of a religious. In her 
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lamented death the Catholic community loses a most exemplary and 
Influential member, and the Catholic clergy one of its most steadfast 
friends and warmest supporters: - / C\ Guardian, June 3rd 1899. 


C Thiagar 
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Mr. Thiagar v/as well-known as a Tamil Scholar and Pundit. 
He started in life as a clerk under the late Mr. Bastiampillai, 
the well known Supreme Court Proctor. Mr. Thiagar then served 
for a short time as sv/orn Translator in the Courts. The Colom- 
bogam Orphanage was about this time started by the* late Dr. 
Bonjean, and as a competent Tamil Pundit, was required there 
as well as at the Jaffna Boys* Seminary (now St. Patrick’s Col- 
lege.) Mr. Thiagar offered his services which were accepted and 
thus began a career of usefulness which lasted forty years and 
during which, he served as the fountain-head of Tamil to the 
great body of Catholic youths pursuing their studies v/hether at 
the Orphanage or at the College. He was so kind and amiable 
so genial and endearing and so ready and willing to impart what 
he knew that the four generations of pupils with whom he had 
*0 do and who are now to be found in all parts of the Island 
and in many parts of India and the Straits, will receive the an- 
nouncement of his demise with unfeigned regret. In addition to 
his work as teacher, he was associated with others under the 
Mission as a translator and compiler of school books;—/* Guar- 
dian, August 12, 1899. 

217 

A. Philipiah 

Mr. A. Philipiah was the grandson of the late Mr, Soosai 
pillai, a District Court Proctor and son of the late Mr. Philipiah, 
also a Proctor. Sir William Twynam first employed him • as a 
third clerk in the Kachcherri Post Office in which post he dis- 
played his business habits, regularity, punctuality and great care- 
fulness so much, that he was soon made second clerk and after- 
wards Postmaster. He leaves behind a widejw, three sons and a 
daughter. Messrs J. E. Philipiah, Inspector of Police, presently at 
Batticaloa, George Philipiah, Assistant Inspector of Schools, and R. 
S. Philipiah of the Road Committee, Jaffna Kachcherri, are the 
sons of Postmaster Philipiah:— T/ m? Ceylon Patriot, Octnth 1899. 

218 


S. RamapOlai 

Mr, Raniupillai was a successful and skilful medical practi- 
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tioner and his reputation was not confined to Jaffna alone but 
known in other parts of the Island and South India also. Mr. 
Ram^ipillai was a philanthropist in the true sense of the word. 
His long and useful life was spent in the service of his country- 
men in affording medical aid daily to hundreds of the poor and 
helpless. His patience and equanimity of temper were very re- 
markable. He was never known to have lost his temper or en- 
tertained even professional jealousy. His nephew and son-in-law 
Mr. Sittampalam Kandapillai, on whom the public had great con- 
fidence as a physician, had predeceased his uncle about two years 
2 ig,o\—The Hindh Organ, 17th Oct. 1899, 
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Don H. Appabamy 

It was in 1888 that Mr. Don Hendrick Appuhamy first bought 
the arrack rents of the Northern Province. His business capabili- 
ties and spirit of enterprise and above all his unceasing eneigy 
are well-known. The generosity that he displayed towards his 
friends and relations and the pleasure that he took in allowing as 
many of his countrymen as possible to profit by the affluent cir- 
cumstances in which it had pleased God to place him, are facts 
that speak volumes of his kindly disposition. Mr. Appuhamy had 
always been an exemplary Catholic and distinguished himself by 
his ready and liberal donations for religious and charitable pur- 
poses:—/* C, Guardian^ Dec, 2nd 1899, 
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Imperitftn in imperio for Jaffna first mooted 

It was in 1864 that the question of an tmperium in imperio 
tor Jaffna was first mooted. There was no Police Force then. Mr. 
Percival Ackland Dyke was everything and did everything and 
none of his acts ever roused public opposition, as none ever caus- 
ed public dissatbfaction, Mr. Henry Francis Muttukisna, the most 
fluent Tamil speaker or rather English spq^er, just then fresh 
from a visit to Europe and smitten perhaps with an ardent love 
for the progressive institutions of the West, called a public meet- 
ing and harangued with all his eloquence^ the burden of his song 
being that the time had come for Jaffna to set about to take 
upon herself the direction and Government of her own internal 
affairs. In the discussion that followed. Advocate Gould, Proctors 
Puvirajasinghe and Santiagopillai, Mr. & Johnpulle, the journalist, 
Mr. R, Williams, the schoolmaster, and others took a leading part. 
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The majority of the speakers scouted the idea of a Municipality 
for Jaffna and the motion fell through completely; nor was it re- 
vived during the decade in which it was started;—/. C. Guardian 
March 17th, 1894. 

221 

Revd. Robert Pargiter 

Mr. Pargiter 'was Principal of St John’s School, Chundiculy; for 
26 years. He retired in 1866. Mr. Pargiter is regarded as the 
builder, if not the founder, of St. John’s College. He was bom in 
the year of the battle of Waterloo, His eldest sou is a lecturer 
on Sanskrit at the University of Oxford: — P. M. 
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Proportion of oule and female Births 

Is the number of male births equal to female births— is it 
greater, or is it less ? These are questions to which all the re- 
sources of physiologists from Aristotle down to our own time^ 
afford no means of reply. And yet at the present day, we by 
the employment of what now seems a very natural method, are 
possessed of a truth which the united abilities of along series of 
eminent men failed to discover. By a simple experiment of re* 
gistering the number of births and their sexes, by extending this 
registration over several years in different countries, we have been 
able to eliminate all causal disturbances, and ascertain the exis- 
tence of a law which, expressed in round numbers, is, that for 
every twenty girls there are bora twenty-one boys: and we may 
confidently say, that although the operations of this la^ are of 
course liable to constant aberrations, the law itself is so powerful 
that we know of no country in which during a single year the 
male births have not been greater than the female ones:— i/. T. 
Buckle. 

223 

Holy Family Convent English School. Jaffna 

The above institution situated in the Main Street and almost 
hidden from view by wide*spreading trees and bright shrubs, is a 
magnificient edifice, the main building being about 150 feet by 40 
and the two side-wings, 115 feet by 40. All round runs a broad 
shady verandah supported by massive columns some 14 feet high. 
These latter are apt to strike a visitor with admiration. The 
foundation stone of the convent was laid in June 1864, two years 
after the arrival of the sisters of the Holy Family— the first nuns 
who trod the soil of Ceylon. It is worthy of note that the Holy 

34 
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Family Convent was the first establishment of education in the 
North to send in pupils for the Trinity College musical examina- 
tion :— Speciai Edition, April 17th, 1914. 
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Wesleraii Mission Buildings 

The Wesleyan premises at Jaffna, our principal station, are 
situated near the esplanade. At the Northern end, the Chairman 
and General Superintendent of the District lives in what was the 
residence of the Dutch Commandant. A lengthy suite of rooms 
with Venetian doors and windows, runs back from the Southern 
side of the main building. These communicate with one another 
and are used as class-rooms for the boys’ school. Continuous with 
them is a respectable dwelling-house, the boarding-school for girls. 
At a distance stands the old Methodist place of worship altered 
into a school, and called St. Paul’s. It looks across to the new 
Chapel, which gives it the cold shoulder, facing the esplanade, at 
the opposite comer. This chapel, was opened in \S2Z'.— Hindu Pas- 
tors by the Rev. E, J. Robinson, Late Wesleyan Missionary in Cey- 
lon, 1867. 
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Louis NeQ 

Mr. Nell had a long and honourable career. During his stay 
in Jaffna early in the sixties, he displayed considerable literary 
activity, while steadily pursuing his professional duties. At the re- 
quest of the Revd, J. C. Mola, the then principal of the Jaffna 
Boys’ Seminary, (now St, Patricks’ College) he delivered a course 
of lectures on English Literature to the senior students of that 
institution. An interesting and exhaustive essay on Adam’s Peak, 
printed in pamphlet form at the Manepay Press, was from his 
facile pen. In view of an out-break of cholera, he published in 
the local Patriot, a series of informing articles on “cholera, its 
causes and the means of its prevention and cure”, written 
at the instance and with the assistance of Mr. Benjamin San- 
tiagopillai, the veteran Proctor. Retiring at length from the Pub- 
lic Service of his own Island, Mr. Nell ha^ sought and found a 
permanent home in Switzerland, so health giving and delightful in- 
deed as to make him almost forget the “patriot's boast” that 
"His first best country ever is at home”:— TZ/c rimes o/ C. 

W. Kathtravetpillau 
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The OU Teachers of the Qitmdictilly Seminary 

1 may begin by paying my small tribute to the memory of 
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some of my early school-masters, who helped in the shaping and 
moulding of the infant mind at the Chundicully Seminary. There 
was Mr. Cleveland— no relation of the ex-president of the U. S. 
A.— but a gentleman, very likely a graduate of the Vaddukoddai 
Seminary, who hailed from Nallur. He was in charge of the lower 
school, a stalwart man with a stern look, a good disciplinarian, 
rather partial to the betel leaf like many a Government officer of 
his time. Mr. Joseph Canagasabai, a shrewd man, rather erratic 
in his ways, clever at finding short methods to solve intricacies in 
grammar and arithmetic and in unlocking the springs of know- 
ledge in dull-headed boys. Mr. Beadle Suppramaniam, an excellent 
teacher, of rather quick temper and often venting his energy on 
the unfortunate palms of delinquents ; guava sticks were constant- 
ly in requisition. Mr. Nicholas who was always in spotless, white 
"angarka and tani*'. 1 once examined him more closely while he 
was hard at work, explaining to us some difficult lessons, my im- 
provised telescope of an exercise book suddenly dew through the 
window in shreds. He was a conscientious man and it was a pity 
he left the school abruptly. Mr. P. Vannitamby, a very useful and 
handy man. teacher, stage manager, secular agent etc. His great 
infirmity was to suddenly fall into the arms of Morpheus when 
jiot in a slate of locomotion. He held on to the school through 
its many vicissitudes. Mr. Aseervatham, a teacher of considerable 
experiences, patient, gentle and reserved in his manners; alwasra 
in restful repose in his chair which he rarely vacated. All good 
men and true. But the man who greatly contributed to the form- 
ation of my character in after years was Mr, Jeremiah Evarts, 
In the annals of the St John’s College, his name must rank high 
and his niche must be side bv side with that of the. other great 
headmaster, Mr, Robert Williams: — R. H, Hoole Mudaliyar. 
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Hado 

A famous place of pilgrimage attracting about 50,000 people 
annually. Under the Goanese Fathers the Church was a mere 
mud hut said to have been erected by a certain Moyes of Mannar 
about the year 1823. The corner-stone to the present magnifid- 
ent Church, towering above the giants of the forest, was laid by 
Dr. Bonjean on the 8th of August 1872. His immediate successor 
continued the building but the major part of the work was ac- 
complished tmder Dr. Joulain. A grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes 
adorns one end of the Tank bund. Madam Louis of Negombo 
made a contribution of one thousand rupees towards the work:— /* 
C, Guardian, Jan, 3Jst 1920, 
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Pothttiudaffl or PoIIaTelT 

The first rqwit on the vicariate of Jaffna says; "The Church 
of St. Sebastian belonging to the Mission of Pachillaipaly is a fa- 
motu one in the vicariate, several thousand people resort there 
every year to fulfil their vows .on the festival day, which happens 
on the 5th July. From 1896 the date has been changed to 8th 
July to suit the convenience of pilgrims returning from Madu:— 
iMd- 
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Sangm Pandttliar 

pfiA wSQtafd d) tP' 2 1 i9pm^ aiir. taQmitS 

Cfiu QuOpp tm/r. g)6i/{f glioQeJIiiiv 9pQp pfjSip 

(j^Sta(ifir. uno^uat^ir, jFUi&uQ(0p^&idM 

^th Qm£/iB€t) jpriisQmnQ Beooipjpid^ 

Osiup€iFff, mi^Qps^tuirpfimffOs!ij^S(^tiLfa*QiJJtjp 

tSffQtL9pFpi^0£i^ih LfffiiL^irB I 42 tsuimtumir 

•8^ QpssSQfurmtjbiTtSeBnr, §)&iir 09judiffmtrP 

ummpLpff t^mtmdotSuin^u u€<ianr^4s0S{^u uitu,Qic. 

4k(fir: — lib. «. f. 
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Sinna Kada 

Monseigneur Vistarini when in charge of the Islands baptised some 
people in the village of Saravanai, These soon fell back. Fr. San- 
drasagra first put up a school and then founded a Church for 
the scattered fiock. On the 4th of July 1895 the first mass was said 
in the new cadjan structure. From 1896, the feast has been cele- 
brated on the 5th of August every year,— J.C.. Guardian. 
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T. Hodattrar Abraham 

On tile 1st January 1900, on the dawn of a new year, and 
of a new century, Mr. Abraham received his children, grand- 
children and great grand-children, gave them appropriate advice, 
Uielast, as he thought, he was destined to give and then dis- 
missed them- with his blessing. Retaining bis consciousness almost 
to the end. he expired peacefully, after receiving the last sacraments, 
on the 5th January, 1900, in his 92nd year:—/. A, T. 



269 


Mr. G, N. Tisseverasingiie» who is practising as a Proctor in 
the Jaffna Courts is a grand-son of Mr. Abraham. 
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Tbe Northern Railway 

This Railway holds pride of place not only on account of the 
long period of agitation which preceded its sanction, but also by 
reason of its length and cost. 

The construction of the Railway at the Kurunegala extremity 
was begun in April, 1900 and at the Jaffna extremity in July of 
the same year, under Mr. Oliver as Chief Resident Engineer, The 
Kankesanturai — Chavakachcheri section, consisting of the 21 miles 
of the line which include Jaffna itself, was opened by me for 
public traffic in March, 1902, and the Chavakachcheri— -Pallai section, 
14 miles in length, was opened in the following September. In 
little more than a year from now it will be possible to leave 
Jaffna in the early morning and be in Colombo in the evening 
of the same day:— Sir /. W. Ridgeway. 
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y. S* HariunpiOai 

Mr. Venus S. Mariampillai belonged to a respectable family of 
Karampan, Kayts, Proceeding to Colombo when young, he took 
to the cigar trade. His steady habits and natural aptitude for 
business won for hi\n considerable success. Mr. Mariampillai 
married Gertrude Chellamma, the eldest daughter of Mr. S. S. 
Annasamypillai, the well known merchant of Jaffna C. S. 

234 

The Peitl Fishery 

The pearl fisheries in the Gulf of ‘Mannar have been .for 
centuries a lucrative source of revenue to the Government of 
this Island. During the one hundred and seven years of British 
rule over £1.000,000 net revenue has accrued to the colony from 
these fisheries, representing an average annual income of some 
Rs. 150,000. But the income is precarious; for instance, during 
the period named there have been three long gaps, viz., from 
1837 to 1855, from 1864 to 1873 and from 1891 till the pre- 
sent year. 

On the recommendation of Professor £. Ray Lankester, P. R. s.. 
the distinguished Director of the Natural History Department of 
the British Museum, Professor Herdman, F. R. s., of the Univer- 
sity of Liverpool, was approached, and eventually agreed to de- 
vote his energies to the task of discovering this dicontinuity. 
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This gentleman, who is acknowledged as one of the greatest 
authorities upon the economic development of the food resources 
of the sea, was to formulate a scheme which should mininize 
or neutralize as far as possible the inimical agencies at work, 
and thereby induce some degree of regularity in future in the 
fishery returns. 

In January, 1902, Professor Herdman, accompanied by his 
assistant, Mr. J. Hornell, arrived in Colombo. Some three months 
were devoted to a persona] investigation of many phases of the 
problem, and before his departure, in the following April, Pro- 
fessor Herdman arranged for the installation of his colleague in 
a temporary marine laboratory at Galle, to continue there further 
experimental work:— Ibid, 
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The Vanni 

The greatest need of the people of the Vanni is a supply 
of good food and water, and for this village tanks are absolutely 
necessary. In 1896 the provisions of Sir Henry Ward's minute 
were extended to Mannar and the Vanni. The restoration of 
larger tanks has also been going on. Kanukkani is still imder 
restoration in the Mullaitivu District, and the Giant's tank, Mannar, 
has been completed. A very important irrigation work to aid 
Jaffna cultivators was sanctioned at Karachchi op the south side 
of the Jaffna Lagoon, and its construction has already begun. 
This will eventually irrigate 20,000 acres. Progress has also been 
made in opening up new roads in the Vanni, and in improving 
those already existing: — /?. W. levers, 
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R. H. Leemhroggeii 

Mr. Leembruggen was in Government service for 37 years. 
His first appointment was as Headmaster of the Matara Bo 3 rs' 
English School. Thirteen years after, he was appointed 
Principal of the Colombo Female Seminary, which was a leading 
institution for girls in Colombo and was abolished twenty years 
ago. He was then appointed as clerk, first ^n the Attorney- Gen* 
eral's Office, and afterwards in the Secretariate. In 1892, he was 
appointed Inspector of Schools : — Hindu Organ, 9ih Deer, 1903, 
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Rev. E. P. Hastings 

The Jaffna College opened on the 3rd of July 1872 under the 
presidency of Rev, E. P. Hastings, d. d., and under the control 



271 


of a Board of Directors chosen from the three missions in Jaffna. 
Dr* Hastings presided ‘over the College with great ability and 
success for seventeen years and it was well that in the providence 
of God he was the first President. His missionary zeal, his con- 
nection for some years with the Seminary and above all the 
personal magnetism of his character, gave him a unique influence 
in the community. He was a fine English Scholar and a born 
ruler of men and boys in the sphere of work that fell to him. 
In power of organization and at the some time in attention to 
the minutest details he had few equals. Work to him was a 
pleasure. Above all, the leading of young men to Christ was 
the one object he kept steadily in view. No wonder that under 
him the foundations of the College were so well and truly laid 
that if his successors did no more than follow in the lines marked 
out by him, the work was bound to advance:— TAe Jaffna College 
Miscellany, 
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Rev. S. W. Howland 

The Rev. S. W. Howland, D. D., succeeded Rev. E. P. Hastings 
in 1889. He was a roan of saintly character, a profound scholar 
of such rare abilities that one wondered that he should have 
been content to remain in such a limited field of work as Jaffna. 
The affectionate regard in which he was held will best appear 
from the familiar name by which he is known among the chur- 
ches here. Every one calls him here “Samuel Ayyar“. Under 
his influence the reputation of the College grew beyond expect- 
ation. This growing prosperity however received a check when 
Dr. Howland went on furlough to America owing to ill-health 
and severe blow when he went home for good in consequence 
of the illness of Mrs. Howland. But Mr, W. E. Hitchcock, M. A. 
Vice Principal, by his ability and devotion, filled up the vacancy, 
very ably till the appointment of the Rev. R. C. Hastings, M. A., 
to the Presidency of the College in 1899: — Ibid, 
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S. Doraisamy, Maniagar 

Mr. Duraisamy was an able and conscientious officer, and 
was much respected both by the people and the Government. 
Pie belonged to an old and respected family at Uduppiddy. Mr. 
C. W. Kathiravetpillai, the retired Police Magistrate of Kayts, is 
his father’s brother Organ, 24th Feb, 1904, 
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Dr. R. Candiah 

Dr. Candiab was a Licentiate of the Ceyion Medical College 
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and was employed in the planting districts. On retiring from 
Government service, he settled down in Jaffna. When the new 
Registration Ordinance was brought into operation, he was appoin- 
ted Registrar of Births and Deaths for the town of Jaffna:— 

Organ, 6th April, 1904, 
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New Advocates 

3dr. Abdulcader is the first Moorish gentleman in Ceylon who 
has passed as an advocate. Mr. Niles is the son of the Rev. D. 
P. Nile%, a well-known Wesleyan Minister. Mr. Culanthaivelu hails 
from Valvedditurai and is a gentleman of high connection there:— 
Hindu Organ, 6th April 1904, 

The Rev. Mr. D. P. Niles was blessed with a good ancestry* 
His father. Nathaniel Niles, was one of the first converts among 
the Tamils in Jaffna, and the first Licensed Preacher in the 
American Mission:— G. /. Trimmer, 

A memorial tablet to the Rev. D. P. Niles has been placed 
in St. Peter’s Wesleyan Church, Jaffna. It is of pure white mar- 
ble, on a black back-ground. The epitaph reads thus:— 

In Loving Memory 
of the 

Rev. Daniel Poor Niles 

Bom 30th April 1836, Died 10th December, 1915, in the 79th 
year of his age, and the 45th of his Ministry. 

A loving father, an erudite scholar, a skilful translator, an 
eloquent orator, a persuasive preacher, a zealous evangelist, a 
far-seeing counsellor, a wise administrator, a loyal colleague^ a 
faithful friend: — G, J, T, 

The Rev. Mr. D. P. Niles was one of the most illustrious 
sons of Jaffna and the most talented of the Wesleyan 1 amil 
Ministers of this Island:— L. P, S. 

The Protestant Tamil community in particular and the Tamils 
of Ceylon in general, have lost a good and great man, an erudite 
scholar, a deep thinker, a sage adviser and gentleman of unble- 
mished character and spotless integrity . He was always 

considered an ideal native minister— learned, pious, sagacious, dig- 
nified, and withal tolerant towards other faiths as much as his 
position as a minister of Christ would permit:— i4. Sapapathy, 
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Tbinmelvdy Wefl 

Pumping operations under the supervision of Mr. R. W. Smith 
of the Public Works D^mrtment were resumed in August at the 



273 


well at Tirunelvely, three miles fsom Jaffna, selected by the 
Director of Public WVSfEs. a steam pump being used. The well 
was deepened* to 40 ft. two tunnels opened at the bottom levol 
from opposite sides of the well. The quantity of flow increased 
daily and uniformly as the excavation proceeded until a point 
was reached when the pumping machinery was unable to deal 
with the flow of water and reduce the level sufficiently to allow 
the men to work in the headings. On the data obtained final 
plans and estimate are now being framed. The water has been 
found to be of excellent quality : — Administration Report on the Nor- 
thern Province, 
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W. N. S. Aserappa 

Mr. Aserappa is a gentleman of high social position, unim- 
peachable character, liberal views and independent means. He 
has enjoyed the confidence of the Government, as his appointmen 
more than once to act as Crown Counsel. Deputy Fiscal of Col- 
ombo and Municipal Magistrate, would show. Mr. Aserappa is a 
liberal minded gentleman: Organ, 27th April, 1904. 
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C. W. Kathiravetpillai 

Mr. Kathiravetpillai combined in himself qualities which could 
rarely be found in one individual. He was not only a person of 
very high social position, but was also a gentleman of unble- 
mished character, spotless integrity and vast erudition. Neither 
calumny nor Jealously could point to one incident in hjs private 
or public life, as a lawyer or a' Government Official, which could 
be considered unworthy of the eminent position which he held 
among his countrymen. He was one of whom his countrymen were 
justly and truly proud, and was an ornament to the Tamil Com - 
munity. He was a man of serene temper, calm judgment and un- 
ruffled patience. Nothing could disturb the equanimity of his mind, 
even on occasions of the sorest trial or the greatest excitement. 
Although he has died full of years— he was about 80 years of age 
at the time of his death—and full of honours, yet his death is a 
great loss to the community. 

Having retired a few years ago, he was fully occupied till a 
few days before his death in the preparation of a Dictionary of 
the Tamil language. This work, though incomplete, will be a 
standing monument to his scholarship and persevering industry. 

35 
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The magnitude of the work will be seen from the fact that its 
first volume which is just out deals with only words beginning 
with the first letter of the Tamil alphabet. He leaves be- 

hind a widow, an only son and two daughters, who are married 
to his nephews, Proctors Sivapragasam and Katiresu -Hindu Or- 
gan, 20th April, 1904, 

Mr. Katiresu is the author of a Notary’s Manual and other, 
works. His brother, Mr. Rajaretnam, who is an Advocate, practising 
in Jaffna, has compiled and published a ''Digest of Ceylon Law". 
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N. PonniahirilUi 

Mr. Ponniahpillal was the eldest son of the late Dr. Nalla- 
thamby, Assistant Colonial Surgeon, Ceylon Medical Department, and 
nephew of the late Canapathipillai Mudaliyar, Maniagar of Jaffna. 
He was himself an amiable and popular Chief Headman. He leaves 
behind a widow, an only son, Mr. Rajagopal of the Jaffna Fis- 
cal’s Office, and an only daughter, who is married to Mr. Kantyah, 
Secretary of the Jaffna District Qoyxxi\— Hindu Organ, 11th May, 
1904, 
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Antmdbapttra Riots 

Anuradhapura. up to 187c(, when the North-Central Province 
was created by Sir William Oregory, was indeed a buried city. 
It was a mass of entangled jungle up to the very doors of the 
few Government buildings then existing. There was no town, hard* 
ly a bazaar, and the only access for pilgrims was along the main 
road whence they had (o grope their way as best as they could 
by narrow and devious paths to the sacred shrines buried in thick 
jungles. The British Government have changed all that. The jun- 
gle has been driven further and further back, the shrines have 
been disinterred and exposed to the light of the day, a town has 
been built and wide roads constructed. Gratitude has not been 
the reward of the Government. A local branch of the body known 
as the Maha Bodhi Society has sprung ^snto existence, some of 
the members of which, have put forward on behalf of the Bud- 
dhists the most extravagant claims to Crown lands in Anuradha. 
pura, and whose ultimate object, there is unmistakable evidence 
to prove, is the total exclusion from the town and its environs 
of all persons not of their persuasion. The claims advanced were 
refused by Government, and when an appeal was made to the 
Secretaiy of State, he also rejected them. 
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There was then a lull, and believing the society to have 
withdrawn its extravagant pretensions, I proceeded to negotiate 
a settlement which would concede the reasonable requirements 
of the Buddhist Community. I was prepared, for instance, to grant 
land round the principal dagobas sufficient for the erection of 
pansalas and seminaries. The negotiations, which were carried on 
through the medium of the Honourable Member who represents 
the* Kandyan Singhalese in the Legislative Council, were indeed on 
the eve of a satisfactory conclusion, when some of the agitators 
thought they would extort by violence, concessions which had 
been refused to constitutional agitation. Advantage was accord- 
ingly taken of the great annual gathering of pilgrims in June to 
excite and inflame the crowd, and (although the respectable pil- 
grims for the most part held aloof) certain buildings to which 
the agitators had objected and also the Roman Catholic School 
and Church were soon wrecked and destroyed by Are. Stem 
measures were promptly taken for the restoration of order and 
the punishment of the rioters who have received a lesson which 
will, I hope, make them pause before they again attempt to force 
the hand of Government by violence:— 5t> J. West Ridgeway, 
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Sanyanamatta Hitdaliyar 

This gentleman, the Maniagar of Tenmaradcbi, was highly res- 
pected by the people for his good and amiable qualities. Succes- 
sive Government Agents held him in the highest esteem and treat* 
ed him with marked deference. He held the office of Maniagar 
for 20 years and was a Mudaliyar of the Governor’s Gate and a 
gold medalist in connection with Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee:— 
Hindu Organ, 22nd June, 1904, 
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Brs. Ramanathan 

This eminent Tamil lady, who was highly educated and ac- 
complished, was a daughter of Mr. E. Nannithamby Mudaliyar of 
Colombo. Her eldest son, Mr. Rajendram, is now in England study- 
ing law and the eldest daughter is n^rried to Mr. Muttukumara- 
swamy, a son of the late Thambiah Mudaliyar. She was the lead* 
er of thd' Tamil Society in Colombo and was much esteemed and 
re 4 >ected by all who knew her on account of her kind and gentle 
nature i^Hindu Organ, 6th July, 1904. 
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S* Cmfer 

Mr. 8. Canter was about 70 years of age at the time of his 
death. Being very pious and learned and having had no worldly 
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cares or anxieties, he spent the evening of his life in the service 
of God. He had every reason to be a happy man. Of his two 
sons, the eldest, Mr. Periathamby is now acting Sub-Collector of 
Yalvettiturai. and his youngest son is Mr. Sundram, the popular 
and rising officer of the Colombo Customs. Of his three daught- 
ers, the eldest is married to Mr. M. Sapapathy, the Ihteipreter 
of the Jafifna Police Court, the second daughter to Mr. M. Kanaga- 
sabai, Sub-Collector, Kayts, and the youngest to Mr. M. Kanagd- 
sabai, Prevehtive Officer at Mandativu:-~ifiifdM Organ^ 3rd Aug, 1904, 
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Dr. Paol 

Dr. William Paul was a graduate of the Manepay Medical 
School established by the American Mission. He was first em- 
ployed as Preventive Officer at Paumban. In 1874 he was ap- 
pointed Resident Surgeon of the P. N. S. Hospital. He had an 
extensive practice and was very successful. 6r. S. C. Paul of the 
General Hospital, Colombo, who is regarded as one of the ablest 
Surgeons of the present day, is his eldest son. Mr. T. Sanmu- 
gam, B. A., Headmaster of the Central College, Mr. Edward Ma- 
ther, Agent of the Ceylon Steamship Company, and Mr. M. Ra- 
jasuriar. District Engineer, are his sons*in-law. The late Dr. Ni- 
cholas and] the late Mr. ^D. A. Tambiab, Surveyor,, were also his 
sons-in-law:— C. N, P. 

251 

Haterial Imptovement 

The Province and especially the Jaffna District, shows evident 
signs of material improvement, and there is a marked contrast 
between the Northern Province of 1903 and that of 1873, thirty 
years ago. Mud huts are being replaced by stone houses, more 
jewellery is worn and there are more vehicles of all kinds in use 
and money generally is more plentiful. The improvements may be 
attributed to the opening of roads all through the Peninsula and 
to tile iqiread of education for which greater facilities are afford- 
ed in the peninsula than in many other iiprts of the Island. Jaff- 
nese now are in more frequent communication with the other 
parts of the Island and with India and the Straits Settlements 
and if one cani judge from the money order payments made in 
the local Post Office there are ample grounds for believing that 
a very large amount of money finds its way into Jaffna from 
outside :—i4di9fiftffr(0/fO9i Report on the Northern Province for 1903 
hy Mr^ /. P, Lewis, Acting G. A. 
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A. Raganather 

Mr. Naganather was the only son of the late Mr. Arumugam, 
who was broker first in the firm of Aston Scot and after- 

wards in the employment of Messrs Bcis Brothers. Mr. Nagana- 
ther was part proprietor of the Orient Boat Company and was 
possessed of immense property in Colombo. He was an estimable 
gentleman and died of pneumonia at the early age of 31 years- 
--Hindu Organ, 19th October, 1904, 

253 

William Digby 

Mr. William Digby, was in the seventies connected with the 
Ceylon Observer as its Sub-Editor. He subsequently became Editor 
of the Madras Times and of some Provincial Dailies in England. 
He was also the Author of the ‘*Life of Sir Richard Morgan’\ 
Mr. Digby was made a C. 1. E. for his philanthropic labours in 
connection with the Indian famine of 1878. He was also the au- 
thor of several works on Indian topics and the Indians had no 
greater Champion of their rights in England than Mr. Digby. His 
death is a great loss to all Eastern subjects of His Majesty:— 
Hindu Organ, 26th Oct 1904, 
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I. Vdopilhi 

Mr. Velupillai was the brother of the late Mr. Ilanthalaiva- 
singha Ragunatha Mudaliyar, Maniagar of Valigamam West and 
uncle of the present Maniagar Mr. I. Mudaliyar Tillainathar. Mr* 
Velupillai acted as Maniagar of Valigamam West during the illness 
of his brother. He was a quiet and unassuming gentleman.— 

Organ, 26th Oct, 1904, 

255 

S* SapapatUpUIai 

Mr. Sapapathipillai was the second son of the late Mr. A. 
Sinnathamby, who was Crown Proctor of Jaffna, and a brother of 
the late Mr. Advocate Nagalingam. He was a gentleman of. am- 
ple means. He donated to the Jaffna Hindu College a room of 
his go-down in the Grand Bazaar valued at Rs. 2000 as his father 
had previously donated to the same institution Rs. 1000 in cash 
to found a mathematical scholarship —an institution of which his 
brother, Mr. Nagalingam, was the chief founder ;— /finds Organ^ 
2nd Nov. 1904. 
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R. Ford 

Mr. lam^illai Vytialiiigainpillai aliu N. Ford was the father 
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of Mr. Advocate Duraiswamy and was a gentleman of vast ex- 
perience, keen intelligence and scientific knowledge. He hadhdd 
high and responsible offices first in the state of Travancore and 
subsequently in the Straits Settlementsi-^jfiTiiM/a Organ^ 14th 
1904. 

257 

Kantappasakarar 

Mr. Kantappasakarar was a brother of the late Manikavasaka 
Mudaliyar, Maniagar of Jaffna, of Vytilingam Mudaliyar, Maniagar 
of Vadamaradchy and of Mr. Mailvaganam, Government Store- 
keeper. The present Maniagar of Vadamaradchy West, Sivasitham- 
para Mudaliyar is his nephew and Mr. Narayanasamy, Proctor, 
Colombo, is married to one of his daughters:— fftnda Orgffn, 

Dec. 1904. 

258 

Gdd Medal for Jaffna Qgars 

Mr. M. B. Swampillai, the welMcnown Jaffna merchant, is the 
recipient of a gold medal at the St Louis Exhibition for the 
cigars and tobacco sent out by him from here to that great Ex- 
hibition. He is to be congratulated on the distinction he has 
achieved. He has proved that, under improved methods of curing 
and manufacture, Jaffna tobacco and cigar can hold their own 
with the products of any part of the world:— Hindu Organ, 14th 
Dec. 1904. 

259 

S. Ponaampalam 

Mr. Ponnampalam was an ideal clerk and was employed in 
the Land Registrar’s Office Batticaloa, but having resigned that 
office owing to ill-he^th, he was employed as a clerk for a long 
time under Messrs Casipillai & Cathiravelu, Proctors, and con* 
tinned to be so till his death:— Hiiidw Organ, 1st Feby. 1905. 
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Krs. Seutthi Rajah 

Mrs. Senathi Rajah, wife of Advocate E. S. W. Senathi Rajah 
and the eldest daughter of Advocate C. Br|to was a highly edu- 
cated and enlightened Tamil lady and had the honour of being 
presented to the late Queen Victoria, when she visited England 
with her husband on the occasion of the diamond Jubilee of Her 
Majesty.^Ibtd. 

261 

The Northern RaifwaT 

The iron horse has begun to run between Colombo and Jaff- 
na. The first August 1905, will be ever remembered in the annals 
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of Jaffna as the day on which the distance between Colombo and 
Jaffna was reduced to a run of 13 hours and 20 minutes. The 
gift of the railway to Jaffna is chiefly due to our late Governor* 
Sir J. West Ridgeway. The Tamils of Ceylon owe a deep debt of 
gratitude to Sir Ridgeway* Mr. Chamberlain and others out of 
Ceylon* who have been instrumental in securing the Railway bet- 
ween Colombo and Jaffna. Among gentlemen who bore the brunt 
of the agitation in Ceylon, particular mention must be made of 
Mr. Ramanathan, Father Lytton and the late Mr. Advocate •Na- 
galingam. The Hon. Mr. Ferguson and Mr. Capper also threw the 
weight of their influence on the side of the Jaffna agitators soon 
after the agitation was set on foot in Jaffna and the support 
which distant Jaffna received from many leading Europeans was 
due to Mr. Ferguson and Mr. Capper. 

Though it will be invidious to mention names, we are tempted 
to make mention of one name — that of Mr. Charles Strantenberg 
the veteran Proctor, who was for 20 years from 1885 till the 31st 
July 1905, the Honorary Secretary of the Jaffna Railway Commit- 
tee. There had been several changes in the Chairmanship and 
Membership of the Committee either owing to the death, ill health 
or removal from the station, of its members. But the people of 
Jaffna were fortunate enough to have had all along one good 
working Secretary. 

How busy death has been in our midst may be judged from 
the fact that about half the members of the Committee, as it 
originally stood are not alive to witness the running of the great 
Northern Railway, to secure which they worked so hard:— Hiiidii 
Organ, 26th Aug. 1905. 
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V* Sinnaiqiia Mtfdaliyar 

This gentleman, the retired Maniagar of Valigamam North* 
served the Government for a long time, first as an Udaiyar, and 
then as a Maniagar with much acceptance. He wm educated at 
the now defunct Batticotta Seminary, where by his industry and 
assiduity he won the esteem and even the affwtion of his mas- 
ters and superiors. His retirement took place in 1900 after a 
meritorious service of 43 years under Government, He was one 
of the recipients of the Diamond Jubilee medal awarded to old 
and faithful servants. He leaves behind a widow and three sons 
to bemoan his loss. The sons are Mr. Mootatamby* Medical Prac- 
titioner, Mr. VIsuvappa*' Registrar of marriages and Mr. Appadiro* 
District Ei^eer’s Clerk, Jaffna:— Hindu f?rgwn* 23fd Aug. 1905. 
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Sir H. Kikt in Jiffna 

The first Governor who visited Jaffna with his lady was the 
father of the present Inspector of Police, Sir James Longden, who 
visited Jaffna about the end of the seventies. After Sir James 
Longden, Sir Arthur Gordon, Sir Arthur Havelock, and Sir West 
Ridgeway visited Jaffna, but none of them was accompanied by 
his lady, A special interest attaches, therefore, to the present visit 
of Sir Henry Blake, which had been marked by much enthusi* 
asm among the people. This enthusiasm is also due to His Ex* 
cellency beihg the first Governor who has travelled by the Rail, 
way itself, which has once for all put an end to the isolation Of 
Jaffna:-/W<f. 

264 

Kepresentathres of the Colombo Press 

Among 'visitors to Jafina during the Gubernatorial visit were 
Mr. Coates of the "Ceylon Independent,’* Mr. Ferguson of the 
"Ceylon Observer,” Mr. Jones of the “Times of Ceylon,” and Mr. 
J. G. C. Mendis, Proprietor of the "Ceylon Standard”. During 
their stay in Jaffna they were most busy seeing as much as pos- 
sible of men and things and the knowledge and information thus 
gathered will stand them in good stead in conducting their res- 
pective papers;— 

265 

Dr. Pararafasinglum 

Dr. Pararajasingham alias Appapillai was stationed in several 
parts of the Island as Government Medical Officer including Anu- 
radhapura, Kalmunai, Pointy Pedro, and Kankesanturai. He was 
always held in the highest esteem by Government and the pub- 
lic on account of his sterling qualities, high character and abilities 
as a Medical Officer. The late Sir William Gregory liked him so 
much while the Doctor was stationed at Anuradhapura that he 
bestowed on him the rank of Mudaliyar which has seldom been 
conferred on a Medical Officer:'— Hindu Organ^ 22nd Nov. 2905. 

266 

An Asricoltaial Company ^ 

A company was start^ on the day Governor Sir West Ridge- 
way opened the Northern Railway. Lands were applied for. But 
Sir Henry Blake’s Government proposed such terms that the com- 
pany was unable to accept them. It has been since wound up:-— 
Hindu Organ, 24th August, 1901. 
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James Hensman 

In the retirement of Mr. James Hensman, a A., Fellow of the 
Madras University and Principal of the Kumbaconum College after 
35 years service, the Educational Department of the Madras Pre- 
sidency loses one of the most distinguished officers, who has been 
rendering valuable service in the cause of Education. He is one 
of the sons of Jaffna who have distinguished themselves in India: — 
Hindu Organ, 5th OcL 1904. 
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Ers. H. Covington 

Mrs. M. Covington, widow of the late Dr. Covington, Senior 
medical officer. Eastern Province, came of an ancient and illus- 
trious family in the Eastern Province and was the most prominent 
and most respectable Tamil lady in the Province. She leaves 
behind five daughters and an only son, the youngest of her 
children. Her eldest daughter is married to Mr. C. C. Krishna- 
pillai, second clerk of the Batticaloa Kachcheri. Her second daugh- 
ter is the wife of Mr. R. W. Allegacoon, Police Magistrate of 
Chilaw ; the third daughter is married to Dr. A. Chinniah 
of Batticaloa, the fourth daughter to Mr. C. Ponniah, late salt 
storkeeper, Batticaloa and the fifth daughter to Mr. W. Ollegase- 
karam of the Batticaloa Kachcheri. Her only son, Mr. Victor 
Covington, is a planter, and the member of the Local Board, 
Batticaloa. Her grand-children number thirty five, and great grand 
children ivio:— Hindu Organ, 9th Nov, 1904. 

269 

Wiscborn Volk 

Mr. Volk was one of the educational pioneers of Jaffna, long 
and honourably connected with the Batticotta seminary. He is 
the grand-father of Mr. C. Perumalpillai of the firm of Perumal- 
pillai and Cheiliah, Proctors. 

270 

Bucket Pttmp 

Mr. S, T. Thomas of Vayavilan who has recently returned 
from the Straits on leave, has, with a view of redudng labour 
and facilitating irrigation, imported into Jaffna from London a 
new type of Pump called **Noria” or Bucket Pump. The Pump 
is adapted for well irrigation in the Peninsula i—ZTindif Organ, 
Jan. I8th, 1905. 
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IL W« Itvasp C H* G* 

This gentleman joined the Ceylon Civil Service in 1872, and 
after serving in various parts of the Island in different capacities, 
became Government Agent of this province in 1896^ succeeding 
Sir William Twynam. Everybody admitted Mr. levers* great 
abilities as an administrator, and his keen intelligence to under- 
stand men and things. But the expectations, formed of him by 
the public at the time he assumed the Government Agency of 
of this Province, were not fully realized, and the general verdict 
has been that he was not a great success as the head of this 
Province. His hobby was the horse-breeding experiment in the 
Island of Delft, which has been the means of causing immense 
injury to the interests of the poor people of that Island. It 
must be said to his credit that he was a warm advocate of 
Irrigation in the Vannies, where he spent the greater part of his 
time on circuit* The Karachi works and others which are being 
restored or completed in the Province during the last few years, 
are the fruits of Mr. levers* strenuous advocacy in the cause of 
Irrigation in the Province:— Organ. 22nd Feb. 1905. 

272 

Alfred. C. Tampoe 

Mr. Alfred Tampoe, the youngest son of Mr. T. M. Tampoe, 
retired Police Magistrate of Jaffna, proceeded to England in 1898 
as University scholar from St. Thomas College and had a brilliant 
University career, having passed the Mathematical Tripos of 
Cambridge with credit. He is the first Ceylonese who has achieved 
success in the Indian Civil Service Examination Organ, 

5th Oct. 1904. 
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Salt Hanttfactfire 

Salt has been manufactured at the salt-pans at Uppar from 
time immemorial* We do not know if any historical record exists 
to show when and under what circumstances the manufacture 
commenced. But there is no doubt that it was going on under 
the Dutch. From time immemorial, a section of the people of 
Chiviatieru has been the ma^iufacturers and they are of the 
Chivia caste, with a sprinkling of ^^ple from other castes.-^Kovia 
and Vellale. The Government have a monopoly of the salt The 
manufacturers are bound to sell the salt to Government at prices 
fixed by Government But before Government made it a monopoly 
the manufactures used to take and sell the salt in different 
villages in the District. In the year 1885 the manufacturers were 
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made to take out licencea before entming upon their operatioiia;— 
/fiimfM Organ, 250, Stpt 1907. 

274 

N. Edinrinsingbe 

Mr. S. Nicholas Edirvirasinghe^ was the popular Postmaster of 
Vannarponne. His amiable disposition and punctuality in the dis- 
charge of his duties have won for him great esteem and much 
regard in Vannarponne Organ, 28tk Feb. 1906. 

275 

Dr. Thomson. H. B. etc. (Ed). 

This eminent Doctor was attached to the Manipay hospital 
for the last six months. During his stay here, he has effected 
radical cures in several complicated cases which were pronounced 
as hopeless. By his transfer, Jaffna loses one of the best doctors 
that it has ever seen:— The Hindu Organ, 28th Feb. 1906, 
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Dr. C To Mills 

This gentleman, who was a very popular Doctor in this penin- 
sula, was for some years connected with the Jaffna F. N. S. 
Hospital as its first Dispenser or Resident Surgeon. Resigning this 
position, he took service under the American Mission and was 
the means of training hundreds of medical students for service 
as medical Practitioners throughout the Island and in the Straits; — 
Hindu Organ, 2nd May, 1906. 
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P. Coomaraswamy 

In the death of Mr. P. Coomaraswamy, late member of the 
Legislative Council of Ceylon, the Ceylonese have lost one of 
their most trusted leaders, and the Tamils of Ceylon^ a foremost 
member of their community. The Ceylon Observer has truly said 
in its obituary notice of this gentleman that **n6t for several 
years has the Tamil community suffered such heavy blow as 
that which has just befallen them in the death of Mr. Ponnam- 
palam Coomaraswamy.’* Mr. Coomaraswamy was bom on the 7th 
Dec. 1849. He was the eldest of the well known and distinguished 
three brothers. His father was the late Ponnampala Mudaliyar 
who, in his day, commanded great influence in Colombo, having 
been one of the earliest Tamil settlers in the metropolis and 
haying been once assistant to the Government Agent at the Colombo 
Kachcheri. Mr. Coomaraswamy ’s mother was the only sister of 
the late distinguished Tamil Knight, Sir M. Coomaraswamy and 
daughter of Coomaraswamy Mudaliyar who was the first Tamil 
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member of the .Legislative Council. 'The three brothers/’ as Mr. 
Coomaraswamy and his brothers were called, occupied a unique 
position in Ceylon. They were each and all admittedly head and 
shoulders above their compeers among the Tamils, and even in 
the case of the other communities in Ceylon, no three brothers 
ever rose to such eminent and commanding position as occupied 
by Messrs Coomaraswamy, Ramanathan and Arunachalam 
Organ, 13th June, 1906. 
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S. Pedro^nai 

Bom in April 1836, Mr. Pedropillai was a little over seventy 
when he died. After studying in the Jaffna Boys’ Seminary, now 
St. Patrick’s College, Mr. Pedropillai became a member of the 
teaching staff along with the late Bros. Byrne and Brown and 
Mr. W. Santhiagopillai. He was next employed by the late Father 
Bonjean, late Archibishop Metropolitan of Colombo, as one of his 
secretaries. He was subsequently employed as a clerk in the 
Civil Medical Department, Matale. The chief occupation of his 
life, since then, was the management of a Bakery, the oldest and 
most successful enterprise of the kind in Jaffna which he started 
soon after his marriage with the daughter of Mr. Anthony Tiru* 
Chelvam* Mr. Pedropillai took a lively interest in all public 
movements and contributed liberally to all enterprises that called 
for assistance and support. He also took a keen interest in St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Library and was a member of the Friend in-need 
Societsr’s Hospital Committee. Mr. Pedropillai was a prominent 
figure in all social gatherings and there was perhaps no one that 
honoured invitations with such scrupulous care as Mr. Pedropillai, 
and visiting the sick was a duty of love that he never missed; — 
St, Patrick's Annual. 

Mr. Pedrupillai was granted a Silver Medal at the Agricultural 
and Industrial exhibition held in Jaffna in 1889 under the Presidency 
of Sir William Twynam for the excellent bread and biscuits 
turned out by his bakery which is now managed by his son, Mr. 
P. Christopher, who is held in great esteem by the public of 
Jaffna for his honesty, punctuality and fair dealing. 
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Dr. A. B. Santiago 

Dr. Santiago was the son of the late A. MudaliySr Santiago- 
pillai, Maniagar of Jaffna, and received his early education in 
the Jaffna Boys’ Seminary. He then proceeded to India where he 
joined the Madras Presidency College. In 1873 he joined the Cey- 
lon Medical College, and won a Government Scholarship. Dr. 
Santiago’s first appointment wae to the Kandy Hospital in 1877. 
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He was acting Colonial surgeon of Jaffna when cholera broke out 
at Point Pedro, and he took such effective measures to check the 
^read of the epidemic, that he received a letter from His Ex* 
cellency the Governor, thanking him for his services on the oc- 
casion. His services, while in charge of the Convict Establishment, 
were so much appreciated by Government, that he was sent on 
a special mission to South India to study the medical system 
obtaining in the prisons there. Dr. Santiago paid two visits to 
England, and availed himself of his two trips tp Europe to see 
men and things. At the Capital of Christendom, he had the rare 
privilege of an audience with his Holiness Pope Pius IX. On the 
previous occasion, he had been to Rome and seen His Holiness 
Pope Leo xiii ; — St, Patrick's Annual. 
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E. Balasingham 

Mr. Balasingam is the only son of the late Mr. Kathiravet- 
pillai. Police Magistrate of Kayts. He is of quiet and unobtru- 
sive habits, well conversant with law and highly popular. He is 
possessed of great abilities and high character;— i/iitdii Organ, 
July 24, 1907. 
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James fl. Hartyn 

Mr. James Martyn, the well-known townsman, was, for several 
years. Editor of the Jaffna Catholic Guardian, He was of a re- 
tiring disposition and did not therefore figure so prominently be- 
fore the general public as his great talents entitled him to do. 
He was one of the best products of the English education in the 
East and in him was found a happy combination of the West 
and the East He was a most versatile writer of English and 
his style was always admired. He was at the same a great ad- 
mirer of Tamil literature and always tried to promote its study. 
It is not easy to replace a man of Mr. Martyn’s intelligence, 
intellect and research, and Jaffna is much the poorer for the loss 
of such a distinguished citizen. He was the eldest son of the 
late Mr. Henry Martyn, well-known in his day as a scholar and 
literary man:— Hindu Organ, October 2, 1907. 

Mr. James Henry. Martyn was the elder son of the late Mr 
Henry Martym the distinguished scholar and tutor who for many 
years held with great acceptance and efficiency the post of Gener- 
al Storekeeper, Jaffna. Young Martyn received his first lessons in 
Englirii from the late Mrs. O. Flanagan, mother of the late la- 
mented Father P. O. Flanagan, o. M. i.. Director of St. Joseph's 
Orphanage and Manager of Schools. He was next a pupil of the 
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late Mr. William Kevins^ whose scholarly attainments are too 
well known to need comment. On the death of his father he 
joined St. John’s Chundikiily, where he was a class-mate of that 
other distinguished scholar, Mr. Lewis Williams, Inspector of schools, 
India. His subsequent scholastic career was confined to the Jaff- 
na Boys' Seminary, now St. Patrick's College, which Institution 
was then in charge of those illustrious pioneers of Catholic Edu- 
cation in Jaffna, the Rev. Brothers Conway and Dowling, the 
latter of whom the deceased has so faithfully and effectually por- 
trayed in the admirable sketch published in the St. Patrick's an- 
nual of 1906. Among his class-m^tes were Mr. L. Manuel, our 
much respected Assistant Inspector of schools, Mr. S. Abraham, 
retired Headmaster of St. Patrick’s College, now being seriously 
ill at Narantanai, Kayts, Mr. C. Kavanagh, Mr. Ribeira and the 
late Mr. Joseph Muttutamby, Headmaster. St James' School, Kara- 
yoor, Mr. Francis Boudewyn, Record-keeper, District Court, Jaffna, 
and Mr. B. J. Tisseverasinghe Interpreter, Police Court, Chava- 
kachcheri. In 1868, Mr. Martyn was appointed a teacher in St 
Joseph's Orphanage when this Institution was under the manage- 
ment of the late illustrious Dr. Christopher Earnest Bonjean o, M. 
1., then a priest, who was not slow to discover Mr. Martyn's rare 
capabilities, and did not fail in time to give tangible proof of 
his r^ard and affection. For some seven years Mr. Martyn was 
a teacher at St. Patrick’s College and such of his pupils as are 
yet living can testify to the thorough grasp he had of every sub- 
ject that he taught, and the tact and skill with which he instilled 
knowledge into the minds of his youthful charge. In the early 
seventies he was an Inspector of schools under the Catholic Mis- 
sion. In 1877 he was placed on the staff of the "Jaffna Catholic 
Guardian” which was then being edited by the late lamented Fa- 
ther M. A. Murphy. Some few years later he was sent as a 
teacher to St. Michael’s School, Batticaloa, but he did not remain 
there long. On his return to Jaffna, he resumed connection with 
this paper which he had, however, subsequently to give up owing 
to certain untoward circumstances. He then took up the manage- 
ment of the "Ceylon Patriot”, which paper he edited for nearly 
five years. His last connection with the "Catholic Guardian ' was 
the longest unbroken period in his jouxnalistic career, which ill- 
ness forced him to close about a yAu: ago. Mr. Martyn enjoyed 
a well-merited reputation as a writer of English. He had a re- 
markable command of the language and wrote with ^eat facili- 
ty and precision. He was a devourer of books, and a close stu. 
dent of contemporary history. He had a most capacious memory 
and might well be called an Encydope^a of information of all 
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sorts of subjects. The public know better than we can tell with 
what ability Mr. Martyn conducted this paper while he was its 
sole Editor. One great achievement that must be laid to the cre- 
dit of his able pen was the abolition of the horse-breeding esta- 
blishment at Delft. Mr. Martyn was of an extremely retiring dis- 
position, but his services were in such great demand for drafting 
petitions, memorials and addresses that he was in constant touch 
with all sorts and conditfons of people. I'wo interesting publica- 
tions brimming over with valuaMe information regarding men and 
things are his Life of the late Mr. C. Kathiravetpillai, Police Ma- 
gistrate of Kayts, published some time ago, and a Biography of 
his own distinguished father, printed at this press and distifbuted 
among his close relations and friends shortly beiore ms deatn- 
Mr. Martyn was, besides, a ready speaker and had always aaeal 
to say that was new and interesting. He was also a good Tamil 
scholar able to speak and write the language with elegance and 
accuracy. An ikiportant lecture delivered by Mr. Martyn was one 
on “Duty,” a copy of which was- sent to the then Director of 
Public Instruction and elicited high encomium. The disease which 
cut off a most precious life in the midst of an exceptionally use- 
ful career was a pulmonary disorder contracted some two years 
ago C Guardian, OcU 5th 1907, 
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C Tiitmayakarastf, Advocate 

Mr. Tirunavakarasu was the son of Mr. Cartikesar, employed 
for many years in the minor Courts at Jaffna. He was educated 
at the Wesleyan Central College, Jaffna, and at the Royal College, 
Colombo, where his class-mates were Mr. B. W. Bawa and Mr. 
C. M. Fernando of the Metropolitan Bar and Dr. H. M. Fernan- 
do of the Civil Medical • Department. He passed as an Advocate 
in 1892. Fqr a few years he practised at the Colombo Bar. In 
1896, he married the eldest daughter of Dr. W. G. Rock wood, and 
one or two years afterwards removed to Jaffna with Mrs. Tinina- 
vakarasu. Mr. Tirunavakarasu had a good practice at Jaffna, took 
a leading p^^rt in public movements, and in various ways endear- 
ed himself to the people:— ///ifdfi Organ, Oct, 20th 1907, 
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Samarasisglte 'Modaliyar 

This gentleman, tlie Superintendent of Post Offices, Jaffna, was 
undoubtedly one of the ablest and most popular of the heads of 
the local Post and Telegraph Offices. Being a most capable and 
coBSCientous officer and endowed with great qualities of head and 



288 


heart, he was deservedly held in high esteem by the Government 
and loved and respected by the public Organ, Nov, 13th 

1907. 
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Ceylon Dinner in England 

The Ceylon dinner in England brings together all Ceylonese 
young men who are at that time residents in the British Isles as 
also such Britishers, retired officials and others, as have the wel- 
fare of the Ceylonese at heart and sympathise with their aspira- 
tions. The function affords an opportunity for the sons of Cey- 
lon scattered over in different parts of Great Britain and Ireland 
not only to become acquainted with each other but also to venti. 
late the grievances of their country in England before the British 
public:— /ffndM Organ, 29th Jan. 1908. 
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AvirampUIii Paiikariar 

Avirampillai (as well as his brother Parikari Vythimuttu of 
Piravukalkudiyiruppu) commanded a very lucrative practice in 
Jaffna Town. His services were in such demand that at all hours 
of the day and night, his house would be besieged by patients. 
As a physician, he was very successful. He had an only daughter, 
who married the late Mr. John Nicholas, chief clerk of the Dis- 
trict Court of Jaffna;—/. G. 
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TbamtKipillai Palaver 

Philip Thambapillai was a popular native physician and poet. 
He was in great demand by the poor who had great confidence 
in him. He was an expert in diagnosing cases by the pulse. As 
a poet, he was the author of the “Kanagasabai Nadagam,’* a po- 
pular drama ; and he composed various 9 ther poems and contri- 
buted to other Nadagams especially the 'Tadai Veddu’\ He was 
known as a man of ready wit; and though not a great scholar, 
he was able to produce pieces of cutting sarcasm or ready wit 
on the spur of the moment. The late Messrs J. P. and F. P. 
Vannitamby were his step-brothers:—/. G. 
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Artists and Artisans of Jaffna ^ 

ttQffitutStLijrTgjinh urffffilt^uuLiL^&jiT u9io. Qtaih/difl 

* Qgaipajo. ^ujppuutlL» fifiQiuo 

0«sia<7fuinf uStfcyciB aBiuULi4(giff(upf. Qojihw 
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QujfrQsuLf sihuSfu^fijb (BmiA04fiOuji>jft 

S^QavutSujirttffi^ aeeJimmuuLLi^m/if. wihui^ s^i^Omitst 

(iSp flirir. ptiQuut^irthdlm^ Quirm ^ufwasriEi^m O# 

djQi0^ QuQff^ULjjbp&tn. 

usa^hawaSiu tk>&pp snp^QuLHsku^ir Ou(ndusii U4mc,pp^n : — 

M, F. 
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Atthothayam 

^00Qp(ipiJlC ^0 d)9(?#L./1t<7«lr. ^jprujfl miQ^A^P 

jj^sQsir^pfftji GopiDit^pjd^ 9 ^^QfftiSpjpidOifiQaji^iSO (^4^iudr 
eSjUunfiQjjff^ttsak^u^ear vJisp 

0jrp^irpp!^'o Si^siutjurpmt, ^!§ainafi^ sw^sr^ih 

PQfLDth Qpp^Sitjm QstLpnmi €!ii:Q^L.Qu>^ujfi jieitmird:^ 
Th€ Coronation Dictionary. 
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Dr« S. Sinnappoo 

Dr. S. Sinnappoo, grandson of the late Mandalanayaka Muda* 
liyar of Chunnakam, was a favourite student of Dr. Green. He 
was by his profession and other ways very serviceable to his 
friends and relations. His eldest son, Or. Mantkam is holding a 
high appointment under Government in Perak Hindu Organ, March, 
18th, 1908, 


S. Sldamparapillai 
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Mr. Sldamparapillai was the only son of the late Mr. S. Sa- 
ravanamuttu, who was Udaiyar of Vanaarponne East, and was 
also Acting Manis^ar of Jaffna at the time of his death. He was 
brother-in-law of Mr. A. Chelliah, the present Udaiyar of Vannar- 
ponne East. Mr. Sidamparapillai received a good education and 
was married to a sister of Mr. A. Sabapathy, Member Local 
Board, Jaffna; Organ, March 25th, 1908, 
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The laffna Catholic Club 

This Club— the Home of the Old Boys of St. Patrick’s Col- 
lege- -is the development and perfection of St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Library. The object of the Club is to bring the former students 
of the College into closer touch with one another and stimulate 
them to Catholic endeavour and offer them all the advantages 
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of a refined social as well as intellectual life on Catholic princi- 
ples and in a Catholic atmosphere:— Special Edition, April 
17, 1914. 
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A. Ongsbory 

Mr. Appukutty Kingsbury, late Professor of Mathematics in 
the Jaffna College, was the father of Mr. T. K. Sinnatamby, b. 

A. , Asst. Professor of Mathematics, Jaffna College. He was the 
father-in-law of Mr. S. Veeraswamypillai, b. a.. Professor of Math- 
hematics in the Jaffna Hindu College and a brother of the late 
Rao Bahadur C. W. Thamotharampillai, B. A., B. L., and Mr. C. 
W. Chinnappapillai, retired P. W. Supervisor:— Hindu Organ, April, 
22, 1908. 
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C* Coonuriah Mitdaliyar 

Mr. Coomariah, the retired Registrar of Lands, Jaffna, was 
a very capable and conscientious officer. He belonged to an in- 
fluential family in Mannar:— /ftnda Organ, June 10th, 1908. 
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B. SantiagopiUal. Proctor 

By the death of Mr. Benjamin Sanjiagopillai, a land mark has 
been removed. Mr. Santiagopillai will be best remembered as the 
Nestor of the Jaffna Bar and a most capable and successful cri- 
minal lawyer. As a mark of respect to the memory of the de- 
ceased, who had practised as a lawyer in the local courts for 
forty-five years, the District Court and the Police Court were 
clos^ for half a day. He was the eldest son of the late Aras- 
nilaiyidda Mudaliyar Santiagopillai, and broths of Mr. A. S. 
Nicholas, retired chief clerk of the minor Courfb, Point Pedro and 
of the late Dr. A. B, Santiago, Assistant Colonial Surgeon. Born 
on Feb. 17th, 1837, young Santiagopillai received his early edu- 
cation at the Chundicully Seminary and then joined St. Thomas 
College, Colombo, from which Institution he graduated, during the 
time of Mr. J. Bailey. In 1861, he articled himself under Barris- 
ter, Mr. C. Stewart He passed his examination as a Proctor 
and returned to Jaffna in 1863. In 1865 he married Muttamma, 
the only daughter of the late Aseerwatl^pi Mudaliyar and Interpreter 
of the Jaffna Kachcheri, the largest landed proprietor in Jaffna. Mr. 
Santiagopillai was a prominent member of the Jaffna Railway 
Committee and was one of those who formed the memorable de- 
putation headed by the very Revd. Father C. H. Lytton, which 
waited on His Excellency Sir Arthur Havelock in Colombo^ to pray 
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for the extension of the Railway to Jaffna. Mr. Santiagopillai 
leaves behind five sons and two daughters, among the former be- 
ing Dr. Richard S. Santiago, Medical Officer, Mantota:--/. C. 
Guardian, Sept 8th 1908. 
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S* fl. Rajakariar 

Mr. Saverimuttu Manuelpillai Rajakariar, a leading merchant 
and landed proprietor of the Town, was engaged largely in the 
tobacco trade and also took part in the salt and arrack rents and 
had risen to great eminence and position. He was well-known in 
Colombo as the proprietor of the charity box cigar boutique at 
Kayman’s Gate. He was a member of the Catholic Church and 
always took a prominent part in all functions of the Church:— 
Ceylon Patriot, Oct. 16th 1908. 
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A. Hoisington 

Mr, Hoisington was the last Gilcherist scholar of Ceylon, who 
travelled in Europe and America and spent 8 years in practical 
Engineering in the latter country. He is possessed of rare quali- 
fications in the science of engineering:—/. C Gmrdian, March 20, 
1909. 
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Dr. Rockwood 

Dr. Rockwood was a most skilful and distinguished physician 
and had by rare ability proved himself '*the greatest surgeon in 
the East.'* His reputation was not confined to Ceylon or the 
adjacent continent, but had extended far beyond the seas to Great 
Britain, where he won the esteem of such eminent members of 
the medical profession as Dr. Marcus Beck, Dr. Charles Stoiiham, 
Dr. J. Bland Sutton. Sir Thomas Barlow, Lord Lister, and Sir 
Frederick Treves. Dr. Rockwood had also done good service as a 
member of the Legislative Council. William Gabriel Rockwood 
was born in Jaffna on March 16th 1843. He was the second of 
the four children of the late Mr. Elisha Rockwood, Sub-Collector 
of Customs and a well-known mathematician. On his obtaining 
the degree of Dr. of Medicine* of the University of Madras, a 
member of the Board of exapiiners paid him the following rare 
compliment:— I have lately ha/d, on behalf of the Madras Univer- 
sity to examine a man of the name of Rockwood. from Ceylon, 
for the Degree of Dr. of medicine, and certainly was quite unpre- 
pared to meet a candidate for medical honours of this country so 
remarkably proficient. I fully believe that in any English or 
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Scotch University he would have carried the highest honours:- 
/• C. Guardian, April 3rd, 1909. 
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H. Nalliah 

Mr. M. Nalliah was the son of Muthalitamby Hay, who was 
the chief Government Surveyor of the Northern Province during 
the time of Mr. Dyke. Mr. Nalliah was educated in the Chundi^ 
cully Seminary and passed out as a licensed surveyor 35 years 
ago. Following surveying as a private practitioner, he set himself 
up in business and became the prince of paper merchants in 
Jaffna. Mr. Nalliah was happy in his children and had the pleas- 
ure of seeing his two elder sons, T. R. and R. R. Nalliah and 
his son in-law practising as lawyers with acceptance to the pub- 
lic. Ibid. Mr. Nalliah ’s third son. Dr. N. R. Nalliah, M. R. c. s., 
t. R. c. p., and S. London was appointed Resident Suigeon* Wes* 
tern General Dispensary, London, in March, 1916. 
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A. Mailvagmm 

Mr. Mailvaganam was rightly styled '*the Laird of Copay*’ on 
account of his high connection and the possession of extensive 
landed properties in Jaffna. His father was at one time offered a 
seat in the Legislative Council of Ceylon, the highest honour a 
man of his position could aspire to. Mr. Mailvaganam was a J. 
P. and Unofficial Police Magistrate. He was one of the Cham- 
pions of the Railway to the North and of the agitation for the 
better management of the Jaffna F, N. S. Heposses.scd amiable 
qualities which endeared him to every one:—/ C. Guardian, Sept. 
11th 1909. 
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S. Chinniah 

Mr. Supramaniar Chinniah, Maniagar of Jaffna, was originally 
employed in the Public Works’ Department and subsequently 
joined the Colombo Municipality, as an assessor. He was Mania- 
gar of Jaffna for two years. 
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C Strantenborgh 

Mr. Charles Strantenburgh wa% well and widely known as a 
Proctor of the District Court of Jaffna and a Notary Public. He 
was remarkably successful in the practice of both professions. He 
was the leader of the Catholic Burgher Community. He was one 
of the Members of the Committee appointed to organise the Jaffna 
Catholic Library and it was certainly a strange coincidence, that 
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he departed this life the very day that the Catholic Library 
celebrated its twenty fifth anniversary. He was associated with 
the late Mr. Adv. Mutukistna, In the compilation of theTesawa- 
lamai and was for many years a Member of the Provincial Road 
Committee and of the F. N. Society and Secretary of the Jaffna 
Railway Committe;— y. C. Guardian^ 18 Sept 1909. 
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K. SivasamfHK) 

Mr. Sivasamboo was a son of Kathirithamby Mudaliyar, Mani- 
agar of Valigamam North in the nineties, a nephew of the late 
Proctor Mailvaganam and a son-in-law of Dr. Harward Sinnatan^by 
and a brother-in-law of Mr, S. Thuraiappah, Notary Public:-—/. C, 
Guardian^ 30th Oct. 1909. 
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T. Nagalinga Mtidaliyar 

Taivar Nagalingam was well known as one of the wealthiest 
merchants, shipowners and landed proprietors of Point Pedro. It 
was his public spirit and munificence that determined Govern- 
ment to honour him with the title of Mudaliyar C. Guardian, 
Dec, 4th, 1909. 
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Jaffna Local Board Election, 1909 

The contesting candidates in this election were Messrs A. 
Cathiravelu, Proctor, s. c., A. Sapapathy, Editor, Hindu Organ, S. 
Thambiahpillai, Proctor, s. c., and Joseph Cherubim, Steamer Agent. 
Fr, Boury's vote being rejected by Mr F. H. Price on the deci- 
sion of Mr. V. Casipillai, the legal adviser of the Board, Mr. 
Cherubim gave up his candidature as advised by his agent, Adv. 
H. A. P. Sandrasagara. The three sitting members were then 
declared duly elected;—/. C- G. 
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M* Selvatambo 

Mr. Selvatambo belongs to a respectable and well-known family 
of Mullaitivu. Some of his relations have held and are holding 
the post of minor headman in the District. The father and 
grand-father of Mr. Selvatambo were land owners and farmers. 
Mr. Selvatambo himself is one of the largest landed proprietors, 
owning estates, fields, gardens and houses at Mullaitivu and Jaffna, 
and rubber and coffee estates in the F. M. S. He is at present 
employed in the P. W. Department under the Government of the 
Straits, where he is held in great esteem as a steady and efficient 
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officer. He takes a keen interest in all social movements and 
has contributed largely to charitable and philanthropic objects. 
In 1904 Mr. Selvatambo married Mary Beatrice, the eldest daughter 
of Mr. M. M. Puvirajasinghe:— Af. S. 
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Lopez Hantfcl 

Mr. Manuel was born in 1849 and received his education at 
the Jaffna Boys' Seminary. He passed the Cambridge Examina- 
tion in 1866, topping the list of candidates in the whole Island. 
He was appointed teacher at his Alma Mater in 1867 and in 1881 
became Government Sub-Inspector of schools:— Sf. Patricks Annual 
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S. BastiainpilU 

Mr. Saverimuttu Bastiampillai of Karampen, more familiarly 
known as Sivalaiyar from his fair complexion, came of an in- 
fluential family of Karampen and maintained to the last a name 
and prestige that pointed him out as the foremost man in the 
place. A typical specimen of the old time land-lord, his residence 
was always a scene of contentment and cheerfulness and no one 
called on him but felt it a pleasure to partake of his hospita- 
lity. He married twice. By his second bed, he had five daugh- 
terSk the eldest of whom married the late Mr. P. Amedius, 
Chief Clerk, Land Office, Parit Buntar, Perak;—/. C. G. 

308 

G. Povirajasiiiglie 

Mr. Gabriel Robert Puvirajasinghe, Clerk. Irrigation Depart- 
ment, Anuradhapura, took to his bed with a stroke of paralysis, 
and in five days was no more. He was a very capable officer 
and throughout his whole term of office enjoyed the regard and 
confidence of all his superiors. He was specially commended for 
work done in connection with the Maha lilupalama scheme. He 
took the keenest interest in all Catholic movements and especi- 
ally the Catholic Mission at Anuradhapura. Mr. Robert was 
a scion of one of the most respectable families of the town of 
Jaffna, being the second son of the late Mr. Proctor Gabriel 
Puvirajasinghe. In July 1903 Mr*. Puvirajasinghe married Re- 
becca, a grand daughter of the fhte Markupillai Gnanapragasam, 
the influential and popular Moopu of St. Mary’s Cathedral, Jaffna: — 
/. C. Guardian, 25th June, 1910, 
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Casket presented to Sir Henry HcCaUom 

The casket in which the address of the Jaffna public was 
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presented to H. E. Sir Henry McCallum was a fine specimen of 
artistic workmanship. It was made of silver, cylindrical in form 
with a golden lotus flower in each end. In the centre, was 
embossed in gold plate an adaptation of the Royal Coat-of arms 
to suit the general significance of the occasion— a Purana 
Kumba, the Hindu symbol of prosperity being prominent in its 
centre. The body of the casket, on each side of the central 
design, was engraved in dull glow with four tobacco leaves. It 
is a lofty idea most happily conceived by its author, to depict 
the great advantage to our prosperity (symbolised by the Purana 
Kumba, accruing solely by our connection with the Great British 
Empire) symbolised by the coat-of-arms in the centre,, as instanced 
in the recent release of the Jaffna Tobacco industry from a cata- 
strophe. Mr. A. Mootootambipillai of Navalar Kotam, the author 
of this design, is to be congratulated and great credit is also 
due to Mr. Suppiah Patter, the skilful goldsmith of Vannarponne, 
who most faithfully and with rare artistic ability executed it:— 
Hindu Organ, Aug. 10th 1910. 
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V. Anunagam 

Mr. Arumugam is the elder brother of Mr. V, Casipillai, 
Crown Proctor of Jaffna, and father of Mr. A. Cathiravelu, 
Proctor, Supreme Court, and member. Local Board, and of Mr. 
A. Canagaratnam, Proctor, s. c., and Editor and Proprietor of the 
**Ceylon Patriot.” The late Dr. A. Ponnampalam, M. B. c. M., also 
was one of the sons of the deceased gentleman :—//fndK Organ, 
Oct. 19th 1910. 
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Joacliim N. Sandrasegra 

Mr. J. N. Sandrasegra was the son of Nicholas Mudlr., and 
nephew of Chevalier Savcrimuttu Mudlr. After graduating from 
the Jaffna Boys’ seminary he joined the Government Factory. In 
1869 he was appointed superintendent of Minor Works, Jaffna. 
He did very valuable Service for the Road Committee and built 
several of the Rest-houses and public markets of the Province:— . 
67. Patrick's Annual. 

H, A. P. and J. N. Sandrasagara, Advocates, are his sons and 
his only daughter, Gertrude, is the wife of Mr. J. H. Vanniasin- 
gam, Barrister, the leader of the Jaffna Bar. 
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Dr. Kailasapillai 

Dr. Kailasapillai served Government for upwards cf 33 years 
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in Jaffna, Chavagachcheri, Mullaitivu and Kangasanturai. He was 
Asst. Col. Surgeon for some years in Jaffna. Mr. Proctor C. Perumal- 
pillai, of Colombo, Drs, S. Thuraiappa, L. M. s. and C. Sivasitham- 
param, l. m. s. are his sons-in-law:— /f. O. 
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Dr* V* Httttttktsmartt 

Dr. Muttukumaru was the son of the late Mr. Vytianather, 
Udaiyar of Anaicottai. C. M. Sinniah Mudlr. Shroff of the Jaffna 
Kachcheri, is a cousin of the deceased gentleman. Dr. Muttu- 
kumaru was employed as a Government Medical Officer. His 
eldest son, Mr. V. S. Muttukumaru is Head Clerk of the Matala 
Kachcheri ^nd Mr. V. M. Muttukumaru is the energetic Secre- 
tary of the Jaffna Local Board:— //indw Organ, Nov, 9th 1910^ 
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C* Brito 

Mr. Brito was a prominent figure in Ceylon till he retired 
into private life some years ago, having been leader of the Bar 
and acted as Deputy Queen's Advocate and District Judge of 
Batticalao. Mr. Brito was a great Tamil Scholar:— Hindfi Organ 
December 1910, 
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J. M« Varanakolasinghe- 

Mr. Varanakulasinghe was the son of Manuel Varanakulasinghe, 
shipping Agent, Pesalai and Vangalai— He was Adigar of Manthai 
for many years and commanded the greatest respect;— Sf. Fatnck*s 
Ammal, 
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M. N. Simuppah 

Mr. M. N. Sinnappah belonged to a respectable family at 
Moolai, his uncle being the late Mr. S. Canagaretne Mudaliyar, 
the founder of the Chuiipuram English school, and one of his 
cousins being Mr. C. M. Chellappah, the manager of the Victoria 
College.! He was a very successful contractor of Works in the 
Straits Settlements. He was equally enterprising in Kurunegala 
and Jaffna. In Jaffna he was able to leave behind him the Inu- 
vil Hosipal and the Ridgeway "Memorial Hall as monuments of 
his skill and energy. Mr. Sinnappah also interested himself in 
the agitation for the Northern Railway. In 1908 H. £. the Gov- 
ernor McCallum was invited by Mr. Sinnappah to Moolai where 
specimens of Jaffna workmanship, art and industry were exhibit- 
Hindu Organ February, 15,1911, 
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Dr. NaHamma Horogasan 

Dr. Nallamma Murugasan returned to Jaffna from England on 
the 31st May, 1911, after obtaining the degrees of L. R. C. 
P. and S. (Edin.) L. F. P. andS. (Glas) andL. M. (Dublin). She 
was given a brilliant and unique reception at the Railway sta- 
tion, and an address was read to her by Mrs. Evarts, wife of 
Dr. Evarts, at her family residence and a purse presented in token 
of public regard;— Organ. 
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S. Poniampalam. Proctor:— 

This veteran Proctor was the son of the late Mr. Sinnakud- 
dy, one of the earliest and richest Proctors of Jaffna. Having 
been stricken blind, Mr. Ponnampalam was obliged to give up his 
extensive practice Orga% June 21, 1911- 
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R. W* AUagacoen 

Mr. R. AUagacoen began official life as a minor clerk in the 
Batticaloa Kachcheri with a salay of Rs. 15. per mensem. He 
passed the clerical examination in 1879. He was next appointed 
Kachcheri Mudaliyar of Trincomalie. Sir West Ridgeway selected 
him for the subordinhte Civil Service, now called its Local Di- 
vision. He was Police Magistrate of Kaltura, Chilaw, Kayts and 
Point Pedro and Chavakachcheri. At the time of his death, he 
was in the receipt of Rs, 7,5(X), per annum. He was conferred 
the rank of Mudaliyar of the Governor’s Gate on the occasion of 
His Majesty’s Coronation;— H iWm Organ. 
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Cotonation Cdelnation in Jaffna 

The celebration in Jaffna of the Coronation of His Most Gra- 
cious Majesty George V was the heartiest and the most enthusi- 
astic function ever known here. Every house was decorated 
and illuminated in the best possible manner. The distribution of 
unboiled rice supplied by Mr. K. Vytilingam, the arrack renter, 
to the poor numbering over 5(X)0 persons at the District COurt 
premise^, was a sight worthy of the occasion. The Government Agent, 
Mr. Freeman, started the distribution by serving, with his own 
hand, one measure of rice and five cents to the first pauper. Cloth 
also was given at the Ridgeway Hall to about 1000 persons. Cor- 

88 
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onation Honors were conferred on Thambapillai Mudaliyar and 
Mr. R. W Allagcoen, P. M, of Pt Pedro and Chavakachcheri:'- 
Hindu Organ. 
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A. N. TlrochelTam 

Mr. A. N. Tiruchelvam was one of the best known business 
men of his day and keenly interested in all public movements. 
The eldest son of Mr. Anthony Tiruchelvam, a flourishing Timber 
Merchant of the early forties, young Tiruchelvam received his 
early education in the Old Jaffna Boy’s Seminary, now St Patrick’s 
College, and then proceeded to St. Joseph’s College, Negapatam, 
since transferred to Trichinopoli. On his return to Jaffna, he 
joined his father in business and after his father’s, death great- 
ly enlarged his activities, adding to the timber trade extensive 
business in copra, cigars, beche^de-mer etc. and even going in for 
planting, in which he enjoyed much success:— 5/. Patrick*s annual. 
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VaUiparam. Tea Shop-keeper 

Mr. Vallipuram is well-known on account of his public bene- 
factions. The Ganga Chattram in the Grand Bazaar, the Bathing 
Ghat at Keerimalai and several costly wells in important centres, 
are monuments to Mr* Valllpuram’s munificence and generosity. 
It was he who first started tea and confectionery shops on a 
grand scale in Jaffna and his wealth was mainly acquired by this en- 
terprise:— Hindu OrgaUf September 20, 1911, 
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Kao Bahadur L C WiUiarnsRllai 

Rao Bahadur L. C, WilliamsPillai, b. a. was a distinguished 
Tamil gentleman who by his brilliant scholastic career, his cons- 
picuous official position in India, and the exemplary life he led, 
has brought honour and fame to his mother country of Jaffna. 
The following is abridged frbm an account by Mr. J. M. Hens- 
man, which appeared in the ^’Morning Star” of the 22nd Novem- 
ber, 1911. 

In JMr WiiUama wa<5 c^ptr^ui — a 

have not been found in any on^ man in the past history of 
Jaffna. He was naturally very highly gifted. That he was learn- 
ed goes without saying. His literary gifts were splendid. He was 
a mathematician of no mean order. He was professor of Philo- 
sophy and Ethics. In the Madras Educational Department he 
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rose to one of the highest positions open to a native of India or 
Ceylon. But what are any or all of these marks of distinction 
to compare with his open and generous nature, his kindness and 
consideration for all alike irrespective of rank or station, his un- 
tiring willingness to help, his wonderful patience and forbearance, his 
tolerance of human weakness and fraiU’>s, his ten-fold return in 
kind of the love of those who loved him, his ready forgiveness 
of even meanness and ingratitude and his deep self-sacrificing and 
abiding interest in the welfare of those beloved. He was the 
eldest son of the late Robert Williams, Headmaster of the Chun- 
diculi Seminary, now St. John's College. He was born on the 
27th February, 1853 and was 58 years and 9 months old. He 
was married in June 1879, to a- daughter of the late Rev. B. H. 
Rice. His eldest son. Dr. R. R. Williams M. R. c. s. and M. B. and 
C. M. (Madras) is Assistant Surgeon and Port Medical officer, at 
Tuticorin. His son-in-law, Mr. W. R. Watson, b. a. and B. sc. is 
Professor of Science and Mathematics in Trinity 0)llege, Kandy. 
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Kanagasabai 

Mr. Kanagasabai was a verjf popular and able native physi- 
cian. He came of a skilled medical family, being the grandson 
of the well-known native physician of linnavely, Mr. Chanmu- 
gam, and uncle of the late Mr. Muttutamby, who died recently 
in the Straits Settlements O. 
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M* Coomarasttrier 

Belonging to one of the highest and most illustrious Tamil 
families in Ceylon, possessed of Independent means as one of the 
largest landed proprietors in the Province, and endowed with great 
qualities of head and heart, Mr. Coomarasurier not only main- 
tained worthily the traditions and dignity of his family but also 
enjoyed in an eminent degree the esteem and regard of the 
authorities and the general public. Successive (k>vemment Agents 
from the time of Mr. P. A. Dyke to Mr. H. R. Freeman deserved- 
ly held Mr. Coomarasurier in the highest respect. Mr Cooma- 
rasurier married the elder daughter of the late Mr. S. Ambala- 
vanar. Police Magistrate of Kayts, and sister-in-law of the late 
Mr. A. Mailvaganam j. p., u. P. m. of Copay, and leaves behind, 
besides his widow, three sons and a daughter. His eldest son is Mr. 
MuttuCoomarasurier, the Maniagar of Vadamaradchy West, his 
second son is SivaCoomarasurier, Landed Proprietor, and the 
third son is Mr. Sathasiva Coomarasurier, student at law:— 
Hindu Organ, December, 27, 1911, 
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]>r« V. Saravanamttttts 

Dr. Saravanamuttu began hla English Alphabet at the age 
of . 16 and in 5 years was fit to commence his studies in the 
Ceylon Medical College. Another five years saw him a licenti- 
ate of the Medical College. At the age of 40 he had the cour- 
age to submit to an examination in Latin at the University of 
Durham, where a few months later, he graduated as M. D. No 
other Ceylon man has yet taken the Degree of M. D. of Dur- 
ham. Dr. Saravanamuttu had served Government in all parts of 
the Island. To the poor he was as kind and attentive as to 
their wealthier neighbours. He was never influenced in his treat- 
ment of cases by a consideration of fees. His eldest son, Dr. 
R. Saravanamuttu, who is an M. B. c. M. of Madras and is seeking 
further qualifications in England, will arrive here shortly to take 
up his fathers practice:~C 9 '/o/i Independent, January, 1912, 
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M* Swampillai 

Mr. Swampillai was one of the most popular and esteemed 
citizens of Jaffna. He had the advantage of a sound education. At 
an early age circumstances necessitated his taking charge of the 
business carried on by his father. He married Helen Ra^mmah, 
a sister of Mr. P. S. J. Chrysostom, Proctor S. C., by whom he 
had two children, a son and a daughter. Mr. Alfred Swampillai 
is his son. Hindu Organ, Feb, 21, 1912, 

Mr. Swampillai’s only daughter, Regina Stella Chellammah is 
married to Mr. Paul Rajaretnam, District Munsiff. 
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Allen Abraham 

Mr. Allen Abraham is a well-known professor of mathema- 
tics in the Jaffna College. His attainments in the vernacular are 
equally high. He has also attained to great proficiency in Astto- 
nomy. In 1912 he was elected a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical 
Society and he is the first Ceylonese to obtain this distinction. He 
is an example of humility to the cultivated classes of our com- 
munity;— A. B, 

The TiUnic 

The “Titanic” struck an iceberg in the Atlantic and sank doym. 
Mr. W. T. Stead, the eminent English journalist and the ^tor 
of Review of Reviews, and Colonel Astor, the most prominent 
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American financier were among those who lost their lives in the 
calamity:— Organ. 
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h P* Cooke 

The connection of Mr« Cooke with the Seminary College and 
High School has been almost continuous of nearly seventy years. 
He* graduated in the class of 1852. His life record is one of great 
earnestness and untiring activity in advancing the interests of 
Christian education and progress in the country:— Jaffna] College 
Miscellany. 
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Ramanathan's College 

The Hon. Mr. P. Ramanathan's College in Jaffna for the Hin- 
du girls accommodates 200 boarders. Day scholars are also ad- 
mitted. The buildings are arranged round an open courtyard 150 
feet square. A verandah skirts the square on all sides making a 
very pretty promenade within the College for the girls. It con- 
tains spacious dormitories and classrooms. The lavatory arrange* 
ments in the Northern and Southern wings are excellent. The 
dining rooms and kitchens are spacious. The grounds consist of 
25 acres situated in Uduvil, about a mile from the Chunnakam 
Railway Station. It is considered to be one of the finest buildings 
in North Ceylon: — Amicus, SpecuU Edition, April 1 7, 1912. 
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Dr* C Dotton 

Dr. C. Dutton was connected with the Jaffna Friend-In-Need 
Society for many years. He was one of the ablest and most 
successful physicians and surgeons in Jaffna. He did service that 
was greatly appreciated by the public:— Jaffna Catholic Guardian. 
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Broworigg Sattrdcalsinghe 

Mr. Sattrukalmnghe was the elder son of the late Sattrukal- 
singhe Mudaliyar Manuelpillai and a nephew of the late S. Mu- 
daliyar Aseervatha Mudaliyar of the Jaffna Kachcheri. His grand 
father was the late Don Caspar Sattrukalsinghe Mudaliyar, who 
during the last days of the Dutch rule in Ceylon, held the high 
ofiice of Chief Registrar for Jaffnapatam. His great grandfather, 
was Don Diogo Paramanatha Mudaliyar, a noteworthy chieftain 
and the younger brother of Don Diogo 8. Mudaliyar Kathirkama 
Pulavar, an ^exceptionally gifted physician and poet of his day. 
Mr. Sattrukalsinghe qualified himself as a Proctor in 1876» and 
practised his profession in Jaffna:—/, C Guardian, Feb. U1913. 
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A. Httdaliyar Sinnatamber 

Mr. Sinnatamber was a leading and influential landed pro- 
prietor of Alavetty. He was the father in-law of W. Mudaliyar 
Muttuvdupillai of Kanderodai and the only son of Rajakaria Sin- 
kai Ariya Ambalavana Mudaliyar, Mudaliyar of the Governor's 
Gate:—/, C. Guardian. 
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h N« Saverimtitttt 

Mr. James Nicholas Saverimuttu came of an ancient and 
highly respected Tamil family of Jaffna, the members of which 
have held offices of trust and responsibility under the Portuguese 
Dutch aiSd English rulers of Ceylon, and discharged their duties 
with such distinction as to receive various titles of honour and 
enjoy the esteem and confidence of the general public. From 
generation to generation their leaders and representatives have 
filled a large space in the eyes of their countrymen, partly by 
reason of their official position and influence and partly by the 
distinction they won in the field of literature as its professors 
and patrons. His grandfather, late Mr. Henry Martyn, the lead- 
ing land-owner and resident of the town of Jaffna, was a tutor, 
artist, preacher, journalist and Government storekeeper under the 
worthy Government Agent, Mr. Dyke. Moreover he was readily 
accepted as a member of the Royal Society 'Of Great Britain and 
Ireland for constructing two wonderful Terrestrial Globes in 1835. 
His uncle, the late Mr. James Ji. Martyn, the Editor of the “Jaff- 
na Catholic Guardian”, was considered as one of the cleverest wri- 
ters of idomatic English among his distinguished countrymen. Late 
Mr. Saverimuttu left no stone unturned to follow the foot prints 
which his ancestors have left on the sands of time. He received 
his education at St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna. In 1897 he was at- 
tached as an assistant clerk in the Central Irrigation Board and 
purely through meritorious service, when the Irrigation Depart- 
ment moved to Trincomalee, he rose as the chief correspondence 
clerk of the Department . At the time of his death he was hold- 
ing an enviable and responsible position at the Jaffna Ksichcheri. 
He succumbed to the dire malady of pneumonia; Afonffiig 
Leader, 

336 

A. Sav<rimo:ta 

Mr. A. Saverimuttu was Editor of the Jaffna Catholic Guar- 
dian from 1905. He had received an excellent classical formation 
at St. Martin’s Seminary and St Patrick’s College. His English 
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style was very chaste. Mr. Saverimuttu taught English and Latin 
classes at St Patrick’s College, till he took up the post of Editor 
of the Guardian, after Mr. James Martyn’s demise:—/. C, Guardian, 
Feb. 7, 1914. 
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F. Z. Nicholas 

Mr. Nicholas was the only son of the late Mr. Janies E. 
Nicholas, a well-known member of the legal profession and a 
grandson of the late Pibctor Velichorpillai Bastiampillai. Mr. Ni- 
cholas married Gertrude, the eldest daughter of Mr. S. M. Vander* 
koen. Office Assistant and Salt Inspector, Puttalam:— /. C. Gtiardtan 
July, 11, 1914. 
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C. S. Vaaghan 

Mr. Vaughan was such an efficient officer— gentlemanly, sym- 
pathetic and firm withal— he had begun to do excellent work — 
no less a work indeed than the proverbial cleansing of the au- 
gean stables— and his rule gave promise of a thorough improve- 
ment in the administration of the Province:—/. C. Guardian, Dec. 
19. 1914. 

339 

K. Chiimatamby 

Mr. Chinnatamby was at one time responsible for the reor- 
ganisation fif the Irrigation Revenue System in the North-Central 
Province. Transferred from that’ district to Mullaitivu as head 
clerk of the Kachcheri there for a short time, he was thence on 
the recommendation of Mr. Horsburgh transferred to Kaltura, to 
organise the distillery work. It is there he came under the notice 
of the Hon’ble the Colonial Secretary, the Colonial Auditor and 
the Excise Commissioner, all of whom praised Mr. Chinnatamby 
for the originality and the talents displayed in his work:—/ C. 
Guardian, Feb. 27, 1915. 
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Redamatioo, WorkKarayoor 

The number of prisoners employed on the reclamation work 
was nearly 400. An area of about 14,800 square yards had been 
reclaimed during the year 1914, bringing the total reclaimed area 
to about 54,800 square yards, which is over 11 acres in extent:— 
Report of Major A. De Wilson. 
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T> C. ChangaraPiUai 

Mr. ChangaraPiUai was a man who never shirked his duties 
and kept up thh dignity of his profession. He was 84 years old 
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and practised his profession for 51 years. He was Crown Proctoi 
for a considerable number of years and acted as Police Magis- 
trate many times:—/, C. Guardian, June 10, 1916, 
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Ratna Hailvaganam 

Mr. Mailvaganam, advocate, has been appointed Maniagar of 
Valigamam East This is the second time, in the annals of this 
island, that a member of the learned profession has been appoint- 
ed Chief Headman. The post of a Mudaliyar, Maniagar or an 
R. M., is a unique one in Ceylon, from which one could render 
real service to his country.:— Peoples Magazine, December 17, 
1916. 
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J, A. Tisseverasinghe 

Mr, Joseph Abraham Tisseverasinghe took a keen interest in 
all Church matters and the new church at Mandativu will ever 
stand as a living monument to his untiring labours in the Lord's 
vineyard. He was a gentleman highly esteemed for his honest 
and upright habits, loved for his charitable and loving disposition 
and respected for his paternal and friendly advice. He was 74 
years old and leaves behind a son, Mr. J. A. J, Tisseverasinghe, 
Proctor S. C. and a daughter who is married to Mr, G. W. 
Tamber, a Teacher in the Wesleyan Central College, —The Mom- 
ingStar, January 10, 1917. 

Mr. Tisseverasinghe joined the Customs Department in which 
he served as Sub-Collector at Mullaitivu, Point Pedro and Man- 
nar, till he retired as Chief clerk of the Galle Customs in 1902:— 
The CeyUm Independent, January 9,1917, 
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Tbe Great War and its Guises 

As we look right across the history of man through all re- 
corded time there is no moment that stands as peer to that in 
which the clock struck on August 4th, 1914, and the twelve days 
of fate ended. In that hour the old world was broken up and 
melted down. From the Orkneys across Europe and Asia to New 
Guinea and Samoa, from the Yangtse across two oceans through 
America to the Zambesi and the Xigri^ every land and people 
saw their familiar life shattered. For each a new epoch had 
opened. All future human life— labour, capital, commerce; gov- 
ernment, social life, national being; our inter-racial relations— 
all date a new world from, that midnight Time itself was in 
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travail. The world-fire was kindled by three shots from a Brown- 
ing pistol. In* that sense the right hand of Prinzip (the Sorb 
student of Austrian nationality, who on June 28th, 1914, assas- 
sinated the Archduke Francis Ferdinand, heir to the Throne of 
the Austrian Empire, with his wife, when at Serajevo visiting 
the ' newly annexed provinces of Bosnia and Herzegovina) has 
already slain its million men. But this murder, though it was 
made the immediate occasion of the War. was not its cause. The 
causes of the War were political, racial, diplomatic, and intel- 
lectual. If any one political event above another led the Central 
Empires to precipitate war at that time it was that the Balkan 
War, by reviving a free Serbia, had thrown a mighty dam across 
the Eastward movement of the Germanic race. Serbia cut the 
Berlin-to-Bagdad line. She strangled the Hamburg- to-Basra land 
route to the East. Politically, then, this baulked passion of Ger- 
many for dominion in the Near East, as a decisive step in a 
struggle for world empire, was the cause of the War. If we seek 
its racial origin we find that in the antagonism of Slav and Teu- 
ton. Diplomatically, as Sir Edward Grey said, war became inevit- 
ably through '‘the absence of good-will in Berlin.*' But in the 
last resort, as I.ord Acton declared, “Ideas are the cause and not 
the result of public events." In that ultimate sense the cause of 
war was a philosophy of force and of “will-to-power.” issuing in 
an ethic of savagery. That philosophy became incarnate in a cen- 
tralised. despotic Government in which the army is supreme, and 
was propagated through a splendid eduqational system. It created 
as its tool a mighty scientific war-machine which, in the hand of 
the General Staff, is the true master of Germany. Its exponent 
of supreme power was Nietzsche. The historian who applied its 
principles to the State was Treitschke. It was reduced to military 
theory by men like von Bernhardi. Its 'origin was in Germany. 
But its missionaries were evexy9iher^’.—Basil Mathews. 
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The Emden 

A number of vessels, with a speed of 25 knots and an arma- 
ment of 4 inch guns, was built by Germany to raid the commerce 
of Great Britain, if ever hostilities should arise between the two 
nations. One of these vessels was the Emden. She is said to have 
caused as much damage as that of the Alabama. Hunted by 
the navies of four nations, she eluded their vigilance and suc- 
ceeded in rounding up some thirty vessels and sending them 
to Davy Jones* Locker. Her captain, Karl von Muller, proved one 

39 
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of the most resourceful and diivalrous naval commanders of 
Germany. He threaded the Eastern waters and whenever he 
captured an enemy, he took in whatever was required, and sank 
the vessel, while seeing to the safe landing of the crew and 
passengers at the nearest shore. At one time he paid a flying visit 
to Madras and dropped a few shells among the oil tanks of the 
city. At another time he put into the port of Penang, torpedoed 
a| Russian cruiser, sank a French torpedo boat, and steamed away, 
before she was known or noticed. The Emden is said to have 
perpetrated altogether a loss said to vary between £ 2,000,000 and 
£4,000,000. She was at last caught by the Sydney, one of the 
fast cruisers of the Australian Navy, and on being reduced to 
the last extremity, hoisted the white dag. The captain was ac- 
corded the full honours of war upon his surrender. The Emden 
was destroyed on November 8th near the Cocos Keeling Islands, 
where the Commander intended to put the British telegraph sta- 
tion out of action:— Af. /. P, 
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Httdaliyar R. C. Kailasapillai 

Mudaliyar Kailasapillai was the son of the late Mr. Sittampa- 
1am of the Government Service. He was a distinguished student 
of the Jaffna Boys’ Seminary and later on became a reputed 
Tamil Scholar. His Government Service began in the Public 
Works Department. Then he became Interpreter of the Supreme 
Court. In 1901, he was the Chief Kachcheri Mudaliyar of Jaffna 
and a year later he was made Chief Mudaliyar, Eastern Province. 
He was next transferred to the Secretariat as Tamil Interpreter 
to His Excellency the Governor. He had the privilege of ac- 
companying the Embassy* to the Sultan of the Maldives in ^1912 
with Sir John Keane and Mr. E. B. Denham, when the state 
sword was presented to the new Sultan, the present ruler of that 
Dependency:—/. C. Guardian, Feb, 24, 1917, 
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Krth-Day Hoaoars. 1917 ^ 

In this investiture held by His Excellency Sir John Anderson 
in Queen’s House, Colombo,* on the 6th instant seven Tamil gen- 
tlemen were the recipients of honours. 

Mr. C. Namasivayam is well-known for his munificence and 
philanthropy. He is a very popular and an esteemed member of 
the Tamil Community. 
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A. Naganatha Mudaliyar is another gentlendan unconnected with 
the Government. His sphere of activity has been mostly con- 
nected with the Central Province. 

Mr. S. Ramalinga Mudaliyar, Chief Mudaliyar of the Jaffna 
Kachcheri, is one of the most popular, straight forward and high- 
ly esteemed officers of the Government. As Tamil Interpreter Mu- 
daliyar of the Supreme Court, and now as Chief Mudaliyar of 
the Jaffna Kachcheri, he has enjoyed the confidence and esteem 
of the Government Agents of the Northern Province. 

Mr. G. Rasiah Vallipuram is the Superintendent of Minor 
Roads, Batticaloa, and is an officer of great efficiency and ex- 
ceptional worth. 

Mr. S. M. P. Vanderkoen rendered meritorious service to 
Government in various capacities in the Puttalam District. 

Mr. J. D. Philips is an officer of the Land Settlement De- 
partment and those who know him speak highly of him. 

The rank of Vannianar conferred on the Octogenarian, Mr. S. 
Asaipillal, is a novel one, and is a fitting recognition by Govern- 
ment of his enterprise in connection with the development of the 
Vannies. He started a mail coach service in 1880 between Jaffna 
and Matale which continued to run till the opening of the rail- 
way. He was in fact the pioneer of every movement in the 
Vannies :— Hindu Organ, June i/, 1917, 
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St. Martin's Seminary 

In the report of the Vicariate Apostolic of Jaffna for the year 
1850 reference was. made to a ^'Seminary to form an indegenous 
clergy.” What Dr. Bettachini contemplated in 1850, Dr. Bon- 
jean was enabled to carry out in 1869. On the 12th November 
1874, the Seminary was placed under the patronage of St, Martin 
of Tours. The students and professors of the Seminary had to 
be housed in a portion of the Mission building till the 11th No- 
vember 1878, on which date— by a happy coincidence the feast of 
St. Martin of Tours— the large walled premises known as Moo- 
yaart’s garden were purchased for Rs. 21,000. The old building 
in the “garden” served as the residence of the students till 1884, 
when it was pulled down. The splendid new building where they 
are now comfortably located, was completed in 1889, costing about 
Rs. 40,000:—/. C Guardian, August, 12, 1893, 

This Seminary has already given to the Catholic Church in 
Jaffna 25 zealous native priests. It was shorn of its higher class- 
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es in 1905^ the students being sent to St. Bernard’s Seminary, Co- 
lombo, to prosecute their studies in divinity. The building is in 
the pure Gothic style and would be an ornament to any large 
city. Its architect was the Revd. Fr Meary, now archpriest of 
the Colombo Cathedral: — ‘M wicms,*’ Special Edition, April, 17Lh 1914, 
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Isaac Tambyali 

Mr. Tambyah is a well-known Jaffna gentleman of exceptional 
intelligence and superior attainments. He is an Advocate and 
practised his profession in Jaffna for some years. He is a frequent 
contributor to newspapers and magazines. He edited the Ceylon 
Law Review and in 1904 started the Christian Review He also 
edited the St. John’s College magazine for some time. In 1912 
Mr. Tambyah went to England and was admitted to the English 
Bar. He was also elected a Member of the Incorporated Society 
of authors and he is the first Ceylonese to be admitted to this 
honour. Mr. Tambyah is now practising his profession in Penang. 
He married Mankala Nayagam, an educated and accomplished lady, 
and the authoress of a novel in Tamil, entitled *The Broken 
Heart.” She is the youngest daughter of the late J. W. B. 
Kumarakulasinghe Mudaliyar, Chief Clerk and Interpreter of the 
Minor Courts of Jaffna, well-known as a scholar and author. Her 
brother was the late K. C. B, Kumarakulasinghe Mudaliyar, who 
was Chief Translator and Interpreter to H. E. the Governor, and 
of him Sir West Ridgeway wrote in the Review of his adminis- 
tration of Ceylon from 1896 to 1903 as follows:— 

^Mudaliyar K. C. Bar Kumarakulasinghe whose death occurred 
in June of this year, was a Tamil gentleman of high personal 
character consistently loyal to the Government he served during 
his 17 years in the Secretariat*'. Mr. R. R. B. Kumarakulasinghe* 
the present Maniagar of Valikamam North, is another of her bro- 
thers:— C. N. P. 
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Sergeant Kandasamy 

Sergeant Kandasamy possesses some testimonials from the 
Superintendent of Police and one or more from the present Ins- 
pector-General of Police. They speak highly of his character, his 
aptitude for work and above all his tact and of the number of 
rewards received by him;— Organ, Sept 17, 1917. 
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Jaffna Cathedral Kepair 

St. Mary's Cathedral begun in 1789 was made ready for use 
in 1794. Between 1837 and 1852 a Committee sitting for the 
purpose extended and completed the building with new wooden 
pillars giving away the old ones to the Church of our Lady of 
Miracles. Between 1868 and 1882 Chevalier Saverimuttu Mudaliyar 
built the terraced porticos of the Church and the greater part of 
the enclosure wall which was completed by Mr. M. M. Edirmana- 
singhe in 1883. The marble tabernacle and exposition of the high 
altar were got down from Europe at the cost .of a thousand Ru- 
pees in 1875. Later improvements include the renewing and 
adorning of the altar. The high altar to the present day recalls 
a touch of Father Chunavel's pencil in the two adoring angels 
on its either side. The altar of the Holy Face on a side wall 
in the nave containing the Christ of the Crucifixion— a statue 
much venerated by the older type of Christians— is also a later 
addition. Under Dr. Joulain a niche and altar to St. Anthony 
were added on the same wall in 1895 when the new devotion 
known as the Bread of St. Anthony was started in the Cathed- 
ral. In 1899 the roof of the edifice threatening to fall down, a 
thorough repair was undertaken, trusses of strong Palai wood be- 
ing introduced and about half of the rafters renewed. Mr. M. M. 
Edirmanasinghe gave all the trusses while Bastiampillai Mudali- 
yar supplied the new rafters. The Sanctuary floor also was raised. 
Dr. Joulain presented his Cathedral (1901-4) with a splendid 
Chime of Bells, the first of its kind in the North, ordered from 
Messrs Paccard & Co. France, at the aggregate cost of 9862 
rupees, the scaffolding for the basse bell costing 1240 rupees. 
The four units forming the Chime were named after the Christ- 
ian names of the four Oblate Prelates of Jaffna, viz., Stephana 
(Semeria) Christopher (Bonjean) Andrea (Melizan) and Henrica 
(Joulain). The bigger of the two old bells that had been pre- 
sented by the Oblates to the Cathedral in 1861 was removed to 
Madhu, while the smaller one was given away to the newly 
founded Nallur Mission:— J. C Guardian, December 7, 1916, 
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A. Paramanathan 

Mr. Paramanathan is a brother of Messrs A. Canagaratnam, 
Assistant Shroff of the Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank, Colombo, 
and of A. Velupillai, Treasury Officer, Kachcheri, Chilaw. Mr. 
Paramanathan was an old boy of Central College, Jaffna, and 
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latterly of Trinity College, Kandy. He went to England to study 
engineering in London. He enlisted at the outbreak of War in 
the Royal Bucks Hussars as a trooper and left England in August 
1915 for Egypt and was stationed at Cairo for eight weeks, till 
he was sent to their first battalion then fighting at the Darda- 
nelles. He was at the front for about 10 months and saw a 
good deal of fighting till he was invalided to England from 
Egypt in May last yexr:— Ceylon Observer, July 30, 1917. 
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JU HootootambyPillai 

A well-known Tamil Scholar and a Registered Medical Practi- 
tioner, Mr, MootootambyPillai was a prominent figure in Jaffna and 
his name as “Ward and Davy Mootootamby*' is a familiar one 
throughout the District, As an author he is well-known through- 
out the Tamil world, having edited and published several valu- 
able books;— Organ, Nov. 5, 1915. 
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Local Board Electicm, 1917 

In this election there being no contest for ward No. 3, Mr, 
C Arulampalam, the only candidate, was declared duly elected. 
The result of the contest for wards 1 and 2 was as follows; 
Mr. R, R, Nalliah elected for Ward No. 1 by a majority of 91 
votes (399 to 208) over his rival candidate, Mr. R^s Rajakariar 
and Mr. K. * Kanagasabai for Ward No. 2 by a majority of 41 
votes over Mr. M. Asaipillai, the opposing candidate;—/. C, Guar- 
dian, Jan. 12, 1918. 
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S« CathirayelpiOai 

This gentleman was Shroff of the now defunct Oriental Bank 
Colombo. On retiring he returned to Jaffna and spent the evening 
of his life at Keerimalai. He was. largely instrumental in get- 
ting the Keerimalai Sivan Temple rebuilt. His Keerimalai madam 
stands as an enduring monument to his philanthropy* He spent 
the long life and large fortune with which (5od blessed him in 
doing good to his fellow countrymen. Mr, C. Namasivayam J. P.* 
and Mr. C. Gnanasekaram j. P., arc his distinguished sons:— Htadu 
Organ,Ja»L 10, 1918. 
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?, h Rajah 

Mr. Philipupillai John Rajah is a grandson of Mr. Markupillai 
Gnanapragasam. the well-known and widely respected Moopu of 
the Jaffna St. Mary’s Cathedral. His appointment as' President of 
the Village Tribunal and Maniagar of Delft, has proved a blessing 
to the poor and neglected population of that remote and ocean- 
bound isle. While endearing himself by his large-hearted sympa 
thy and munhcience to the indignent«and distressed, he has by 
his steady and earnest devotion to duty maintained a high char- 
acter for efficiency and integrity as a public othcer. The Ceylon 
Patriot wrote of him: — Mr. Rajah is an officer combining in him- 
self both ability and integrity among other desirable qualifications 
and we are sure that his appointment will be fruitful of good 
results in Delft His long and faithful service to Government, 
his unblemished character as well as his family connections fully 
entitle him to such a responsible office. Mr. Rajah has held vari- 
ous offices of trust and responsibility, at Vavuniya, Mullaitivu, 
Jaffna and Tondaimannar, in the Judicial and Revenue branches 
of the service. There is no doubt that like those of his ances- 
tors who were Maniagars and Adigars at Jaffna and Mannar, he- 
will discharge his new duties so as to win the approbation and 
good-will of the Government and the public. 
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Somasundiam 

Mr. Somasundram, son of the Ihte Mr. Muttiahpillai, Mania- 
gar of the Islands, succeeds his father as Maniagar. The appoint- 
ment is a popular one:-—/. C, Guardian^ 
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S. M. Rasiab 

Mr. Rasiah is a grandson of the wcll-kuown Appa Vidhan of 
Karampan, who was an extensive land owner and commanded con. 
siderable influence. He was educated at St Patrick’s College, and 
was first employed at the Colombo Oil Mills under Messrs Leech- 
man & Co., and afterwards under E. B. Creasy & Co. By de- 
votion to duty, honesty and regular attendance, he gained the 
approbation and good-will of his employers and bade fare to rise 
high in the estimation of the Company, but circumstances com- 
pelled him to return to Jaffna where he was fortunate to obtain 
an appointment under Government. He is at present the Salt 
Storekeeper at Thondalmannar, a very responsible office, the du- 
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ties of which he discharges in a way highly satisfactory to the 
Government and the public, Mr. Rasiah is a cousin>german of 
P. C. Nicholas Mudaliyar, Office Assistant:— C N. P, 
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William Wadsworth 

In addition to being a sound lawyer, .Mr. Wadsworth, who has 
been acting in a Judicial Capacity, gained the reputation of being 
a fast worker, his knowledge of the law enabling him speedily 
to settle points arising in trials, which is a great factor in ex- 
pedition. His appointment will for this reason considerably streng- 
then the District Court Bench : — Tfie Times of Ceylon. 

The present appointment indicates the desire of the Execu- 
tive Government to avail itself of the best talent of the sons of 
the soil in filling high positions. We understand that the Judges 
of the Supreme Court and the Crown Law Officers had formed 
a high opinion of the marked ability and sound judgments of the 
new Judge, Mr William Wadsworth. The present appointment is 
also unique in the Colombo District Court Bench, this being the 
first time that a member of the community, to which the new 
Judge belongs, has been appointed to a permanent place on it, an 
honour being thereby conferred on that community: — The Ceylon 
Observer, 

Mr. William Wadsworth is the son of the late Charles Wadsworth, 
who was Headmaster of the C. M. S. Training School at Copay. 

360 

The American Mission of Jaffna 

Ma:i^:u,^(v^iu(LneQun0C(B Jif^u ^doar 

Quiir,ffj9th Js;nM>g^Qp:liu^€m0 

iunjfiUcJtioeuiih 

ibeveoBifso’ eaaaeaioiremueaar^ 

0aan&eitiit* /sismm o g\di^riieirmiis 

Q^m&iiuaihar 'jjtnaup<i(opmh slusiBJI 0>j)£j(i)>oiuium 
cou eSardQ&frir, ^ 

tt8€nnQ*d:0(ifiijf:8 Qetuj9‘(tfitt^0SK}iufr 

J9i(alu*ffissfAlei^^ifiiLV(^th 
cA<r0(7u) dirQ0eFU'’9tsia^%^9 

luesmu i9irvjff0uuiL-i^*^.i0airiT, ^45 

SiQifsse 
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Qool^uSSo 183G iM uiL^^o^MGiftm 155. 

Q^ams ^^tiljnh, 1915 th ^a;a9d>^«0il<jili. 

Q^oeaim ‘ ufi^aSffj§^S(^QiD 
Mo). ^<a»7««ir Qpa^ Q/i&eSuuaiipaSi^vp iS&ftesrir /firm Q/§(fi/s 
^Q3ff§mL^ uipeoi/Diu ^(i^iAUuei!effiss^L,iis^ 

Qsajgjgi jums^s^ osum a^eioL^ aeo 
mStufiiAia Jidiu&ipcop tt^usSp^njn^ipearir, ^Wi^&aMtua t ^fii/fjor 
Obip ej^iria ^(^u.ui 1833' ^ jpAam^ dvpfrdSpp ^fa\B€Kuiru. 
str^safieo *€ce9uiJiS€m(^(n^ir Qpa&as 118. ji/dansopj^^ 
(»p'^ppntT ^ta'^eir a^iBiispufiiii €^(j^ULfs*ntli^€il^?eo, uVo^ 
^ifli£iririSjnu9^ppirid ^uunestaL^oau appatnam 

n-pjSQ^/rsw Qupgn ueamQpm^uu&Dps aeatt L^MmeoaQir lj«U 0 
mpmmm L9€k2eiia^a^ jj/ea^dspi^ss ^^,ifl€artr. 
uonn j^4SkipQ(ff(d (dMMpi ^LQaidibfi ^QuoifidsffaS ffiekeg^ air 
4^ aa^a^d^ SafftiiUy Q^uS^S tneogpuh Qu;u(f^t^isiff ^/f 
^nQt^irpjdffa‘4fitSk.6aiu‘ 1823 w .^vwrS ^LL^a^aiftleatL^uStM ao^a 
tSppeati, J^eaa €im(^^.tj ^eoauffuiS iiyoSy up 

^amdiaimffu^ai iti^eup^ 70J Qu0d(g^ QuopUiLu^ 
u.*L,9pffdamsSiaiiSpjfi luf y^uud^sx/iu aAad Qaaifatta lopjsinJi 9n 
^puLiaafidi QuifisB’^tueot^u.ai^Qa lup^, ^dtaS/BjaitunaniiBod^ns 
QaataSi^uLiLit^uamui ^mjpfaiiLau) 0 «jo. i 860 id ^m(d aiiL 

(ddQaai^eau.d dijfipjfuuL,L^p€aiOt£d) uSeL^^ifiunnr 

jffiSiQa ^T Quirp^s^pplujira/r'^aaiu &vpiidijipmir, 1872 id 
w^akf(d efup/iLSaauuL^L^ lu ifiuujaaid aw^ifiiutrafjfi ^mQar 
uffsaa^mm 9S(ij^jffiujirdO a,(i^^dBpfi, ^ea^ih jj^tdid/akd^ifl 
lanff aL.^9Sd) aJdmSiLt^ ^isoaampid aiffeaafi tued gpn^i^diaaiBd^ aS(S 
fiuQuainjaL^9Fn^a2Bir ^ffidiSppearn. 1834 id a^(SiaSaS^td 

1868 id tL.<duLSL.af.Mil^id ej puddppuuLLi^ua t^air^aaiBep 

gj^atmanSidi fFffauSirpjp SB^Sprpjpd(g^ Qiop ilt^ (duaimiJ^&r 
tJeasek Qanm^ ui^pjfi Jif9a>\^^6iReatL>u (aupfautffi/aSeifrti, j^ad 
0911) gpii) ai/a>3sv7^ i^airap eo^ppiu UHaL^^iiuitd tai^iuaa 
iuaifiLJU‘ieaatii^ani~.dp.t€daaiu»aQ&ia ^airaBL^p^ifijJaa. ^pQ/tap^dp 
jSlfpiB(QU^ ma^aad^af^, piJUtpiiugana^aatfld) ^diBior 

aaoipfiiDpmpp aamf^mptSp^j piaidm^p ^pdmpmaipfdiuiamadiai, 
^mdiaaaaaipfiiu pfidiDuenfai Qu(Qaa Qad’pasrd, id/fatSB^jifiam 
Ldm |ji) 0 Li^ md^L^miaminm aaaipfifu tuo^uua 

mmppfid(^dfmeDu,tutr^(iuiraLj tiled ear Mp idim, ts^pdif jfidwir 
taniraadlisdt ^Q^Qpejp^iuirdi tan atP.uun nidi eaoipfpii^ ae^ititd 

QuamiSak^a^d(^u>j iSm^a^d^iapa g^sgpdSaSdi mmp 

jtofti PQ^i^id &Dp0Lilmauuu.aieMSear .^diaaaipj^ajantais^di at(ip 
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sQu^sw u!iS^puuLLi$.(i^dQA patn. 

g)t£t^^^^LDfi €UL^ Qppeir Qppdi 

9^p ^Jftbiil^jll s€ti€iS^(f^p0 ui9ndstS0!ifisQs^M€Br ueoi^d^^ 
ms9anijt£, ^mnammuSdf, 4f(3p^ ^mQQmrauiiGnQ^9etfldiib€Du.Q.jjpiu> 
i^fimuupfidimss^dt Qp0€ijiiasir€a tL0iLpinrs»muu/i0di€om 
mnjtmh ^dOiLQuuffuiSm^Q^pmii, ^diSu&osti.vm ^QmiRdstjS 
^simnm tuajfiuunmdfth Qupjpt€i»(^^fif p ^dmoDiD^Qeirit ^Qi9 

sti : — 1916 A cugafd) I3 i!ilj 9 lAiiffd) 4 ^ fl^fl Caid?Li 

uiIl. it^iu|iif7mi!iu^^iPcBisii9^ a|!| 4£ crQ4Ai!i 

Ulll.^. 
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Kathirkama Ptflavar 

Kathirkama Pulavar was the grandfather of the wealthy and 
well-known Aseervatha Mudaliyar of the Jaffna Kachcheri» who fi- 
gured so prominently during the early period of Mr. Dyke*! ad- 
ministration. Of his eventful life, Arumuga Navalar contributed an 
appreciative sketch to the defunct **Lanka Snakan*’ newspaper, 
while one phase of it was noticed by Mr. Gunetileke, the accom* 
plished editor of the Orientalist, in a paper on “Folklore” giving 
an entertaining account of how the poet, in the exercise of his 
magical art, placed a band of robbers in an almighty fix, while 
in the act of rifling his house. Nallathamby Pulavar was a great 
devotee as well as a large land-owner of his time, who made 
poetry his pastime and whose grave, according to a prediction 
of his, has become the site of the present Treasury of the Jaff* 
na, Kachcheri. To a later generation belong Parimalam and Vai- 
ramuttu, the authors of Dramatic compositions of a high order, 
besides many excellent fugitive pieces:—^. S. 

362 


Mary Amumotto 

Mary Annamuttu, relict of the late Mr. S. Pedropillai, 
was the only daughter of the late Anthonypillai Tiruchel- 
vam, and grand-daughter of Manueltamby Mudaliyar Tiru- 
chelvam, Udaiyar of Kayte. She was gifted in many ways ; ^e 
had a clear, keen perception, which made her equally successful 
in business and a valued friend in trouble. She fulfilled the dut- 
ies of a Christian wife and mother with calm and edifying dig- 
nity,^/. a Guardian, 9th Mar^ 1928. 
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The Twynam Hoseimi 

The site of the building is set in a grove of Mahogany trees 
between St, John’s College Hall and the Main Road. The build- 
ing will, for the present, consist of three rooms, an octagonal en- 
trance hall and two wings. The stone was laid on the 22nd March 
1918, by Miss Nora Twynam on the 91st birthday of her father. 
Sir William Crofton Twynam, K. c. M. G., who retired from the 
Civil Service of Ceylon^ in 1896, after having served the Govern- 
ment and the public for a period of 50 yezrs:--The Ceylon Morn- 
ing Leader, 

364 

Sir John Anderson 

Not many people in the North knew our late Governor by 
sight, yet when it was known that he had passed away from 
their midst, a sombre gloom entered their several homes. Sir John 
Anderson was a typical administrator of the Colony, anxious and 
sympathetic and brought the judgment of a broad and critical 
mind to bear on public questions. That such a ruler possessing 
the soul of a gentleman should have been removed from our 
midst at a very needful time is indeed our misfortune;— Sf/o/tn's 
College Magazine: 

No nobler exponent of the ideal of justice which governs the 
British race, has yet arrived in our country:— Dr. P, E, Pieris 

365 


P. S. J, Chrysostom 

Mr. P. S. J. Chrysostom, Proctor, Supreme Court, was the eld- 
est son of the late Mr. S. Pedropillai. In 1901, Mr, Chrysostom 
passed as a Proctor and practised his profession in Jaffna. He 
acted on two occasions as Police Magistrate and Commissioner of 
Requests, Kayts, and proved himself a capable magistrate:—/. C, 
Guardian, 27th April, 1918. 

In October 1901, Mr. Chrysostom married Josephine Lizzie Ala- 
gamma, a daughter of Esakial Rogers Amsaretnam Mudaliyar, 
Secretary of the District Court of Mannar. 

366 

A. N. Smitiago, Barrister 

Young, talented and possessed of a fair competence^ Barrister 
3 antiago was unassuming in his ways. His disposition was gentle 
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and genial, his manners polished and affable. His principles were 
strict. In his dealings with his neighbours and others, he was 
fair, sincere and honest. He said "no” with decision, and "yes” 
with caution. Everybody who came in contact with him, held him 
in real esteem and affection. So polite, so humble, and so con- 
siderate was he in his behaviour. The deceased’s father was the 
late Dr. A. B. Santiago, f. r. c. s. and l. r. c. p:— /. C. Guatdian, 
I8th May, 1918. 

367 

The Kandy Papal Seminary 

The 18th May 1918 was the Silver Jubilee of the Papal Sem- 
inary at Kandy. The first student arrived on the 18th of May 
1893. The first rector was the late Rev. Fr. Grosjean S J , By 
the 1st of August 1893, the students numbered eleven. Towards 
the end of the year 1897, the number of students rose to 60 with 
a staff of six professors. The first priest ordained was Fr. Vin- 
cent Fernando of Galle, 1898. Since then, about 183 priests are 
reckoned among the former pupils of the seminary, of whom six 
have gone to their eternal reward. In 1889, on the establishment 
of the hierarchy in India, Pope Leo XIII decided to found a gen- 
eral seminary for the formation of an indigenous clergy for se- 
curing the stability and progress of the church in that country 
and in pursuance of that decision, the Papal Seminary was es- 
tablished in Kandy. It occupies a secluded plot of ground at a 
distance of two miles from the mountain Summarised from 

The Madras Catholic Watchman. 

368 

Jos. N. Sandrasagara, Raniagar 

By family prestige, by education, by his character and sterling 
qualities — not to speak of his spotless career in the public ser- 
vice for the last twenty-five years— Mr. Sandrasagara eminently 
merits the honour of J. P. conferred on him by Govemment- 
Ceylon Patriot, June, 1918, 

369 

George Daniel ^ 

After 35 years as a faithful servant of God in the C. M. S., 
and after a happy period of retirement among his own people, 
able to relate with tears of joy the story of God’s gracious pro- 
vidence towards him, the Revd George Daniel passed away to his 
Heavenly Home. From his family have gradually sprung up twenty 
or more families who are a great strength to the Copay Church:— 
Life of Revd, John Hensman, 
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S* T« CartUgasen 

A memorial has been erected at Ratnapura in memory of the 
late Mr, S. T. Carthigasen. It bears the inscription:— "In memory 
of S. T. Carthigasen, D. E., P. W. D., who in the floods of 1913, 
near the spot gave up his life in rescuing others.” A photograph 
of the memorial was sent to Mr. Carthigasen *s father, Mr. K. 
Sinnathamby. 

371 

Fr. S« Marian 

The Rev. Fr. S. Marian is the first Tamil in Ceylon to join 
the celebrated order of St. Ignatius. He is a native of Batticaloa 
and received his early training at the Kandy Papal Seminary, He 
Is now op the staff of St. Michael’s College, Batticaloa;—/* C, 
Guardian July, 1918, 

372 

B* Francis MndaUyar:— 

As Registrar of Lands, Jaffna, Mudaliyar Francis was the head 
of ap important and responsible office and the marked ability 
and tact he displayed in the discharge of his onerous duties was 
often complimented by successive Registrar Generals, foremost 
among whom is Sir P. Arunachalam, who on receiving intimation 
of the Mudaliyar’s death wired his regret to the bereaved widow, 
referring at the same time to the deceased’s abilities and de- 
ploring his death as a great loss to the public service. The 
present Registrar General Mr. W. L. Kindersley writing to Mrs: Fran- 
cis on the 9th instant says;— 

Registrar General's Office 
Colombo, 9th October 1918 

Madam, 

I have the honour to acknowledge with regret, the 
receipt of your telegram of the 8th instant intimating the death 
of your husband and to convey to you my sympathy in your 
bereavement. Mr. Francis has held several important appointments 
in this Department and by his death I lose a capable and thorough- 
ly reliable officer who was devoted to his work. He had an ex- 
ceptionally meritorious record of service. I am, madam, your obedient 
servant Sgd, W. L. Kindersley, Registrar General. 

Mudlr. Francis received his education at St Patrick's College and he 
was one of the brightest among the distinguished band of students train- 
ed by the late able and learned Principal, Rev. Father Dunne 
in Shorthand and Book-keeping— two subjects newly introduced 
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into the OTtTiculum of school studies. Mudaliyar Francis was the 
ret to obtain distinction in Short-hand in 1896. He passed 
e Government Clerical Examination and entered the Public 
® Registrar General’s Office, Colombo^ 

his efficiency and ability were soon recognised. Mudaliyar 
'« J^na for a period of ten years, during which 
r# fc- j ^ expeditiousness he displayed in the discharge 
ot nis duties, the courtesy shown to all those who had to ap. 
P^ch hiin on business and the uniform kindness shown to the 
o^re under him, were such that the public began to recog- 
niM him as a model Officer. In 1916 Mudaliyar Francis was sp- 
linted Senror Relieving officer and Inspector of Registrars of 
M^ages, Birto and Deaths. In July last he was again s«it to 
J na as R^strar of Lands at his own request. Mudaliyar Fran- 
as mm^ In 1904 Mary Beatrice, the eldest daughter of the 
late Mr. John Philips, originally of the Registrar’s office, at 
Kandy.-—/. C Guardian, 12th October, 1918. 

Mr, A, S. Johnpillai, a brother-in-law of Mudaliyar Francis, is 
a carefid and raergetic officer of the Postal Departmmit with 
^ich he has been connected for the last 25 years. He has serv- 
at Hambantota, Jaffna, Kandapola, Batticaloa and other places 

has gained the reputation of a painstaking and obliging 
onicer. 

373 

SoosaipiHai hnasitamby 

Mr. Snosaipillai Innasitamby popularly known as "Pariaryar,” 
Monged to the family of Culatunga Mudaliyar of Mathagal, whose 
**** Anthukuddi Innasitamby, Pariaryar of rhiiia . 
lal. The md needy found in him a warm friend and sym- 

kT**! Ponvent, 

rad the Mortuary Chapel, where his remains lie in rest «re stand- 

^memorials of the faith of Mr. Soosaipillai Innasitamby:—/. 
C, Guardian, 9th Nov. 1918. 

. 374 . 

Looting in Jaffna ^ 

i»» November, 1918 a riot occurred in Jaffna result- 

1 ^ it^* Tlie police prompt- 

ly quelled the riot. Eight rioters were injured, one fatall y R*. 

^te^s were received from the traders, whose propeiyhS 
been stolen by the riotere, praying for compensation. These tra- 
OT were partly Tamils rad partly Moormen. The damage as 
originally stated amounted to Rs. 35, 16^. but it was eventually 
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reduced to Rs. 22,132, which is the assessment by the Govern- 
ment Agent. It was decided to recover this amount under Ordin- 
ance No. 23 of 1915:— /Veos of Government Correspondence* 

375 

The Amistice 

After 51 months of horrible blood -shed and unspeakable suffer- 
ing, the war has come to an end. November 11th 1918 will mark 
one of the most important epochs in the world’s history. This 
date will go down as the day in which not simply the Great 
European War, but all wars came to an end:— T/re Morning Star^ 
18th Nov. 1918. 

376 

Flood Relief 

On Sunday the 17th instant the Peninsula of Jaffna was visi- 
ted by a storm of wind and rain, I believe, unprecedented in 
its history. During 24 hours of that day, not less than 25 inch- 
es of rain fell in Jaffna. Heavy rain had also fallen on the pre* 
vious Friday and Saturday, so that the soil was completely satu- 
rated, and there was general flooding in many places to a very 
serious extent. Great damage has been done. A large number 
of houses has been destroyed and their contents including food, 
stuffs damaged. Thousands of cattle and sheep have died, seri- 
ously crippling, the agricultural resources of the country. Many 
cocoanut and other trees have fallen and much damage has been 
done to plantations and crops. Hardship and distress are preva- 
lent over large areas. An appeal is therefore made to the sym- 
pathy of the -public for funds to afford immediate relief and to 
enable the sufferers who are in destitute circumstances to rebuild 
their houses and to resume their normal daily lives. A strong 
relief Committee has been working in the Jaffna Maniagar’s Di- 
vision (including Jaffna Town) since Tuesday, and the Chief 
Headmen are also organising and affording local relief, but out* 
side assistance is also urgently required, lam prepared to receive 
any remittances. 

Jaffna Kachcheri, B. S. Horsburgh, 

22nd Nov. 1918. Govt. Agent, N. P., 

A sum of Rs. 100 was advanced to each of the unofficial 
members of the Local Board from the L. B. Funds for immedi- 
ate relief work This amount was refunded. Arrangements were 
made with Government for the free supply of jungle timber from 
Fboneryn for rebuilding the fallen bouses of the distressed. The 
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boatmen of Jaffna, Kayts, Mandativu and Colombuturai agreed to 
make one trip free to bring the timber to Jaffna. H. £. the Gov 
emor was pleased to send Rs. 300 in aid of the Relief Fund and 
authorized the Government Agent to spend up to Rs. 2000 in pro- 
viding relief. The Straits ‘Government contributed 3000 dollars 
to the relief fund. A large number of gentlemen in the island 
as well as in the F. M. S., both European and Native, generously 
responded to the appeal of the Govt Agent. The second memor- 
andum on the relief measures issued in March 1919 by Mr. B. 
Horsburgh, Chairman, Flood Relief Committee, has the following: 
The subscriptions received up to date in aiH of the Flood Relief 
Fund amounts to Rs. 46,358.23 of which 29,228.87 have been spent. 
The receipts include the very generous contributions made by 
the Government of the Straits Settlements and Fedeiated Malay 
States, each Government contributing 5000 dollars. 

377 

William Adam Qoagii 

Mr. William Adam Clough retired Surveyor of the F. M. S., 
was presented by H. E. the Governor at the Garden Party at 
the Old Park on the 16th instant with the i. & o., medal granted 
to him for his efficient and faithful services in the F. M. S. 
His Excellency conversed with Mr. Clough for some time and 
then said that it gave him great pleasure to present the medal 
granted by His Majesty the King. Mr. Clough is an old boy of 
Jaffna College, and a native of Karadivu ; — Morning Star, Januofy 
1919. 

378 

Dr. Heary ToaUin, 0. M. L» 

It is with deep regret that we have to record the death last 
Friday night at Jaffna of His Lordship the Right Rev. Dr, Henry 
Joulain, o. m, i., who was Bishop of Jaffna for 25 years. His 
Lordship’s devotion to the cause of religion as the leader and 
head of the Roman Catholic Church in this District is well known 
and the generous aid he was always giving to educational and 
social progress in Jaffna won for hiiq^the affection of not only 
his own flock but of the entire community of Jaffna: —CSsy/on Po- 
tt iot, 12, Feb. 1919, 

379 

William Black 

Mr. William Black served in ^e Public Works Department for 
forty years and has done good and efficient work. Most of his 
superiors have testified to the zeal and energy with which he 
has performed his duties throughout. 
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B. LoppopiUai 

Mr. Bastiampillai Loppupillai was a well known and wealthy 
resident of Mathakal and a prominent member of the Catholic 
Community of the place. In spite of the great influence he com- 
manded, he led an unostentatious, humble life. He was a mer- 
chant, did a thriving business and had a large cirele of friends 
both in India and Ceylon. To the end of his long life, he took 
great pleasure in helping the needy and distressed. He died in 
the hundredth year of his age on the 6th October 1913. The fol- 
lowing is from an obituary notice that appeared of him 

eu^^'QsuLLt^^^eiapjtSQiSO Q’^m^mnesroiir, 
^^s=QujeoirUilm<9=LJiruiSiiu uair QsuwsL^T^eoQiDcsfiai Qu 

iBlLt^LOLSiUlTlBijaf Q:30iil@UJ QLJl9^^tT(^^JiT. 6 4 0/0 

C?0jr iLiTSj.aeQQeO ^oj^tmirneBr LLsrr jS . jf, ^ijS 
^ihQ^neaBtJLS&r^uSt^ cSIsj.rsuiLiifliBjsJ 

©/5J57 L//^'/^rf3syri£//-b ^<SBr^ l\^^!T<ss>!i\l\ld Qup^d 
Qiiri^fSifih (^GSip'jun^ Qs^Qi(y:QpesiL^iijQiirnttSi03pniT. Quom (^nearu 
iSnaitT^iS^^HeifUJiih Qu.^ (^toe>aQpj^^^ih m^.hiflojisn p 

Qa^hf Oi,. Qeofi, ^su(7^Gj)L^aj 
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Industrial and Artistic Work in Jaffna 

An effort is being made to rekindle into life the ancient ar- 
tistic craftsmanship which Jaffna was noted for. The number of 
craftsmen in the filigree and granulated art has dwindled down 
to two. Unless some effort is made the art is in danger of dy- 
ing out. The Government has come to the assistance of the 
people and will erect a school if the people will provide the site. 
All that remains is to collect Rs. 3000, which is the pried of the 
land. Mr. N. Sivakolundu, Proctor, President, and Treasurer of the 
Jaffna Co-operative and Credit Society, is interesting himself in the 
matter:— Star, Aug, 16, 1919, 

382 

Mrs. Parker 

Mrs. Parker, widow of the late Dr. Parker, is a sister of , 
Revds. Champion and Rice. She was educated at the Uduvil 
Boarding School and spoke English remarkably well. Her memory 

41 
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foir facts and dates was extraordinary. The deceased leaves be* 
hind her a son, Mr. Parker, retired Interpreter, Supreme Couitt 
and two daughters^ Mrs. Worthington of Vaddukoddai and Mrs» 
Chellappah, wife of Dr. Chellappah:— Afoming 5tor, March^ 15th 1919. 

383 

H. H. Thcrai Rajasingham 

Mr. Thurai Rajasingham is the fourth son of the lateMuda- 
liyar J. T. Muttiah, Chief Interpreter, Supreme Court He wa% 
only 17 years old and had a brilliant career at St. Benedict's 
College. In his 13th year he passed the Junior Cambridge Exa- 
mination, obtaining first class honours and distinction in Mathe- 
matics and Science. The following year he passed the Cambridge 
Junior School Leaving Certificate Examination with first class 
honours and distinctions in Mathematics, Science, History and Re- 
ligious knowledge, and won the Hewavitame Science prize and 
Doctor Muttucumaru’s scholarship, having come out first in Cey- 
lon in the examination. In his 15th year he passed his Cam- 
bridge Senior School Leaving Certificate Examination with second 
class honours and in the following June he passed the London 
Matriculation Examination:~-ilf. 8. April, 26th, 1919. 

384 

S, Tliampialipillai 

Mr. Thampiahpillai is the ddest son of Dr. T. Sivapragasam- 
pillai of Vannarponnai and is a gentleman of independent means. 
He is a Director of the Hindu College and of the Jaffna Com- 
mercial Corporation:— ffindw Organ, Dec, 18, 1907. 

385 

Rao Babador C. Htfrugasampillai 

Mr. Murugasampillai was in the Madras Government Service and 
held the position of Deputy Collector, Tanjore. Dr. M. Coomara* 
samy, the well-known medical practitioner of Colombo, is his son. 
Mrs. Arumugam, the wife of Dr. S. Arumugam, and Mrs. Vytia 
lingam, the wife of Proctor Vytialingam, are his daughters:— 
Morning Star, May 1 7th^ 1919. ^ 

386 

S* T. Spencer 

• Mr. Samuel Thurairetnam ^;>encer was the scion of an old 
and distinguished family. His ancestors were men of note, who 
owned extensive lands in Changuvdy and commanded influence 
for several generations. His grand-father, the late Thomas Spen- 
cer, was one of the first batch of distinguidied students trained 
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at the famous Batticotta Seminary. Young Spencer was born in 
Jaffna on the 9th of Deo. 1892. His father is Mr. Levi Ponniah 
Spencer, b. a. of the Central College. His mother, Emily Rasamma, 
is the only daughter of Mr. Arumugam Newton Sabapathypillai 
of Arali East, who for over half a century since 1870 was a 
well-known and familiar figure in Jaffna. Young Spencer had a 
brilliant career at the Jaffna Wesleyan Central College, studied Law 
and at 21 set himself up in practice as a Proctor and Notary in 
the metropolis. He bad established so higl^ a character as a 
steady, earnest and conscientious worker, that it is certain, that 
had his life been extended to full manhood, he would have risen 
to greater eminence and added greatly to the honour and prestige 
of the family:— /f. P. 5. 

387 

y. N. Shraya 

Mr. V. N. Sivaya was a leading figure among the Hindu 
Community in Rangoon for many years. A native of Jaffna, he 
graduated at Calcutta, and as a Barrister at-Law he set up prac- 
tice in Rangoon in the early eighties and had been a Municipal 
Commissioner for many years. He was associated with the Con- 
gress party;— Jlfodros Math 

388 

Peace Celefvatfoas in Jaffna 

The celebrations in connection with the signing of peace with 
Germany were had with great eclat in Jaffna. At day-break the 
bells in Churches and temples were rung and services held. 
Several streets In the town were beflagged. Private residences 
and public buildings were well decorated. At noon there was 
distribution of rice at the District Court premises, to more than 
1,700 persons. The Government Agent was present In the after- 
noon there was a Police and School parade in the Esplanade. 
Three salvos were fired by the Police in honour of the occasion. 
At the school parade thousands of children of both English and 
Vernacular schools were present. It was a fine sight to see the 
school children and several companies of scouts, march past, with 
flags and banners of variegated colours, saluting the Union Jack 
and the Government Agent, the local representative of His Ex- 
cellency the Governor, who stood on a raised platform. At the 
dose of the parade, War certificates were distributed to the Po- 
lice. Following the parade, a memorial tree was planted in the 
green opposite the Ridgeway Hall by the Government Agent, The 
Hon, Sir A. Kanagasabai gave a short address, the substance of 
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vhich was given in Tamil by M. S. Ramalinga Mudaliyar. At 
dusk there were general illuihinations in the town. The function 
closed with a fine display of fireworks in the Esplanade: — M, S. 
July 26th. 1919. 

389 

Anival of tbe new Bishop of Jaffna 

His Lordship the Right Revd. Dr. Jules Andrew Brault, O. M. 
I., the new Bishop of Jaffna, travelled by the night mail train 
on the 24th instant, attended by Revd. Fr. Charles Boury, O, M. 

I, The following morning he was met at Elephant Pass by the 
Revd. Fr. E, Desloges. who took His l/)rdship in a car to the 
rest-hotise hard by. Later, Fathers Matthews and Francis mo- 
tored down to the rest-house. About 3.45 in the afternopn the 
Episcopal party left for Jaffna in two cars. Facing the Ridgeway 
Hall a spacious pandal had been erected in the form of a Greek 
cross and beautifully adorned. Seats had been provided for the 
clergy and the ladies and gentlemen of Jaffna Society. The Band 
got down from sea-street, Negombo, by Messrs J. and S. Ma- 
chado, struck up a lively air as the car came in sight and the 
Bishop was received by the Very Revd. Father the Administra- 
tor, the Vicar of Missions, and the members of the Reception 
Committee. He was garlanded by Mr. Joseph Cherubini and 
conducted to the dais in the pandal where Mr. Philip Moses Se- 
cretary, Reception Committee, garlanded His Lordship and Mr. 

J. H. Vanniasingham, Barrister-at-Law, read an address on behalf 
of the Catholics of the Diocese of Jaffna:— »r. C. Guardian, Feb, 28th 

1920. 

390 

S. K. Lawton 

Mr. Lawton was a self-made man and rose to eminence 
through indefatigable energy, pluck and industry. Devoting spe- 
cial attention to photography he acquired great skill and profi- 
ciency in it and excelled as a photographer and photo artist Be 
ing a deep thinker, he invented certain photographic processes 
which were well recommended 4^ British photographic journals. 
He also invented a recipe for the manufacture of insect proof 
materials and obtained a British patent for it He had a com- 
mand of English and acquired an easy fluency of style, and 
was a contributor to papers and magazines. He took a great 
interest in the cause of education and was the manager of a 
number of schools. He also took part in all movements calcula- 
ted to benefit the people in general'— jUbnsmg Star, Sept. 20 ih, 
1919, 
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Gabriel C. Patrick 

Mr. Patrick is a well-known townsman of Jaffna, loved and 
respected for his genial and amiable disposition. He was origin- 
ally employed in Negombo as a teacher in St. Mary’s School, 
where he ^secured the good-will and esteem of the educated com- 
munity of that town by the efficient and thorough manner in 
which he discharged his duties. In 1S9S he came to Jaffna and 
joined the staff of St. Patrick's College where he is at present 
headmaster. Mr. S. C. Patrick who is employed in the Govern- 
ment Analyst’s Office, Colombo, and Mr. M. Patrick who had a 
distinguished career at St. Patrick’s College and afterwards at St. 
Joseph’s College, are his sons: — yl, E, 

392 

IR. Tbamba^llai. Adigar. J. P. 

Thambapillai Adigar entered Government Service as Native 
Writer in the Mallakam Courts and was subsequently tranferred 
to Jaffna. His next appointment was as Tamil Interpreter of the 
Police Court, Kandy. He was soon transferred to the Police Court 
of Jaffna. Sir William Twynam then appointed him Maniagar of 
Tenmaradchi and in 1884 made him Maniagar of Jaffna, which 
office he held till his retirement in 1907. He was successively made 
a Mudaliyar, Mudaliyar of the Governor’s Gate, Adigar of the 
Tamils, and Justice of the Peace for the Island. He was also 
presented by the Government with long service medal before his 
retivem&at.-— Hindu Organ, 13th Oct, 1919. 

Don Philip 

g)Q//f ujiTifii'iu/Teaa Q-^eoeSlLJiJSSiipuSQiSO 

Qiir, ffuiujir^irir-i^frp speSli QjS^peuiriru}. @ei.T Q^/rm^Couj/r^ 

Qfi/feSluSsar eSQ^uuuuuf- eSl^sjir^sSlefr4 ^uifrQiu i^rr^earip Lfir/reaar 

OiD^ih ^0StriSi9ujpea>p 1104 eSojuLfu 

Qup ^ujpfSsijjriT. §) 

ffirtuL^irih ^gSifi{ULiuQp,^sSltuiT.T (^inirirfTirStu Q^sirirof (tfi^xsSI 
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mu i.j/rds^.i0 efOJOJ&si^sQiu^liis Qprreo^SIQi wsir: — uw. jt. 
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B. BeU 

Mr. Bell died in Burmah. He was first employed in the Cey- 
lon Government Railway Department and was one of the Engi- 
neers who traced the Jaffna Railway route from Kankesanturai 
to Anuradhapura, About 11 years ago, he married the only daught- 
er of the Rev. G. J. Trimmer, Superintendent of the North Cey- 
lon Wesleyan Mission. 

395 

Freenuo Memorial 

The Freeman Memorial Ward attached to the Inuvil Hospital 
and founded in memory of our late sympathetic Government 
Agent, Mr. F. R. Freeman, was opened on the 28th ultimo at 5 
p. m. Among those present at the function were the Hon. Mr. 
A. Sapapathy, Mr. M. S. Ramalinga Mudaliyar and Mr. S. Asai- 
pillai, who represented the Freeman Memorial Committ^. Mr. 
Sapapathy after speaking a few words in appreciation of the 
signal services done by Mr. Freeman, opened the Ward, which is 
exclusively intended for the poor:—/. C. Guardian^ 6th Dec. 1919^ 

396 

The Jaffna Historical Society 

We learn from the Hindu Organ that a Society under the 
above name has been formed with a view to encouraging the 
study of the History of Ceylon in general and of Jaffna in parti- 
cular:— e7. C. Guardian, 20th Dec, 1919, 

397 

Rey« £e GrotissatiIt» 0. H» L, 

The Rev. Bro. Groussault has rendered good social and pub- 
lic services. His devotion to the social amelioration of the people 
of this district is well known. Many a cause of public charity 
not only among members of his own Church, but among our 
varied community, has found in hipi a warm supporter and active 
promoter.' He is a keen worker in the Temperance cause and is 
a great force in Local Option Campaign. His varied activities for 
the public welfare have endeared him to the Jaffna Community. 
--CeylQn Patnot, 

398 

Victory Colomn 

Mr. Ernest Abraham, Draughtsman, P. W. D., Colombo, has 
won the 1st prize awarded in the All-Ceylon competition for the 
best design of the proposed Victory Column to be erected short- 
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ly in Colombo. For this competition several famous artists from all 
parts of Ceylon competed. Ihe prize offered is Rs. 200 in cash:— 

J. C. G. 

399 

Loal Board Election* 1919 

This election came off on the 31st ultimo. For the Eastern 
Ward Mr. C. Arulampalam, the sitting member, was returned un- 
opposed. For the Western Ward, Mr. M. Asaipillai opposed Mr. 

K. Kanagasabai, the sitting member. Mr. Kanagasabai after put- 
ting in a few votes in his favour, retired. When the votes were 
finally counted the figures were for Mr. Kanagasabai — 12, for Mr. 
Asaipillai— 132, spoiled 8. In regard to the Central Ward, the con- 
test, which created great stfr, was between R. R. Nalliah, the sitting 
member, and Mr. S. Katiresu. At the close of the polling when the 
votes were counted the figures were for Mr. Nalliah— 266, for Mr. 
Katiresu — 107 and spoiled 7. Mr. Asaipillai was elected for the Wes- 
tern Ward and Mr. Nalliah for the Central Ward. The mode of 
voting was by secret ballot, this being the first time, this system 
was tried in the Local Board Election in Jaffna :— Patriot Jan^ 
14, 1920. 

400 

Tambiab S. Cooke 

Mr. Thambiah was a prominefit and leading member of the 
Local Bar. His father was the late Mr. J. P. Cooke, head-mas- 
ter of the Vaddukoddai English High School and the Manager 
and Proprietor of the **Morning Star'’ and his mother was the 
daughter of the late N. S. Strong. He was Proctor of the Dis- 
trict Court of Jaffna for the last 30 years. He had a very large 
and lucrative practice at the Bar, and was held in high esteem 
by the many District Judges before whom he practised. His eldest 
son is Dr. Gunaratnam Cooke, M. B., b. s. (London). His second 
son, Mr. T. C. S. Jayaratnam is in the Indian Civil Service:— 77te 
Morning Star, Feb. 2lst 1920 

Mr. Chelliah H. Cooke, who was on the Teaching Staff of 
the Jaffna College and who is at present connected with the 
**Moming Star” as its Tamil Editor is a brother of Mr. Proctor 
Thambiah Cooke. 

401 

Ttfitioa Scholarship 

I am glad to announce that one tuition scholarship was found- 
ed in the course of the year by Mr. Samuel. F. Johnpulle, Head 
Clerk of the Loan Board Office, Colombo, in commemoration of 
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the consecration of His Lordship Dr. Jules Brault, as. Bishop of 
Jaffna, and a tuition-half scholarship by Mr. V. Murugasapillai of 
Vannarponnai in memory of his late wife, Mrs. SelvaKanmany 
Ammal :— of the Rector of Sk Patrick's College )or 1920. 

Mr. Samuel F. Johnpulle is the only surviving son of the 
late Mr. Fredrick Johnpulle. Young Johnpulle after 4 very suc- 
cessful career in St. Patrick's College received his first appoint- 
ment under Government in the P. W. D. Colombo, in 1890. He pass- 
ed the Government Clerical Examination in 1893, and was em- 
ployed at Kurunegala, Negombo, Colombo and Kandy till January 
1904, when he was transferred to the General Treasury. In 1907 
he was specially selected to the office of Chief Clerk of theXrin- 
comalee Kachcberi to introduce the new system of accounts which 
was then being adopted throughout the Island. In 1911 he was 
transfered to the NuwaraEliya Kachcheri as Chief Clerk and was 
next promoted to the present post of Chief Clerk, Loan Board. 
He was promoted to Class 1 Grade I from 1 st February 1920. 
In aH the stations he served, he has established a high 
character as a throughly upright, straight-forward and efficient 
officer, enjoying the confidence of the Government and the good- 
will of the people. Mr. Johnpulle has always been willing and 
ready to help those who deserved help and his generosity has 
been directed towards the relief of needy orphans, some of whom 
he has fed, clothed, educated and settled in life. His latest act 
01 philanthropy is the founding of a scholarship of Rs. 1000 in 
connection with St. Patrick's College. This scholarship is intend- 
ed to commemorate the consecration of Dr. J. A. Brault, o. M. i., 
as Bishop of Jaffna. By the terms of the endowment provision 
is made for the support and education of an intelligent Catho- 
lic pupil wliose parents are too poor to defray the expenses of 
his higher education. It may be noted that this is the first re- 
gular scholarship founded in St. Patrick’s College since it came 
into being seventy years ago D. A. P. 

402 

Hiss (Dr.) H. R. Williams ^ 

This distinguished young lady has taken up duties in the 
Inuvil Hospital as Assistant to Dr. Curr. She took up the four 
year’s course of the Madras Medical College, and was registered 
by the College In 1918 as a Medical Practitioner, ’legally quali- 
fied for the practice of Medicine Surgery and Midwifery.” Her con- 
nection with the Government Maternity Hospital, Madras, gave 
her oppportunities for special training in midwifery and diseases 
of women and children:— T/re Morning Star. 
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George Stanhope Aseervatham 

Mr. Stanhope was a grandson of the late well-known and 
wealthy Aseervatha Mudaliyar. lie was educated at St. Patrick’s 
College and afterwards at the Jaffna Central College where he 
had a distinguished career, passing the Calcutta Entrance Exam- 
ination, On the completion of school studies, he proceeded to 
Colombo and took up law. On the sudden death of his father 
he had to come to Jaffna. He was for some years teaching at 
St Patrick's College and latterly at the Hindu College:--^. C. 
Guardian, March 13, 1920, 


404 

Bev* G. G. Brown 

Giles Gorton Brown was born April, 9, 1869, in Bellwood, On- 
tario, Canada. His father. Rev, Robert Brown, was of ^otch 
parentage. In September 1899, he was married to Miss Clara 
Pendleton, with whom he became acquainted in Oberlin College, 
and they sailed for Ceylon, October 7th, arriving in Jaffna, Dec- 
ember 11th. 1899. His life here is an open book. There have 
been some who did not fully understand the meaning of that 
book. But to uncounted hundreds, his life as Station Mission- 
ary, Principal of Jaffna College, and Evangelistic Missionary has 
brought blessing and comfort and strength. With him tlierewas 
neither high nor low. His heart went out to those who were in 
need, either physical or spiritual:— iUor/img March 20th, 1920 . 

405 

Very Rev. Fr. Charles Beaud 

Fr. Beaud was connected with St. Patrick's College for many 
years as Principal and Professor. He was on the missions and 
then in the Seminary as Superior and Professor of Theology, 
When Fr. Beaud took charge of the College, he started a class 
of Surveying and Levelling and taught those subjects successfully. 
He was at the same time Professor of Mathematics and Science. 
He dedgned and built the ^ience Laboratory oi St Patrick’s 
College. This is one of the best laboratories and is built on the 
moat modem lines:—/ C. Guardian, 

42 
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Birthday Honoors, 1920 

Justice of the Veace, Jaffna District. 

Mr. Philip Moses» retired Chief Clerk, Minor Courts. Jaffna. 
Retired last April, after 37 years highly meritorious service. Is 
much respected by the general public of Jaffna. 

Adigar. 

Mr. Cadirgamar Murukesar Siniiiah, Mudaliyar of the Gov- 
ernor’s Gate, retired Shroft, Jaffna Kachcheri. Has ren- 
dered long aiLd faithful services to the Government. Is a 
member of the District Road Committee and a member of 
other local bodies and institutions in Jaffna. Is the manager of 
certain educational institutions and author of a Tamil Work on 
Agriculture. Is greatly respected by the people of Jaffna. 
Mudaliyars of the Governor's Gaiet 

Mr. Paul Chinnadurai Nicholas, Mudaliyar, Extra Office Assistant, 
Jaffna Kachcheri. Has rendered 32 years valuable and faithful service to 
the Government. Has recently been appointed to class V of the Civil 
Service. 

Mr. Mangaperumal Binnatamby Ramalingam, Chief Mudaliyar, 
Jaffna Kachcheri. Has done excellent work as Chief Mudaliyar 
Jaffna Kachcheri, 30 years service. 

Mudaliyars 

Mr. Iru Marapu Tiyya Chellappa Rasanayagam, Secretary, Dis- 
trict Court, Jaffna, 30 years service. Has done excellent work as 
Secretary for the last 7 years. Has an unblemished record. Took 
a keen interest in agriculture in Dumbara District, where he 
was instrumental in establishing the htst Co-operative credit Society 
in the Island. He is a Tamil Scholar of great repute and takes 
a special interest in all literary and social matters. 

Mr. Saravanamuttu Vythianathar Wickremasinga, Tamil Inter- 
preter to the Governor and chief Translator, 23 years service. 
Strongly recommended by the Principal Assistant Colonial Secretary, 
In view of the position which Mr. Wickremasingha holds and has 
held with great acceptance for %e last five years:—/. C, Guardian 
June, 5/1920, 

While the recipients of Birth Day honours, the list of whose 
names appears above, have all our congratulations, we must, 
knowing, as we do so intimately his merits, offer our hearty feli- 
citations to Mr. P. Moses on his well-deserved distinction. **JuS- 
tice of the Peace,” is a fitting title to one who has throughout his 
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long years of service been endeavouring to promote peace and 
concord among all classes of people. We regretted his recent re- 
tirement from Public Service not so much for his own sake as 
that of the poor and the helpless whom his official position en- 
abled him to 'befriend. The official remark which is in itself a 
fine testimony says that Mr. Moses is much respected by the 
Jaffna Public and that is literally true. It is a compliment to 
him as well as to the people of Jaffna who know how to appreciate 
a man’s true worth. We wish that God may grant Mr. Moses 
a long life to enjoy the honour so deservedly won:— Ibid, 

In 1903, Mr. Moses married Rebecca, the youngest daughter 
of the late Solomon Gabriel Puvirajasinghe, Proctor. 

407 

WiUiain Mather 

Mr. Mather was the managing Director of the Jaffna Com- 
mercial Corporation and head of the firm of Messrs, Wm. Mather 
&Sons Ltd. He was possessed of untiring energy and enor- 
mous business talents. He was the life and soul of the Jaffna 
Commercial Corporation, which is the only Banking Institution in 
Jaffna and has been of miich use to the public:— T/re Ceylon 
Patriot 

Mr. Edward Mather, who succeeds his father as Managing 
Director of the Jaffna Commercial Corporation and head of the 
fiip of Messrs. William Mather & Sons Ltd., Solomon Mather, 
Inspector of the Stores of the Commercial Corporation Branches, 
Dr. George Mather, M R. c. s„ l. r. c. p, who is in extensive prac- 
tice in Jaffna, Rev. James, 8. Mather, Pastor, Alfred Mather, 
Agent, Ceylon Steam Ship Company, and William A. Mather, Broker, 
are the sons of the. deceased gentleman. 

408 

B.JoachimpiIIai 

Mr. Bernard Joachimpillai is a well known and popular Not- 
ary of Jaffna, practising in the English and Tamil languages. He 
had a distinguished career in St. Patrick's College where he re- 
ceived his education and where he was employed as a teacher 
for some years. Some fifteen years ago he passed as a notary 
and is practising his profession ever since. He is prompt and 
expeditious in the discharge of his duties— qualities which have 
secured for him an extensive practice: - -A* B, 

409 

TamU Training Schools 
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QsituufraS^a&rjgt Q^iri^jft, j^uuw 

i.#79ni O^nL.ssaQjB'iilQ pt»»mat£iuifaS 04 jp 

ML^ 0 puuLiQQi 08 €hp pf. isf^w^fidS pi^adf Qineiu, aLflO^ciDaiiii 

9LPnrC.€njQ^nfff^'at tS/p^iofUi ^uunL^jfa^uSQst p^snutP^Uff/ifi 
MtuffnuS^ip^ir, ppsnm ^unpSuinir Quiw, gflartupihiS 
tLU^ 0 fi(U(in^ Omm, Qm^, a. 0 Lo!tjr^wtSuu^i 9 ~pi» 

fjimtr mi^QiLtr^ Qpear Qlco^ ^ffearaoL^a^ih ^trmationdjm spp 
flBi. »eiigpif Qu€mu^u.ffa^{^tjb Qsird iJSsi^^BBrfC^pffipjp. ptm 
miA 9^iU9pJSiuniuir Oiosio, ^seajgirujsih. Qsff^ihLfp^mpuu 9 L^ 
#.Y%K> mpwSMuS&p^iaadQ^Pffip^. j^fideouipudis^LD m.U9pfiu>0 
0 m 9Sp. PtSlifiQfipjpj ta9p» iSeSluL^ SjmtdmG^m' Qpdfi 

ajQ/ff ^mdsem ^msStLHE/stafi^pih acaSppfdgpih mmmmffnii 8 m 
Lfppsms( 0 d 0 ^dQQiuff^u)ffid/ 0 sSim(j^/r, tSijStumff ^itOm 
pi£i^ §^nemipjpfth Qpndp^irntu jj^msammd ^a0#4«» 

p/mmtrnjprm (y^peShu t^&opmmsm ^tup/S ^ 0 sO 9 m 0 d, 
QiLpm^/SiurnffsOmaOi g^uuirL^s/r^eiMiSm tut^m 9i^u90fdwa9P9%0U 
umi Outshf, jf, Qpama^y Oldou, Qp. tS^mr&mfiJSm^ mmu 
mimm. g)m 0 m Qppmmii spetSduS^^ Qu 9 jpLjL 9 m ^tpuQiid 
^Jipnw^ffmmm , unmuai^ L^^psms^d 0 th ^sOQiu9^m 
^%sm0BH0tJoai90M&09, ppQua^^Mtfiuuamanh smi mfliu9mtfdS 
t9L^0^uQu90^^pfi 9Spfiajti9taimm0 p'momiL 9LU9pfi9i9m 
0Ui99S0dQ09, ^amaL^9m0nm^9 9dlpfiiuou0fim 0s9iL(Sld8 

«»#u Qppmnmpffdi Q09L^dsth ^^dpffiaCJdQpmm mdiSpi^pp 

mms 0 jm 0 ^dQQiundk, QmthiJtpuu9L^4Fn%^ tuQoiwsSItjm 
%smds9iipjp. Qudw, /f^3pu> ^utidfifuiftuff. 

pltmm^ ^Qu9mu9i^9iii^, g)^ u)Ss sees uSI&^^4fP9 dip jft. 

P%99 mm 9LU/*p^ajiiuff QiLmy. ^muk : — A T. 

410 

C Sittampalam 

News received that Mr. C. Sittampalam of St Peter's Coll^ge^ 
Cambridge, son of Mr. A. Cathiravelu, Crown Proctor, Jaffna, has 
got through Part II, Mathematical Iripos. Mr. Sittampalam did 
not attend the examination having sustained an accident and 
broken his right arm, but in view of his past work, the Univer- 
^ty has granted him what is c^ed aegrotat Tripos^ the degree 
granted to persons who are sick or indisposed and cannot take 
up the examination:— Mifdfc Organ, 

411 

A New Pomp 

A Jaffna Tamil gentleman has invented a new pump for 
baling large volumes of water. A demonstration of the working 
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of the new pump was given at the Office of the Provincial En- 
gineer, W. P., Mr. W. C. Price, when Mr. A. E. Caldicott, the De- 
puty Director of Public Works was also present. It is claimed 
for the invention that water could be baled out of streams or 
wells with a minimum expenditure of labour, besides having the 
added advantage of being able to pump water to very high levels. 
The demonstration was highly successful. The inventor (Veera- 
gati Arumugam) is now applying for a patent to the Registrar 
of Patents : — Ceylon Observer, July 16th 1920, 

The patent has since been granted. 

412 

C Namasivayam 

Mr. Namasivayam was a much respected member of the com- 
mercial life of the Colony in addition to being a prominent figure 
in financial circles. He was an ex-chairman of the Low Country 
Products Association, and owned cocoant estates at Kalutara and 
Kumegalla, and rubber plantations at Chilaw and Ratnapura. It 
was in philanthropic work, however, that Mr. Namasivayam was 
best known to the genera] public. He had been looking forward 
keenly to layin‘g in August the foundation stone of the new lib- 
rary he has given in connection with the proposed new Univer- 
sity. He has also offered an art gallery to the city. At Keeri- 
malai in Jaffna, he conducted and financed a charitable institu- 
tion, to which he attached a Reading Room. He was a member 
of the Royal Asiatic Society. Mr. Namasivayam leaves behind 
him a widow, a daughter (Mrs. J. Thiyagaraja) and a fourteen 
year old son and a brother:— Ccy/on Observer^ July, 29, 

413 

Dr* H. Sbuutamby 

Dr. M. Sinnatamby, M. d., f. r. c. s., who only lately retired 
from the post of Superintendent, Colombo lying-in-home^ held a 
high position in the Medical Profession in Ceylon. He was esteem- 
ed as a citizen of sterling qualities. He was philanthropic and 
had a great pleasure in serving his countrymen in various ways. 
He was one of those whose names were .suggested for the Tamil 
seat in Council when the last term of the Hon. Mr. K. Balasin- 
gham expired last Ceylon Patriot, Aug, 28, 1920, 

414 

Amupoiaiiie (Hrs. S- HaUock) 

This lady was the daughter of Veerasingham Chellappah of Na- 
valy and a sister of C. Rajanayagam Mudaliyar, late Secretary of 
the District Court of Jaffna. She married the late Dr. S. Hallock 
and leaves behind five sons and four daughters;- //fm/u Organ, 
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Tbe Tcfflpallai Training School 

When the American Deputation of 1855 decided tq abolish the 
Batticotta Seminary, this institution served to fill the gap. Which 
it did admirably till the Jaffna College was established in 1872* 
Looking over the long period in which this institution has flour- 
ished, first at Vaddukoddai, and then at Tellipallai, we may notice 
three outstanding points of usefulness in its career. The first is 
the high grade Christian training given to the pupils which en- 
abled the Christian Community to be supplied with well-equipped 
pastors and numerous teachers for the vernacular schools through* 
out Jaffna. The second direction in which this institution has 
served the public is its work in fostering the Tamil language and 
literature. The third point of its usefulness is the industrial de- 
partment started by Rev. T. S. Smith:'— The Momtng Star, August^ 
28th 1920, 

Among those who were connected with the Tellipallai Train- 
ing School as headmasters, Mr. S. S. Jeremiah was one the 
most prominent and distinguished. He was a sound Tamil Scholar, 
gifted with good poetical talents. He has written some popular 
school books of which the Tamil Readers for the senior classes^ 
have been pronounced excellent:— A. Y. 

416 

a. Aromoga Upathiyayar 

This scholar is well-known and respected among Ceylon Ta- 
mils. For more than 40 years he has continuously worked for 
Tamil literature as a teacher, as the publisher of about eight 
Tamil works, and as public reader and expounder of the Puranaa» 
the Ramayana and Mahabharatha in temples and popular enaaem^ 
bMesz— The Hindu Organ. July, 29. 2920. 

417 

Dn Gifiiam F. Cooke> H- B* L R* C H. R« C 

Dr. Cooke received his early education at the Jaffna Central 
College and finished his College course at the Royal College. Ar- 
riving in England in 1912 he joined St. Bartholomew’s Hospital 
London, and had a distinguished career having held the appoint 
ments^ Resident Midwifery Surgeon, Senior House Surgeon and 
Opthalmic House Surgeon. Latt^ly he hdd an important post at 
Shoreditch Infirmary:— Hindu Orgem, May. 27, 1920. 
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418 

Aineriaa Medical Mission Work 

One hundred years ago, Dr. John Scudder took up his work 
as Missionary Physician at Pandateruppii, where can still be seen 
the building erected by Dr. Scudder and used by him as a small 
ho^ital and dispensary. In 1833 Dr. Nathan Ward took up me- 
dical work at Yaddukoddai. When Dr. Scudder was transferred 
to Madras in 1837 to found the famous Arcot Mission, Dr. Ward 
fitted up a small hospital in the Seminary buildings and began 
the training of Tamil physicians. To Dr. Fisk Green belongs the 
honour of developing an institution for medical service to the 
whole country. Dr. Green was the pioneer of an organized de- 
partment of Medical Work in the Mission. The work so well be- 
gun was again taken up by Dr.^ and Mrs. Scott in 1893 and in 
1898 another important addition took place in the establishment 
of the Medical Work for women at Inuvil in charge of Dr. Curr. 
The building of the Manipay Hospital, the opening of the Green 
Dispensary at Karadivu, the remarkable development in buildings 
and extent of the McLeod Hospital at Inuvil arc quite recent. 
The M. S. OcU 16th 1920 

One hundred years of American Medical Mission Work. 

1820 — Dr. John Scudder. the first Medical Missionary to the East, 
began his labours at Pandateruppu and Chavakachcheri. 
A few young men trained to practise Western Medicine. 

1833 — Dr, Ward opened Medical Work at Yaddukoddai. 

1847— Dr. Green assumed charge of the Medical Department. Re- 
moved to Manipay and enlarged. 

1847-73— Expansion of Medical Work under Dr. Green. 60 native 
physicians trained. 4,000 pages of standard medical books 
translated into Tamil, 

1886—1376 patients registered at Station Dispensary. 

1873-1880 — Medical classes continued under native instructors. 
Dispensary work done under trained native physicians. 

1893— Dr. T. B, Scott and Mrs, Mary £. M. Scott reopened the 
Medical Work at Manipay. 

1883-1913— Period of large growth and service of Hospital and 
Dispensary at Manipay under Dr. and Mrs. Scott. Growth 
from 35 inpatients in 1894 to 1,166 fn 1911. Dispensary 
patients 3,670. Work largely self supporting. 

1893-98— Women's Medical Mission projected and brought to frui- 
tion in McLeod Hospital at Inuvil, by the Misses Leitch* 
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l89S— *S. P> Green Memorial Ho^ital opened at Karadivu. 

1898^24th September McLeod Hospital formally opened in charge 
of Dr. ). H, Curr, 

1900~-Branch Dispensary opened at Chavakachcheri and con- 
tinued for two years. New surgical Ward opened at Inuvil. 

1911— New Maternity Ward, Mcleod Hospital completed. Eh- 
tire cost, (Rs. 10,000) met by gift of grateful patients and 
their friends. 

1913— Medical work at Manipay placed temporarily in charge 
of a Tamil physician. 

1916— Formal opening of “Centennial Cottage" for private patients, 
Inuvil. 

1918 — ^Somervile Ward opened at Inuvil. 


Freeman Memorial Ward dedicated 
patients at Inuvil Hospital, 

for the use of poor 

Statistics 

1908 

1919 

In-patients 

882 

2041 

Dispensary Patients 

1905 

3848 

Maternity Cases 

141 

488 


Tim Morning Star, Oct, 23rd, 1920. 

419 

PMuumpalam Ramalingam 

Mr. Ramalingam is the son of the late Mr. PonnampaJam of 
Nallur, who was a member of the Clerical Service. Mr. Rama- 
lingam's elder brother, Mr. Villavarayan, Barrister-at-Law, was 
a University Scholar from Ceylon. Mr. Suntheralingam, an- 
other Jaffna young man, passed the Indian Civil Service Exam« 
ination last year. Mr. Ramalingam is the fourth yomig man from 
Jaffna to pass this very difficult competitive Examination :—The 
M. S. OcU 16th 1920. 

420 

laoSiliib CheUiab ChristnuspiUai 

Mr. Chelliah was educated in the Jaffna College. He taught 
at the Tellippallai school for a time^ and then entered the Mad- 
ras University where he took his degree. He then joined 
the Government Service in which he rose, to the position of 
Tudiildar, and on his retirement was made a Rao Sahib. After 
his retirement, he accepted the position of Dewanship in 
a Zeoundeaii \n Smgampatti, Trlnnevely District He leaves 
bcihind lus widow, six children, an aged mother, and two 
brothers, Messrs, S. C. K. Rutnam and J. C, V. Rutnam of Co- 
lombo and two sisters;— The M.S., Oct. 30th, 1920. 
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421 

Fer. C* D. Yelopillai 

Rev. C. D. Velupillai was born in 1861 and was 59 years of 
age at the time of his deatlL He belonged to a Hindu family, and 
came under Christian influence in the Tellippalai Training School 
which he entered in 1873. and from which he graduated in 1877. 
He was one of the best products of the Training School, and 
was one of the splendid men whom that institution has given 
to the Christian Ministry in Jaffna. He had an aptitude for his- 
torical studies, and his work on the history of the American 
Mission is at present in the press, and is expected to be 
a full account of the work of the American Mission churches for 
a century, Mr. Veluppillai had a reputation of being a good 
Tamil scholar, and his regular contributions to the ''Morning 
Star*’ were highly appreciated:— T/re Morning Star, Nov,, 13th 
1920 

422 

Dr. J. H. Handy. M. D. 

Dr, Handy was the youngest son of the late Rev, T. P. 
Handy, Incumbent of the C, M. S. Church at Nallur. After 
serving for a few years in the Ceylon Medical Department, Dr. 
Handy proceeded to Singapore and started private practice. He 
made a great reputation as a medical practitioner and had till 
his death the leading practice in Singapore. He was the family 
physician to His Highness the Sultan of Johore. In 1917 Dr. 
Handy went to England and obtained the m. d. degree at the 
University of Durham. Dr. Handy was also a great philanthro- 
pist. He built and furnished at his expense *The Handy’s Lib- 
ray” attached to St. John’s College in memory of his late bro- 
ther, the Rev. Charles Handy, B. A., Headmaster of St. 
John’s College. The “Fall Dormitory” attached to 
St. John’s College was also built by him in memory of Revd. 
Fall, who was Dr. Handy’s tutor. His philanthropy extended far 
beyond the circle of his early career. The big response from the 
Straits and F. M. S. in connection with the relief of distress caused 
by the floods in Jaffna in 1918 was due in a large measure to 
the example set by Dr. Handy and the prompt measures he took 
on a tetegiam from the Editor of this paper: -Crj-toi Palmt, 
Nov, 10th, 1920. 
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423 

The Jaffna Inthirai Oil MlQs 

The installation of the oil engine and mill which has cost over 
Rs. 60,000 to erect, is due to the enterprise of Mr, C.S. Kandiah 
Chetty. At the opening of the Mill, Sir William Tw]mam, K. c. 
M. G., who may well be considered the G. o. M. of Jaffna, pre- 
sided:— 77<e Ceylon Patriot^ Dec, 15th 1920, 

424 

Joel Fitch 

Mr, Fitch was educated at the Batticotta Seminary and be- 
longed to the last class of that institution. He served as personal 
assistant to Father Smith and Father Hastings for a time, and 
then was appointed Headmaster of the Udupiddi Girl’s School. He 
was then employed under the Misses Leitch at Manipay and 
subsequently appointed Evangelist of the Manipay Hospital, from 
which position he retired some years ago. He leaves behind his 
two sons. Rev. Edwin Fitch, Missionary in North India and Ro- 
bert Fitch, Broker in Colombo, and one daughter, Mrs. J. V. Chel- 
lappah. Mrs. C. H. Cooke, his eldest daughter, died some years 
ago:— M. 6\ Jan, 8th 1921, 

425 

M. Aynkhpillai 

The deceased was a gentleman of high and stem principles, 
well cultured and possessing great influence among all commu- 
nities. He was much respected for his upright character. He was 
67 years old and leaves behind a widow, one daughter and three 
sons, one of whom, Mr. A. C. Mohideen, succeeds him as manager 
of the Abdul Cader & Co. Store in Main Street^ Jaffna:— The 
M. 6. Jan, 24th, 1920, 

426 

The Golden Jubilee Celebration of St. Patrick's College 

The 26th day of December 1900 will ever be remembered by 
the people of Jaffna as a day of great rejoicing. On the morn- 
ing of the day Mass of Thanksgiving was celebrated by the Bis- 
hop. Te Deum was chanted and the service was brought to a 
close with the Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. The Gymkhana 
meet came off the next day. This over. His Lordship Dr. Joulain, 
the Rev. Fathers and the gentlemen present entered the College 
Hall. Father Dunne, the Principal, said that, as the Secretary of 
the Jubilee Celebration Committee who had undertaken to write 
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out the History of the College, was still indisposed, he had to 
introduce to the audience his brother, Mr. John H. Martyn, to 
read the account, the latter had pr^ared. Mn Martyn then read 
out the History of the College. This over Mr. P. E. Francis, 
stepped forward and read a beautifully illuminated address. Mr. 
M. R Swampillai, the Hon*ry Secretary of the Jubilee Committee, 
presented to His Lordship a purse of over Rs. 800, contributed to 
in aid of the Golden Jubilee of St. Patrick’s College. The Bishop 
then left the Hall. Light refreshments were served round in 
abundance. 

The next day came off the cricket match between the past 
and present pupils of the College. In the evening the annual 
Prize*giving function took place. A Drama entitled '’Malediction” 
was put on the boards and the grand celebrations came to a 
very successful and happy close:—/, C. Guardian^ 12ih January 
1901, 

427 

Sir AmloIaTaiiar Katnagaabai 

The Hon. Mr. Ambalavanar Kanagasabai was born at Tellip- 
palai In Jaffna district in 1S56, and educated first privately and 
afterwards at the Madras University, where he graduated in arts 
in 1878 in the Christian College.* He then studied Law under the 
late Mr. C. L. Ferdinands, Deputy Queen’s Advocate, and was 
called to the Bar in August, 1882. He practised at Jaffna, where 
he became the leader of the Bar. In that capacity he identified 
himself with various movements for the welfare of the people 
of the North, and took a prominent part in the agitation for 
the Northern Railway, making a telling speech in favour of it, 
when Sir West Ridgeway first visited Jaffna in 1897. Nine years 
later his appointment as Tamil member of the Legislative Coun- 
cil was generally welcomed and he held that position for ten 
years. Mr. Kanagasabai did good work in Council and though 
he was never aggressive, he showed an amount of firmness when 
he advocated any particular cause, while his tact and good sense 
won for him the esteem and respect of the officials. Mr. Kana- 
sabai is a member of the Royal Asiatic Society and the Agri- 
cultural Society; and has been on the Board of Education, Pre- 
sident of the Board of Directors of the Hindu College, and a 
member of the Committee of the Victoria Home for Incurables. 
It may be mentioned that he is the third Tamil gentleman to 
be Knighted, the late Sir M. Coomaraswamy having been the first 
and Sir Ponnampalam Arunachalum the second:— TAc /. C. Guar. 
dlpn. 
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Hudson Paranuswamy 

Mr. Hudson was a distinguished Professor of the Jaffna Col* 
lege. He took great interest in the Jaffna Association, in the 
Korth Ceylon Educational Association and in aU Christian and Tem- 
perance movements. His scholarship in Latin and Tamil was so 
high that he was selected by the Madras Univexsity as a com- 
petent scholar to collaborate in the compilation of the Tamil Lexi- 
con to be published under the auspices of that University:— O. 

429 


Rev* Joseph Benjamin 

Mr. Benjamin belonged to a respectable family of Columbu- 
turai and was born in 1831. His parents were rigid Hindus. His 
father Kuncher Kanapathipillai was manager of the Pillatyar Tem- 
ple at Uanthaikulam in Columbutiirai. Young Benjamin was 
sent to the Chundicully Seminary where he came under Chris- 
tian influence. Rev. O’neill then in charge of the Church Mis- 
sion found him to be a lad of parts and promise. On his gradu- 
ation along with the late Solomon JohnPulle and other distin- 
guished students he was appoii\ted a teacher in the Chundicully 
Seminary. In course of time Mr. Benjamin became a Christian 
and was the means of converting the other members of his 
family. Mr. Benjamin studied for the ministry and worked as a 
pastor under the Wesleyan Mission at Point-Pedro, Jaffna, Trin- 
comalee and Batticaloa. He was a good Tamil scholar and 
has written some religious works. Rev. J. V. Benjamin, the retired 
Pastor of the Wesleyan Mission and Dr. Richard Benjamin, who 
is well-known and popular with all classes of the Jaffna com- 
munity, are his brothers:— P. H. B, 

430 


Lance Corporal R. Aiyadorai 

Whilst firing at the enemy, Lance Corporal Aiyadurai was 
sniped through the head and killed instantly. He was a very 
gallant man. He set a fine example to all ranks on account 
of his cleanliness, smartness and cheeriness. I felt his loss very 
keenly as I had grown very fond of him. He died the death 
of a brave soldier. He was buried on the battle field : — letter nr- 
edved by Mr. C. /. Aiyadurai, father of the deceased, from E. E 
Freeman, Lt, Col 23rd Royal Fusiliers, B. E. F. England, 
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F. If. S. HospiUI 

The most important conditions on which the transfer of the 
Friend-in-need Society's Hospital was made were that the Gov- 
ernment should appoint two unofficial visitors ; that they should 
name two wards^ one after the late Mr. P. A. Dyke, and the 
other after Sir William Twynam : that they should complete the 
half-finished Victoria Lying-in- Ward, and call it the Victoria 
Jubilee Ward ; and that they should respect the caste and re- 
ligious feelings of the patients in the Hospital, by making pro- 
vision for food 'being prepared and served by such cooks as 
would suit all castes:— /findM Organ, Nov, 27th 1907. 

432 

Ktmuraswamy Polavar 

Chunnakam Kumaraswamy Pulavar is widely known and res- 
pected among the Tamils for his deep learning. He is one of 
the founders and a leading member of the Jaffna Tamil Sangam. 
and the Jaffna ChenTamil Sangam, is the head-master of the 
classical section of the Jaffna Saiva PragasaVidyasalai, and has 
brought out new editions and annotations of several classical 
works. He is also a good Sanscrit scholar::— Hindu Organ, Junt, 
28th 1920, 

433 

Rev. G. J. Trimmer 

Mr. Trimmer was Chairman of the North Ceylon District of 
the Wesleyan Mission. He was a zealous missionary, an able 
administrator, and an impressive preacher. The following parti- 
culars are gathered from the "Batticaloa Lamp" of the 24th 
July 1920:— Mr. Trimmer came to Ceylon in 1877. His first ap- 
pointment was to Batticaloa, as principal of the Boys' Central 
School. One of his colleagues on the staff was the Rev. R. N. 
Sethukavalar, M. a., Vice-Principal, whose death occured the day 
before that of Mr. Trimmer. Two years after, Mr. Trimmer 
went as Superintendent of Kalmunai Station, where in 1881, he 
was married to Miss Caroline Bestall. From 1882 to 1884 he 
was in Point Pedro. He took charge of the Batticaloa station 
again in 1884. In 1889 he went to England, lii 1891 theRevd. 
Edmund Rigg who was chairman of the District, retired and 
Mr. Trimmer succeeded him. For a period of 30 years— a record 
in the Methodist connection— Mr, Trimmer has held that im- 
portant post 



342 


434 

Pad Qihuudtmi Nicholas Hudaliyar, C. C S. 

Nicholas Mudaliyar, who counts large experience in Provin- 
cial Administration, having been chief clerk in various 
Kacncheries and Extra Office Assistant at Jaffna Kachcheri, will 
prove an acquistion to Batticaloa:— Patriot, Aug, 11-1920, 

Mudaliyar Nicholas is an intelligent and capable officer held 
in great esteem by successive Government Agents of the Nor- 
thern and Eastern Provinces, where his official career is being 
mostly spent. Mudaliyar Nicholas is a great agriculturist and 
during his term of office at Tricomalie he assisted Mr. E. B. 
Denham, then Secretary of the Ceylon Agricultural Society, in 
organising shows and promoting agriculture. He contributed a 
useful brochere on ‘‘Agricuture in Tamil Districts,” which was 
generally accepted as a very useful compilation: — C. M , Leader 
June, 4-1920, 

Mudaliyar Nicholas* eldest son Joseph S. Nicholas, is employ- 
ed in the Excise Department as Superintendent, and his 
second son, Dominic V. Nicholas, F, c. L. (B'gham), M. B. T. 
(Lnd.) A, c. R. A. (Glasgow) who was employed under the Cey- 
lon povernment, is now in the Btraits, having married a daughter 
of Mr. M. Cathiravalu, a distinguished Jaffna man widely known 
as the Penang Milionaire. Mr. C. Canagarctnam. Lecturer, Tro- 
pical School of Agriculture, and Mr. W. Sinnatamby, Superin- 
tendent of works of the Jaffna Local Board, are his sons-in« 
law. The Mudaliyar’s present wife, Kanmanipillal, is a grand 
daughter of the late Ethirveerasingha Nitsingha Talaivasingha 
Mudaliyar, Maniagar of Welikamam West, who did yeoman 
Service to the Government, in that, as stated by the Ceylon 
Patriot of 30th January 1891, **he had, at a time when the 
idea of a journey to Kandy was appaling to the Tamils of the 
North, the pluck and promptitude to lead a corps of 600 men 
in order to help Colonel Hardy in the subjugation of the 
Kandian kingdom, by opening roads, carrying baggages, clearing 
the jungle for military operdHons, and by conveying copper 
coins from outstation treasuries to the mountain capital — services 
which he performed fearelssly though at great personal risk.” 

435 

Sabaratna Hodaliyar 

S. Sabaratna Mudaliyar is one of the most prominent and 
leading members of the Hindu community of Jaffna. He is a 
sound Engli^ and Tamil scholar and is a frequent contribu- 
tor to newspapers and magaxines and his contributions are al- 



343 


appreciated. He is also well-versed in Siddaata FWlo- 
Sophy. He is a government officer and has served over thirty 
years in various capacities, and in various districts, as clerk, 
Interpreter Mudaliyar, Kachcheri Mudaliyar and Fiscal and has 
rendered effiicient and meritorious service:— JH. C. 


436 

J. V. Chelliah 

Mr. John Vetivelu Chelliah is the Professor of English Liter- 
ture and Latin at the Jaffna College. He is an M. A. of the 
Calcutta University. He is also the present English Editor of 
the ‘‘Morning Star.** His brother, J. V. Chinniah, is a Proctor 
practising in the Jaffna Courts;— i®. /, 

437 

The Jaffna Apothecaries' Company 

This Is one of the leading and popular houses in Jaffna 
for European Medicines of all kinds. Commenced early in 1890 as 
a small dispensary at **JayaVasa'* in grand Bazaar, it has^ by 
the subsequent addition of Oilman stores, Wines, Spirits and 
Malt Liquors, Drapery and other Departments, secured the sup- 
port and patronage of the general public, and developed into 
one of the most flourishing establishments. Its success is due 
to the untiring energy and strong common sense of the pro- 
prietor, Dr. S. Ponnusamy, who, it must be said to his cre- 
dit, takes a keen interest in ail social and philanthropic move- 
ments;— C. R M, 

438 


James Lawson 

Mr. Lawson James is well-known in Jaffna as a Photograp- 
her. He has been practising the art tor the last twenty years 
and more. He is prompt and expeditious in his work and the 
public patronise him. Some of the Photos executed by him are 
pronounced by competent judges as excellent:— C. P, M. 
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Parikariar Palany 

Mr. Palany was a noted native physician of Nallur. He 
had a good knowledge of Indian Pharmacopoeia and command- 
ed an extensive and lucrative practice. He was very success- 
ful in the treatment of cases of snake-bite. He was a con- 
temporary of Avurampillai, Thambapillai, Kanagasabai and other 
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tative physicians of Jaffna. His son, Sinnadurai. is also a good 
aatiYO physician and is now in active practice atNallur. 

Of the present day native physicians of Jaffna the moat 
aoteworthy are Mutttukumaru of Vannarponne and Kandiah of 
Kanthermadam. They are both very skilful men and command 
a large practice:~C. P. 

440 

AfchUshop Boajan 

That Archbishop Bonjean was in no manner a Ceylonese is 
well-known, yet he was long identified with us as to be one of 
us. He was born the same year as Janies de Alwis and died 
the same year as Sir Samuel Grenier. He was meant to be a 
lawyer by his father, the councillor of the High Court of Riom, 
who desired that his son, Christopher Bonjean, should adopt the 
profession of which he himself was a distinguished member. But 
he who was purposed into higher ends was called from the pro- 
bability of becoming his own people’s law>giver, to be not only 
the Moses, but the Aaron of a chosen nation, far away from 
his country and kindred. The wisdom that blessed him with the 
best and beautifullest of the blessings of time~to minister to 
others and not to be ministered unto— dimmed his eyes to the 
kingdoms of the world and the glory of them, and showed him 
in the last days only from the Pisgah of bis Archiepiscopal la^ 
hours a view of Canaan of Earth’s passing greatness, as the earn- 
est of the more abiding glories of a better Land. Thus from 
the Nazareth of the Northern Province out of which, 1 am told, 
nO good or greatness comes, Bonjean came. The Boake contro, 
versy is well-known about certain Latin words. If the reported 
result of the controversy is to be relied upon. Father Bonjean 
had certainly emerged victorious. In 1868 he wrote on the In- 
opportunists’ Theory of Papal infallibility, an invaluable contri- 
bution commended by 42 Archbishops and Bishops as the most 
conclusive testimony in favour. Should through any unforeseen 
circumstance the memory of Aaghbishop Bonjean die out in Cey- 
lon, it will still live for ever in the Annals of the Eccumenical 
Council of the Vatican. In the year 1878-79 during the epidemic of 
cholera. Father Bonjean rendered great service going about doing 
good. His name is remembered with esteem and reverence by 
all classes of people. He was a great educationist. He contended 
for the Board of Education in 1864 and we today have the Board 
an accomplished fact, p^lon may come to forget the name of 
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ChrisU^her Bonjean, the echoes of his voice may grow fainter, 
the fiery glow of his language may bum itself out in the course 
of ages, and the halo of thunder and earthquake that circles his 
individuality may fade away from the recollection of posterity, 
but neither time, nor the infinite beyond, can blot 'out the work 
and life of one who content **to be poured out as a libation” strove 
to live up to his own motto ”Impendar et Superimpendar”: — Isaac 
Thambyah^ 

441 

Jiffna ini its Administiators 

The Northern Province was one of the earliest to be formed 
and the largest in extent till the year 1873 when Sir William 
Gregory dismembered it by erecting the Nu'*^arakalawiya District 
into a separate province called the North Central. From the 
thirties to the sixties of the last century, a period of about 38 
years, the late Mr. P. A. Dyke was the Government Agent of 
the Northern Province and on* his death Mr. (now Sir) William 
Crofton Twynam, k. c. m. g., who was then in charge of the North 
Western Province and who had long been associated with Mr. 
Dyke as his trusty henchman, first as office assistant and then 
assistant Government Agent at Mannar, secured the appointment 
after a short interval during which the affairs in the North were 
administered by the late Mr, H. S. O, Russel. Mr. Twynam who 
was bom on the 22nd March 1827 entered the Ceylon Civil Ser- 
vice on the 23rd May 1845 at the age of 18, assumed charge 
of the Northern Agency about half a century later and inaugurated 
his administration on the lines of his illustrious predecessor. Thus 
another long reign was ushered in and for fully 27 years Sir 
William was The Raja of the North,’ serving under a dozen Gov- 
ernors and administrators. It would be difficult to enumerate 
the many and various directions in which his beneficient activities 
have been exercised during his administration. They are many 
and well-known to the people. It is sufficient to say that to his 
ability as an administrator he joined a rase sympathy with the 
needs and aspirations of the people. His sympathy was felt not 
only by the educated classes but by the poorest and most ig- 
norant section of the people. He knew the whole of Jaffna in 
a way in which very few Jaffnese themselves know it. 

Sir William strenuously opposed the introduction of both a 
Railway and a Local Board into Jaffna during the 27 years of 
his administration. But things have dianged. The first erection 
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of the Northern Railway so long the subject of agitation and 
pooh-poohed by the first Railway Commission as ‘A Railway to 
the Moon’ and by Sir ArUiur Gordon (afterwards Lord Stanmore) 
as a tantalizing vision, was declared open by Sir West Ridge- 
way in Jaffna on 11th March 1902 and the Local Board was 
established in 1906 with Mr. F. H. Price as its ' first chair- 
man. It may not be known to many that Sir William Twynam 
took an absorbing interest in the, management of the Jafifna 
Friend-in-necd Society which was established by the late Mr, 
Dyke in 1841 and he handed over to it the sum of Rs« 10,000.00 
which had been collected by his friends and admirers and pre- 
sented to him on the occasion of the celebration of his official 
jubilee, on the distinct understanding that the society should 
utilize these funds for the completion of the building known as 
the Victoria Lying-in-ward. The society had spent up to the 
time of Sir William Twynam ’s retirement and handing over ^e 
Hospital to Government in 1907, about Rs.. 20,000 on the buildings 
connected with the ward. But they remained incomplete owing. 
to want of funds. It will be seen that the Hospital was in 
charge of the society for nearly. 66 years. 

Sir William Twynam 's indefinite continuance in the Northern 
Agency was a matter of frequent complaint both on the part 
of the people and of the civilians who looked to the post as 
one of the plums of the Ceylon Civil Service^ and strong re- 
presentations were made to the Governor as well as to the 
Secretary of Slate for the Colonies regarding the manifest in- 
expediency of allowing him to retain his post beyond the age 
limit, in contravention of recognised ndes, when the agent of 
every other Province was frequently changed or transferred. At 
leng^ Mr. Twyna.m was knighted and asked to retire on first Janu- 
ary 1896 with a service of 50 yeai^ exceeding even that of his 
former venerated chief. Between them they administered the 
province for 66 years. The Patriarchal Government of Jaffna 
came to a close with the retirement of Sir William Twynam and 
the late Mr. R. W. levers, C G. promoted over the heads 
of a dozen seniors, was specially sent to Jaffna by Sir West 
Ridgeway tp inaugurate a new and vigorous policy as a HAiair aKt^ 
departure from what was regarded in certain quarteiB as the 
hum-drum administration to which the people in the North had 
long been accustomed. Mr. levers was certainly not a civilian of 
the old schooL As a genial and cultured Irishman he did in- 
augurate a new policy in die North. 

Mr. levers was succeeded by a dozen Government Agents^ 
mmely, Means F. C. Fisher. E. T. Noryes^ G. S. Saxtoa. H. H. 
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Cameron, J. P. Lewis, F, H, Price, H. R. Freeman, C. P. Vaughan 
C. R. Cumberland, R. A. G. Resting and Mr. Rcnjainin Hors- 
burgh, M. A. (Edinburgh), Mr. Horsburgh who joined the Ceylon 
Civil Service on the 19th October 1889 has been working in 
different capacities in the North, first as (^dec. Office Assistant 
and Police Magistrate, Jafifna, Assistant Government Agent and 
District, Judge, Mullaitivu and Mannar resoectively. The unrivalled 
knowledge Mr. Horsbuigh has acquired of the Northern Province 
In his capacity as a Revenue and Judicial Clfflcer and his ap- 
pointment as an Assistant Superintendent in connection with two 
of the most successful Fisheries on record, premiiiently entitle 
him to be its permanent Government Agent. 

Sir William Twynam's interest in the welfare of the North 
even after his retirement is as great as that of any native of 
the country. He is the President of the Jaffna Y. M. C. A. and 
continues to be the President of the Jaffna Public Library estab- 
lidied in 1848, in the fourth year of his administration. He is 
also the President of the Ceylon Agricultural Society .started by 
Sir Henry Blake, and a member of the Plant Pest Board for 
the Revenue District of Jaffna. 

Sir William Twynam headed the deputation that waited on 
Sir Henry Mac-Callum at Queen’s Cottage, NuwaraEliya, in 1913, 
travelling all the way from Jaffna, when the prospects of the 
tobacco trade in Jaffna with the native States of Travancore were 
imperilled by the increase in Customs duty levied, and the res- 
trictions placed on tobacco imported into the States, he was 
able to obtain the Governor’s help to set back a course of action 
that threatened the ruin of the entire tobacco industry in the 
North. 

Sir William Twynam who was drawing «a salary of Rs, 18,(X)0 
per annum at the time of his retirement was granted a pension 
of Rs. 12,333.33cts. per annum with effect from 16th January 
1896 for his long, faithful and meritorious service, and is residing 
at "Alfred Villa”, a fine commodious bungalow on the Beach 
Road, and the people trust that the G. O. M. of Jaffna will be 
spared for the enjoyment of his *’otium cum dignicate” for many 
years to come :— CaiMte Guardian, Dec, 31$t 1915, 



348 

442 

HERKT HAKTYN («r*^ unlin*) 

€jirQujpnJleoiiiGDsij — QuirQujpi fleSdr 

&0^&jDtJLi — LuajrdQiQatrmL^ 
ujfrQ^^iij(^i^/rfBfr — i^^tDoredroi/r 
§iQ^uiSL^tr(^ih — Quir(^uLS^Btri8sir^/f 

m^BST — tSi ^GDmtuffujsQsireAn^ 
»mrt^d(gjfiLjQuujiT — QsirekrL^fSf&nSii^ 
— QmtuudfQ^^fi^ 
m fiffOea orcor 

^^m0(dmir&flo^ — Qu^m/feoHuQuirffiiLiih 
Quifiiuu>ir/sn — ^iRiuourw^uj^fieii 
erQfimfiffffiSdrp — Q^ogm^esis^eiarL^ 
€SiMiraQ^€Br^ei — ^dQsir^ear 

— Q^aSrjpiQsirGStQidt 
^ffOtcsReksir^ ^trp — uffin^jr^afttu 
i^ireBrwKirear — iMireBr^Qupjpf 
Qfi&vQfltruuQirggfi^ — &puLjjpimatnih 
Qujf/ippptrmQu — iS pitSaS^smsaSiD 
aj^irihotiu&ea—canQ^^ifiQe^ 

^ufi pesr^affm^k — pi^ffijpsps 

^gpLJuaup^Bsr — iDcarm^sirarMpjp 
^isfi(diBir€ifl — viikpuSiiiSffpfi 
sriDm^€8efmQuj — jt/uoifidsuSa^eBriR 
mnirueoirQii^ — sir^d^^Quurdjpjpu 
UffQppiSL^ip—ujirtfiUufiQitrififaip 
^iaami(gupueo — psasLotr^Spfiuj/r 
^ir^BQs&reaiDjija^—feOiDiriuaip/SA 
^ASeiruirooa^ — wiaSLjKSpfftfiff 
nmiLi^€orff€appitL—QmLLjLJuareat^ 
^A^uihueoi^pp—OsAmSunrma^A 
y,QffggliG»LDajir-~^U(gpppmp 
€SpfiiuiriSi^Qa)~‘-^ppuOtD€kjpi 
Qstlj^QK3ir€U0th—aBLiLLju}ir(2iuiri^ 
mi^pihiDdsi^ — lumpinmireBRL^ 
ajp^iMrjpf-^^pifp/SQmsmi^m. 
glipmpQ^AJS — minmpmSifSABQpffuuv 
pmmpaSmstffiA — mii^OptrcaftpfiL^ 
MtrpjpmmQuaQp — ^pfiuXtmmrMtAdr 
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ffirs^ — Q/gtSr^LMadliSsi 

9fiU(g€iiji(i/s — MpiSssQsamfaS 
Q/fA€SlujihufidQ^^g^€OisnQmtr€kjS^ 
Qsj^(StOs:^jpf — s&ktQ^oDjrtu€aiir^ 
Q^trsQ^uitrjpi—Qvirik^QsLLs 
SBiuQjrofQ^tuQt^nih — aoufu&57<7iu^tf 

fiiTiLL.^pQjD — tSiLi^^dOss 
oiiruisQ^^aQ p — pneSiuea^ss 
^kJrtafiuBSiL^pp — -Q€U(^piuiT99^ 
^ujQufrjpisa—a^aJLjQufr^Qiih 
tr^pnnpipjp—iBdrjpiOsirML^tsrdr, 
SSijpicasdluSii — €^mjpsuif^iu 
Mp(tutrQff^e^iru)—tS puariDtrs 
^i^mnuirt^mp — mifUfJSiuuiiffM 
SSiuff^(^Qi€npu—Gnuuj^iTsA(Sl 

ffl$^mu»fS ppl ^Ufflf^iUQpSp^i^df 

&IU ! QsQaiirarpi — muuj^€kQ^ir9^9^, 
jgrcydlQmi^Qpui — Qu(^muiLi$.tiS^ 
giL^u>iJ9u)ii^u{Qunr — irirdKlunuiifit^ 
g)L^ilQu(ij^p^jpt — pL^iBs^Q4Fiu^(t/rr 
€imjp jpo/dlQoin^Sl — fSdrjpQtDirjfiiBfSL^ 
eouiu^pfiffpenp — Biu^emrirmp/ 
stmr^aJliucnuiuar — pivirctdiiuiDfBemu 
eSfuA^puiQp^irQar — mtum^tuS^ai^ 
gluuiudifiSar^^ — §njupi^sitssiriu 
wOgriB(^Qtt!QesrmQp — smmmpwfipffi 
p^SmemetB^irmpa — mmmtadliuQnra9irp 
Qpwm^pjSoi^up^filif^i^wdlppuipi 
unL^^atf^p — uil^fJOffQtuppearir, 
uinB^L^€JI(ffApi — ^ia(gjpi3^9/3uj0tinh 
U(g^^ear^€Br—Quri€ipp^g^ 
QsCjj9tmOsiL<Si9irp^fitl uu^ntuornDp^p 
ptBouur^ds^^ — £ wieSiumirtsa 
ivdBrii>€sra90tJ4<r— J7€ar6irf?iuij(7jriru 
svjrSlmG^piil — wfffftSmmBiu 

€imr€m(igu)U^pQpfr€om—u0mmdliu^ijof8dM 
pm‘mmpirjKL.iif.d^^-^S€aru€9dr(jjppdil 
€rthufiBp>ds/t—puiOuir4pfiJUirQ€i 
mBwagju, pfiQ^ird — 

4FttpfdB9i^ — sirpfiaunrsp 
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^9iSssQ^iairjp/ — jgiuw&runrujsQsiLs 
u>irGSaru^(^€airjiQfiff — i^ w r tSm urfiiR 
a>/r/fu«u/f4 &.<^^ — Qfiirmjp ^ihQfitkQer 
^LL(SifBa€njrQuj----~glLLujjDiriu^Q;giflm^ 
9SLLi^i^Qui/r€^eop^ — fiLu^inirfueauD^^^ 
Q^ioeSliLiQeSmi — isiieouiffeafiuufi 
utArsoL^ujojiL® — umkti^^Q^dgULf 
€rear^&oi£ mfiujaae^^ — ^cofGtfiiiiSQ^irjg 
jffiaQanr^rQ — eSfstQ^eSKdfiu 
utru-^tr^eotiSp — sk^uS(j^isp 
LDtreaarfuiT pihQptl, — jsirQeodrearcSeiriaQuj 
eSpfiiu/rirpfia^u 
9FifpfiffSftT%»tiS — (SearjififfuiirQuDcar 
Qp^earQiDinfipp — tndrgp^esurujk 
Q/SM^prruuGoirtLfm — ^ fSuuirQtu<dp^ 
CTtisr/^ /StoirtLiiSL—XSear^^ttiQuiuirp/s^ 
€Br^9^iiS^ — iJl^ear€BHUjipearir, 

— snpfiffikpem'^ 

Og^LSwsrQiDtr^Bir — Qff€arda‘p j^GstJTtutrGaroiir 
eiuQud^pp — Qm&i pQp9Fp^&r 

— ^iflQiuearBSpmpesr 
QjTA(y^pdKDLC — eShuihLfBuQp^ear. 
^mresrmp^ir^ — iqearearpQpeoptuirdid 
«A.«Dr iD€»L^fipA^ — glL^Qine^frmQpdtiB 
9SiLL^jpQuir9i€i{ih — -^teoiD/SttJirp 
QuffmuAaoQpifimjp — mektDearisQM&r^tru 
Qu9ffi9atjpOuff€9^i}i—^se9(ryheSppQpn(d 
umi^nGomiurs — SsoeSaS^mp 
rapfiirQtMeoei^ — (^pfi^unr^ 
eSpuGJTumiin^pff — jspdtoiQ^iuiu 
uia'iLtjB.Qear€8fgptA—piriLi^m(ijp0DL^trA 

s t^ppOpdOMlB dS(lffU>LfQutr0f6t/U> 

iSt^ppOpdoeOir — tdiQj^u>LiQuw99miut 
^irus^pjpp — piruaQpea^tu^^ 
^09Sirp9Bpp^ — gl(^strpspjSL^ 
g^tumiiSesr^^eiSIdr—meupaBptLftMSi^^ 
^diQcirdiatafipm — ^mmO^F/rfii^JB^dr 
^iBSvfiuirpui—uimmtrp^Qtsui 
ppjpmQppBHf^"^^wjipm»mds^mufih 

WmmfiiRupd m M Bdwd^Bmkf L^ aidk. 

Mm9ppptdiQ0irQ—ttmfi€9dMmmmm^w 

^mpuS^mp — 9‘t9mO(gpQpp9Binh 
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QlLJSu)irifiQ^AQui,TI^—fil^(lfipMpjDBf€ir. 

Spu’BSihijSiuth — iBppi^doitgQ 
sopiuiiQoi^ — ffidjtuisp^truju) 
wmLJStQQi^Bonfui — isirtlL^tLiriuda ppaiear 
sil/SKSoi^ — fiLLL^inffujuuuSda-p^A 
€S^ujntLt^ — a^effujirp ^irdr 

Qps-^eijifiujih-^euffaird^aoL^ujQiar 
Qs‘uui^<sSpes>pti^ — QiDiruudoiQ^djQifr^ 
^traiumi^p — ^ffSjruiffiAlQiir 
amirassHujikpear^atr — tnGzrossfieaRffimeir 
utfripirsQareOeoir — unrik p^QpmpojtTtu 
miuut^pdQfujp — eSaJULf^sten^^. 
^ppmsturreff^ — Qp^jrijurs 
mQ^^tuui~jkia&r — U(if^eodffr%eouSd> 
pirs8tifui€aiQippeB)pp — ^fiuuiruei)(t^th. 
^Qjeuir(n^msttS- — €0tp^jptu/5lei)iBGS}S€Buj 
^esarQandp — uiireaatL^(^Gsarppir€k 
Q(ffUQuilQstrLLLjdr — u3puu0LD€areanfid 
firwfiir^fftmSp — s:(ip«LDfniS0ds 
^^&ptp^Qfiuu p — ^jreiiri^&jfleoiBQsir^ 
uQffdisQ^irp^BST-r- iBtutijQupGDBipp&trir, 
^dd^irp^BSTuSed — ^pjeoeSluLorrs 
wtTiLi^d^Bidr&r9i''-"^stnLi^iiS^Qpp eooi^uj 
^ffiKiajSiBdr^ — ireueBiriijLJSeBr 
jpdp^ekru^Qei — ^dpdse0gp(HiiSd9 
eotom pdesrp ikmpiuirdj — Oimp^Quireo 
^8S(uir(rs — Qm^utTfiiRtutrir 
^u>irpfi€BnffQiiTQu0^ — ^iDirppjsdkmiTiLt^ 
isioeSlGo^QujiT® — udiBiensd^irwfijT 

— Q^/SueoiLffeanroiir ' 
QHBpjaL.1^ — iUKpuSiouD@^Qoiif(B 
Q^LLi^&ooiOajdfeo/rdi — QmniLLjt£leO0dfTpj 
Qi&rsi0LilujeoLieir — oieffmQsnmQpBf^dsCi 
mjik p(0lOQi^esr — mmpeSii)eOfriDeo 
^mafluSenpM — Qjmreiru)S^ijfi 


^uun€BtLJip — Qonruudg^Q^iuAa^ d 
Q^ULfOiQio^p^p — puiSptAlesrfSI, 


s p pmirQidiei — eSpuearu>nesarBin. 
^ajjr€uiriBffu>—LDirasirfB0Li€(fuu(Slu> 
MpcJieop iBm’--^ffiB0i8jpipfi 
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uffjFnmfiirQpw — 
^fiQajn(Slspj;ff^^u>^iD^tLfff9 
^u^ssrmunSi — eO/rffOttuniiuMsirm^ 
m^fipLuQuir^s^WL, ^fidiuirs^fieoBeo 
Qiiruj^^ireoswtriu 

Qt^/giiOuirfi^^ — eSermBitftJlQgsGostSeO 
u.fiiufiinreos — iif^ujuifrthQuir(if;g^€ar 
^fiairirsaith^^ ^MupeSq^fimit. 
mirpup^OparjUio — iseo&iuffjfiiBsdiii 
^ppenmssirjF^ii — (^oieituuujruLiu) 
Omppofopem^iu — tuppiL^jpar 
SFkfdfuautS&r'^^-^pmpmAtLp^ 
uMfismuutSeir^emj^^'-^ /RajiBpufnfituirtL 

mii^^pQpnuJmu — Qmi^ediBQgJI 
jy/rfl<w‘/fu0^idl— ctfifl/f/gj&i-Ottiniifiirf 
m^ULfdsAQp/nR—QftiuiHttJupsS 
s/r€Slajini9(afppA — 

^SmMuu^Q^isiu O kmwm iimu.Afimir 
OppdSm^ijp — ^ppGosuupiSeoiu 
JHQfmQoipjpu — U(tfppitt^/fmpaSeo 
4Fifgirfum&nfiiu—minrtrium£if^^ 
L^LjrQi€aru>W(siM€iflBr-^su,miMfu>trup^i 
— up^uSdrOufrptULiih 
g^u.t£/r9iSmiifiL^th^€SLLL^€arffQijb€njnp 
psauiirfiifltufnu — iAI4is^irdSff€»piuinu 
— neS^jpitSAl^iu^siirp 
pmremmiiOiuiiB—piruiflpficrgiparir. 
^ui9/tMsfftl9p-^^GSuir^9jnrufih 
enQt/ffii^LiOupjpf^^BpfiffApu>irdju 
uir^^ip ffLj^^iJ(9jifiiufip€BULmu 
fifittJirsnsA — QuifpQmiQta^Sarir, 
§^pjfi^BBBnjQu!rjpnjQu09inh^AppsAsfiflmw 

gpnu.OmjnBsmfl — AAuunrijuui^uuirir, 
siiuSiumens^pnific^ — UihiJIajiuifA^ih 
ptDjfiQiBjrpeops — sifiQijrsO^fffpfi 
igirffteosmih^ — iBQimf^huppmim 
fi(gppiu>LiJpss^9^-^p^m^iiQsirArujmir. 
sp^mAuar€urmnm—(^ppmpM0^sm(uirij 
gl(gssOmMuirjpth^^(gppirdlQguk^ 
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uOffMMsar—^ueSreifitiSeafisQpth 
ufiLeak^^fieoriii^eifip — uii^thupjpiQurir. 
^SAeoAsaaoR^ — eoedoi pudlQQiiTir 
^dastriiQ(j^m^ — /Fi^c^QiisQptufi 
jffieiir^^esrQssiL — i^pi p e^enL^Qurir. 
gl&rmuoQpirtlQi^ — gfesHtusirearir^d 
SL^eSleBr(iptfi(^ii/ — stft^2BsrtLiGDL^ujjriTdj 
iJirQeuffnQ^iT—uffp^iTw^ir^s^efr 
mn<St€airspuif — ib€S earseSlA^Btr 
^ss€aijihQiA)e)-^^(j^ea)t£iLJL^eOQieBr, 
^m^esTLD^ujtT — ajeia‘pf&^ea>euuSeo 
^Gopu^eian^pip — ^q^odlou seaf!^ 
uir<BlS^BB8riFpj — u(dLSjreOfrupeB)p 
^LJL^ luireSioeOir—^^pufnfl/jufra u 
U/n^QtuQt(^u} — ui^dsof^Q^tupeorir, 
^UL9jreo/ruui^^^Qi&rRu9eSfeirjjptu> 

Q<f LJUd^theSpiDiruj — & ik ^s3iuu®Qi jg . 
mtTL^sias^&r — isAOpearui^a ipQujp to 
^f^Ap^goeSmiff^^—^/BQujearpps^ 
amCopireSeoiTS^Qp — uS^t^puu/riJfLearfir . 

nStrpupQptrmujS^ — /sesar^lvpijbeuuu&S^ 
QpiLeaiL^sQeaaiQpear — QuiV^iiiQinirir^k^uih 
mndjpQpa' mtf. — ^ppOsirQ^^ p^irih 
piTwiraSujpfSp— pGkrcsfiH&Dpppearn . 
(^pfiffiBeoeo — strpfiffLDiTuSgpith 
p€gar€tJHriSGapujp — pi^i^trp^^eo 
^mpQfitup&esiiu — (uwLDLLu^esfipip^&frii. 
iSfffietowuuLuas^Birp — fijTQpjfieuGM&ujnuj 
mi^ pfiiumipfi^ih—m€Bfi&pfiiuc9L^mpearn, 
SBthupjftmireS — eo^gitQiijQ^tr&r^Bir 
QiBiroJirAoiiri^uj — Qmr. tufreir^d^ 
uir€oQu(rgiQptr€nauj(nuu — uQ^mAQ^tr^m^h 
Qoiekrii^tuui^uja eo — Qeu^Q^eoetfLJfear 
€uiriB6€U{gefMBaS^ — oieirminaatririr 
uir€Sleifirs9^ikp! — uesaronren^iuirQen 
^pu^swian^—^pu^^uiaiLi^ ear 
Ua^UjS€B^ff(JLfU)—U^P^Q€UQt9^pr 
u^fitundjssaiLv^u — uu^pirpias^ 
Q^lLsuu®pJ8 — tLfiLseii^QaPfijpearff. 
9BthupwpijS—eoifiQuj(jp^pi 

45 
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iLu^giiuD 

^CBTOD ptuttiS ^^ — QtDffuuwiriueDmppeffv, 
XihuppirjS — e^jTS^th mu.s^ 
sirjififfirQioDSujiriud — sikQpinRedQiis^ 
siQpaifip^t^p^er — sstnl.(du>ffiBsA‘ 
^0«/rcBr/i9>D^^~(y)/fl(L;OuttJGoyri 
QsLL(Sl€t(geos9Seo — Qsiltjf.ppeoru>/rdj 
iLjpiQiLiTifiQ^irideSI — md^QpQuir^ 
pdrQuiu&air — a^eoirdaQijSlujir 
fi ^ofiiniriruiirispir — Qesr^p&irtg^fiiu 
^p^ffeSmL^emi^ — ^fiumtujSikp 
mL^S(g^ui^ear€uir — MsQsfiiuiTtu 
^jpQsireaarQL^iijp^-^GjSai€aart:f.ii9& 
eSanri^QQi^uQun Q — of ®(?u/raaD p 
uiinl.aLdram(S^ — iDptuu^iu^GSia^ 
^nifiujirssp — psseSpmatu 
mmpp(i}pQpir(^fiemj — oiaosoimsiSaur p pi 
gjLjrijQuirdiQpQ^fi — Qaji)eiirQiGa>ss(pui 
Quiuna^m^tluf. — iSmipiuflmpputSimL 
ineirarmijrp^ — tneorp^eiDUMifippi 
fidfijfifUCOL-ip — Qp&liapiQsir6iFu.ear/r. 
Bihu^pih^ — eotfiSiL 
uihiJIiu^Ljeiiir^^uemiiratumfpppif 

^€BUQlUff^JpSlulll^i 

^ekuireiirirsm — pftpiSJpifiuAaMuirio 
Qsirmt^OLjmmhppm — ip^uisCJdpsi 
PIlps^iOmtirjp—SSQffinjiStuMuireo 
0/f AeSi(Slihmyis9»9S — Qai^peemppan ir. 
pihQpGOiL^iDsiri^/^mptUffiihu^iO 
9iLmi^0F9tifUQfih — 9fi^ffuuipiQ€&rn, 
mQp4F9L&iL^^^ — Q^tfpu^Q^vpuunrtu 
4F^pfi0ppLDirtu^ — ^ir^pfiuJQ^ujparir 
9SthupOpirdrufi^€0Qiii^^>dreS(Bpp 
mppspfiay^-spQpireSs^Qu} 
m^ppwumpQvumff^^^ppppimiikpi 
pnmiu^9d-^9iriripmt(^lSi€Br 

PlsarptSfiiiSl"'^9MmMuQupp 
OpkpiL^L^jpfi^-'^mpmpQ^Gfdt 
^wiUmtS^uiS^r — wicpuutf^Qiu 



3S5 


eSeinaQujQuir^9m — 

^dOffir^eanm — lun^Gr^fiwir 
^BSiSearQQiaueSliU — jpiaaj^^iQ/gffeSIds 

Mfid^theSjgiDffiU‘—€u2eeri^^o QujQ^fiuj 
J3Fuiiufilrds—4PGiwnuQuiifdraa^p 
QsirfieSeiria(g^^uifffieuiT/rm 
(»p/rjpnh^tr^dap^--^pffL^dSiLfiheSilt^mir, 
tlSduiifliuifui — tSek^Birs/^/sireSIds^ih 
Q^eStudd^atindlaS^ — Q^LLL^pGanniu^n 
pthiSlQpp^ — atrarQaidueSlujQ^ui 
'^^€ardQ^ffi6l€Si—GarLD0LjQp0iuan 
Qu(yGsrmLDipA — iSpA9wiiQm gpih 
^iLiSdrptpppui — ^gp^irauuu^Qiu 
p ^Qtd peark^^Mtud^ire^tDffss. 

— aSekuuiViudQaiLs 
tsutrffAQpfrjpiw—QiAjpsk^t^uj 
QuAa€kQpirea}sii^ih—Qu0dsQppp^, 
^(dppiDttfratfiuSeo^-^ Qfii^dp^pirds(^u). 
gjdtonFfS^dooadSe^ — 9su^d0u>^eBrQiir 
fi-UL^d0p/ifi — Q&w^QptreMsv^UL^ 
0aopiBp^6S9mQ — &pAjS(9uSlQi€a}Fd 
0mpipfiGiflujff(uiB^Qstr(SQQiGardQ4stL^ 
upueoiBiuirujih^^usffdp^uidrfO 
s^rrdufSjrQpGoptSgpim — pdsSiuaiaia 
Qstr^daoip^ssrji^-^pfBp^iD^eih Qiit 
j^diS 6Sifliuir"^pQi€nff(uds mmQin 
Q€u^ujtrei^gff pfiearff—aSpp^cAQoi^enr® 
p(SiUffUJias—eir€nu>dfiL^uQupp 
eSmamuuQuurekeop — eSee^ir^L^QarQ^fi 
^uQuirQ^fi^nd/GOismu — tutr^oa^sQ^tup 
apir&rwQuidmirAfid^d — ^wduiSdsoi p^anr 
^i^dQ^tr&rerfrin — ^eker fhrcaaoiGmuu 

QueouiS ppgpfUiScirir — tSck^at^tDp^Bsr 

^ihueOQiirmrdpih-^iiigputfduui^Qiu 
Q^ar^dsoiaarir^^ p^aRL^Q^arjp/ 
pdkQ/iesH^iD^€OQip — pa^dSiutnuds/rtlL^ 
^ffOurenpQiupjp/'^^^QuirQuirdpjp 
ptnuff^inlJSd0p — pipear0LJ!ear. 
ui^gpiiAlihuanljf^eir—Q^^^Btrauu^LL.® 
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— 9 mi fieoruOunfiA 

QPQp&esrQffn^iB/rA — Qfiu^m^pmiiBp 
d/rOiirpQistrujjp—Q^tTeSImmQfdjmimap 
^ 0 iD^ pmmsBjh — Qu0motiiQujin^0m^ 
(oamjp^uu^Q^ujp — eueoarms/i^d^ifiiu 
Qinn &)ir4^^mnriAI(csiL — QL^mi(imi€ui ^ 

m pQp^msSp^f — spiral 
Qun^&armonTtAltunrr — 

tSuma p^^L^eaa^tuiroteHTiij^Q^iuuj 
QPQgmifiiki^&saruiffiuU'^UQgppS pmnsiSA 
^^atmQ^iDM'hBtrp — p 1 u€^L^earmm^pjp! 
psssiEaruifimA — ^trpfSanrainm(^, 
^pearQpfijgamuatLi — tnoiirpui pmLjmDL^ 
w^afreSIttS^QiJtffA — unfmarsa pmofth 
Qmdj^QpL^p^i — B/Bempufo/uQi nr(d 
UjreamQueoarQujif/ — sffffmmruurm* 


^up^d^paS — (utr^wirwupfiiB 
Qufnueueadl^ai jp — Qaiu pmuxrmmtmi 
emaipfiuuirmsujirA — mmeupfiiuihQupjp 
mi0€osa9mieSujirfi — 90^ pmtrm 
Q^awpLDtrmsrQpm—pippLiicarjSdjp 
^gnupQpffarjS — miirSiupusi 
sireOLDpmdtA’^seoL^Sot/rjrth 

^mjSiuqpuup — (S^irjrirdSm Sj 
Qud^tu^esfiQujgp — QpiftiufiearpSlA 
Qsi^ €Off p pmfi^eS&S^ifmfii^ 
Qa/eur(^u)mp — mSQguuiBOairmbr^ 
emQipfituirpthmm\D — rnffotmipppotad^ 
LSifiojffeSemL^sA^tSifiiutmirdjdOsirAmS 


LjpuuQijoQmi^iiSA — iDpuuQgmmotpfdiua 
^(TjfptnnQj^ismap — ujtlQsffA^t^irjp 
QiB0iSemLJSsujtu^^ SmnitfftrpeSIm 
&iuiaQmnmiM(Bi — mmsmoojSdji^ 

QmirmpuiS — HvSuuDdjiBmmpp 

P(^miQpQpmpi — pd^mUSilM^dr 

€r€kioirmmrQimf'--r^dr€i^mimLbiSd€ns 

eomiiQQpQeBr4irjpi^~‘^iriQ(LiLLQmwmmi^jpw 

udMpfi(ffsQpird-^uirdppimruiupp 

u>(^immpufiLQsffmirL^^gljrmkrQLjr(gmmHrp£iiL 
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QusjFgptBmjilj — 

gUJiSe^eOireSmu^ — Q^uuuMrdj/sjpdjia 
^ikjuAlMuiJFir — 

^Qttdiemu^iL^^^smpjpLJieBr, 
^QiOjr/r(diBmp^jl€Bruvs^U€O0ih 
tSjreo/ru/iQ/firQ — iSiRA^SL^/gGOjg/f 
^sQoiikflearn — jfiujujQi^t£)iBgrs(^. 
smLJI^ujiBQ----»unrmrL^€arQffffQ4Sdat 
i£SS(^Quurds^i2i — mfrdjikjpuiirdjIis/SQfflL^ 
siTji/f0ii9ir^/f — A0^0<v/r«r/r 
iLirfioiirff/i — ^^BsrQt(tyEisk.uf^ 
^m2esru3ifiiuiTiiSdr—^<^eardQaneSl^dt 
^m^ireanh — LisOihuOeurdi 
Q^tu^Qfdrpm/r—SnoD^seiisisQ^, 
iriBQQiiruir(Ss — €didimir(^s 
^loQsiiSsiQeimffid — s gpiutJSaS^ijg 
LDgp/Gomi^fijDAjp — u>Afiff/F/t 
iSturuj^^irffmdlAir — -QfsifiQsouirff^^ 
^/fiQtu€Brji9/faijp—^mifSeo^sO 
QpAfiuju^^fiS60—(jjpeo/i)Qujir(SlmQi^jfi 
Qet^souSesRdrjp/ JSwusOearsfr^if 
QP(lg^d(g^suiUtpih-"^Qf^pdQsir(dis 
^ p—iugpuiSesrnmi^pih, 
^ApfspsiLtAir — g^KiQQfdfiBfcofQir 
ionC.iSLeafipAjgi—iLmpipmrinrp9Sdr 
uidroH QiffGDL^d^ — ui€aiuSsQmtrAj;i 
QloiQ^mu^iru^—QuiAb jpnH^mm 
€femesSQ(utraQp(ij^mQi — tSmiatL'^BsrimQ^mitd^ 

uiirdj^mQ(t^LLQLjm — oitffiii^igpOuujcnjr 
gfil/deomppGrA.’^^dg-jpiDijQuiuA 
marjpiQijfiA^pM ^mAi^dmufiiueonih. 
Qp^BmeSpdiSi — (iS^p(^Qi ifiQiu 
QitffQppQsQun‘^A-~-Ois(SiQp(^Qiifi(dih, 
u)inLi&,mQupp—uims9lfQirQf 
j^pidptrOirQ^ — Off^9Q^gjQrQgQuw 
er^9iuOudl9^ — gKgoiwtrmiSm^sdr 
Qyiuimhmd-uunLtSLor — ^^(^iL9QgiLi^A 
pmmpmiuijQuirm p — pdmfio^mLJumv. 
OSi*iS^O€tJlarfi—OiumjpiQpmmi^mOiu 
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^Offujff/ra — ^^msaiirskrQsw 
QuirsSujiSA€arff — QuireS^gfis/geSi 
UOfattsSLA^U 

upueieScBfu—u/rt^aQpeoiffuuffff 
QmidikflwiTQ^Fiu^—iBeopm/^eS^^Si^, 
jMtemQ^urmSm^BssTf^pfi — uiirffemr^Q^iu^ 
^fi^oaQuiujSetiuin — 

L^€aresAiu€igQ^id%oa^{^cSaresujiiuiiQiuQffivLi 
^0[«€iart.cBr^^/r^-— Q9(^^U€B>i-.;ff^tt/r. 
^ULftuff€S^€0/r — QwdjuQuiTQ^iLssQieS 
jguu/O^spjpf — €Spuearjr/r8 
^uSffiSffirfi^/gsoilpM^tu^tD 
nauTMiroi fijpt€n/DaS^—OeoirLJU^£fi 
ujSfuiraS(gm/B — u^ian^js (i^mQitodr 
^€Off9SdfSif^e»^0nuj—9^tuifM^iraeStuM 
Q^irpsf&»QiOuir(giLaf€nQi—^G0ia6^^Qpfd 
g^ULfeSjf^afi — €SleoiEtSQiu)eai>Qi^/g6arir. 
ijA^frmki<dmeir/ruJU — uira^jpiuiibQm 
utr^sirmi99m — ujrfijr^fiuirtruj 
€uir(gpmu.^fi — 
m8€uiu^fiQei — mtr^^ffGnipim 
^mi/r^gKeoOsuj^th — eS0Uu(!u}ff<St 
io€Ar^€iQmir0€SmmmuiODp9fi€arffeSGDffaO^. 

^fiffdr — QiuircAr,€r^,inirtLm.^ 
^«0cr/v^iitfO^^— -£i9c70/FiJ/r^fifselr 
Q^iu€8fip^pjg0 — QpirmpQiir8fitu0ih 
upfifffrfiu0Mtuu — u^eiirwkri^0m^ 
upuei^SQ^p — uirsi^MQpGDffis^ih 
SpfifftSptDgpu — upfiffQu>(wp^th 
^Amiuihumi^p ^p—Qp^smtueSpwtrtu 
jH^sfcsrsQmreSGB^^fi^sirup 

— ^(gdOa^OiDQpfSearir. 
jFihupfiifi8iuird^€Su>ua&gptftiiSdr 
— QiBMU^poiiBOer 

uirmkpiSQeOQgfiu^uu^ds^npmp&irn, 
lUn^a&tsimnOmm — (utroi^ihijiudtQup 
glsOpijrt^^idltupfSeBrfRQiQf. 
g)mpiDsrttRm^^€»tjDmpffuufpfiffQiDir 
€9mm B aHQiuirpp^Qu^ui^iods^ih 
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— Q^^eStujr/raSedr^, 

8g~«6P^ttj/fcuff6gf?tfj/f — Q^rrjg^BsrtiSs^i^^u^ 
meoBfipiasiTtlMf, — mmrGaJhu^Q^ir® 
^irmKSsjS ear ^ A fS — u.MdiQ4sa(Si^mkr(9ih 
iDircimt^jpiujiriBsarmir — unr^m^mQer 
sAeaflMuiL ^^ — sAeSl^^iT^aSii^ 
Qpiup&Qtutr® — Qp^firQp^ €Oirss 
90€iarL^€ifLDp fis — QjiihQiU(^u>ui^ il^WPvSi io 
^pfitifihQupp — ofppiAliutrGjr 
QunBQtunQjFuQu^js^^ — 9ifitu&pitAitqth 

tDiTiLuL^&j^arS) tustemruam&n^pfdtfi. 

glmjfireSfajp jS®ih*-^^mpme^^'^aSldi9 
jsifi^^BSTiuiTA d — OMsutSjr ^ueo^th 
iS€a>tfiUjpQmi(^fi — €^Qp€upsSeodM 
(^j£tui-(^(^eirfr<8—(^eOG»f(^uipQ^irdr^^th 
jptHQujfrpjpuuir^pjp — idenffQup&ooipjfi 

Lj pL9€to^^^ih — Qp&apQpGOip 

— Q^iup^ fftrQiD, 
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List of Ck>nectors and Government Agents 
of tlie Northern Province 


John Jarvis 

Dea 

3, 

1795 

Burton Gage Barbut 

Dec. 

27. 

1797 

George Lusignan 

Jan. 


1805 

A. Cadell 

Dec. 

21. 

1805 

W» Montgomery 

Nov. 

5» 

1806 

J. W. Carrington 

June 

27, 

1808 

John Deane (acting) 

Aug. 


1810 

Thomas Eden 

Jan. 

29, 

1811 

J. W. Carrington 

Sept. 

16 , 

1811 

Thomas Eden 

Mar. 


1813 

W. H. Hooper 

Mar. 


1815 

Charles Scott 

Feb. 

6k 

1822 

C. Brownrigg 

Dec. 

301 

1825 

William Gisborne 

May 

17, 

1827 

Joseph Price 

July 

1% 

1828 

P. A Dyke 

Oct. 

1. 

1829 

H. S. O. Russel 

Oct 

23, 

1867 

W, 0. Twynam 

Sept 

15k 

1869 

R. W. levers 

Jan. 

16. 

1896 

F. C. Fisher (acting) 

April 

10. 

,1897 

R. W. levers 

Dec. 

15k 

1897 

E. T, Noyes (acting) 

June 

10, 

1900 

R. W. levers 

Nov. 

23, 

1900 

G, S. Saxton (acting) 

Nov. 

10, 

1901 

R. W. levers 

Jan. 

5k 

1902 

J. P* Lewis 

June 

3k 

1903 

F. H. Price 

April 

14. 

1906 

H. R. Freeman 

Mar. 

30k 

1910 

C. P, Vaughan 

Aug. 

11. 

1913 

C. R« Cumberland 

Feb. 

29, 

1914 

B. Horsburgh 

Jan. 

1. 

1915 

B, Constantine 

Mar. 

1. 

1919 

H. W, Codrington (acting) 

Oct 

27, 

1919 

B. Constantine 

Feb. 

27, 

1920 
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Captains-General and Governors of Ceylon 

Whilst in possession of the Portuguese 
Pedro Lopez de Souza 
Jerome deAzevedo 
Francois de Menezes 
Manuel Mascarenhas Homen 
Nanha Alvares Pereira 
Constantin de Say Noranha 
George d’Albuque 
Constantin de Say Noranha 
D. George d’ Almeida 
Diego de Melho 
Antoine Mascarenhas 
Philippe Mascarenhas 
Manuel Mascarenhas Homen 
Francois de Mello Castro 

Antoine de Sousa ContinholH?)^?^ ^5?“ 

llombo was surrendered to the 

Dutch 

A. D. Merely Menezes, 

Last Captain General in Command of Jaffna and Mannar. 

Ceylon Almanac. 

Governors of Ceylon 

With the dates when their administration commeficed 
Whilst in possession of the Dutch 
Willem Jacobszen Coster, Commander at the 

surrender of Galle 13th Mar. 1640 

Jan Thuysz, President and Governor at Galle 21st Aug. 1640 

Joan Matsuyker, Ordinary Councillor and 

Governor at Galle 24th May 1641 

Jacob Van Kittenstein, Governor at Galle 25th Feb. 1650 

Adrian Van Der Meyden, Governor at Galle 11th Oct. 1653 

Adrian Van Der Meyden, Governor at Colombo 12th May 1656 

Ryklof Van Goen^, Govemor—Administriition 

Commenced 12th May 1663 

Jacob Hustar, Extraordinary Councillor of India 

and Governor 27th Dec. 1663 

Ryklof Van Goens, administered the 

Government from 19th Nov. 1664 

Lourena Van Peil, Commander, President Governor 

and Extraordinary Councillor of India 3rd Dec. 1660 

46 
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Thomas Van Bhee« Governor and Extraordinary 


Councillor of India 

10th 

Jan. 

1693 

Paulus de Bhoo, appointed Governor and 




Director of Ceylon 

29th 

Jan. 

1695 

Gerrit De Heer Governor 

22nd 

Feb. 

1697 

The Members of Council 

26th 

Nov. 

1702 

Mr. Comelis Johannes Simonsz., Governor 
Hendrick Becker, Governor, and Extraordinary 

11th 

May. 

1703 

Councillor 

22nd 

Dec. 

1707 

Mr. Isaak Augustin Humph, Governor and 




Extraordinary Councillor of India 

7th 

Dec. 

1716 

Arnold Moll. Commander at Galle 

11th 

June 

1723 

Johannes Hertenberg, Governor 

12th 

Jan. 

1724 

Jan Paulus Schagen, Commander at Galle 

Petrus Vuyst, Governor and Extraordinary 

19th 

Oct. 

1725 

Councillor of India 

16th 

Sept. 172$ 

Stephanus Versluys, Governor and Extraordinary 


1729 

Councillor of India 

27th 

Aug. 

Gualterus Woutersz. Commander of 




Jaffnapatam 

25th 

Aug. 

1732 

Jacob Christian Pielaat, Extraordinary 




Councillor of India and Commissary 

21st 

Dec. 

1732 

Oiederic Van Donburg. Governor 

21st 

Jan. 

1734 

Jan Maccara. Commander of Galle 

7th 

June 1736 

.(lustaff Willem Baron Van Imhoff. Extraordinary 




Councillor of India and Governor 

23rd 

July 

1736 

Willem Mauri ts Bruininck Governor 

Daniel Overbeek, Governor and Extraordinary 

12th 

Mar. 

1740 

Councillor of India 

3rd 

Jan. 

1742 

Julius Valentyn Stein Van Gollnesse, Extraordinary 



Councillor of India and Governor 

11th 

May 

1743 

Gerard Van Vreeland, Extraordinary Councillor 




of India and Governor 

6th 

Mar. 

1751 

Jacob De Jong, Commander of Jaffnapatam 

Joan Gideon Loten, Extraordinary Councillor 

26th 

Feb. 

1752 

of India and Governor ^ 

30th 

Sept. 

1752 

Jan Schreuder, Extraordinary Councillor 




of India and Governor 

17th 

Mar. 

1757 

Lubbert Jan Baron Van Eck, Governor under 




whose administration Kandy was taken on 
the 19th February 1763 

11th 

Nov. 

1763 

Anthony Mooyaart, Commander of Jaffnapatam 
Iman Willem Falck» Governor and Director 

13th 

May 

1765 

of India 

9th 

Aug. 

1765 
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WiUem Jacob Van De Graa^ Extraordinary 


Councillor of India and Qovemor 

Joan Gerard Van Angdbeek, Ordinary 

Councillor of India and Governor, under 
whose administration Colombo surrendered 

7th 

Feb. 

1785 

to the arms of His Britannic Majesty, on the 16th 

Ibid 

British Governors of Ceylon 

Feb. 

1796 

The Hon. the Governor of Madras in Council 

The Hon. Fredrick North (afterwards Earl of 

Feb. 

16. 

1796 

Guildford) 

Lieut-General the Right Hon. Sir Thomas 

Oct. 

12. 

1798 

Maitland, G. c. B. 

July 

19. 

1805 

General Sir Robert Brownrigg, Bart, G. c. B. 

Mar. 

11. 

1812 

Lieut-General the Hon. Sir Edward Paget, K. c. B. Feb. 

22. 

1822 

Lieut-General Sir Edward Barnes, K. C. B. 

The Right Hon. Sir Robert Wilmot Horton, Bart, 

Jan. 

18. 

1824 

G. c. a 

The Right Hon. James Alexander Stewart 

Oct. 

23. 

1831 

Mackenzie 

Nov. 

7. 

1837 

Lieut-General Sir Colin Campbell, K. c, b. 

April 

5. 

1841 

The Right Hon, Viscount Torrington 

May 

20. 

1847 

Sir George William Anderson, K. c. a 

Nov. 

27. 

1850 

Sir Henry George Ward, a c. M. G. 

May 

11. 

1855 

Sir Charles Justin McCarthy, kt. 

Sir Hercules George Robert Robinson, k, c. m . g. 

Oct. 

22. 

1860 

(Lord Rosemead) 

The Right flon.^Sir William Gregory, 

May 

26. 

1865 

K. C. M. G. 

Mar. 

4. 

1872 

Sir James Robert Longden, k. c. m. g. 

Hon. Sir Arthur Hamilton Gordon, G. c. M. G. 

Sept. 

4. 

1677 

(afterwards Lord Stanmore) 

Dec. 

3. 

1883 

Sir Arthur Elibank Havelock, G, c. M. G, 

The Right Hon. Sir J. West Ridgeway, G. c. M, G. 

May 

28. 

1890 

K. a B., a c. a 1. 

Febb 

10. 

1896 

Sir Henry Arthur Blake, g. c. m. g. 

Dec. 

3. 

1903 

Sir Henry Edward McCallum, G. c. M. G, 

Aug. 

24. 

1907 

Sir Robert Chalmers, g. c, a 

Oct 

18. 

1913 

Sir John Anderson G. c M.G., x. c. a, u .L D. 

Sir William Henry Manning, c. M. G„ k. b. a 

April 

15. 

1916 

c. a 

Sept 

11. 

1918 




(A Disputed Point of Local Historv) 



THE ANDRADO-PUTHATHAMBY STORY 

Dryden has observed that “truth is required as the founda- 
tion of history to inform us.*’ This is the first and most im- 
portant property'-the necessity of which cannot be gainsaid— to 
keep our understanding from the impositions of falsehood. Never- 
theless, close students of history not uncommonly find the nar- 
rative of realities disfigured by their being mixed up with fables 
and figments. Very often facts are misrepresented, documents are 
garbled, and important questions and particular portions of history 
so treated by partisan writers as to become coloured with their 
passions and prejudices. This is particularly the case with re- 
gard to that portion of local history in which the two person- 
ages, whose story forms the subject of this review, played a part 
in Ac revolution that followed the Dutch occupation of the Jaffna 
Peninsula. 

Andrado andPuthathamby are representatives of two rival sec- 
tions of the Singhalese and Tamil Communities. The meml^rsof 
each section are to be found all over the island, dwelling side by 
side, in town and country. They hold important and responsible 
offices in every Department of the Public Service under Govern- 
ment In the learned professions, and in the educational, mercan- 
tile and industrial lines, they take equal rank. As capitalists and 
large landed proprietors too, they are, in general, pret^ well 
matched. 

But Ae great disparity is in their numbers. The TuthaAam- 
by* section is by far the larger one. Here lies the true secret 
of Ae advantage that this section possesses over the other. Every 
intelligent man is aware that in most departments of life, where 
sectional interests come into question, numerical superiority is a 
potent factor in helping a party to have its own way and carry 
its point. In public meetings, the majority gets the day in all 
questions, that come up for discussion. The same principle ob- 
tains in Ae case of parliamentary, municipal and oAer elections ; 
and Ae candid reader knows how often racial prejudices, caste 
feelings and personal dislikes have operated against the election 
of Ae fittest and most eligible candidate. In like manner, in a 
community, Ae section, which Is numerically weak, is always at 
a disadvantage ; and when the sense of rivalry between it and 
Ae stronger section becomes accentuated, the position of the 
former becomes one of embarrassment An unfounded story or a 
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si^ly canard respecting the maker section finds a large circle in 
the stronger one, to accept it without proof, add to it without 
scruple, spread it without hesitation, and comment on it without 
charity. When to the advantage which numerical strength confers 
on the larger section is added the power that it derives from 
its influence with high functionaries, local magnates and the dis- 
pensers of power and patronage, the facility and the success with 
which it can bring discredit on the weaker, by magnifying its 
faults and making light of its virtues, can better be imagined than 
described. 

The story in question affords a striking instance of the artful 
tactics, which designing individuals of the Puthathamby section, 
confiding in the numerical strength of their party for the promo- 
tion of their interests, have invariably employed in order to be- 
little the Andrado section and raise themselves and their clan in 
public estimation. The careful, unbiased student of history will 
surely be shocked to find how the stern facts of the story have 
been suppressed and ingenious interpolations so cleverly foisted in, 
as to make a real culprit an unsuspecting and harmless victim, 
I will not take upon myself the invidious task of narrating the 
‘story, the incidents of which occurred more than two centuries 
and a half ago. 1 shall just quote the story as told by differ- 
ent writers at different times and leave the reader to discern the 
truth and form his own judgment, adding only such remarks as 
are justified by the circumstances of the case. 

References to the story are met with in the following works 
No. 1 

Beschryving van het Machtige Eyland, Ceylon. 

Don Philippus Baldaeus, Amsterdam 1672, fol; ch: XLIV (Page 159.) 

No. 2 

The Y alpana— Vaipava Malai ; or The History of the Kingdom 
of Jaffna, Translated from the Tamil by C. Brito. (P. 52.) 

No. 3 ^ 

The Ceylon Almanac and Compendium of Useful Information 
for the year MDCCCXLIX. (P,94). 

No. 4 

The Vinea Taprobanea by Philip Canjamanadan. (p. 94.) 

No. 1— This is a work by a well-known historian. The Rev, 
Dr. Philip Baldaeus was the Dutch Chaplain during the early 
Dutch rule in Jaffna. The Reformed religion was first introduced 
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by him into Jaffna, (1658-August) He was present at Jaffna dur« 
ing the occurrence of the incidents wilich he relates. It is need- 
less for me to add that he is one of the early writers on Ceylon 

and his work is recognised as one of £^eat authority. 

He says 

“Shortly after the conquest our army removed 'to the coast of Ooro- 
mandal In ordfsr to over^in Naccapatam. but Jaffnapatam was provided 
with a few soldiers only, and of these, almost the greater part were 
Portuguese, who forgetting their allegiance to the King of Portugal, 
bad put themselves under the obedience of the noble company. It must 

also be noted that there were in the castle a large number of prison- 

ers of war.” 

“All these gathered together and made a conspiracy with the natives 
even not without the knowb^dge of Rajasinghe. Their intention was. 
while I was preaching outside the Port in the Town, to kill all the 
head ofHcers present at the sermon, whilst at the same time their ac- 
complices in the Foirt would do away with the first guard and then 
master the Fort, and this had not been difficult to do, if Almighty God 
had not been pleased to destroy their plans.” 

“It so happened that during the sermon Don Manual Andrado. a 
Singhalese, a Captain, and a Mudaliyar in the service of the noble 
company, together with a troop of 17 or 18 men. his ordinary attend- 
ants. stopped before the entrance of the Church, without entering, as 
he and his companions, were able to hear and to understand. He got 
as I heard it later on from himself, a peculiar insight concerning the 
Portuguese barbarity, the more so, because he saw. those who were 
around nim, and they were Portuguese, cpnstantly manipulating their 
rifles or Glnco— Palmas. However, as Don Andrado with his retinue 
did not enter, they remained also outside, and did not enter into the 
Church.” 

“This evil deed remained unknown for a few days until at last 
Andrado discovered the whole conspiracy to Sir Jacob Van R>hee. He 
at once, ordered a strong watch, closed the Fort, secured the conspira- 
tors and called me home in haste (as T was in the country to reform 
and visit the Churches.;) as soon as I received his letter I went to the 
Port and heard at once the whole treachery, how by God’s Grace it had 
been discovered and how the conspirators were strictly kept to meet 
in time the due punishment. We had great reason to thank God for 
this gracious deliverance, as I did publicly in the presence of our Dutch- 
men on 16th September, 1668, taking for text Esther, Chapter 9. verses ao. 
21. 22. 23. 24.” 

“Shortly after (after they had been carefully examined and the truth 
had been heard from their own mouths) they were condemned to be 
hanged, beheaefed and put on crosses. The leader of this impious cons- 
piracy was a native of Mannar, together with a Don Louis Puthatham- 
by and flve Portuguese. They were bound on a cross and were struck 
with a hatchet first in their throat and then in the chest, their hearts 
were pulled out and flung in their treacherous faces. A Cleric named 
Oalderoe being a Jesuit born in Malacca, was beheaded. This man had 
been prevented through sickness and debility to depart with the clergy 
and be remained for his misfortune (perdition). He was really tc be 
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pitied for the lonely part he had in the shameful affair, was a letter 
written to him by these rai^Is in which they declared to him their 
purpose, addressing him Padre detuas almas, the father of their souls. 
He did not approve their impious purpose, his heart did not allow him 
to betray his own countrymen, but then he had to pay for his silence with 
hia death. The other eleven in number were hanaed on a triple gallows 
receiving a fitting reward for their deeds. Shortly after the other pri- 
soners were dismissed so as not to be further annoyed with these trea- 
cherous vermin. The corpses were hung on trees as food for the birds, 
the heads of the chief Instigators of this awful proceeding were put on 
posts in the markets for all the passers-by to note.” 

The above is a full and circumstantial account It is the first 
and most authoritative on record. It is both genuine and authen- 
tic. The intelligent and inquiring reader will see that no attempt 
is made to gloss over or disguise facts. The story is told in a 
matter-of-fact way, and in matter-of-fact language. The character 
and nationality of the writer entitle him to freedom from any 
imputations of partiality or prejudice. 

No. 2— This is a work in Tamil prose by a Mr. Mailvaganam. 
All the information, which the author gives his readers in his 
preface, is that the work was undertaken at the request of 'the 
illustrious Dutch Governor Maccara.’ and that he (the author) is 
a descendant of the celebrated Vaiya, who wrote the poem "Para 
— Rasa— Sekaran Ula" and the chronicle “Rasa— Murai.” The late 
Mr. Advocate Brito, who translated the work into English, says in 
his preface 

“All that is known of the author is what he savs of himself in his 
preface. The Governor Maccara, of whom he speaks, was Jan. Maccara. 
who was Governor of the Dutch possessions of Ceylon in 1736. And there 
is sufficient internal evidence to show that the author lived about that 
time, but the bold language in which the policy of the Dutch is des- 
cribed and the prophecies uhtch the work contains, relating to the Eng- 
lish. must be regarded as interpolations of a later date.” 

It is a pity that the authdr has not given the exact date of 
the request or of the composition of the work. Nor has he told 
us what object the Governor had in view in making the request. 
It may be that the author himself was not informed of it But 
if at all the request was made, it must have been made either 
directly by letter, or indirectly tl9bugh some high Dutch Gov- 
ernment Official at Jaffna. The publication of the letter in the 
former case, or the mention of the name of the official m the 
latter, would have enhanced the value of the book, and saved 
much of the doubt and disappointment which readers and writers 
now feel regarding the same. • 

The Gkivemor to whom the author refers as 'the illustrious 
Dutch (}ovemor Maccara,’ and whom the tranriator takes care to 
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specify as^^an. Maccara who was Governor of the Dutch posses, 
sions of Ceylon in 1736^’ commenced his administration of the 
island on the 7th June 1736.* He was succeeded by Gustaff Wil- 
em Baron Van Imhoff, extraordinary Councillor of India, and 
Governor, on the 23rd July 1736.t Thus practically Governor Mac- 
cara was Governor of Ceylon for 46 days only. The curious read, 
er is puazled as to what extraordinary deed Governor Maccara 
could have done during his administration of 46 days to entitle 
him to the flattering epithet of illustrious/ which the author 
confers on him. The period is too short to enable even the most 
talented administrator to become acquainted with the working of 
the different departments of the administration of a colony, to 
which he had just come and to which he was quite new. Indeed 
there was hardly time for the Governor, considering the scanty 
and tardy means of communication that existed then, to have 
visited at least the most important, towns and districts and taken 
any intelligent interest in them. It is therefore, passing strange 
that no sooner had the new Governor arrived and settled down 
to the onerous duties of administrator of this important colonial 
possession than he thought of, and took an interest in, remote 
Jaffna, which was more isolated than now and separated from the 
seat of Government by nearly two hundred miles of thick and dreary 
jungle, and cultivating a valuable acquaintance with Mr. Mylvaga* 
nam, requested him to undertake its history, over the early part 
of which an impenetrable darkness hangs. Another point strikes 
me as singularly curious. If the Governor had requested such a 
work to be written, why did he not order it to be translated in- 
to the Dutch language? Or why was it not at least printed in 
the language in which it was written? It cannot be said there 
was then no establishment for printing Tamil books ; for in the 


*Of the two “commandements,” Jaffnapatam and Oalle, the former al- 
ways took precedence, so that, whenever a sudden vacancy oocurred in 
the Governorship of the Island, it was the Commandeur of Jaffnapatam 
usually, as the hlffhest in rank after the Governor, who was called upon 
to temporarily administer the Government. This rule was in a few 
instances departed from for special rjeasons, as in the cases of Comman- 
deur Arnold Mol in 1728. of Jan Paul Schagen in 1725. and Jan Maccara 
In 1786, who as Command eurs of Gallo had to take up‘the reins of Gov- 
ernment on the sudden death of the Governor. And there was the case 
of Commandeur Gerrard Joan Yrelandt of Galle, who, from that post, 
permanently suceeeded Stein van Gollenese as Qvivernor of the island. 
But these were exceptional oases, because it was the practice for the Com- 
mandeor of Galle to goon promotion to Jaffna, but never the contrary— 
Jtfpori on the. Dutch Jtecords— Bv» if* O. Anlhonifs, OovernmciU ArchivUL 

f See List of Dutch Governors. 
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year 1736, "a printing office for printing books in the native lan- 
guages was established by the Dutch Government and brought 
into active operation/* The New Testament translated from the 
Greek into Tamil by the Rev, Philip De Melho, Clergyman at Jaffna* 
was printed and published by the Dutch Government. These observa- 
tions lead me to conclude that the preface to the Vai*pava-Malai 
is an interpolation, as certain other passages in the IxMk are 
regarded as interpolations by the Translator. 

Mr. L. E. Blaze, B. A., in his excellent History of Ceylon, 
which is used as a text-book in many of the schools of the is- 
land, gives a list of the Dutch Governors (Page 197) but omits 
four Governors including J. Maccara and dismisses them with the 
curt remark that “after he (Stephanus Versluys A. D. 1729-1732) 
left Ceylon, four Dutch Governors ruled in succession, but about 
them little is known.” 

The account in No. 2 relating to Andrado and Puthathamby, 
as translated by Mr. Brito, runs thus 

“In respect of tlie Civil Government, they (the Ulanthesar) appointed 
Futhaththampi, a Velalaii, to be Muthali for the revenue branch of the Gov 
ernment and Manuel Anthirasu, a man of the kuru-kula caste, to be Mu~ 
thali for the writing branch. An intimacy sprung up between the two 
Muthalimar, and Anthirasu, being one day at Futhaththampi’e house on an 
invitation to dinner, happened to have a sight of his host’s wife, a woman 
of transcendent beauty, and was inflamed with a violent passion for her. 
She was a sister of Kayilasa Yannlan and had inherited the haughty 
spirit and stern morality, by which her ancestors were distinguished 
among the nobility. She received Anthirasu’s wicked proposal with in- 
dignation and displayed her resentment by subjecting his messenger to 
the ignominious punishment of being lashed with a broom. The spurn- 
ed suitor meditated revenge and planned a diabolical one. He procured 
Futhaththampl’s signature to a sheet of blank paper, pretending that it was 
to be filled up with an order for the removal of Government timber from 
Kachchaiththurai. But the paper was actually filled up with treasonable 
matters, couched in the form of a letter from Futhaththampi to theParang- 
kls, offering to assist them to recover the kingdom, if they would but 
make the attempt. A messenger, who was found carrying the letter, was 
seized and brought before the Governor. And witnesses were not wanting 
to fill up the details of the wicked farce. However, a strict Investigation hav- 
ing been instituted. Puthaththampi’s innocence was completely establish- 
ed. But the Governor of Yalpan«m. who Was a friend of Anthirasu. allowed 
himself to be influenced by Anthiras^s arguments and entreaties, and 
Futhaththampi was sentenced to death. The sentence was executed in a 
great hurry, before news could reach the Governor’s brother, Putha- 
ththampi’s moat powerful and intimate friend, who was then absent at Ur- 
kavatturai, building the Kadat-Koddai there. On the representation of 
Kayilaya-Vannlan, who went'to 'Kolompu for the purpose, the (Governor of 
Yalpanam and his friend. Anthirasu, were, in the month of Puraddasi, in 
the year Vilampi, ordered to proceed to Eolumpu. On their.way thither* 
the former suffered ship-wreck and was drowned* the latter was crushed 
lo death by a wild elephant.” 
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The above account differs greatly from that given byBaldaeus. 
Indeed it is quite opposed to it. Baldaeus wrote his account 
shortly after the occurrence of the incidents, which took place in 
1658. Mylvaganam’s account was written about the year 1736. 
Full three quarters of a century had intervened between the date 
of the incidents and thb date of the Vaipava, Malai. It was in- 
cumbent on Mylvaganam, who undertook to write the history of 
an event which had taken place two generations previously, to 
have given the credentials of his own version, especially when 
there had already been left an account of the same event by a 
competent, disinterested, and well recognised writer, who was an 
eye-witness and contemporary historian, and whose description of 
the incidents is minute even to tediousness. The previous account, 
if found incorrect or untrue, should have been contradicted and 
proofs furnished for the correction. The author of the Vaipava- 
Malai has done nothing of the kind. He has not even given the 
source of his information. His failure to refer to Baldaeus only 
shows that he was ignorant of the existence of that historian’s 
work. He appears to have written from hearsay. Baldaeus is an 
European, a minister of the Gospel, an alien in race and langu- 
age to both Puthathamby and Andrado. What motive could he 
have had in hiding or misrepresenting the truth in connection with 
an incident touching them ? On the other hand, is not Mylvaga- 
nam a partisan writer claiming Puthathamby as the representative 
of his section ? 

I shall now proceed to examine the account itself as quoted 
from the Vaipava-Malai. Though at first perusal, it appears to 
be a plain and plausible story, it cannot bear the test of a strict 
and searching analysis. Read in the light of historical records and 
local conditions, it turns out to be false and absurd. The ap- 
pointment of the two men for the revenue and clerical branches 
of the Government; the intimacy that sprung up between them, 
the invitation to dinner, the sight obtained by one of the other’s 
wife, the procuring of the signature to the blank paper, the build- 
ing of the Kadat-Koddai at Urkavatturai, the ordering of the 
Governor of Jaffnapatam and his friend Andrado to proceed to 
Colombo,— the former going by sea and the latter by land— seem 
to be clever and ingenious devices trumped up to give an air of 
truth and reality to a fabrication. Considerable doubt is thrown 
on each of the above points by the following reasons and con- 
siderations. 

The passage under review on first reading produces the im- 
pression that a settled and systematic form of Government and 
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administration iirevailed during the period in question and. that 
the period was one of peace and inosperity. Is the fact really 
and historically so? Decidedly not Let us look up history. Quite 
a different picture confronts us there. We find that the period 
was one of trouble and excitement Force, fear, pain, anxiety rul- 
ed the land. Two great European powdrs were at war in the 
Peninsula. The town was besieged for three and a half months 
and it surrendered on the 22nd June 1658. With the surrender 
came a change—a change of rule and administration. The old 
Government and the old order of things passed away. A new 
Government and a new order of things came in. The different 
departments of the public service were unhingfki. The heads of 
departments and other high ofilcials. who were Portuguese^ had to 
leave. Some Portuguese, however, remained and continued to give 
trouble till the middle of the ensuing September, when the cons- 
piracy came to light and Puthathamby and his confederates suffer- 
ed the ^treme penalty of the law. From the surrender of Jaffna- 
patam to the Dutch, 22nd June, 1658— to the execution of Puthathamby, 
15th September, 1658— there was only an interval of about three 
months. Was this period sufficient for a new Government; which 
had Just obtained the ascendency, to have organised and brought 
into full working order, a system of administration of the per- 
fection, indicated by the author of the Vaipava-Malai. Let the 
candid, impartial and judicious reader pauses consult history and 
pronounce his verdict. 

The truth of t^e above picture is fully borne out by the 
followhig extract from Rebeiro's History of Ceilao (p. 387^ second 
edition) by P. E. Pieris Esquire^ M. A., l. l. M. (Cantab), and of 
the Civil Service of Ceylon, presently District Judge of Jaffna, 

Tbo sieae of our fort was vigorously maintained and after two 
months* bombardment in view of the misery we endured and the lack 
• f provisions and other necessaries, the enemy sent us a summons and 
offered us reasonable terms, which we declined and Insisted on maintain- 
ing our defence from the aoth of Haroh, when we first retired there 
till the 22iid of June; but as we saw that we had no powder, rice, or 
any other kind of provisions, th% majority of our men killed, our bas- 
tions in ruins, and that there was no possibility of help reaching us; 
and as for some time the tiring from the other fort had ceased— a sure 
sign that it had fallen— and in view of the great sickness which pre- 
vailed, we hold a meeting and agreed to surrender the place. We in- 
vited the enemy for a parley, but as they saw that we were acting 
through necessity and that there was no possibility of help reaching 
us so long as they held Mannar and the fort in the harbour where 
they kept five ships, they would not give us any honourable terms. 
They would not rob us of the honour of our arms, but in every other 
particular we had to submit to their mercy. 



xi 


Henry Charles Sirr, M. A., once "Deputy Queen's Advocate for 
the Southern circuit in the Island of Ceylon/’ in his ’*Ceylon and 
the Cingalese*” describes the situation even in stronger language. 
He says:— 

**lt 13 at all times fearful to contemplate the horrors of war. and 
Its attendant misery to individuals, even of the victorious nation: 
but how much greater to meditate on the sufferings of those attached* 
to the conquered country? But in no history do find greater atro* 
cities recorded than those laid to the charge of the Dutch after the 
surrender of Jaffnapatam in 1668 and which terminated Portugese 
dominion in Ceylon'*. (Vol. i. p. Q 50 i. 

The evils and miseries of war and siege are well-known, and 
the state of Jaffna after the surrender may be easily imagined. 
Trade would have been paralysed. Industries would have been 
suspended. Their suspension would have caused want. Want 
would have led to criminal modes of subsistence. To repair the 
waste, to revive the trade, to restore industries, to re-establish 
order, would have been the anxious concern of the government 
and the people. The time would have been devoted in paying 
the best attention to, and employing the most active energies in* 
repairing fallen fortunes and setting to rights damaged property. 
Considering the circumstances of the time, and the straitened re* 
sources of the people, it is difficult to believe that social ameni- 
ties were observed by the sons of the soil by cultivating friend- 
ship with strangers and giving and eating dinners. To take a 
modem illustration, could we conceive that within a few months 
after the reduction of Belgium, a true and patriotic son of its 
soil, forgetting the recent calamities of his country, forgetting the 
havoc and destruction done to life and property, could entertain 
a member of that military organisation, which had contributed 
to the genera] loot, wreck and ruin, at a dinner of which the 
style, extent and variety were so grand as to find a place in the 
pages of history. 

Let us view this question of ’the intimacy and the dinner’ 
a little more closely. Andrado was a Singhalese and hailed from 
the South of ^e Island. He was an adherent of the Dutch and 
came to Jaffna as a military captain, probably in company with 
the armed force that besieged the town. Puthathamby was a 
Tamil and a resident of the North. He was then a subject of 
the Portuguese, though the position, if any, he held under them, 
is not certainly known. During the progress of the struggle be- 
tween the two European powers for the mastery of the Penin- 
sula, Puthathamby as a loyal subject of the Portuguese, would 
have looked upon Andrado as a bitter enemy, who had come 
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with the Dutch to wrest his dear country from a Government, 
under whom he was enjoying the blessings of peace and pros- 
perity, holding perhaps a comfortable sinecure, lording it over 
his countrymen, indulging hopes of preferment, and forming plans 
of self-aggrandisement The defeat of the Portuguese, the sur- 
render of Jaffnapatam and the accession to power of the Dutch, 
Would have been a blow to his position and propects, and would 
have led to the destruction of his hopes. He would have bee^ 
brooding over his disappointment and writhing with indignation; 
It was natural to expect that Andrado and the Dutch would have 
been from that time objects of intense hatred to him. It was 
more probable that he would have employed the time in devising 
schemes for the subversion of his enemies, as on unimpeachable 
testimony he has actually done, by planning the conspiracy, which 
culminated in his execution, than in forming an intimacy with an 
ostensible enemy. 

The facts about the supposed intimacy and the dinner rest 
on the same basis and must stand or fall together. We have 
just seen that the conditions were opposed to the growth of 
friendship between the parties, and without friendship there could 
have been no dinner given* Nevertheless, let me consider the 
obstacles that might have been in the way of a dinner. 

The Tamils of the North are very fastidious in the matter 
of where, and with whom, they eat, the Singhalese being not less 
so. * The community in Jaffna is in general split up into seve- 
ral classes, clans or castes* A man of one caste naturally feels a 
reluctance to eat in the house of another man of a 
different caste. Among the respectable classes, among families 
that are raised by position, wealth and influence, the feeling is 
stronger still. Indeed they positively abstain from all such social 
interdining. Well did our late governor (Sir R. Chalmers) observe 
that, in Jaffna, family pride and family dignity were raised to 
the level of a religion. Even at the present day, after more 
than a century of English education and Christian civilization — 
two great and powerful solvents "of caste— these notions and pre- 
judices are as strong as ever. How much stronger would they 
have been two hundred and fifty years ago, when education and 
civilization were , in a backward state? Puthathamby was a Tamil 
and a Sivite in his habits, notwithstanding the Christian name 
he bore. Jaffna was then as now the stronghold of Hinduism; 

* Simon Casle Chitty in his Gazeteer (p. 69 ) says:-Thou£rh the 
Singhalese are professors of the tenets of Buddha (which recognise no 
distinction of caste) yet caste is observed among them with the nicest 
punctiliousness. 
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and Puthathamby could not but have been influenced by the 
ancient beliefs and practices of his country, environed as he was 
by an atmosphere of conservative habits and conventional sur- 
roundings. Would he not have thought it unorthodox under the 
circumstances, to invite a Singhalese, who was a man of an op- 
posite caste, to be entertained at his table. Likewise, would not 
Andrado, a Singhalese, a man of a different caste, and one hold- 
ing an important position in the locality, have thought it pru- 
dent to have so acted as to have evaded compliance with such 
an invitation. 

The story of Andrado having a sight of Puthathamby*s wife, 
and getting passionately enamoured of her, looks like a page of 
romance. In the case of a wild and wilful youth, brought up 
in indulgence and given to intemperate habits, it is possible that 
the sight of a beautiful woman might inflame his passion to a 
Vesuvian heat. But that an elderly man, a captain, one trained 
to military discipline and military control, and habituated to keep 
his passions under perfect restraint, inured to the gruesome sights of 
war, and accustomed to look on in cold blood on the bombard- 
ment of fine fortresses, and on the slaughter of men, women and 
children, was carried away by the passing sight of beauty, sur- 
passes belief. There is, however, the doubt whether even this 
evanescent vision was vouchsafed to Andrado. Lord Macaulay has 
described in his usual graphic style how Eastern jealousy keeps 
watch over female beauty. The inner arrangements of the dwelling 
house of a respectable and rigid Hindu may not be unknown to 
the reader. The portion allotted to the females is quite sepaxnte. 
In this they generally live and move about. Even the purlieus of 
this portion are car^ully enclosed and all intrusion on the part 
of strangers is vigilantly guarded against. The arrival of a male 
visitor is the signal for silence and retreat to the inner cham- 
bers. All talk, all motion, all noise, is hushed. The women con- 
fine themselves to their sanctum sanctorum till the visitor leaves. 
Under such conditions, as would have existed at the period of 
which I am writing, with all the strictness of a religious obser- 
vance^ how could Andrado have had a sight of the beauty ? Even 
granting he had a sight, it .was a sight and no more. The words 
of the Vaipava-Mal ai expressly are : — **Anthirasu, being one day 

at Puthaththampi’s house happened to have a sight of his 

host’s wife.*’ Clearly then Andrado had a sight and sight alone 
and that once and once alone. That is all. Not a word passed. 
Not a nod, not a beck, not a smile, not a "speechless message 
from the ^es;’* no, not even the slightest sign was there at the 
moment of any approach to a reciprocal feeling or recognition. 
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But this sight only, nothing mor^ nothing less, can be gathered 
from the whole account in the. Vaipava-Malai, read it and read 
it over, as you may. And be it noted that only the man saw the 
woman, not the woman the man. Her strength or her weakness, 
her virtues or her vices, were totally unknown 'to him. In such a 
case could we believe that the man would have attempted to offer 
the woman a rude shock by sending her his messenger with an 
ugly proposal ? For that matter we might as well imagine a man 
meeting a beautiful woman on the highway, getting inflamed with 
a violent passion for her, and sending a messenger to her with 
a wicked proposal! But is such a thing ordinarily possible in real 
life? Are we in dreamland, or are we in a concrete world of 
sane beings, calm villains and calculating plotters, who bide their 
time in devising ways and means, and gaining a knowledge of 
the *'ins and outs*’, for compassing their evil purposes? 

As the Mudaliyar of the Revenue Branch, Puthathamby was 
evidently the custodian of all the cash collected by way of taxes^ 
rents, etc., on behalf of the Government. His duties would clear- 
ly to i^oep an account of the receipts and disbursements ; while 
all orders, notices, directions or commissions, to supply goods^ would 
issue from Andrado ^ the Mudaliyar of the clerical branch. 
Government timber had to be removed from Kachchaithurai. An 
order for the same was required. Who should issue the order ? 
Evidently the officer at the head ^f the clerical branch. Why then 
should that officer go about, seeking to procure a signature to a 
sheet of blank paper, pretending to fill it up afterwards with the 
n^^ary details? On the other hand, Puthathamby would have 
grown cautious and suspicious by the time. The affair of t^ 
wicked proposal, which his wife could not have failed to apprise 
him of, would be fresh in his memory. He would be boiling with 
indignation. He would under the circumstances have insisted upon 
the order being filled up then and there^ which in the case of 
officers accustomed to official routine^ would not have occupied 
live minutes. In the then state of their feelings, both the men 
would fight shy of each othei^ Puthathamby would be loth to 
si gn a blank paper as that would afford Andrado some chance 
for gratifying his malignity for the ill-treatment accorded to his 
trusty messenger. Andrado would as stoutly have declined to ap- 
proach Puthathamby ^th an absurd' request after the stem re- 
pulse he had already met with. After all, does it not strike the 
reader that an easier and more expeditious course was open to 
Andrado to take sweet revenge, if he was so inclined. A man 
who would not scruple to fill up a whole sheet of paper with 
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treasonable matters, would certainly not have hesitated to forge a 
single name with every character, stroke, dot and dash of which 
he was daily familiar. 

''A strict investigation having been instituted,’* says the Vai- 
pava-Malai, ‘Tuthathamby’s innocence was completely established.” 
Now, we are not told by whom this investigation was held, Was^ 
there a higher local tribunal than that of the Governor of 
Jaffna who originally sat In judgment on* Puthatham- 
by and found him guilty? Who were the oihcers who com- 
posed this appellate tribunal ? How was his innocence establish- 
ed ? Of the friendship and the dinner, of the vision and the 
wicked proposal, of the messenger’s errand and the degrading 
punishment, of the blank paper and the signati^re, our author is 
particular enough. But on the nature of the strict investigation 
on the position of those who held it, on how it was brought about, 
on the character of the evidence by which the innocence of the 
accused was established —on these points, our author maintains an 
ominous silence. 

The Vaipava-Malai proceeds to tell us that Puthathamby had 
”a most powerful and intimate friend” and that ”the sentence 
passed on him was executed in a great hurry before news could 
reach” this friend. Of course the inference is natural that this 
powerful and intimate friend, who, according to the author, was 
t!he Governor’s brother, might have prevented or even delayed the 
execution of the sentence. Now, we have nowhere found mention 
made, by any recognised writer or historian, . that the Dutch Gov- 
ernor of Jaffna referred to here, had a brother. Only the author 
of the Vaipava-Malai and those who follow him in their versions 
of this preposterous story, refer to the Governor’s brother, who, 
it is stated, ”was then absent at Urkavaturai, building the Kaddat- 
Koddai there.” This is an anachronism for which there can be 
no excuse. The Kaddat-Koddai, mentioned in the Vaipava Malai 
as then building, can refer to no other than Fort Hammenheil, 
which fell into the hands of the Dutch on the tenth April, 1658, 
and to which reference Is made twice, in the extract given above 
from Rebeiro’s Ceilao, as (a) ”For some time the firing from the 
other fort had ceased,” and (b) “The fort in the harbour.” T 
give below two other extracts from the same eminent authority, 
which will show conclusively that the Kaddat-Koddai referred to 
by the author of the Vaipava-Malai as having been then build- 
ing by the Governor’s brother, who was reported as Puthatham- 
by’s most powerful and intimate friend, had been built; completed 
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dnd possessed by the Portuguese long before the Dutch entered 
the Indian Seas in their career of conquest. 

**Jaffnapatao. a auadransular fortresa. had four bastions and four 
half-moons or cobelos in the middle of the line of ramparts, all of 
which were built of pumice^ stone. Here was kept the necessary artllleryi 
and it was also the residence of the QovernoV of that kingdom. On one 
side outside the walls stretched the town, inhere resided three hundred 
families of Portuguese, and seven hundred of service-holders, with the 
Convents of St. Francisco and St. Domingos, the College of the Society, the 
Mother Church, the House of Santa Misericordia and the Hospital. Two 
leagues from the mouth of the harbour was a fort similar to the one ol 
Bugiot with good artillery and garrisoned by a Company of infantry. The 
full number of men of war for the defence of this kingdom was two hun- 
dred Portuguese forming six companies, with some native Lascarins.** 
(Page 180 . Second Edition) 

**Wo made some sorties to stop the works the enemy had begun and 
so prevented their continuing them. We had a fort at the entrance to 
the harbour, a little more than two leagues from the town, similar to 
the one do Bogio; this was held by a company of infantry with fourteen 
pieces of artillery, a constable, and two artillery men. The enemy set 
up their batteries at the point of the Elephant’s Quay, as this was where 
that fort approached the land nearest; and as it was built of pumice stone 
they easily broke it down ; and in little more than a month it was compelled 
to surrender from want of food and ammunition.” (Page 387 . Sec. Edition.) 

There can be no doubt now that the statement in the Vai- 
pava-Malai regarding the Kadat-koddai is a glaring historical blund- 
er. It afiords a clear proof that the author had written his work 
without proper research and without taking particular care about 
facts and figures. The whole story must therefore be rejected as 
utterly false and unfounded. 

It has been suggested to me that the reference in the Vai- 
pava-Malai may be to a fort which was built on land close to 
the entrance of the harbour and of which the traces are to be 
seen to the present day. But the reference to the Kadat-koddai 
or sea fortress is quite clear. Mr. Brito, in the Glossary append- 
ed to his translation of the **Vaipava-Malai’\ Kaddat-kod- 

dai ag Fort Hammenheil at Kayts. Besides^ the following extract 
from the ^'Colombo Journal”, as quoted by Casie Chitty in his 
**Ceylon Gazetteer* (p. 108) should clear any doubt :-^*There are 
the remains of a ‘fort, said to haye been erected by the Portu- 
guese, to command the entrance^tor this harbour, and by across 
jOre with Fort Hammenheil, to check the advance of any invading 
enemy.’* It is also a fact that the Dutch never built a fort at 
Kayts. 

Lastly the Vaiphva-Malal says that "on the r^esentation 
of one Kayilaya-Vannian who went to Kolompufor the purfMose, 

* De pedra pomes: Ooral Stone ? 

'If Opposite Lisboii. 
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the Govettior r^d his friend Anthirasu, were ordered to proceed 
to Colombo, a.id that on the way thither the former suffered 
shipwreck and was drowned, and the latter was crushed to death 
by a wild elephant.'* Now it is not stated why they were order- 
ed to proceed to Colombo. Of course the inference is natural that 
the object of the order ^as to make them answer for the exe- 
cution of Puthathamby. If so, they were alleged to be guilty. 
They stood charged of the same offence. They were accomplices. 
They were to appear before a higher authority to be condemned 
as vindictive miscreants or acquitted as honest officials who had 
fearlessly performed an unpleasant duty towards maintaining the 
safety of the state. In such a case, would they have kept to- 
gether, Or separated and gone, one by sea, and the other by land, 
thereby losing the benefit of each other's company and the only 
chance there was for them of comparing notes and exchanging 
confidences and of otherwise preparing their defence for the dread- 
ed inquiry that would take place immediately on their arrival in 
the city? Suppose— and I beg pardon for putting such a sup- 
position even for the sake of argument— that two of the writers, 
Mr. S. Katiresu, the Proctor and Notary, Jaffna, and Mr. 
A MootootambyPillai, the Tamil Scholar and Author, Navalar Ko- 
tam, both of whom have, the former in his "Hand Book to the 
Jaffna Peninsula," the latter in his "Jaffna History," given cur- 
rency to this obviously improbable and false story, were simi- 
larly summoned to Colombo, would they elect to separate and 
go respectively by land and sea, and that at a time when the 
land journey especially was attended with perils, peculiarly great 
and certain by reason of the absence of proper communication, 
and the path lying through a wilderness infested with ferocious 
animals and venomous reptiles, without halting places at convenient 
distances to take rest and refreshment and pa^ off the night? 

I have quoted the remark made by the Translator of 
of the Vaipava-Malai, that the bold language in which the policy 
of the Dutch is described by the author must be regarded as an 
interpolation. It should be noted that this story comes in ipst 
where the author commences to speak of that policy. The story 
should therefore share the fate of that remark. It must have 
been smuggled in, in the course of transcriptions which the work, 
having been extant in manuscript copies for years, had under- 
gone. 

It is significant that so enlightened and liber^fl minded a gen- 
tleman as Mr. Brito, appears to have been influenced by sec- 

3 
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tional feelings or caste prejudices. To his translation of the work 
which consists of 58 pages oaly^ he adds an exhaustive sippetk- 
dix, extending to CXn pages and printed mo 2 *e closely, for 
the puipose of assisting the reader towards a right under- 
standing of the author. This appendix consists mostly of tran- 
lations and extracts from various books^ and documents. Even 
Indian Mythology has been laid under contribution and an obs- 
cure Nadakam by an insignificant poet who, Mr. Brito himself ad- 
mits, was a very ignorant man, had been studied and summari- 
sed with a view to illustrate the Puthathamby story. But all re- 
ference to the story as given by Baldaeus is carefully eschewed, 
though mention is made of that historian in the appendix. 

No. 3,— This is an official publication of the Government of Ceylon, 
annually compiled by the officers of the Secretariat and printed. 
The present work was compiled, when the Right Hon. Viscount 
Torrington was Governor of Ceylon, and Sir J. E. Tennent, the 
eminent writer and historian, Colonial Secretary, and printed at 
the Government Press by J. Gilgot It contains full and detailed 
information on the Civil, Judicial and Military establishments of 
the l^and for the year 1849 and on other miscdlaneoua matters. 
It is now superseded by the Blue-Book. In the Chronological 
Table of Events connected with Ceylon given in the work, the 
following Item is recorded: — 

1668 . Sept. A conspiracy formed against the Dutch at Jaffna by Don 
Louis PoodaTamby and some Portuguese is discovered by Don Man- 
uel de Andrado, Modliar, and the conspirators executed. 

The Chronological Table of events given in No 3, from which 
the above is quoted, was compiled by British Government officials 
from original documents kept in the Colonial Archives. 

No. 4— .Of this work Mr. Brito writes 

**This is a very accurate and Interesting compUation, giving an ao- 
count of Christianity in Ceylon from thj beginning of the lath to the 
end of the 18 th century. It was made by the late Philip Canjamana- 
dan. Shroff Muthaliar of the Colombo customs, from, as he explains in his 
preface. Cosmas. Nicephoras, Doroth^s. Bibeiro. Baldeus. Knox. Cordi- 
ner. Hardward. Philalethes. Bohours. Dorego. and other early writers. 
He has also added a few well established traditions oolleoted by him- 
self. The work was published in 1866 . Notwithstanding the Latin name 
it bears, it is written in Tamil prose, and the compact terseness of its 
style renders a summary impossible.** 

True to the terseness of. Its styles the Vines Taprobanea re 
fers to Puthathamby's treachery In a few words, which are ren- 
dered into English by Mr. Brito thus:-— 
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*'Bev. Caldero was decapitated in the year 1658 by the Dutch on a 
charge of his havina concealed his knowledge of the treasonable cor- 
resDondenoe which Don Louis Puthaththampi had with thePortuiGCuese.’* 

It is dear from the above that the author of the Vinea Ta- 
probanea admits that Puthathamby was a traitor, and what other 
death could have any Government imposed on him than the one 
which he met with at the hands of the Dutch, whereas his dan 
ignorantly and maliciously attributed it to the Dutch Captain An- 
drado? 

Was Puthathamby an officer under the Dutch Government? 
Was he a Modliar ? Of the four works already noticed, two are 
of European Authorship. Both works describe Andrado as a Mod- 
liar, while Puthathamby is mentioned simply as a Don Louis Pu- 
thathamby. Of the office he held or of the title with which he 
was decorated, they tell us nothing. The compiler of the Vinea 
Taprobanea is in perfect accord with the European authors in 
what he says about Puthathamby. Andrado was a Singhalese, a 
Modliar, and a Captain in the service of the Noble Dutch company. 
We have the authority of the Revd. Dr. Baldaeus, the Dutch his- 
torian, for this statement. Did Puthathamby hold any position 
similar or even equal to that of Andrado? If so, the apologists 
of Puthathamby would do well to mention one single European 
historian or any other disinterested and competent writer in sup- 
port of their statement. The testimony of Mr. Mylyaganam can- 
not be accepted as genuine. He is a partisan writer. His ac- 
count is unsubstantiated by any recognised authority, opposed to 
chronology and history, and his statements, when put to the test, 
fall to the ground. 

From certain facts mentioned by Portuguese, Dutch and British 
historians, in their accounts of the siege and surrender of Jaffna- 
patam, the conviction is forced Irresistibly on the mind that Pu- 
thathamby was a prisoner of war from June, 1658, when the town 
was captured, to the following September, when he received cap- 
ital punl^ment Henry Charles Sirr, in his **Ceylon and the Cing- 
alese," says 

**Not oonjtent with the victory they had a . ready obtained, the Dutch 
pursued the Portuguese to Jaffuapatam; thereby violating the articles of 
the capitulation, and after a siege of tour months, it was surrendered, 
and the inhabitant^ were made prisoners of war.” (Yol.’l Page 350.) 

Ribeiro says:— 

**After fighting with them (the Dutch) we had to retire to the first 
street of the village where we threw up barricades. Three days later 
they advanced on that position, and as we found it difficult to maintain 
it, we retired by night to the furthest which was neiurer to 
the fort There we sheltered ourselves and remained for four 
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days, but they attacked ua in the flank with their artillery, 
and competed us to retire by night within the fort, where also 
all the residents and others from the town had assembled. And as this 
contained onli^ the houses of the Governor, the hospital, and a convent 
of St. Francisco, they all took refuge in the church and its cloisters, 
packed together as best they could.” (Page 386.) 

When active hostilities commenced in Jaffna, people began to 
take refuge in the fort ; and as the neW^s of one reverse after an- 
other inflicted on the Portuguese spread, it caused panic among the 
inhabitants, and made them seek shelter and safety within the 
fortj In this manner the folk of the town far and near found 
their way into the fort which got filled up within seven days. 
When the fort surrendered, they' became prisoners of war. Thus 
the statement of the English writer is fully borne out by the 
Portuguese historian, who moreover declares that owing to the 
lack of provisions ‘"we all underwent great misery and several 
of our people were consequently attacked with disease anddi#»d.'* 

In the extract already given, the Revd. Dr Baldaeus, the Dutch 
historian says:— 

“There were in the castle a large number of prisoners of war. All 
these gathered together and made a conspiracy ...... The leader of this 

impious conspiracy was a native of Mannar, together with a Don Louis 
Puthathamby ami five Portuguese.” 

There could not be the shadow of a doubt from what is 
stated above that Puthathamby and his accomplices were in) the 
foxt and that they were retained there as prisoners of war. How 
and when did Puthathamby get into the fort? It could not have 
been after the fort surrendered and came into the hands of the 
Dutch. He must have gone in before the investment of the fort, 
along with “the residents and others from the town,” who took 
refuge there. The native of Mannar alluded to by Baldaeus was 
one of those who after the surrender of the fort of Mannar 
“started on the march of eighteen leagues to JaffnapaUo dead of 
hunger.” (Ribeiro P. 385.) 

It will thus be seen that during the period in which the 
author of the Vaipava-Malai represents Puthathamby as exercis- 
ing the oflfice of the Revenue Modftar of the Dutch, he was vir- 
tually a prisoner of war under them. 

On a review of what has been already said, ii does not ap- 
pear that Puthathamby ever had anything to do with the Gov- 
ernment of the Dutch. Nothing is certainly known of him except 
that he was a traitor and that he suffered the death of a traitor. 

Several works have subsequently appeared in which the story 
is referred to. Most of these are written in Tamil prose and fol- 
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low in the main the account as given in the Vaipava-Malai, with 
curious alterations and modifications. The remarks already made 
apply to these also. The chief works are 

No. 5— ‘‘Puthaththampi Nadakam** by Davidu. 

No. S—'^alpana Chari ththiram or the history of Jaffna” by 
S. John (Page 58) 1882. 

No. 7— “A Hand Book to the Jaffna Peninsula*' by S. Katiresu, 
Proctor, District Court, Jaffna (P. 10) 1905. 

No. 8 -“Jaffna History” by A. MootootambyPillai. (P, 77) 1912. 

No. 5. Writes Mr. Brito > 

“JNadakam is drama. The distinction into comedies and traaredies 
does not obtain in Tamil. Generally spenkinir. in all dramatical com- 
positlons. there are a birth, marriage and death. But there is no 
drama without a scene of the endurance of unmerited evil or a 
scene of female devotion. Nor is there one which ends without poe- 
tical justice beinflr done to a’l p.artles. T^'e author of the present Na- 
dakam Is. as is stated Irt it, one Davidu, .son of Juvan Costan of Man- 
totte. But he gives us neither the date of his work ;nor that of the 
events which he dramatises.’* 

The events of the dfama as summarised by Mr. Brito are as 
follows 

“The Dutch Viceroy of Colombo sent Anthony Amral as Governor of 
Jaffna and one Andlrado, a man of the Kurukula caste, as Amral’aMu- 
thaliyar. Amral appointed Puthaththampl a Velalan of the Karala section, 
as second Muthaliyar. and one Sinne Ulanthes as Captain of the fort. 
Andlrado made improper advances to Puthaththampl’s wife, which she 
not merely rejected, but subjected Andirado’s messengers to a degrading 
punishment. In order to avenge blmsAf, Andrado had a letter framed 
purporting* to have been written by Puthaththampl and 8inne Ulanthes 
and directed to Kirthi-singkan, King of Kandy, offering to betray the 
country to him. The letter was, of course, intercepted and its bearer 
acted bis part exactly as had been arranged. Puthaththampl was con- 
demned on the strength of this letter and was, the procurance of 
Andlrado, executed without a moment*s respite. Sinne Ulanthes was then 
absent at Kayts building the sea^fortross. On his return he learnt the 
fate of Puthaththampl and, for fear of falling by an unjust sentence, com- 
mitted suicide. But Puthaththampi*s bipther-In-law Kayilayappillal, Vannl- 
yan of Kachohaiturai, went to Colombo and made a representation to the 
Viceroy, upon which both Anthony Amral and Andlrado were ordered to 
go to Colombo to defend themselves. On the way. Amral wilfully threw 
himself Into the sea and was drowned, Andlrarlo was killed by an ele- 
phant at Musall or Pandaraththarthoppu. Puthaththampl left behind a wi- 
dow, and a son named Sothlnathan. The widow committed suicide through 
grief.” 

The discrepancies in this account as compared wi A that given 
in the Vaipava-Malai are apparent enough. The latter work ia 
ailent as to the names of the Governor of Jaffnapatam and of 
his brother, says nothing of the King of Kandy. The names 
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given in the Nadakam seem to be creations of the poet. In the 
list of Dutch Governors given in Histories of Ceylon, there is 
not one bearing the name of Anthony Amral. Ribeiro makes 
mention of a Portuguese Governor of the name of Anthonio de 
Amral C. Menezes, who was in command of Jaffnapatam and Man- 
nar in 1658. Sinne Ulanthes is not a name. It is only a com- 
bination of two Tamil words, sinne, little or young, and Ulanthes 
Dutch. To a simple, soft-brained man, the younger brother of a 
Dutch Magnate would certainly be ‘Sinne Ulanthes* or young 
Dutch. Our author was composing a Nadakam, in which fiction 
plays an important part, and what cared he about correct names? 
Sinna Ulanthes was in keeping with his ignorance and suited 
his intelligence. So he coined the name. Kirthi-Singkan or more 
properly Kirtisree-Raja-Singhe, king of Kandy, came to the throne 
in 1747. Just fancy a man living in Jaffna in 1658, offering to 
betray his country to a King of Kandy living in 1747. It is 
doubtful if so egregious a mistake was ever made by an his- 
torical tiro. But it is useless and tedious to inquire into the blun- 
ders of ignorance. Mr. Brito himself has said of the author of 
this Nadagam “Our author seems to be so ignorant a man that 
he uses the name Amral probably on the principle that all 
steamers are known to the vulgar in Ceylon by the name “Pearl**, 
as “Pearl** was the name of the first steamer they were acquain- 
ted with’*. But as Mr. Brito notwithstanding his scathing con- 
demnation of the author, has summarised the work for illustrating 
the Vaipava-Malai, let us at least note the main points of differ- 
ence between the two accounts. The Vaipava-Malai says that 
Andrado and Puthathamby^were Co Modliars. The Nadagam states 
that Puthathamby was only Second Modliar and says nothing 
about the dinner, the blank paper and the signature. The Vaipava- 
Malai represents Puthathamby alone as offering assistance to the 
Portuguese, while the Nadagam associates Sinne Ulanthes in 
framing the treasonable letter to the king of Kandy. In the 
Vaipava-Malai Sinne Ulanthes is the intimate and powerful friend, 
who might have saved Puththamby from execution. In the 
Nadagam he is a poltroon committing suicide through fear. Fin- 
ally the Vaipava Malai says that the death of the Governor of 
•Tafinapatam was accidental, while the Nadagam makes it wilful. 
Let the reader judge between the two accounts and form his 
opinion. 

No. 6. The second edition of this work by Mr. S. John, a 
native pastor of the American Mission of Jaffna, was published 
in 1882. To avoid tedious repetitions, which a translation will in- 
flict upon the reader^ 1 may say that this work gives practically 
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the same version of the story as the Vaipava-Malai, with this dif- 
ference only: that Kayilaya-Vanniyan, the brother-in-law of Putha- 
thamby, went to Colomboi instituted legal proceedings against 
Andrado and the Governor of Jaffnapatam and had them sum- 
moned to Colombo. 

No. 7. This work was compiled by Mr. S, Katiresu, a popu- 
lar Proctor of the District Court of Jaffna, as **a Souvenir of the open- 
ing of the Railway to the North,” and published in 1905. The 
Northern Railway— probably the long^t line in Ceylon—is a great 
work. Indeed no greater work was ever undertaken, in or for 
Jaffna, hy any government. Native or European. The tntrodoc- 
tion of this great civilising agent ol modem times, bridging the 
wilderness that separates our isolated country from the metro- 
polis, marks a new era in the history of the peninsula. The 
event is surely worthy of being commemorated— Mr. Katiresu is 
therefore to be cordially congratulated on the happy idea sug- 
gested to him by his esteemed friend, Mr. Drieberg, **of pre- 
paring a little hand book and issuing it to the public on the 
occasion of the opening of the Railway to through traffic.*' 

It is a pity that the compiler had not had the like luck of 
being assisted by a friend in Jaffna, whose suggestions would 
have rendered the contents of the work equally happy. Mr. 
Katiresu 's Hand-book professes to be a souvenir of the Jaffna 
Railway. But it is sadly disappointing that not a single word is 
said of this railway. Even the date of its opening— an event so 
important apd unique in the annals of the North— is passed over 
in silence. This is a serious omission. It will, I think, be gene- 
rally admitted, that a rapid but spirited account, 

(tf). of the efforts of the people of Jaffna to secure railway 
extension to the North, from the first meeting held for the pur- 
pose in the District Court house of Jaffna on the 14th Novem- 
ber 1885, when Father Lytton in a lucid speech bristling with 
facts and figures brought the scheme fropi the field of vision- 
ary speculation into the region of practical politics, till its final 
sanction in 1889, when work commenced at both ends, or better 
still, till the 11th March, 1902, when Sir West Ridgeway opened 
the section of 21 miles from Kangasanturai through Jaffna to 
Chavakachcherri, 

(b). of the stem and influential opposition it had to face, 
both here and in England, during the whole period of prelimi- 
nary inquiry and discussion, 
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(c). of those eminent and disinterested men of Jaffna and 
Colombo who had laboured zealously and strenuously to promote 
the good cause, but the majority of whom have since been 
gathered to their fathers, 

(d.) of the movement that was set on foot in 1902 by a 
grateful people for collecting funds for the purpose of erecting a 
permanent memorial as a tangible and graceful recognition of 
the invaluable boon conferred on them by the distinguialhed 
governor, who has given them this great railway, 

should have found a prominent place in the Hand-Book. 

Such an account would have been more in keeping with the 
object with which the compiler had issued the work, and would 
have been of more interest than the dull paragraphs devoted to 
the description of the antiquated and obsolete games of Padyod- 
dam, Kiddyadi, Kenthy, Chinky, Pasuvum Pulium,, &c; or many 
of the items of commonplace information, which are given in the 
Hand-Book, to wit:— 

*'Bats live in the roofs of bungalows and in the ruins of 
every building.** 

**There are no wild . buffaloes in Jaffna.** 

“Cows are very small in size.** 

"Crows are glossy black.** 

"Fleas are a pest.** 

‘•Frogs frequent wells.’* 

"Hawks and kites carry away chickens.* 

"Monkeys are becoming rare.’* 

"Ticks annoy cattle and dogs.” "Wasps build their nests on the rafters 
of houses and on trees.” Ac. Ac. Ac., 

The above quotations lead me naturally to make a few re- 
marks on the fauna of Jaffna to which the compiler devotes a 
whole chapter, but of which the enumeration and description are 
neither full nor satisfactory. A list is given, alphabetically arran- 
ged, of the "animals, birds and insects,” that are found here. Each 
kind of most of the species of these fauna is described in a small 
paragraph. The ant, that busy, interesting little creature, which 
moralists and philosophers hold up as an example against sloth 
and indolence, receives the secoiW longest. But of several species 
common here, the compiler names that neuropterous kind com- 
monly called white ants and confines his description of them to 
their destructive propensities only. These insects possess certain 
peculiarities which are well worth noticing. At certain seasons 
they acquire wings, and possibly, to the dismay of the inmates, 
•fill every nook and comer of the house. Pavunanthy, the great 
Tamil grammarian, says in his Nannul that ants are endowed with 
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only the three senses of touch, taste and smell. Consequently they 
have no eyes or ears. **A difference of opinion exists.’* writes H. 
C. Sirr, the writer whom I have elsewhere quoted, “as to whether 
white ants sting or bite ; we know not what means they employ 
but we do know they can draw blood in one instant, and cause 
extreme pain when inflicting the wound.” The same writer con- 
tinues :-<-“The Cingalese call their nests heaps of old boiled rice,” 
and they are composed of various substances, so amalgamated as 
to bear a strong resemblance to a fine white honey-comb and 
grains of rice. These nests are eagerly sought out by those 
who rear poultry ; they say that chickens when fed with them 
thrive and fatten well. It is needless to tell the local reader that 
the Tamil name is Putaam Palam Choru. 

Of several animals enumerated in his list, the compiler does 
not say a word beyond merely giving their names. Of these I 
may instance in particular rats and mongooses. The former are 
the greatest domestic pests not only here but the world over. 
Innumerable legions of rats abound in every part of Jaffna and 
infest every building ; 'and the audacious boldness of these des- 
tructive vermin can hardly be credited*. They are considered the 
agents of dissemination of the plague and other pestilential dis- 
eases and the Government offered rewards for their distruction. 
As a result large numbers of rats were caught and killed. But 
the race cannot be wholly annihilated or extirpated; so g'*eat is 
the fecundity with which it multiplies. 

The beautiful little creature the ichneumon or mongoose is 
found in every part of Jaffna. Its antipathy to snakes is well- 
known. But it is “the declared foe to the cobra-de-capello, and 
is invariably the assailant: the animal springs upon the back of 
the snake and seizes the nape of the neck and never uncloses 
its teeth until the snake is lifeless.” It is also stated ‘'that be- 
fore commencing to fight, the ichneumon runs to a particular 
plant and eats a portion and this serves as an antidote to the 
reptile’s poison.” The mongoose is destructive to poultry. Some 
people bring it up in houses, but it is dangerous. The following 
anecdote related by Ribeiro should serve as a warning:- ‘‘The 
soldiers used to bring up mongoose as a protection against snakes, 
but they are dangerous; I knew a man who brought up one from 
its infancy and used to sleep with it, but one midnight he com- 
menced shouting lustily, whereon every one hastened to see what 
was the matter and they found that the mongoose was attacking 
a portion of his body in such a fashion as almost qualified him 
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for entering a seraglio to serve the Sultanas, and though assist- 
ance was given him at once he was compelled to trust himself 
to the hands of a surgeon for some time.” It is ununderstand- 
able why the compiler has excluded from his list the following 
specimens of the Animal Kingdom of Jaffna:— Ass, cat, civet, goat; 
mole, f pig, pole-cat, sheep, shrew-mouse, squirrel, duck, goose, 
maina, raven, snipe, teal, turkey, bug, centipede, guana, scolopen- 
dra, tadpole, tarantula, caterpillar, cockroach, cricket, earthworm, 
glow-worm, gnat, gras^opper, snail, spider, stag-beetle &c. &c.. 

The historical sketch of Jaffna, which the compiler provides 
for the information and delectation of the stranger and visitor to 
the North, is dry and jejune. The early portion appears to have 
been summarised from Mr. Brito's translation of the Vaipava-Ma- 
lal, passages of which have been garbled. Of the three European 
Governments who have successively subjugated and ruled Jaffna, 
the Portuguese period was the shortest To this shortest period, 
the compiler allots the longest account. The Portuguese Govern- 
ment of Jaffna lasted nearly forty years, (1617-1658). To des- 
cribing the Government of this period, the compiler devotes a little 
over two pages. The Dutch rule in Jaffna extended from 1658 to 
1795 — a period ^of 137 years, nearly three times as long as that 
of the Portuguese. But the events of this period the compiler 
compresses and condenses into a little over a single page. In 
speaking of the policy of the Portuguese Government, the com- 
piler says that it was “governed by religious proselytism. The 
Roman Catholic form of Christianity was forced on the people." 
This is opposed to what is stated in the work, “Christianity in 
Ceylon,” by Sir Emerson Tennent, who says:—There is no proof 
that compulsion was resorted to by the Portuguese for the ex- 
tension cf their own faith, or violence employed for the es^tinc* 
tion of national superstitions." It was the Dutch (Jovernment that 
inaugurated religious persecution in Ceylon. Catholic priests were 
expdled. “Proclamation was issued forbidding the harbouring and 
c oncealin g of Roman Catholic priests.” Even a law was enacted 
prohibiting Hindu ceremonies^v As a lawyer and notary, Mr. Kati- 
resu cannot be unaware of the following regulation in Thesa- 
walame:-^ 

“If either the inhabitants of this country within the limit of 
the Government, or those who are detained for some days or 
permanently, or Chri8tians» shall practise any worship of gods or 
ceremonies of devils, such ceremonies of whatever kind in what- 
ever place, and do honour to any idol by sudi ceremonies or 
any Hindu ceremonies shall be discovered, they shall without mer 
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cy and regard to persons, be put in fetters. If any of those who 
are registered as true Christians having received true teaching 
shall be present, where any of their relatives, friendSi acquaintan- 
ce^ or neighbours, practised such rites of the gods and wor- 
ship of devils, and have thus done wrong associating with them, 
and if they shall practise such things by way of ornament and 
arrangement, as serve to enhance the splendor of temples, and 
honor false gods and devils in their houses or out, in any place 
through others, they shall receive as the matter may be ascer- 
tained and have happened, severe corporal punishment The priests 
and all those who perform the religious ceremonies of the temples 
as soon as they hear this our order read, shall no longer remain, 
but leave the limits of the Government, and never again appear 
in these parts. Those who disregard this, and are discovered, 
shall be publicly whipped, put in fetters, and committed to labour 
for the space of one year. If this happen a second time, they 
shall be subject to severe corporal punishment. 

If the compiler will take pains to study the history of the 
Dutch Government a little more closely, I am sure, he shall be- 
come convinced that their policy was harsher and more violent 
than that of Christianising through a Staff of Dutch Chaplains 
and of employing only Protestant Christians to Government offices.*' 


In the version of the Andrado-Puthathamby story which the 
compiler gives and in the abrupt manner in which he inducts it, 
he showb a want of felicity and discreetness. I shall first quote 
the story as given in the Hand Book. It runs as follows:— 


“The Governor in Jaffna had two Mudaliyars by the names of An- 
thirasy and Poothatainby. An untoward incident in their families has 
been the subject of a dr«ina. Aiithirasy being taken by the beauty of 
Poothatamby’s wife sent word to her to pay him a private visit. In re- 
ply the lady sent a broom-stick and an old pair of slippers which made 
Anthirasy very iiidigiiaut. He waited for an Opportunity to revenge this in- 
sult. He, as co-Mudaliyar. asked Poothatamby to sign a blank paper 
which he <Xia in a weak moment. Then Anthiwwy * 

letter on this blank paper offering help to the i’ortuguese. Anthirasy 
in high favour with the Governor and brought about a- "iai oy g 
(which was against the rule) and had Poothkamby 
Before any appeal could be made against the 

thorltlea in . olombo, poor Poothatamby was *ho 

Anthiraay however were at lenKtli summoned to Colo nbo. Anthlwy wno 
went by land was killed by ah elephant and the Governor who went by 
sea threw himself overboard.” 

The incidwts of the story took place at the commen^mt 
of the Dutch occupation of Jaffna but toe . 

the order of chronology relates it at the close of his review of 
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the Dutch regime. It would appear that the compiler attaches 
great importance to this story from the amount of the space which 
he devotes to it. 1 have just said above that the history of the 
Dutch rule in Jaffna extending to 137 years is told in little over a 
single page of the Hand-book. The story in question is included 
in it and occupies more than one-third of the space. To be more 
precise I shall say that the compiler’s review of the Dutch Gov- 
ernment of Jaffna including this story occupies exactly 50 lines. 
Of these 50 lines the story takes up 22 lines. So that only 28 
lines remain as the record of the history of the Dutch regime 
of 137 years. This is on an average an allotment of a single 
line for the events of every quinquennial period— an unparalleled 
example of condensation and laconism. 

On examining the version of the story as given by Mr. 
Katiresu, the reader will easily observe that he omits what pre- 
ceding writers have mentioned, and mentions what no preceding 
writer has said. In the versions I have quoted, the building of the 
Kadatkoddai at Kayts by the supposed brother of the Dutch Gov< 
emor of Jaffnapatam, forms a material part of the story. This 
part Mr. Katiresu carefully eschews. It is not without reason that 
he has done so. In the Hand-Book on the ver/ same page in 
which this story begins, the compiler makes mention of the 
historical fact that Fort Hammenheil, (the Kadatkoddai of the 
story) **at the entrance to the Kayts harbour had fallen to the 
Dutch on the 10th April 1658.” Being a cute lawyer, 'the com- 
piler could not but be aware that by inserting this statement, 
he would lay himself open to the charge of inconsistency and 
historical inaccuracy. For the Dutch cannot be said to build a 
fort which had already been built and which they had taken in 
fair fight. Suppressing this part of the story therefore, and by 
way of adding variety and novelty to his version, the compiler 
smuggles in the ‘’broomstick and an old pair of slippers,” for- 
getting that Puthathamby’s wife lived at a time, when the use of 
slippers by Hindu ladies of Jaffna, had not come into vogu^ and 
consequ^tly would have posssped no old pair ”to be sent in re- 
ply” to the man who had the temerity to presume to be her para- 
mour. 

What is the compiler's object in presenting this story to the 
intelligent and educated visitor to the North? In l^e first 
place the story is nothing more than a miserable fabrication. Even 
if it were true, what interest could it afford to the foreign tra- 
veller, who is aware of many cases of treason and treachery 
among people of all lands, races and creeds. Carefully examined^ 
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the version of the story as given by the compiler, concerns two 
men, one of whom, in order to pay off his grudge for some suppos- 
ed insult, seeks to bring about the ruin and destruction of the 
other. The inevitable result of such a story on the educated 
foreigner is generally a scornful smile or a passing word of slight- 
ing comment on the author or compiler. If the compiler's object 
was to hold up the one to public execration and enlist public 
sympathy for the other, were there not true examples of treason 
and treachery, which he could have easily cited. In preparing the 
historical summary for the hand book intended to cater to the 
new-comer to Jaffna, Mr. Katiresu could not have failed to have 
come across many such authenticated instances. Why had he not 
put forward one of these ? Was it not to his interest to have 
done so ? or did the actors and personages happen to be men 
whom he regarded as his prototypes ? The Vaipava-Malai 
records the case, of one Ulaguhavala Muthali, who fled from his 
country because of being implicated in treasonable transactions. 
Let the reader see how Mr. Katiresu glosses over such foul conduct. 
I give below in parallel columns what the Vaipava Mala! and the 
Hand-Book say about this Muthali. 


Vaipava-Malai 
About the end of that month, 
one Ulaku-kavala Muthali of 
Karathivu came to their (Dutch) 
aid. He was a considerable 
Velalan of Chola-nadu, and, hav- 
ing been implicated in his own 
country in treasonable transac- 
tions against his king, he had 
been obliged to save his life by 
flight. He founded a settlement 
which he named Kalapumi in 
the Island of Karathivu. 


Hand-book 

A certain Ulagunata-Muthaly 
from the Chola country also 
came to Kala-poomy in Kara- 
tivu. 


Some time after the appearance of the Hand-Book, an ex- 
perienced writer took up the story as given by Mr. Katiresu and 
published a small brochure, in which its weak points were so 
well and ably exposed that 1 cannot resist the temptation to quote 
it here in full. 
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The 

True Story of 

POOTHATAMBY’S TREASON 

The Nadagam or Drama of which Poothatamby is made the 
hero was composed about the year 1830 by Pareemalam, a Tamil 
poet of Chundicully, several of whose decendants are living there 
as well as at Ponaryn. If those— and there are many— Who have 
read the drama themselves and heard it sung by others— would 
compare it with certain incidents related by the Rev. Philip Bal- 
daeu^ the Dutch Chaplain, in connection with the early Dutch 
rule in Jaffna, they would presume, reasonably enough, that the 
only source of information open to the poet was tradition, which 
represents Poothatamby as having been executed for treason 
brought to light by Andrado (with all the zeal and promptitude 
of a loyal servant and citizen.) Such was the slender founda- 
tion upon which the poet had to construct the drama. He drew 
largely from his own fertile imagination, keeping steadily in view 
the class of Tamil readers and hearers whose sympathies he had 
to enlist and whose tastes he had to gratify. Briefly told, the 
tragedy transmitted by tradition, and transformed by the poet 
was this, that Andrado being struck with the beauty of Pootha- 
tamby's wife made advances to her, but as these advances were 
rejected in a haughty spirit by the woman, Andrado became so 
enraged as to procure the execution of her husband. 

The fact however was that Poothatamby was executed and 
rightly so, for high treason clearly proved against him, and not 
because Andrado failed in his amorous advances to Poothatamb/s 
wife. The circumstance which Pareemalam puts forward as the 
cause of Poothatamby's execution is a pure fabrication csdcidated 
to glorify one section and to vilify another section of the com- 
munity. No serious notice however was taken of this huge fa- 
brication for the simple reason that it was confined to the lips 
of Pandarams or Mendicants roving about the peninsula on fes- 
tive occasions and singing portions of the drama to the accom- 
paniment of their small drums as a means of securing small 
presents. What was hitherto confined to the realms of pure fic- 
tion has now taken its station as a historical fact in a Hand- 
Book to the Jaffna peninsula compiled by a young Proctor of the 
District Cour^ who professes to furnish trustworthy information 
to all new comers concerning the hitherto isolated country now 
opened up by the Northern Railway. This is how Pareemalam’s 
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fiction is put before the visitor to Jaffna, seeking correct infor- 
mation about the place and the people. 

(Here followe the story as alven in the Hand-book) 

The latitude or licence which the poet exercised in attribut- 
ing to amorous intrigue what was really the outcome of the gros- 
sest disloyalty and perfidy has been exceeded by the compiler of 
the recent Hand-Book in presenting to the inquiring visitor a po- 
etical fiction as a historical fact 

The compiler’s information about the Mudaliyars under the 
Dutch rule in Jaffna, is of the meagrest description possible. He 
makes mention of only two Mudaliyars in a place where under 
the whole period of European occupation, the securing of Muda- 
liarships has been the great ambition of the people. 

It seems to be for a very definite purpose that the compiler 
has given prominence in his Hand-Book to the two Mudaliyars, Andra- 
do and Poothatamby viz. to hold up the one to public execra- 
tion as a treacherous villain, and the other to public sympathy as 
the confiding and innocent victim of a false friend and collea- 
gue. And this is brought about by the most impudent misrepre- 
sentation imaginable, Pareemalam in his ' drama does not make 
Andrado half so infamous as the compiler in his professedly 
historical sketch. Pareemalam 's drama differs materially from Ka- 
tiresu’s Hand-Book in the narration of the principal incident. The 
drama says that Andrado being taken with the beauty of Poo- 
thatamby’s wife sent two of his trusty messengers to her, of- 
fering her a box containing money and jewels and telling her, 
that if she would accept the present, he would come to her that 
evening. The Hand-Book says that Andrado being taken with the 
beauty of Poothatamby’s wife sent word to her to pay him a 
private visit, but that she sent him a broomstick and an old pair 
of slippers. In the dramatic account, Andrado is made to ob- 
serve the etiquette '^till obtaining in India in the matter of court- 
ships whereas, in the would-be historical account, Andrado is re- 
presented as a barbarian, offering a rude shock to a woman’s 
modesty. Again the Hand-Book says that Andrado having got 
Poothatamby in a weak moment to sign a blank paper wrote 
out on it a letter offering help to the Portuguese. The drama* 
on the other hand, is silent as to the blank paper, Poothatamby’s 
signature and the letter offering help to the Portuguese. What 
the drama says is that Andrado intercepted a letter addressed to 
Poothatamby in which it was found that Poothatamby had offered 
hia hdp to the Portuguese. Finally, the Hand-Book says that in 
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just punishment for their crimes on their way to Colombo, An- 
drado was killed by an elephant and the Governor threw himself 
overboard. The drama, it is worthy of note, makes no mention 
of the suicide of the Governor or of the fate of Andrado. 

There is not to be found in the whole range of historical 
writing a grosser or bolder pitce of historical misrepresentation 
or perversion than is found within the compass of the small 
paragraph quoted above from the Hand Book. Artfully and as- 
tutely enough are the broomstick, the old pair of slippers and 
above all the blank paper made to play a very plausible and 
prominent part in the tragedy which culminated in the execu- 
tion of Poothatamby. From his very housetop does the com- 
piler of the Hand-B^k now proclaim the innocence of his great 
hero, Poothathamby, whom he would perhaps fain call the great, 
the good. What is the compiler’s authority for what he sa 3 rs? 
He has given none, simply because he has none to give. He 
cannot derive much support even from the poetical exaggeration 
of Pareemalam. His historical summary compiled for the special 
information of the unsuspecting inquirer and stronger is worse 
than the worst piece of fiction and rests on no better founda- 
tion than for the purpose of blackening the character of the loyal 
Andrado and exalting that of the treacherous Poothathamby. 

There is excellent, disinterested, unimpeachable testimony to 
oppose to Katitesu’s version of the story regarding Andrado and 
Poothatamby. It is furnished by theiRev. Philippus Baldaeus, 
Dutch chaplain, in his account of the surrender of Jaffnapatam, 
June 21, 1658. 

(Here follows the extract from Baldaeus.) 

Whom are we to believe? Baldaeus, the contemporary hia- 
torian and the eyevritness to the shocking incidents of which he 
has left a full and circumstantial record, or Katiresu, the youth- 
ful Proctor, who from his reckless version shews that he has 
much to learn and unlearn before he can be acc^ted as a safe guide 
by travellers and visitors seeking information about Jaffna and its 
{>eople. We must under the ciscumstances reject Katiresa’a ver- 
sion and we feel sure that no man in his senses will give any 
credence to Katiresu’s extravaganza. 

Andrado and Poothatamby were the representatives of two 
rival sections of the community. Don Manuel Andrado is describ- 
ed by Baldaeus as a Singhalese; a Mudaliyar and a Captain in the 
service of the noble Dutch Company. Don Lewis P^thatamby 
was a native of Jaffna ; but there is no better or higher author- 
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ity available than that of Katiresu for dubbing him a Mudaliyar. He 
certainly held no position similar or equal to that of Andrado. 
He was evidently a man, who, as the fitting sample and repre- 
sentative of his class, was playing a double part in his day, just 
in the same fashion as the bat in Aesop’s fable of the battle be- 
tween the birds and the beasts. His sole aim seems to have been 
to curry favour with the Portuguese as well as with the Dutch, 
unmindful of the fact of their being belligerents and enemies, as 
the means of finding his way to some object of self-aggran- 
disement He however stood neither by the Dutch nor by the 
Portuguese as the firm friend of either and his treachery which 
finally revealed his dangerous and despicable character met with 
the awful punishment it fully deserved, serving as a warning to 
all his descendants and admirers. But have his descendants 
and admirers profited by the warning? ♦ * 

% * « aic 4t * * 

*««**«* 


No, 8. This is a work written in Tamil prose by Mr. A. 
Mootootamby Pillai of Navalar-kotam, popularly known as ’’Ward 
and Davy.” The first edition of the work appeared in 1912, and 
the second in 1915. In both editions, the version of the story 
given is the same. 


Mr. M’s version differs materially from all previous versions 
in many points. It is by far the longest. I may state that the 
story as told by Mr. M. occupies five pages of his **Jaffna history*'. 
In reading it, one cannot but feel that it is on a par with the 
most extravagant of old women’s fables. 

Mr. M. seems to follow the Vaipava malai, though he does 
not acknowledge it, in stating that the Dutch appointed Putha- 
thampy and Andrado as chief officers, respectively of the Revenue 
and the Writing brandies of the Government. But he insinuates that 
the title of Modliar was conferred on the latter, when the ap- 
pointment was conferred on him. This is not so. All previous 
writers, whom I have quoted, tell a different tale. Will Mr. M 
be able to dte one writer who is not a partisan, to show that 
Puthathanipy was ever a Modliar? Recognized, impartial history 
states that Andrado came to Jaffna as a Modliar. 

In describing the dinner and other parts of this story, Mr. 
M< rdinquidies the duty, incumbent on him as an historian, of 
recording stem facts, and amogates to himself the privilege, which 
•Artists of fiction** use, of invisible ubiquity to enter their hero’s 
habitation and observe inner arrangements. In the several accounts 

5 
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already quoted, we have seen that the dinner given to Andrado 
was a private' one* to which he alone was invited. But Mr. M- 
makes his readers understand that it was a large social function 
to which a large number of persons were invited, including An- 
drado. Writes Mr. M;— One day Puthathampy invited Andrado al- 
so to a dinner party he had in his mansion. When Andrado 
came, Puthathampy received him, took him to a private room, had 
the meal served, made him dine, left two servants to wait on him, 
and returned to attend to the other guests. 

The intelligent reader knows that, if ever there was a dinner 
at all, the record of facts given is as it should have been, not a^ 
it was. The statement made is in contravention of all known 
local customs, practices and usages of the people. Invitations to 
convivial gatherings are sent with caution and circumspection. 
Even among people of the same caste,*those| only are invited, who 
are connected with the host in some way or other. Under such 
circumstances, is it credible, that Puthathampy would have invited 
a man of a different nationality, nay of a different caste, to the 
family dinner he gave. It is equally incredible that Andrado, a 
man occupying an enviable, official and social position in the lo- 
cality, would have so far lost all sense of self-respect as to at- 
tend a public banquet of which the host and guests were aliens 
to him not only in race but in caste. Mr. M. has undoubtedly 
made a statement as reckless as it is highly improbable. 

What follows is a still more improbable statement and hardly 
complimentary to his hero. Says Mr. M:— Puthathampy’s wife, 
while doing the round of personally attending tc the guests, en- 
tered the room, where Andrado was dining and urged the attend- 
ants to serve him with the desired viands without stint 

The entrance of Puthathampy ’s wife into the guest room, dur- 
ing the repast, is opposed to all our known notions of Hindu 
modes of female social etiquette and behaviour. In Hindu ban- 
quets, it is not the custom locally of the hostess to attend to 
male guests. Of the ‘large company, who as Mr. M. says, came 
to partake of the good cheer provided by Puthathampy, a good 
many could not but have been strangers to his wife. Would she, 
whom Mr. M. and preceding writers extol as a paragon of chas- 
tity and modesty, throw away all sense of female propriety, ap- 
pear before strangers* while they are -eating, and attend to them? 

What is Mr. M*s object in introducing Puthathampy 's wife 
into the room, where and while Andrado was dining. Mr. M* 
has already told the reader that Puthathampy had done the need- 



XXXV 


ful towards Andradcf as his guest. There was absolutely 
left undone that a host should do to a guest. Why then should 
the woman be made to obtrude her presence on the man, under 
pretence of giving an uncalled for and unnecessary order to the 
attendants? Did Mr. M. think or feel that the chance sight, 
f^ch, as represented by the author of the Vaipava malai, Andra- 
do had of the woman, was not enough to produce irresistible pM- 
sion, and that the woman should be made to appear before the 
full gaze of the man to display her attractions. Mr. M. appears 
to have had such a notion or feeling, for he says :-Andrado saw 
her face, which was beautiful, heard her voice, which was sweet 
and observed her gait, which was elegant. The tout ensemble, Mr. 
M. avers, constituted a charm as to have made him ‘’as dead as 
wood.” 

On what authority does Mr, M. make these statements ? The 
reader feels that one who had ensconced himself in the room on 
the occasion in question could not have given a better or more 
minute description of the happenings there. T® describe as ac 
curately and as authoritatively, as Mr. M. has done, the tones© 
the voice and the mode- of gait of a particular person, the 
ter should have heard that person speak and seen that person walk. 
It does not follow that a mellow voice and a dainty gait are the 
necessary or consequent concomitants of beauty. 

Writes Mr. M-'-Andrado having dined, stepped into the outer 
hall, talked with Puthathampy, and while his thoughts were other- 
wise benta took a chew of betel and went away home. 

Mr. M. writes as things would have been, as he thinks, not 
as things actually were, '^his is not history, but pure fiction, 
and Mr. M. would do well to remember that history is a faith- 
ful record of facts and incidents that have taken place in real 
life. Now, how does Mr. M. know that Andrado was in the ha- 
bit of chewing betel ? Who the deuce told him this ? What proof 
or authority has he to substantiate the statement? The descend- 
ants of Andrado say that to his credit, it is still remembered, 
and sometimes talked afaput, that though a military man and 
in close and frequent touch with European officials of high stand- 
ing, he had never used any strong drink, and that he was be- 
sides a perfect stranger to the habit of smoking tobacco and 
chewing betel. 

As soon as Andrado reached home, continues Mr. M., he put 
gold coins, sweetperfumes, and a silk cloth into a sandal-wood 
boat and sent tbe box to Puthathampy’s wife through a mes- 
senger, with a widced proposal. The messenger went and watch- 
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ing an opportunity for the absence of Puthathampy, delivered the 
box into the hands of his wife and made known to her the 
proposal. When she heard it, she felt as if molten lead was pour- 
ed into her ears. She got enraged, took a leathern sandal, tied 
it to the box and chastising the man, told him to return the 
same to the villain, his master. 

Mr. Katiresu, who gave out his version of the story in 1905 
introduced for the first time into the story an old pair of slippers 
and Mr. M. in 1912 came out with a paraphernalia of compli- 
mentary presents and a leathern sandal —What other new and 
curious things will be introduced next, time alone will show. 

Mr. M. says, Andrado sent the presents immediately on his 
return home from Puthathamp/s dinner. Had Andrado the arti- 
cles ready ? Was he prepared for the same before-hand ? Two of 
the articles mentioned were rare at the time of which we are 
speaking. It was not everybody that would have them, much less 
Andrado under the circumstances. He came to Jaffna, according 
to reliable contemporary history, as a Captain of the army, and 
he would not have cared to incommode himself with sandal-wood 
boxes, silk cloths and gold coins, when going out on a military 
expedition. 

What were the gold coins of which Mr. M. speaks. He would 
have done well, had he specified them. Andrado was a servant 
of the Dutch and he would have been paid in the Dutch cur- 
rency. The ducat, the gold coin of the Netherlands, was not 
then put in circulation. The Dutch currency of Ceylon was the 
rix-dollar, and this was a sliver coin. How came Andrado by the 
gold coins in question? 

Such are the statements which in the name of history, Mi> 
Mootootamby Pillai, the Lexicographer and Historiographer of Nava- 
|ar kotam, lays before an enlightened public. In this connection 
the remarks made by the **Ceylon Morning Leader'* of 3rd April 
1916^ comes in extremely apropos;— 

"History is not studied but misrepresented in deference to tradi- 
tion. Incidents known to be false repeated although they contra- 
dict the real historical character. The manners of the period are not 
understood.** 

With regard to the blank paper, the signature^ and the execu- 
tion of Puthathampy, Mr, M. follows the Vaipava-malai, but adds- 
— Kasrilaya Vannian, the brother-in-law of Puthathampy, went to 
Colombo and made a representation of this matter to the Dutch 
Viceroy of the city, who at once despatched officers to arrest 
the Governor of Jaffnapatam and Andrado and .bring them to Go* 
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lombo. These officers took the Governor by sea, and Andradoby 
land. On the way the Governor threw himself over-board, An* 
drado was killed by an elephant in the forest called Pandarath- 
tharthopu near Musali. 

The above statement is as thoughtless and indiscriminate as 
those already noticed. If any representation was made at all, and 
if it was found worthy of being entertained, the Viceroy would, 
in the course of his official proceedure, have called upon the 
Governor of Jatfnapatam for an explanation ; or he may have di* 
rected an enquiry. But to be told deliberately that he sent the 
myrmidons of the law for the arrest and escort of a high Euro- 
pean official merely on the representation of an interested and 
insignificant individual takes away one’s breath. If, as Mr. M- 
says, the officers had the Governor and Andrado in their custody, 
how came they to lose their charges ? Was no enquiry held on 
what happened to them ? Were not the custodians taken to task 
for remissness of duty ? Why is Mr. M. silent on these points ? 

Mr. M. expresses his regret in very effective language that 
neither the Portuguese nor Dutch historians have given a satis- 
factory account of this incident. It would have been very, inter- 
esting if Mr. M. had defined the essential marks of a satisfactory 
account of a particular point or period of history. What does 
Mr. M. mean by a satisfactory account ? Are details of betel- 
chewing, of females attending to males, while the latter are din- 
ing on a convivial occasion, and of the hostess appearing before 
strange and unknown guests, form necessary parts of such an ac- 
count ? If so, Mr. M. would do well to frame a new canon for 
writing history, and publish the same for the benefit and guidance 
of future historians. 

As an historian, Mr. M. should have known that the incid- 
ent in question did not occur during the Portuguese period. With 
the surrender of Jaffnapatam to the Dutch, the Portuguese do- 
minion in Ceylon had terminated. The Portuguese officers and 
others from Jaffna to the number of one hundred and forty had 
been sent away to Batavia. There was no competent Portuguese 
writer in the place to undertake the history. Even if there were 
any, he could h^ve had no interest in writing it after the evacu- 
ation of the place by his countrymen. 

The incident, in due chronological order, took place during 
the early Dutch rule in Jaffna. The Rev. Dr. Baldaeus, the Dutch 
historian, has given a pretty good account of the same. A fuller 
and more detailed account of an event, comparatively unimport- 
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ant and insignificant, is rarely met with. But the account in Baldaeua 
does not satisfy Mr. M., who says that Baldaeus wrote his ac- 
count on the strength of the verbal testimony of Andrado. This 
is not so. Mr. M. does not seem to have read the account in 
Baldaeus fully or understood it clearly. The account from Bal- 
daeus is extracted elsewhere^ and the reader may read it and 
judge for himself. Baldaeus was present at the trial apd execu- 
tion of the conspirators and he writes :~**After they (conspirators) had 
been fully examined, and the truth had been heard from their 
own mouths, they were condemned to be hanged, beheaded and 
put on crosses.** The authority of Baldaeus has never before 
been questioned. Let Mr. M. bear in mind that the Dutch histonan 
did not write his history from the indefinite statements of a 
Thampupillai, or the anonymous ola book of a Maniaratnam. 

Lastly in winding up the story Mr. M. says:— There is no 
difficulty in concluding that as Davidu, the son of Juvan Costan 
of Mantotte and the author of Puthathampy Nadakam, lived at 
a time near to the occurrence of these incidents, he must have 
ascertained the truth of the events he has dramatised ; and as 
the author was a Christian, his religious promptings would not 
have led him to cast slur or reproach on a fellow Christian like 
Andrado. 

How inconsistent the above statements are with the fine as- 
severations which Mr. M. makes in the preface to his **Jaftna 
History'* ? There he assures the reader that he has written his 
work with all possible care, after diligent and painstaking re- 
search, and that no statement is there made that is not support- 
ed by history, tradition or by his own personal knowledge. 

Now what history, what tradition or what portion of Mr. Moo- 
tootamby Pillai’s personal knowledge and erudition, support the state- 
ments in the above passage, the reader fails to see. On the con- 
trary, the statements are made* in defiance of known facts. It 
is clear that Mr. M. has only%made an unsuccessful attempt, by 
a process of subtle but fallacious reasoning, to establish a subs- 
tantial faith in this absurd and Extravagant story. 

In the first places Davidu, the author of Poothathampy Na- 
dakam was not a Christian. Mr. Brito, a no mean Tamil scholar, 
has studied and summarised the events of the Nadakam, and 
what Mr. Brito says of the religious persuasion of the author 
must carry more weight with &e Intelligent reader, than the 
indiscreet and imsupported statements of Mr. M. Writes Mr. 
Brito : -*Toothaththampi and his dramatist appear from this woidc 
to have been Saivites notwithstanding the Christian names they 
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bore. For the dramatist invokes on his work the favour of his 
usual Hindu Gods, and represents his hero as appealing to the 
same Gods for succour in times of distress while he carefully 
makes the Dutch characters swear like Christians” 

Mr. M. is therefore wrong in stating that the author of 
Poothathampy Nadakam was a Christian ; and his inference that 
as a Christian he would have spared Andrado who was a co*re> 
ligionist, is equally erroneous. On the contrary, there are reasons 
to believe that the author of the Nadakam would have heaped 
on Andrado all the obloquy and odium, he was capable of mus- 
tering. Baldaeus, in his account of the conspiracy, makes mention 
of a native of Mannar, who was the leader of it. This native 
of Mannar was of the same clan as the author of the Nadakam— 
perhaps one of his ancestors. Poothathampy was indicted, brought 
to trial and condemned to an ignominious death on the inform- 
ation furnished by Andrado. This affords the true explanation 
for the vindictive spleen which the author of the Nadakam has 
vented on Andrado, who was instrumental in implicating the au- 
thor's compatriot. 

In the second place it is not known when the author of Poo- 
thathampy Nadakam lived. No writer makes mention of that 
date. The author himself has not stated it. Mr. Brito who has 
made an elaborate study of a series of books and manuscripts 
for the purpose of compiling the appendix to his translation of 
the Vaipava-malai, with a view to illustrating the latter work, 
says of the author of the Nadakam that "he gives us neither 
the date of the work nor that of the events which he drama- 
tises.” We must therefore look up to internal evidence, to allu- 
sions to events contained in the Nadakam to help us to decide 
the date. Mr, Brito has given a satisfactory summary of the 
events of this Nadakam. This summary 1 have quoted. In it the 
reader will find that the author makes a reference to Kirthi- 
singhan. King of Kandy. This King of Kandy came to the throne 
in 1747. It is thus clear that the author who makes reference 
to this king must have been a contempoij^ry of, or have lived 
after, that king. A writer can only refer to persons or things that 
have preceded him or are contemporaneous with him. No writer 
can refer to persons or things of a period subsequent to the times 
in which he lived. The reader of Poothathampy Nadakam will 
find sufficient evidence in the work itself to show that it was 
composed several years after the death of Kirthi-Singhan. Now 
the Poothathampp— Andrado incident took place in 1658. Kirthi- 
singhan, King of Kandy, died in 1780. Thus an interval of 122 



years intervened between the occurence of the incident and the 
stringing together of the details of that incident into a drama- 
tic work. How could Mr. M, be so bold, positive and deliberate 

in making the statement that the author of the Nadakam lived 
at a time near the occurrence of the incident relating 
to Poothathampy. Mr. M's statement is therefore clearly wrong. 

It is curious that the only authority Mr. M. quotes in sup- 
port of his version of this story is the author of the Nadakam, 
whom Mr. Brito characterises as a very ignorant man ; and Mr. 
M*s reason for quoting him is that as he lived not very long 
subsequent to the occurrence of the incidents, he must have as- 
certained their truth. It is needless to point out that Mr. M’s 

inference is sophistical. Nevertheless one is tempted to ask why 
has Mr. M. not followed the same authority throughout the entire 
details of the story. Why has he omitted certain parts, changed 
others and inserted new matter? Regarding Sinne Ulanthes, the author 
of the Nadakam says that he committed suicide through fear. 
But Mr. M. says that if Sinne Ulanthes had known that his in- 
timate friend Poothathampy was condemned to death, he would 
have saved him ; and Andrado knowing this had him executed 
that night without allowing him any respite. Certainly, according 
to the showing of Mr. M., Andrado must have been an extraor* 
dinarily mighty being, able to carry out the penalty of the law 
even at dead of night, when no law allows it. It is also worthy 
of remark that Mr. M. makes no mention of the capture, 
by the Dutch, of Fort Hammenheil at Kayts. He only says that 
the Dutch took Kayts on the 16th April. This date is wrong as 
many of the dates and names, and facts and figures in his 
**Jaffna History,” are. 

Mr. M’s version of the story is the most reckless of all the 
versions quoted above. It is full of gross misi^presentations and 
erroneous statements. Such indiscriminate writing is calculated 
to take away public confidence from a writer. 

In a paper contributed to the *Ceylon Antiquary’ on the '’Sin- 
halese Place Names in the JaffA Peninsula,” Mr. B. Horsburgh, 
G. A., N. p., whose attainments in Tamil are well-known, points out 
certain important statements in Mr. MootootumbyPillay’s **Jaffna 
History*’, for which no authority has been given. 

Mr. M. is the author of several books in Tamil. Some of 
these are intended as contributions to the school literature of the 
island, that is forming under the influence of the Revised Code, 
and as such are used as text books in some vernacular schools. 
He is also a member of the local "Committee on Oriental Studies” 
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formed at the instance of the Department of Puplic Instruction. 
New books in Tamil published for the use of schools are sent 
to him by the Department for inspection and perusal and his 
opinion is asked on those books. These considerations led us to 
expect from his pen an account of Jaffna and its people, fair 
and impartial, and acceptable to all communities. But tbe work 
under review is greatly disappointing and does not seem to redound 
to the prestige and credit of the author as a popular writer. 

The book on its first appearance was unfavourably received 
by the press and condemned as a partial and one-sided account. 
One of the editors of a local newspaper, to whom the book was 
sent for review, remarked that the book even in the first pages 
was not free from faults and blemishes. 

It is needless for the intelligent reader to be told of the for- 
tune the book has had. A critical examination of the preface to 
the first edition, will show what value to attach to the work as 
an historical account. 

Mr. M. says that he had long cherished the desire of writing 
a good history of Jaffna and he set to work about it He hunted 
after works on local history and he found five old accounts ex- 
tant. These are 

1. Vaipava-Malai 

2. Kailaya Malai 

3. Para-Raja-Sekaran Ula 

4. Raja- Mural 

5. Vai-iai-Padal 

Of the above, Mr. M. says, he was not successful in getting 
copies of the last three. The only works therefore available for 
consultation and information were the Vaipava-Malai and Kailaya 
Malai. But these Mr. M. candidly admits, had become corrupted 
in the course of time. Of the latter Mr. Brito writes : 

**Tbis is a poetical composition of no mean ability and was evident- 
ly designed to celebrate the praises of Seka-rasa-Sekaran under the 
very thin disguise of celebrating the sanctity of the temple of Kayila- 
ya Nathar of Nallur. The author was Mubhthurasan, son ofSenthiyap- 
pan of Chola, who was no doubt a contemporary of the king”. 

And of the former Mr. M. further admits on page 46 of his 
Jaffna History, that having been kept in ola-books» it had under- 
gone alterations and modifications in the course of transcriptions. 
Consequently it was not reliable. 

Mr. M. therefore had to collect information for his work, in 
various ways, from a long time. It is amusing to hear of tbe 

6 
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manner in which this information was Igot together. In 1887 
while residing at Madras Mr. M. learnt that at Conjeevaram, there 
was a Thesigar^hy name Massiilamany, who had in his posses- 
sion an Erdu or ola book, containing notes about Jaffna. Anxi- 
ous to have a look at these notes, Mr. M. travelled thither, saw the 
Thesigar and made known to him the object of his visit The The- 
sigar demanded Rs. 50 for the privilege* of seeing the document. 
Thinking this was too much for the privilege, Mr. M. retraced 
his steps back to Madras. Two years after, he started again on 
the same mission and this time he was fortunate in being al- 
lowed to see the Erdu gratis. On examination it was found to 
contain notes made by a Prohithan. With it there were twenty 
seven other erdus. All these contained notes, of an ancient date, 
made by a Prohitha Brahmin. Examining these, Mr. M. took notes 
of these notes and was able to get through them all in three 
days. These notes, Mr. M. assures the reader, were of great 
help to him in compiling his Jaffna History. 

Now who was this Prohitha Brahmin and how came he to 
write notes about Jaffna. Could he be the same Prohitha Brah- 
min, who, along with a Manippay carpenter was admitted by the 
infamous queen Anoola to her bed and throne, as related in the 
Mahawanso (Pages 208,209) and who perhaps migrated to the 
, mainland after the death of the queen. If so, the information 
about Jaffna must have been imparted to him by the car- 
penter, when associated with him in his love intrigues. 

Mr. M. does not enlighten us as to the nature and extent 
of these notes which he had come by under such peculiar and 
trying circumstances. As he acknowledges that they have been 
chiefly availed of in the compilation of his history, the reader ex- 
pects to know what era they relate to, or what questions of 
local history they elucidate. Mr. M., however, has elected to 
keep dark on these points. 

Erdus or ola books are made up mostly of Palmirah leaves 
written on with a style. The writing in many cases is indistinct. 
Reading them is not so easy «er expeditious as reading printed 
books. To read and examine twenty-eight Erdus, taking notes 
carefully for the purpose of using them for a future important 
work, and get through them all, neck and crop, in three days, 
is a feat worthy of the admirable Crichton. 

Mr. M. proceeds to tell the reader that he has been the hap- 
py recipient of a gift, from Mr. Maniaratnam of Achchankulam, 
in the shape of an Erdu in which he exults to have lighted upon 
piuch information on the distinctions of the caste system. But 
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of the name of its author, the date of its composition, the mer- 
it of its contents, or the literary status of the donor, nothing is 
made known. What value can be s^tached to information gath- 
ered from such trash? 

Mr. M. makes mention of three persons who have furnished 
him with special information for his work. The last, though not 
least, is Mr. Thampupillai who hailing from Paria Mathagal, was 
brought up at St. Joseph’s Orphanage at Colombogam— an insti- 
tution founded by the late Archbishop Christopher Bonjean of ill- 
ustrious and happy memory, for housing, feeding, clothing, teach- 
ing and training orphan children of heathen parentage. He is 
better known in the town as V. Francis Thambo and he is now 
for several years the Tamil Editor of the J. C. Guardian, But 
we are not aware of his having made any permanent or valuable 
contribution to the historical literature of Jaffna or of his pos- 
sessing any special claims to entitle him to be recognised as an 
authority on historical questions. Merely being the editor of a 
vernacular newspaper, all whose contributions are ephemeral, 
does not constitute a sufficient guarantee for literary competency, 
historical research or for accuracy and authoritativeness of inform- 
ation. Nevertheless it would have greatly interested the reader to 
be told of the nature of the information furnished by Mr. Tham- 
pupillai. But Mr. M. is provokingly silent on this point, disclos* 
ing nothing more than making the dry acknowledgment which, in 
strict literal rendering, runs thus Some (information) was 
asked from Mr. Thampupillai”. 

Had Mr. M. obtained his information from Mr. Velupillai of 
“The Jaffna Native Opinion,” or the Rev. Father Gnanapragasar, 
both of whom are publicly credited with tolerable acquiantance 
with local history, he would have been spared the scathing 
criticism to which his book was exposed, and made it more ac- 
ceptable to the general public. But beyond getting from the lat- 
ter a well-known work on Ceylon — the receipt of which is ac- 
knowledged in a prominent foot-note on page 3 of the preface to 
the ‘‘Jaffna History” —and asking the former for the favour of a re- 
view of the book after its publication, he does not appear to 
have sought the aid or advice of either. 

Mr. M. gives a list of the books, which he has consulted in 
the compilation of his work, and among which there appears the 
name of one, which savours of a hoax. This is “Brito’s Jaffna 
History.” It is well-known that Mr, Brito never wrote a history 
of Jaffna. He only translated the Vaipava-Malai and added an 
appendix to it. Even if he had written one, he would certain- 
ly not have given it the title of “Jaffna History.” 
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Such are the chief materials out of which Mr. M. has com- 
posed his history ; and it is for the reader to judge of the value 
and confidence that should bp placed on such a work. I close 
this notice, imperfect as it is, with the following observations of 
Rollin, which are as just as they are eloquent— as apposite as 
they are complete:— 

“It is History which fixes the seal of immortality upon actions truly 
great, and sets a mark of Infamy on vices, which no after age can 
ever obliterate. It is by History that mistaken merit, and oppressed 
virtue, appeal to the incorruptible tribunal of posterity which renders 
them the justice their own age has sometimes refused them-, and with- 
out respect of persons, and the fear of a power which subsists no more, con- 
demns the unjust abuse of authority with inexorable rigour ... Thus 
History, when it is well taught, bocomes a school of morality for all 
mankind. It condemns vice, throws off the mask from false virtues, 
lays open popular errors and prejudices, di.<pels the delirsive charms 
of riches, and all the vain pomp wh.ch dazzles the imagination, and 
shews, by a thousand examples, that are more availing than all rea- 
sonings whatsoever, that nothing is great and commendable but honour 
and probity.’* 

Cliuvakachcheri 

25 th July lOic 


YALPANA VAIPAVA KUVMUTHY— 1918 

No. 9. This is a recent publication. The Author is Mr. K. 
Velupillai, the Manager of the Jaffna “Native Opinion." The work 
bears evidence of considerable and painstaking research and it 
contains much useful and interesting information. It is written in 
Tamil and though in some passages engaging, its style is defici- 
ent in' ease and variety. 

The correct version of the Andrado— -Puthathamby story is 
given here. But it is marred with a singular addition. Mr. Velu” 
pillai, not to be outdone by previous writers, who had given out 
the story with their own figments and pigments, makes the pe- 
culiarly curious statement that Father Caldero came by a know- 
ledge of the conspiracy througi^ the secret of the confessional* 
No authority is however given for the statement. 

Dr. Baldaeus, whom Mr. V. follows in his version of the story, 
says that “the lonely part he (Father Caldero) had taken in the 
shameful affair, was a letter written to him by the conspirators, 
in which they declared to . him their purpose, addressing him Padre 
detuas almas (the father of their souls). On this letter only Mr. 
Velupillai seems to base his statement; he is wrong. Confession cannot 
be made through letters. What the Church oiRome teaches and 
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practises in respect of the Sacrament of Penance is so definite and 
clear that it is needless to waste words on it. It is a pity that 
Fr. Gnanapragasar, from whom Mr. V. acknowledges to have re- 
ceived the greatest help in the compilation of his work, has not 
enlightened him on the point. 

To make the confession, priest and penitent should meet to- 
gether at the same time and place. Where were the conspira^ 
tors? According to contemporary history, they were 'within the 
tort of Jaffna and they were prisoners of war. Where was Fa- 
ther Caldero ? We are not told, nor are we sure of where he 
then was — At any rate it is certain, that the priest was not close 
by, to enable the conspirators to make their communication by 
word of mouth. Their writing to him the letter is proof positive 
of the fact that the priest was away at a distance. The matter, 
on which the conspirators were anxious to lay heads together 
with the priest, admitted of no delay, required the utmost caution 
and secrecy, and involved such serious risks that they would 
surely have preferred to have met and spoken to him, had he 
been within easy reach. But in the situation in which they were 
placed this was not practicable. Hence they wrote him the letter. 

From the commencement of their occupation of Jaffna, the 
policy of the Dutch Rulers was characterised by religious intoler- 
ance of a violent nature. The Catholic Clergy were prohibited 
from- performing Sacerdotal functions and the laity from following 
their religious avocations. Immediately on the surrender of Jaffna 
to the Dutch, the Jesuit Missionaries working in Jaffna under the 
Portuguese were sent away, and Fr, Caldero, as Dr. Baidaeus 
says “was prevented through sickness and debility to take his 
departure with his brethren.” 

Being sick and weak it is doubtful if the priest (Father Cal- 
dero) was able to have attended to his duties even unnoticed or 

covertly. On the other hand, could we for a moment suppose 

that the Dutch Authorities with their known intolerance and bigo- 
try would 'have permitted the conspirators, who were prisoners of 
war under their immediate charge, to follow their religious du- 
ties as they pleased. 

Further there are sufficient grounds to infer that the priest 
was not within the fort. The College, the Hospital and Convents 
of the Portuguese Jesuit Missionaries of Jaffna were, according to 
Ribeiro, in the town, “outside the walls of the fort.'* The priest 
being an invalid must then have been an inmate of one of 

these institutions, most probably of the hospital. This accounts 

fully and clearly for the yrhy and the wherefore of the necessi- 
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ty for the conspirators to have written to him the letter in 
question. 

The reader would thus see that every writer who has written 
on this subject, has been giving out the story with his own ad- 
ditions and alterations, so that we have now a variety of ver- 
sions of this silly story. 

Mr. V. characterises the version of the story as given by Mr. 
Mootootamby Pillai in his “Jaffna History*' as purely imaginative. 
But he shows a lamentable lack of judiciousness in quoting it 
*‘ifi extenso** after such condemnation. 

Jaffna, 3rd Dec, l920. 
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